Beacon
June 13/1889
We hear that someone in the County has been notified that Mr. Van Horne, general manager of the CPR, is shortly to visit St. Andrews. If such is the case, the people of St. Andrews should know of it, and they should be prepared to extend him a hearty greeting. And not only this, they should be in a position to show him the great advantages our port has to offer as a terminal point; they should be in a position to point out to him that our port is easy of access, that its approaches are deep and wide and easily accessible by the largest steamer. This not a matter which should be done in secret either. St. Andrews has nothing to hide. We are not ashamed of our port, and we have nothing to gain and everything to lose by suppressing the truth. Whatever is done should be done at once and should be given the widest publicity possible. 
	
Beacon
June 20, 1889
St. Andrews Harbour
Mr. Hugh Maloney, who has been fifty years a pilot out of St. Andrews harbor, and who knows almost every rock that there is on the bottom between here and Cape Sable, was in the Beacon office last week and fully corroborates the statements made by us that St. Andrews harbor is easy of access to the largest steamer. There are two entrances either of which can be used with perfect safety. The principal entrance is by way of Eastport, community known as the Head harbor passage. There is a clear passage the whole way through, the depth of water at the shoalest point being fifteen fathoms. At the narrowest point the channel is half a mile wide. At the time of the Fenian road Her Majesty’s battleship “Duncan” came through this passage in the night without a pilot, Since then lights and fog whistles have been erected at several points, making ingress as easy and as safe on the darkest night as in the broad light of day. At Latete passage there is also an abundance of water, and the entrance is well lighted and protected. At dead low water there is depth of twenty-nine feet at the shoalest part, which would be sufficient for almost any vessel that would be likely to come here. St. Andrews harbor has no equal in Canada, unless it be the harbor of L’Etang, in this County, which is said to be unsurpassed by any harbor north of Rio Janeiro. These facts should be duly impressed upon Mr. Van Horne when he visits St. Andrews in a few weeks.

Beacon
Oct 10/1889
Visit from Railway Magnates
zir Donald Smith Makes a Hurried Inspection of the Future Winter Port
The air was full of rumours on Friday last, when it became known that a special train, with a number of railway magnates on board, was on its way to St. Andrews. "Van Horne is coming," said one gentleman, and as the refrain was taken up and spread throughout the town, speculation was rife as to the objects of his visit. Even when the train rolled into the station and it was learned that the CPR man was not among the passengers, speculation did not cease. The party was composed of Sir Donald Smith, Judge Bain, of Winnipeg, Mr. George Meighen, of Montreal, a brother-in-law of Sir George Stephen, Mr. Meighen's son-in-law and Mr. Cram, General Manager of the New Brunswick Railway. A barouche was in readiness for them, and the visitors at once started out for a drive. They circled the Park, and as the tide was ebbing, they had an excellent opportunity of witnessing the shore. After viewing the Park they drove to the Algonquin Hotel, where Mr. C. M. S. Horton, the Land Company's Superintendent, received them, and allowed them through the hotel from cellar to garret. They were all delighted with the hotel and the beautiful prospect that was to be obtained from it. Mr. Meighan said he would come down sure next season, and spend some weeks here with his family. Mr. Hoar’s cottage was subsequently visited, and the party got out on foot and had a walk over the grounds. Sir Donald inspected the lot that had been chosen for him off the Bar Road, and he also obtained a glimpse of the lot the late Mr. Stephenson had purchased in the same neighbourhood. The party afterwards drove to Joe’s Point, after which they returned to their private cars and dined.
	Before dining, the Beacon reporter sought an interview with Mr. Cram, who very courteously informed him that the visit of Sir Donald and his companions had no significant whatsoever. They had been attending the meeting of the railway company in Saint John, and having half a day to spare they chose to spend it in visiting St. Andrews. This he said was the secret of the visit.
	About 4 o’clock, the special train which bore the visitors here, steamed away from St. Andrews, Mr. Cram going to Saint John, and the remained of the party pursuing their way to Montreal.

Beacon
May 29/1890
Railway Men on the Wing
Sir George Stephen, president of the Canada Pacific railway, General Manager Van Horne, Mr. Meighen, one of the directors of the N. B. R. and Manager Cram, arrived in St. Andrews by special train on Tuesday afternoon from Edmunston. It was raining heavily when the train reached here, and their stay was very short. Manager Van Horne and Sir George Stephen were driven by Mr. Mallory to the Algonquin Hotel, and made a hurried inspection of the hotel. From there they returned to the station, and the special started off again. The Canada Pacific magnates caught the CPR train at McAdam and returned to Montreal.

Beacon
Aug. 7/1890
The Wharf Question
From time to time we have urged upon our people the advisability of taking some action wit a view to providing better wharf accommodation at this port. We hope that our words have not been entirely lost. We have reason to believe that Mr. Van Horne, the CPR manager, is quite favourably impressed with St. Andrews as a shipping port and with the facilities it has to offer as a coal depot. Mr. Cram, we are told, pressed the matter very strongly upon his attention, and during the flying visit Mr. Van Horne made here recently he saw enough to convince him that Mr. Cram’s statements were well grounded. If an effort was made to provide a suitable wharf or wharves it might do much toward hastening the consummation that we so devoutly wish for here. We have no doubt that both the Dominion and Provincial governments would willingly aid the enterprise, if it was taken hold of by responsible parties.

Beacon
Aug. 14/1890
General Manager Van Horne and Assistant Manager Shaughnessy, of the CPR, are taking a run over their newly acquired road, and are expected here before returning to Montreal.


Beacon
Aug. 21/1890
The Canada Pacific
General Manager Van Horne Talks to the Beacon
Saint John to be the Eastern Terminus, St. Andrews may become a Coal Depot

The people of St. Andrews have been looking forward for some time to a visit from General manager Van Horne, and they have got it. The big railway manager came down from St. Stephen in a carriage, on Wednesday afternoon, bringing with him assistant manager Shaughnessy, General Superintendent Timmerman, Mr. white, M. P. for Pembroke, Ontario, and Messrs. McLean and Cross, of the Shore Line Railway. Superintendent McPeake, of the latter line, came here the same evening.
	the party drove at once to the Algonquin, and after feasting their eyes on the picturesque beauties of the neighborhood as seen from the hotel tower, adjourned to the dining hall, where a grand spread was given them. After they had done ample justice to the toothsome viands and had arisen satisfied with themselves and with everything about them, the Beacon thought it a favorable opportunity for “striking” Manager Van Horne for an interview. He graciously assented, though the significant remark “I don’t know anything,” which accompanied the assent, rather dampened the interviewer’s ardour.
	“After parrying for an opening,” as the fighting editor would say, the interviewer made bold to ask the CPR manager what his special interest was in going over the Shore Line, or if he had any special object. “There is not special object in it,” replied Mr. Van Horne. “the fact is just this. Mr. Cross, who is a director of the Shore Line, is also interested in the Canada Pacific, and when he learned that we were going to St. Stephen he invited us to take the trip over his road. That’s all there’s to it.”
	“And the CPR has no present intention of acquiring the Shore Line?”
	“None.”
	“Is there anything in the rumor that the CPR contemplates running a line of road from Mattawamkeag to tap the shore Line?”
	“No. We have a lease of running privileges for fifty years from the Maine Central for that portion of road between Mattawamkeag and Vanceboro, and that we deem sufficient for present requirements.”
	“How do you like St. Andrews?”
	“I am very much pleased, though I must confess I formed rather an unfavorable opinion of it when I was last here, a few weeks ago. The day was wet and gloomy, I was in a hurry, and I got rather a gloomy idea of the place. But after today I will take back all that I said against it. It is a beautiful place, and should become a popular resort.”
	“Knowing how deeply interested the people of St. Andrews are in the matter I would ask you if the CPR has any intention of utilizing our water privileges either for the purpose of bringing in coal or for other purposes?”
	“We will have a coal dock in Saint John and we have been considering the advisability of splitting the business up and bringing a portion of it here. But I can’t tell you anything about it yet. Mr. Timmerman is pushing enquiries now, and after he has completed them, we can tell better. However, I understand your wharf privileges are not very good. We will bring our coal from Cape Breton by steamer. They will need no return cargoes, as they will simply fill up with water ballast and start off again.”
	“Will Saint John get much freight business from the road?”
	“That depends largely on the facilities they provide. I am afraid, however, that the long land haul will operate seriously against Saint John. Land carriage you know, is much more costly than water carriage, and this business is one that cannot carry a very heavy tax.”
	“You should bear in mind that the land haul by way of St. Andrews is much shorter than by way of Saint John ,” interjected the interviewer.
	“The difference is not a great deal in a long haul, and would not affect the cost very much. Beside, Saint John possesses advantages that St. Andrews does not have. that port is already made, and it is well known to the commercial world, while St. Andrews is not. You should also bear in mind that Boston and Portland give a much shorter land haul than either St. Andrews or Saint John.”
	“Provided a deep water wharf was built here, would the Canadian Pacific utilize it?”
	“Do you know,” queried the General Manager in reply, “what amount of money it would cost to put a place like this in shape for a steamship business? It would coast at least half a million dollars to build docks, warehouses, yards, etc. And where is this to come from unless the business of the road is taxed for it? This business will not stand a tax, and we will have to go to the cheapest port.”
	“Will this bonding difficulty affect the road to any extent?”
	“I have not heard anything about it except what was in the papers. They are constantly finding mares’ nests. We don’t let them bother us, and in the end things work out all right. I don’t think it will affect us much.”
	“Is it proposed to extend the line beyond Edmunston?”
	“We have not thought of that. Besides we have very few interests up there.”
	“Don’t you think that an all-Canadian line would be advantageous, in the event of trouble with the United States?”
	“It’s not an All-Canadian line we are after,” replied Mr. Van Horne, smiling. “It is the short line. Those people (meaning the United States people) are not the kind of people to smash a dollar glass belonging to their neighbor, when they have a ten-dollar glass of their own exposed.”
	“Is the CPR interested in the Leary dock project.”
	”It is not interested in any way whatever. Mr. Leary is a purely private speculator.”
	“Is there any intention on the part of the CPR to remove the McAdam machine shops?”
	“No, they are in the right place. It is a central point, the roads radiating from it in different directions. There will always have to be shops there. It would mean a difference of perhaps $50,000 a year in the working of the road to remove the shops from where they are now.”
	“Do you intend making any improvements or extensions at St. Stephen?”
	“No. The fact is, everything is new to us, and we don’t know what we may need. We will try, however, to do the best for all sections.”
	“Is it intended to continue to operate the New Brunswick road under the old name?”
	“We had at first intended to run it as an independent road, but it is likely that when the lease is perfected, which will be in about four weeks, the road will be operated as part of the Canada Pacific system.”
	At this juncture, the interviewer’s stock of questions began to manifest evidence of exhaustion, seeing which the interviewed slipped away, and in an instant was so surrounded by friends as to prevent any possibility of the attack being renewed.
	manager Van Horne adjourned with his party to the cars at an early hour, and by daylight were speeding towards Fredericton, where they took a run over Mr. Gibson’s railway to Chatham. It is rumoured that the Canada Pacific will purchase the line, but it is probable that they have no more intention of purchasing it they have purchasing the Shore Line.

Beacon
Aug 21, 1890
Railway Matters
There is not a great deal of comfort for the people of St. Andrews in the remarks which General Manager Van Horne of the CPR made to the Beacon last Wednesday evening, yet there is some consolation to be obtained from the thought that railway managers, as a rule, are not proverbial for their candour. That Saint John is to become the eastern terminus of the road would appear to be a certainty, but to what extent that port is to be utilized for the shipment of freight is not yet clear. We notice that an apparent effort is being made to get control of the Carleton Branch railway and on obtaining of that branch will probably depend to some degree the amount of business that Saint John will get. The passing allusion to Boston and Portland, while it may mean nothing, is to us rather significant, as showing that the tendency of the mind of the manager is towards carrying the traffic of the road to the cheapest port, irrespective of nationality.
	If Mr. Van Horne speaks truly, and there is no particular reason why he should lie about it, the CPR has no intention of acquiring he Shore Line or of running a line from Mattawamkeag to connect with it. Doubtlss, the Shore Line people would like to sell if they could get a good price for their property, but there is no immediate prospect of a sale being consummated. The proposed extension from Mattawamkeag appears to be wholly imaginary, though there can be little doubt that it would give a much more direct, and hence shorter line to Saint John than that the CPR now controls. But whether it would pay or not is a question that we cannot determine.
	The making of a coal port of St. Andrews would, we feel, be a great benefit to the place, and would undoubtedly attract other and, perhaps more remunerative business. But if we are to get this or any other boon from the railway we have got to work for it and show that we esteem it. In discussing the matter with Superintendent Timmerman recently, he pointed out as an indication that the people of St. Andrews were indifferent, that the lessee of a certain wharf had prevented a steamship company doing business on it from making some needed repairs. Now, we do not know how far this may be true, but we maintain, that such a circumstance, if it occurred, should not be accepted as indicative of the sentiment of the community. The sentiment of this community, and we say it without fear of contradiction, is in favor of any project the CPR company may suggest that will help the own along. Unhappily, we are so situated here that there is no recognized medium, except the prss, through which to give voice to the sentiments of the community, but we trust that the day is not far distant when this cause for complaint will be removed.
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Beacon
Aug. 28/1890
Mrs. Van Horne, wife of General Manger Van Horne, and her family, came down from Montreal in a private car on Monday, and are registered at the Algonquin.


Beacon
Sept 4/1890
Mrs. Van Horne, of Montreal, has been greatly pleased with St. Andrews during her stay here.

Beacon
Sept 11/1890
Complimentary Dinner
Tendered to Judge Emory Speer of Georgia by the Guests of the Algonquin
Delightful as have been the numerous social gatherings at the Algonquin this season, there has been none which contributed more genuine pleasure to the participants than the complimentary dinner which the guest of the hotel tendered to his honor Judge Emory Speer, of Macon, George, on Wednesday evening last, on the occasion of the forty-second anniversary of his birth.
	A circumstance which invested the event with additional interest was the fact that it was a complete surprise to the Judge himself. He had come to St. Andrews to escape a periodical attack of hay fever, and did not dream of being shown any more than the ordinary courtesies of a hotel. While in conversation with one of he guests on Wednesday morning, he casually remarked that on the day of forty-two years ago he had first seen the light of day. The thought of giving the Judge a surprise suggested itself to the mind of his companion. Communicating the idea to Manager Carter, and the guest of the house they instantly fell in with it. Mr. Carter, with that alacrity which characterizes all his movements set to work to arrange matters, and in an hour or two everything was in train for the event. An elaborate menu, such as only the Algonquin can furnish, was arranged the parlor, halls and dining room, by the aid of wild flowers, ferns, catkins, and the like, supplemented in the banquet hall by Japanese lanterns of the most unique design were instantly transformed as by a fairy hand. In one corner of the banquet chamber an embowered space was reserved for the orchestra, who discoursed during the evening some of their choicest selections. Manager Carter, although greatly restricted by the few hours left him for preparation, did not f

 he conventional birthday cake, which is now speeding on its way to Georgia—a messenger of sweetness from the Judge to his household and friends far away. The guests, too mindful of the pleasures that come from giving as well as receiving provided a simple and unique coffee urn (hereafter to be appropriately engraved) with a set of delicate and elegant after dinner china coffee cups and saucers, which will it is hope bring frequent remembrances of the occasion to the judge, as the gift is utilized at his home in the distant south. These little tokens were placed in front of his plate at the table, beside a blooming bouquet of native domestic flowers.
	The Judge had been advised that the Lt. Governor and Lady Tilley would dine with him but of any further honor that was to be done him he had not the slightest idea. At the appointed hour, 7 o’clock, the ample doors of the dining hall were thrown open, the orchestra played a stirring march, and to the inspiriting strains the guests entered the festive chamber. Sir Leonard Tilley, who escorted Miss Speer, was the first to enter. Then came the guest of the evening, on whose arm leaned Lady Tilley. They were succeeded by Mr. R. S. Gardiner, vice-president of the St. Andrews Land Company, and Mrs. Fay; Mr. E. F. Fay and Mr. Gardiner. Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. Carter and the other participants.
	Judge Speer expressed surprise at the transformation the dining hall had undergone; he praised the taste which was displayed by the ornamentation of the room, but not until he had been assigned to the seat of honor and had glanced at the legend on the delicately printed menu cards did the true state of affairs dawn upon him. Then his surprise knew no bounds.
	Here, too, a strange coincidence was discovered,—not the fearful thirteenth table of which so many have a dread, but, corresponding with the years of the judge’s life, sat forty two grown persons, and the three graces were represented by three children who had been included in the invitation, the smaller children having dined an hour earlier.
	The tables were arranged in three sides of a square, the open side being utilized for the center piece, which consisted of a huge vase filled with wild flowers, ferns, etc. the guests were disposed in the order shown on the accompanying plan.
1.1	Judge Speer
2	Sir Leonard Tilley
3	Miss Speer
4	Eugene F. Fay, Brookline, Mass
5	Mrs. R. S. Gardiner, Newton Mass
6	George tiffany St. Logis, Mo
7	Miss Lunn, Montreal
8	Mrs. Dexter Tiffany, St. Louis, Mo
9	Miss Campbell, Montreal
10	Miss Meeker, NY
11	Fred. W. Meeker, NY
2.12	R. B. Van Horne, Montreal
13	Mrs. W. C. Van Horne, Montreal
3.14	Mrs. Hurd, Montreal
15	Mrs. Isaac Denby, Montclair, NJ
16	Mrs. C. F. Smith, Saint John 
17	Mrs. George Innes, Montclair, NJ
18	Mrs. George Innes, Montclair
19	F. J. Lewis, Washington, DC
20	Mrs. F. J. Lewis
21	Mrs. M. P. Lewis
22	Miss Lewis
23	Miss F. A. Hensecker, Montreal
24	Dr. G. B. Orr, Cincinnati
25	Mrs. Orr
26	Mrs. Hensecker, Montreal
27	Dexter Tiffany, St. Louis
4.28	Miss Addie Van Horne, Montreal
5.29	Miss H. M. Campbell
6.30	Miss Van Horne [Sir William’s sister?]
7.31	Miss Hensecker
32	Mrs. Mercer, Newark, NJ
33	Dr. Mercer
34	G. Tileston Wells, NY
35	Charles G. Packer, Newark, NJ
36	Miss Dora Gardiner
37	Mrs. J. H. Merrill, Boston
38	J. E. Merrill, Boston
39	Mrs. Charles V. Carter
8.40	R. E. Armstrong
9.41	Mrs. E. F Fay, Brookline, Mass
42	 Robert S. Gardiner, Newton, Mass
43	Lady Tilley

The menu, considering the short space of time in which there was to prepare it, did infinite credit to the Algonquin cuisine. The cards, too, were neatly printed, each one having four blank pages on which to record autographs. On Judge Speer’s card the autographs of all the guests had been written, and after the dinner, the guests were kept busy for an hour or more writing their autographs on each other’s menu cards. The following were the appetizing dished which Mr. Carter submitted:
	Cream of chicken a la English
	Consommé Prince Supreme
	Baked Savannah Shad, Sauce Claret wine
	Potato croquettes
Baked Devilled Crabs, Baltimore Style
Roast Young Turkey with Dressing, Cranberry sauce
Roast Tenderloin of Beef, stuffed with clams
Browned Sweet Potatoes
Lobster Croquets, Sauce Princess
Broiled Lamb Chops, with French peas
Timbales of Farina, vanilla sauce
New potatoes in cream
String beans, French peas, Mashed Turnips
Chicken on mayonnaise
Pickled Potatoes with Beets
Cabinet Pudding, Brandy Sauce
Green Annie Pie
Mince Pie
Coconut caramels
Angel cake
Dark cake
Citron cake
Orange ice cream
Grapes, pears, confectionary, layer raisins, figs, dates, edam cheese, Kennedy’s Thin Water Crackers, coffee

When all the viands had been duly considered, Judge Speer arose, and in a brief, but very felicitous speech thanked the guest most cordially for the honor they had done him. He had not dreamt that he would be so highly favored on the forty-second anniversary of his birth and the occurrence was one that he would always look back to with feelings of the deepest pleasure. In this beautiful and will governed province, said he, that remorseless enemy Hay Fever, if it should come, would come to me in the guise of friend robbed of all its terrors. He spoke of the pleasure that he had experienced during his first visit to St. Andrews, and particularly that for he first time in nineteen years he was entirely free on his birthday from any symptoms of his remorseless enemy, hay fever. Continuing, he paid a well-deserved compliment to the place, to the Algonquin Hotel and its management, gave expression to the hope that he would meet many of those present another year, and then concluded by an appropriate quotation from one of the poets, which gracefully ended the happy address.
	The Lieutenant Governor was equally happy and equally brief in his speech. He was glad to be present and do honor to such a distinguished gentleman as Judge Speer. He was pleased to be able to welcome the Judge to St. Andrews. Twenty one years had he (Sir Leonard) been summering here, and he felt like a permanent resident. If as is said, Nature abhors a vacuum, equally is it true also that the climate of St. Andrews abhors hay fever. The two cannot exist together. Time and time again has this fact been demonstrate. Sir Leonard, went to say that notwithstanding what was said by certain people in both countries, Canadians were desirous of living on terms of amity and peace with the people of the United States. He pointed out in a pleasant way the advantages St. Andrews has to offer to the American pleasure seeker, and then brought his speech and the festivities to a close by congratulating Judge Speer on the attainment of his forty-second birthday.
	The guest of the evening is the US district judge for Southern Georgia. While an ex-confederate soldier and a genuine Southern man in all of his sympathies, Judge Speer has been in the service of his state and of the National government almost without interruption since he was twenty-three years of age, a circumstance which speaks well for the breadth and sincerity of his devotion to his reunited country.

Mrs. Van Horne and her family returned to Montreal on Monday night in a special Pullman. They made quite a lengthened stay in St. Andrews and were so pleased that they propose returning next summer. We trust that they may.

There was a jolly time at the Algonquin on Saturday night. Of course, the participants were not as numerous as during July, but they were jut as eager for fun. And they had lots of it. The orchestra contributed some of their sweetest and most fascinating dance music, and for a time the floor was well patronized by light-footed dancers. Miss Orr, of Cincinnati, who is a very graceful dancer, favored the spectators with some Highland and fancy dances, and Master Van Horne went through “the fisher’s hornpipe” very pleasingly. Then Mr. Denby set everybody laughing by two humorous recitations, and the laughter increased when she sprung a number of amusing charades upon the guests. But the most laughable feature of the whole entertainment, and one the sent everybody to bed with aching sides, was the “old Virginny” breakdown, by “Paul and Virginia.” Mr. Fay made an excellent “Paul,” and Mr. Carter as “Virginia” was mot bewitching. Their costumes were ‘after the Oriental” a long way after, but they were so fantastic as to make everybody scram with laughter. The dancing was so good, too, that they we obliged to respond to a recall.

“Octave Thanet” demonstrated to the Algonquin guests and a large number of townspeople on Monday night that her accomplishments do not end with her pen, and that there are other ways of handling “characters” than through the medium of ink and paper. On the evening referred to she made her debut as an exhibitor of “was figgers,” and it is needless to add, with complete success. The “characters’ which her magic wand produced were most laughable, among them being the summer boarder, the hay fever sufferer, John L. Sullivan, the laughing girl, the tennis player, Apollo, the dancer, the singing girl, the baseball player, etc. Mr. Denby, Misses Van Horne, Miss Speer, Miss Lewis, Miss Orr, Mr. Carter and Masters tiffany and Cox took part in the exhibition.

Beacon
Dec 7, 1890
W. C. Van Horne, the president of the CPR was born in Illinois in February, 1843. He entered the service of the Illinois Central Railway as telegraph operator at Chicago. He afterwards put in six years on the Joliet division of the Michigan Central. When he became of age he took service with the Chicago and Alton railway as train dispatcher, then as superintendent of telegraphs, and later as assistant superintendent of the railway. Mr. Van Horne, says a writer, is a living proof of the mendacity of that proverb about the rolling stone, for he has rolled around considerably and gathered “moss” all the time. In 1872 he became general superintendent of the St. Louis, Kansas city and Northern railway. From Oct. 1874 till Oct. 1878 he was general manager of the Southern Minnesota line, being president from Dec, 1877 to Dec, 1879 he was also general superintendent of the Chicago and Alton. In Jan.1880 he became general superintendent of the Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul railway, a position he held for two years. In the meantime his capacity and ability as a railway man became known in the west, and the projectors and capitalists of the CPR secured him as manager of that enterprise. He had not reached his goal yet however for his career knew no pause until in 1888 he became president of this the largest private corporation on earth.

Beacon
Dec 18/1890
Some Sound Advice
We commend the following letter to the people of St. Andrews, and we do so for two reasons,—firstly, because the advice which it contains is sound, and secondly, because it is a very clear manifestation of the warm interest which he writer takes in the town. We might explain that this communication was received some days, ago, but as it was marked “personal,” we did not care to make it public until the writer’s permission had been first obtained. In reply to a request to allow it to be published, the writer gives us permission to use it in any way that we see fit, and he further adds that “I marked it private because I feared that some of the good people of St. Andrews might think me presumptuous in some of my suggestions.” We think that we speak the voice of the people of St. Andrews when we say that no suggestion would be considered presumptuous coming from the source from whence this one comes.

4 December 1890
Dear Sir,
Mr. Drinkwater sent me a week or two ago an official reply to your letter of the 13th November about terminal facilities at St. Andrews. I would like to add unofficially suggestions as to one or two matter that have occurred to me as of importance to your town.
	It seems to me that the best way to make the advantages of such a place known to the world is to induce as many people as possible to come there even as pleasure seekers. I may illustrate my meaning by pointing to the experience of Vancouver, where hundred of thousands of dollars have been invested in real estate and buildings and a number of important manufacturing industries have been established ruing the past two years by people from a distance who happened to first that place while on pleasure trips and who had no thought before going there of any such investments. A majority of the finest buildings there were built by gentlemen from England, France and Japan and from different points in the United States, whose attention was attracted to the place in visiting or passing through it on pleasure trips. Of those who visit pleasure resorts a large proportion have large means and many are constantly on the lookout for promising investments. A good ideal has already been done towards making St. Andrews a popular place of resort, but a good deal more should be done and part of this should be done by the town and pat by its people individually, and I have no doubt that those interested in the hotel will do their share, although I know nothing about their views. One of the first things necessary is to provide a suitable place for bathing. Without this St. Andrews must lack the chief attraction of a seaside resort, and it seems to be that the little bay, not very far from the hotel, which is enclosed by a railway, could at a very small expense be made to answer this purpose, but the more attractive it is made the better it will be.
	Another important matter would be the general improvement of the town. It would take but little to make it a most attractive place, for its natural situation is very beautiful. The expense of keeping the streets clean and in good order would not be great and some means should be found for inducing every householder to keep his place, however humble it may be, in a neat and rim condition. Paint and whitewash will go far towards this and will cost little, and flowers cost nothing beyond a little care. If 50 or 100 householders could be got lead off in this I am sure it would work a complete change in the appearance of the town within two years, for everybody with any pride would have to follow. And the business places too should be given a wide awake look, in fact everything suggesting that the town had “gone to seed” should be got rid of if visitors are to be attracted to it and think well of it. This company will do all that is necessary towards putting its own premises in proper order and will make every effort by advertising and otherwise to bring people there.
	I trust that these suggestions will be received in the spirit in which they are given and that I will not be thought officious in having made them. If I had not come to feel a good deal of interest in the matter I should not have taken the trouble to say anything.

Yours truly, 
W. C. Van Horne
 Robert E. Armstrong, Esq.
St. Andrews, New Brunswick


Beacon
April 9/1891
The CPR’s New York Connection
The Saint John people are none too well pleased over the announcement that eh CPR has got a line into New York. The Gazette remarks:
	If Saint John is likely to be injured by the CPR into New York we cannot be expected to regard the arrangement with much enthusiasm, however brilliant it may appear. The distance from Carleton junction on the CPR to a common point west of Ottawa, to New York, via Brookville, is 405 miles as against 629 miles from Carleton junction to Saint John over the CPR, so that the advantage in distance is with New York to the extent of 224 miles. This new arrangement makes it all the more necessary that there should be a clear understanding with the CPR as to what terminal facilities they propose to erect here in consideration of the transfer to them by the city of the Carleton Branch railway and Sand Point wharf property.
	The Globe asks the “truly loyal” to make a note of Manager Van Horne’s statement that ninety per cent of the business which he will deliver to the New York roads “is local business of Canada.”

We will welcome Mr. Van Horne as a summer resident of St. Andrews, knowing that as such he will do all in his power to advance the interest of the town.

St. Andrews as a summer Resort
Manager Van Horne of the CPR to erect a palatial residence on Minister’s Island. Sir Donald Smith and others to build elegant summer home.
Mr.  Robert S. Gardiner, vice-president of the St. Andrews Land Company, and Mr. F. W. Cram made a flying trip to St. Andrews this week to look after their interests here. During their stay, Mr. Cram exercised the option on Minister’s Island, made by the Messrs. Andrews some time ago, by purchasing 150 acres on the south end of the island. This property is purchased for W. C. Van Horne, Esq., and president of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, whose plans for the erection of an extensive and elegant summer residence thereon are completed. Mr. Van Horne expects to have it ready for occupancy this summer. A right for a carriage way from the end of the bar to Mr. Van Horne’s property has also been secured from Messrs. Andrews. It is Mr. Van Horne’s intention to keep a private steam yacht at the Island during the summer, and a floating dock for that purpose will be erected on the S. W. side of the island. It is part of the agreement with the owners of the island that the sand beach at the north-east end of the island, facing Hardwood Island, shall be included in the property purchased to be used for bathing purposes.
	In addition to the purchase for Mr. Van Horne of the Minister’s Island property, several other important sales of land have been made. Sir Donald A. Smith has bought and paid for five acres of the Mowatt farm, opposite Mr. Hoar’s residence. It is Sir Donald’s intention to build a dwelling house either this spring or summer.
	Mr. Thomas Shaughnessy, assistant president of the CPR has bought a lot of about 14,000 feet in “Acadia,” (formerly the Parker property), near the Algonquin. Mr. Jas. Burnett, of Montreal, has purchased similar-sized lot opposite Mr. Shaughnessy’s in “Acadia.”
	Mr. E. A. Taft, of Boston, president of the New York and Boston Despatch Express Company, has become the owner of a 9600 feet lot in “Acadia” as well.
	It is the intention of the Land Company to proceed with the construction of the dam across the mouth of Katy’s Cove (in order to better fit the Cove for bathing purposes), immediately on their obtaining the necessary permits from the land owners adjacent thereto. Mr. S. H. Richardson, of Bangor, who has had a wide experience as a mill and dam builder, having built them all the way from Saint John to Wisconsin, has been here and inspected the propose dam site. The thinks that dam can be easily built, and that it will prove very effective when it is built.

Beacon
April 16/1891
Everybody is feeling better since it has been learned that Mr. Van Horne is to be come a permanent summer resident of St. Andrews.

Beacon
May 21/1891
Mr. Van Horne has not yet been able to get a deed of the property purchased for him on Minister’s Island, owing to the non-arrival of some necessary papers from England. As soon as those arrive, the work will be pushed ahead.

Deed: 1066 
Edwin L. Andrews to W. C. Van Horne
This Indenture made this 23rd day of May in the year 1891 between Edwin L. Andrews of the Parish of St. Andrews in the county of Charlotte Province of New Brunswick, Farmer and Adeline Andrews his wife and William C. Van Horne of the city of Montreal in the Province of Quebec . . . for and in consideration of the sum of three thousand five hundred dollars of lawful money . . . one hundred and fifty acres . . . also a right of way access [across the Andrews property]

Beacon
June 4/1891
The deed of the Minister’s Island property, purchased by Mr. W. C. Van Horne, president of the CPR was forwarded to that gentleman last week. There is a report that Mr. Van Horne will divide the property with Sir Donald Smith.


Beacon
July 9/1891
W. C. Van Horne, General Manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway, accompanied by Supt. Timmerman and Messrs. Grant and Woodcock, arrived in St. Andrews by Tuesday’s train. Mr. Van Horne viewed his purchase on Minister’s Island, before leaving town. He was greatly pleased with it. He chose sites for his summer residence and for Sir Donald smith’s residence. Work on the approaches will be at once begun. Mr. Van Horne, talks of bridging the bar, so as to bring the island in constant communication with the mainland.


Beacon
Aug 6/1891
Mr. E. L. Andrews has begun to get the stone for Mr. Van Horne’s summer residence on Minister’s Island. It will be built of red field granite with red sandstone trimmings.

Beacon
Aug 20/1891
W. C. Van Horne has returned from England, bringing with him many beautiful works of art to ornament his new mansion in Sherbrooke St., Montreal.

Beacon
Oct 29, 1891
Mr. W. C. Van Horne, general manager of the CPR, is daily expected to arrive in St. Andrews. He has given instructions to have a road laid out on his property on Minister’s Island. The stone of his contemplated summer residence is already on the ground.


Beacon
Nov 5/1891
Mr. W. C. Van Horne, General Manager of the CPR, accompanied by Supt. Timmerman and two or three other gentlemen, reached St. Andrews by special train on Friday. The party drove to Minister’s Island, where Mr. Van Horne, decided upon a number of arrangement s with respect to his new house. He told the Beacon that he would probably begin the work of erection at once. The party were favored with charming weather, and enjoyed the drive very much. They went to Saint John the same afternoon.

Beacon
Nov 12/1891
St. Andrews as a Port
General Manger Van Horne, alive as he is to the interest of his road, must see that it would be of immense advantage to the CPR if St. Andrews was developed as a freight port. The satisfactory manner in which the coal business has been handled ought to be sufficient proof to him that if increased facilities were provided there would be no limit to the amount of business that could b done here. If coals can be handled here cents a ton cheaper in St. Andrews than in Saint John (and this has been demonstrated), there is no reason in the world why sugar and other kinds of freight cannot also be handled as cheaply. St. Andrews is a port that is easy to be reached at all times of tide and at all times of year by vessels of any size, it is a cheap port for vessels, and if the CPR would make the same effort to develop it that they have made to develop Vancouver, we think they would be well repaid for their trouble and expenditure. With such a handy and well-protected port as St. Andrews (provided there were proper wharf facilities) there would be no excuse for the steamers of the Allan Line running to Portland in the winter months. Their passenger and freight for Canada could be landed here just as well as at Portland, and both could be forwarded from this port quite as direct and expeditiously. We would invite Mr. Van Horne’ attention to this subject, and we would also invite the attention of the Canadian government, so that when mail tender are being asked for, the port of St. Andrews may be included with the other Canadian ports.

The construction of Mr. W. C. Van Horne’s summer residence on Minister’s Island will be entered upon immediately. The building, which Mr. Van Horne proposes erecting, will be rather a striking one. It will be two stories in height, with a broad verandah in front. The lower floor will contain one large room 40 x 40, and at either end of it where will be four rooms, 16 x 16. The second floor will be utilized for sleeping rooms. The site selected is an excellent one, commanding a splendid view of Passamaquoddy Bay and the surrounding island and shores. The building will front to the south. It will be of wood, with a ten inch wall of field granite outside. The wooden work and the inside finish will probably be completed this winter, an as soon as spring comes the outside wall will be erected. The house will be ready for occupation the coming season.

Beacon
Dec 17/1891
Reciprocity in Summer Homes.
The recent purchase of real estate in St. Andrews, for the location of summer houses, by a number of well-known Canadian and American gentlemen, among whom are Sir Donald A. Smith, president of the Bank of Montreal and president of the Hudson Bay Co., President W. C. Van Horne of the Canadian pacific; Thomas G. Shaughnessy, vice president of the same company, and James Burnett, the banker and broker, gives evidence of the present estimation in which St. Andrews is held as a healthful and naturally beautiful place and conveys in some degree the importance of its future.
	Mr. Van Horne has begun the erection, on Minister’s Island, of a two story house, mainly to be built of stone boulders, covering a ground area of 40x80 feet, with verandahs 10 feet wide on three sides and, from the fact that he has acquired for this purpose of 150 acres of land in one of the most sightly and romantic locations on the whole Atlantic coast, it may safely be assumed that no expense will be spared to create an establishment rivalling many of Bar Harbour’s “cottage” estates. The house is to be ready for occupancy at the opening of the summer season of 1892.
	On another beautiful location, known as Hume’s Hill, within a mile of the Algonquin Hotel, Sir Donald Smith has purchased five acres of land, from any part of which panoramic views of St. Andrews, Passamaquoddy bay, with its spatter of islands, and the ocean beyond, are had. Here he will erect a summer “cottage” worthy of the location and in accord with the wealth and surroundings of the owner.
	Within 500 yards of the Algonquin, 150 feet above salt water and overlooking it on every side, Mr. Shaughnessy has bought a moderate sized piece of land upon which he will locate a unique, comfortable summer home. Directly opposite Mr. Shaughnessy’s property is that of James Burnett, and further along on the same crest, Boston gentlemen have purchased locations and well-known residents of other American cities are considering the purchase of property, with the view of building.
	The syndicate formed some three years ago, with Sir Leonard Tilley the lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick at its head, with a strong sprinkling of American representative men associated with him, for the purpose of advancing the interests of St. Andrews as a summer resort, has never deviated from its original policy, which was to place the attractions of St. Andrews before the public by the construction and conduct of a first-class hotel, that persons of position and means might learn for themselves the incomparable beauty and healthfulness of St. Andrews, and thus create a demand for property upon which to build, rather than follow the unwholesome example of “booming” the place, or by giving away alternate pieces of land to attract purchasers.

Beacon
Dec 17/1891
Mr. Van Horne at Home. In Montreal. Details of what home life was like for Van Horne.
“Gad” in the Toronto News, writes as follows about Mr. W. C. Van Horne and his home life.
He has a beautiful home in Dorchester Street and there he unbends. Surrounded by every evidence of refinement and good taste and those costly things which are treasured for their rarity and are within reach only of the opulent, he leads a comparatively simple life and whoever has the entrée there meets an easy-paced, informal and interesting gentleman from whose conversation something can always be learned. An elegant home, truly. Here cabinets of rare china, there collections of Satsuma ware, which Japanese officials have come to admire and regret that it is so far from home, vases of delicate and long-forgotten glazes, relics of fluxes the secret of which has been lost to those who once employed them. Here a real peachblow bowl worth a small fortune, there ox-blood turns before which collectors would linger in admiration. The cabinet, which contains a priceless possession in fragile, porcelains, was once a Buddhist shrine, before which the barefooted heathen erstwhile fell prostrate. Here a Rembrandt revealed itself in that deft mingling of light and shade, the secret of which has perished and the truth gone, there a Gainesboro, different but almost as desirable. Picked up abroad, probably, as were the works of Dutch and French masters, which made the walls beautiful. Pictures everywhere, and vested in once who evidently understands their artistic value and their material worth.
	“Here’s where I go when I want to forget the railway and leave all that business behind me,” he said one Saturday night as he led the way to the top of the house where his “den” is.
	It was a man’s room, the one place where this busy one allowed disorder to prevail, for disorder in places of this kind is agreeable to the masculine mind. A green-clad table where plebeian and aristocratic pipes mingled in the most democratic way beside tobacco boxes, waiting to transmit their calming influences to any trouble nerve center requiring their solacing tough, called for attention and met with ready response. Here he does his painting, and round about on easel and floor were pictures in all stages of advancement. Books everywhere, maps, drawing and mathematical instruments, but perhaps most interestingly of all, a cabinet containing a collection of Japanese sword guards, collected at different times in Japan and presented to him. Each one of them has a history and each one shows exquisite workmanship in bronze and inlaid silver and gold, over a hundred of them, and nothing of the kind like them in America, maybe. Innocent amusement, this collecting, for a man’s leisure hours, but there must be means withal or they can’t be got.
	The talk lasted far into the night. He has a peculiar lisp which lends a certain charm to his conversation. He compared cities as places of residence, and remarked that in the quietude of declining years if he had his choice he would prefer Haarlem, where the tulips grow and the Dutch bulbs, and where quiet, cleanliness and simplicity of life prevails. A drowsy place with nothing to jar one in its somnolent attributes. A matter under discussion was the preparation of a work on the resources of British Columbia, and to show his knowledge of the theme he produced all the books and pamphlets on the subject which he could secure on this side and in England, some of them going back a hundred years and more. His bibliophism took this form, the collection of Canadian books, especially those relating to British Columbia and the far West. During the talk he expressed the opinion that the best book work so far as printing is concerned is done in Scotland. He can speak the Chinook, that jargon or conglomeration of linguistic terms or sounds which serves the purpose of a language in intercourse with the Indians of the western slope, the Siwashes and others, and he gave samples of its absurd and laughable derivations. He seemed to interest himself in astronomy. He had a powerful binocular glass which a young gentleman present manipulated so far as to observe Jupiter and his satellites. If the earth’s atmosphere is subject to planetary influences, those might be valuable observations upon which to base conjecture as to the conditions of the Manitoba crops as contrasted with the climatic differentiation in the banana belt of Dakota. Such was suggested and he laughed a merry, boyish laugh. Indeed, when he puts off the official demeanour of the manger of a great railway he is like a boy in his way and in his pleasures. That is best. May the heart of all of us ever be young. Then it will be truer, more confiding, and no warped as in those who hurry themselves to be old.

For three weeks the workmen on Manager Van Horne’s cottage waited for lumber to arrive from Saint John. It had been billed from Saint John for St. Andrews in proper time, and it was a mystery to a great many why it did not get to its destination. Finally, engineer Brewer came down to look after it, and he found the lumber piled up in the St. Andrews railway yard, where it had been for over a fortnight, waiting for the owner to claim it. The wrong man’s name had been placed on the shipping bill, hence the trouble.

President Van Horne claims that the CPR has beaten the world’s record for speed on the rails. Some weeks ago a special train made the run between Smith’s Falls and Montreal, a distance of 127 miles, in 120 minutes. Nearly forty miles of the journey were traversed at a rate of 70 miles an hour. England’s highest record for a run of this length is 55.4 miles an hour, and that of the US 58. Canada’s record is now more than a mile a minute, and Mr. Van Horne says he has locomotives that can do better than that.

Beacon
Dec 31/1891
Work on Mr. Van Horne’s summer cottage on Minister’s Island, has been proceeding rapidly lately. All the cellar walls have been constructed, and in a few weeks the contract for he superstructure will be entered upon. The cottage will be a credit to Mr. Van Horne and to St. Andrews.

	
Beacon
March 10, 1892
Property Valuations listed: among valuations for real estate only, Van Horne’s at 2500, one of top ten. But at least a dozen higher than him: among whom Algonquin Hotel at 18,000; N. T. Blakeney at 3500; Emory Hoar at 2000; Jean Kennedy at 2000; George Lowell at 2300, Robert Kerry at 2000; Henry O’Neill at 7000; Emma Robinson at 4500; Robert  Ross at 3600. At this point Van Horne owns only the 150 acres on which Covenhoven sits.

Beacon
May 19/1892
Manager Van Horne, of the CPR, has set out on his annual tour of inspection of the road. He hopes to be back to Montreal in time to receive Lord Mount Stephen, ex-president of the road, who will set sail fro Liverpool on the 26th.

Beacon
May 26/1892
As a Summer Resort
Now that Manager Van Horne, of the CPR, has demonstrated beyond a doubt that he intends locating his summer residence here, we can look forward with a greater degree of certainty and hope to the advancement of St. Andrews as a summer resort. With the wide influence and extended acquaintance which Mr. Van Horne has, there is every reason to believe that his coming will prove of very great advantage, not only from a summer point of view, but from a commercial view as well. It is to the interest of the railway to have as much business done here as possible. The more people they can attract here, the more cottages they can have erected, the more vessels they can bring to the port, the more trade they can develop here, the more benefit the railway will reap from the town. Therefore it is that Mr. Van Horne's advent we hail with a great deal of satisfaction. We hope that the good impressions which he has formed of the place will not be removed by his residence where, but on the contrary they will be increased and strengthened, and that with the assistance of the townspeople, he may be able to lift the beautiful little town from the slough of despond into which it has fallen lately, and place it once again on the high road to prosperity.

Summer Notes
The Wild Waves Whisper that there is a Good Time coming
The skies are dark and lowering, and there is a frigidity about the atmosphere that is very suggestive of November, but the grass is green, the field daisies are in bloom, the trees are hastening into leaf, and the wild waves which beat along the shore are whispering that the weather in the west is very warm and that there is a strong indication of many summer sojourners turning their footstep StAndrewsward this season.
	The stately Argyll is not with us this season, but the Algonquin, the peer of any of the summer resort hotels of the East-will be open for business July 1, and under the excellent management of Mr. Albert Miller, will doubtless do a big business. Mr. Miller writes that he is looking forward to a good summer.
	W. C. Van Horne, Manager of the CPR, who has kept everybody on tenterhooks for the past few months, wondering whether he intended finishing up his summer mansion on Minister’s Island, removed all anxiety on Thursday last, when he sent a crew of them here to get the foundation of his building ready for the superstructure. Mr. McAvity, master mason, of the CPR , has charge of the men. Work will be pushed forward with all speed, though it is hardly likely that the house will be ready for occupation this summer. It is understood that Mr. Van Horne’s family will spend the summer at the Algonquin.
	Reports promise a brilliant season on the Maine coast, remarks a Maine paper. Twould be strange if St. Andrews did not get a large slice of the anticipate brilliance.
	Down on Campobello, everybody is hustling in expectation of the “good times coming.” The furniture of the Gorham Hubbard cottage just completed came by steamer Tuesday, says the Eastport Sentinel, and boats are transporting it across the harbor. The interior fittings and furnishing of the cottage will be all in place and ready for occupancy in a short time now.
	
Beacon
June 9/1892
Rapid progress is beginning made on Manager Van Horne’s cottage on Minister’s Island.
	
Beacon
June 23/1892
The carpenter work has been finished at the CPR depot here and Mr. Thompson has removed his crew to St. Andrews where they will begin the erection of a $50,000 summer cottage for President Van Horne of the CPR. Fredericton Herald.

Manager Van Horne's Summer Cottage
A Princely Mansion to be Erected on Minister’s Island
At the south-western extremity of Minister’s Island, almost within stone throw of the waters of St. Andrews Bay, Manager Van Horne, of the C. P .R., is erecting his magnificent summer residence. It is no ordinary structure that Mr. Van Horne has in contemplation, for, when, completed, it will be fit mansion for a prince to occupy.
	The foundation walls, eighteen inches in thicknss, have just been completed, and cover an area 84 feet wide by 60 feet deep. They are composed largely of grey granite. The building will be two stories in height, with a broad verandah surrounding the front and sides, the general effect, as seen from the architect's plans, closely resembling what one would expect to meet among the paintings of the old Dutch masters. The verandah will be supported by columns of rough field stone, and the first story will be walled up with stone of a similar character. A large recess in the front of the building, in which the entrance will be located, will be composed entirely of glss, in small panes. This will serve to illumine the large hall inside, while it will give the structure a novel appearance from the outside. Opposite the entrance an immense old-fashioned fire-lace will be built. The foundation stone for he fire-lace has already been set in place. On either side of the hall will be two large rooms, which can be used for sleeping rooms or for other purposes. The kitchen, bathroom, etc, will be located in the ell in the rear of the house. A broad stairway leads to the second floor, which will be utilized almost entirely as sleeping apartments. There are five large rooms on this floor, also a bathroom. Each room is provided with closet and cupboards. The outlook from the upper windows, or from the verandah, will be grand in the extreme. To the west and north lie the peninsula of St. Andrews and the hills and meadows of Chamcook and Bocabec; to the south and west are the waters of St. Andrews Bay and the St. Croix, bordered on the outer edge by Pendleton’s island, Deer Island and shore of Maine. Looking towards the east, over the silvery bosom of St. Andrews Bay, with its setting of verdant islands, the eyes rests upon the woods, and fields, and mountains of SG, Pennfield, Mascarene and Digdeguash. A more charming spot, to soothe and rest the weary brain of the big railroad man, could be round than this. The building is now in the hands of the carpenters. It cannot be completed for this season, but will be ready for next season. It is Manager Van Horne's intention to spend a portion of this season with his family at the Algonquin. He will thus have an opportunity of superintending the construction of the building and also of carrying out improvements on the grounds surrounding it."

Beacon
June 30, 1892
Manager Van Horne, of the CPR, together with local officials of that road, and a prominent representative of the “Soo” line, took a run to St. Andrews on Thursday last, spending few hours here. Mr. Van Horne came down to see what progress was being made on his summer mansion.

Beacon
July 14/1892
The work of building Manager Van Horne’s summer cottage is being pushed with all speed. Mr. Van Horne had decided that the outer walls shall be constructed of red sandstone, instead of the fieldstone, and a quarry for that purpose has been opened on his premises.

Beacon
July 28/1892
Manager Van Horne of the CPR and several of the leading officials of the road, have been recently inspecting the terminal facilities at Halifax, a circumstance which gives rise to the rumor that the CPR is about to gobble up the I.C.R.

New Summer Residences
Substantial Evidence of St. Andrews Growth as a Summer Resort
In addition to Mr. W. C. Van Horne’s elegant summer mansion, which is rapidly approaching completion on Minister’s Island, there will be at least two other summer residences begun in St. Andrews this season. Robert S. Gardiner of Boston, Vice-president of the St. Andrews Land Company, has purchased lots 18 and 19 on Acadia Avenue (about in rear of the Algonquin tennis ground) and has had plans prepared for the erection of a very pretty home for himself. Estimates for its construction are now being asked for, and next week, probably, the contract will be given out. The cottage will be of wood, and will be constructed after the Colonial style. It will have two stories and an attic, and around three sides of it will extend a verandah eight feet wide. The house itself will be 41 feet wide. On the lower floor will be a broad hall—15 in width—also parlor, dining room and kitchen, and Mr. Gardner’s “private den,’ which, by the way, will be quite elaborately fitted up. There will be bathroom and closet on this floor. Upstairs there will be five sleeping rooms and bathroom.
	A few details might be of interest to the Beacon readers. The door of the main hall will be a large double one, of the good old-fashioned pattern, which admits of the bottom portion being closed, while the upper half is open. The chimney will be so situated that there will be fireplaces into it from the corner of the hall and from the corners of the parlor and the dining room. The kitchen range will also enter the same chimney. Mr. Gardiner’ private room, which is located to the left of the entrance, can be entered from the verandah, or from a sliding door in the hall. Portieres will take the place of doors in the entrances to parlor and the dining room. The plans have been prepared by Winslow and Wetherell, architects, of Boston. Mr. D. B. Claflin, of Boston, is to come here tomorrow to select a site for a cottage for himself. He will begin the erection of it this season.

Beacon
Aug. 4/1892
Now that President Van Horne has discovered how fast he can travel on the New Brunswick branch of his road, we would like to see him put his knowledge to some practical purpose.

Variety is the spice of life. What a spice-box St. Andrews must be for the summer tarrier. . . . If he is an artist, or if he is a Kodak fiend, there is no scarcity of subjects for brush or camera.

Flying to St. Andrews. President Van Horne Makes Fast Time Between Saint John and St. Andrews. 
The railroad record between Saint John and St. Andrews was badly fractured on Friday last. The parties largely responsible for this deed were John McKenna and “Haggerty’s flyer.”
	It was 1:50 o’clock, standard time, when President Van Horne of the CPR, and his son R. B. Van Horne; Vice-president Shaughnessy; Lt. Governor Kirkpatrick, of Ontario; R. B. Angus, a prominent director of the CPR; Superintendent Timmerman, of the Atlantic Division; H. H. McLean, managing director of the Shore Line railway, and two or three other officials of lesser note, settled themselves in Mr. Van Horne’s sumptuous private car “Saskatchewan” at the Saint John station, preparatory to making one of the fastest runs ever made between that city and the Canadian Saratoga.
	But one other car, a baggage car, constituted the train. “Haggerty’s flyer,” the re-modelled locomotive, which recently left the hands of the McAdam machinists, was in advance. Tom McKenna, the veteran driver of the road, held the lever. Master Mechanic Haggerty, who was anxious to see what his pet machine would go, also occupied a seat in the cab.
	At 1:52 Conductor Ned Cassidy called out “all aboard.” Scarcely had the words passed his lips before the throttle of the engine was pulled open, and out of the station the train flew, as an arrow shot from a bow. With speed unslackened, it shot up along Strait Shore, and out towards the “cantilever” bridge, while crowds of spectators gathered along the streets in the vicinity and gazed at it in anxious wonder. There was a slight decrease of speed in crossing the bridge, but when it was passed, the engine was once more given its head. When the first seven miles had been traversed, it was seen that but ten minutes had been used up. About this time the occupants of the “Saskatchewan” sat down to dinner. They found it rather hazardous work sipping their coffee while their train was cleaving the atmosphere at a sixty-five mile gait, so a request was made to run a little slower until the mal was over. Tom was a little disappointed, but in obedience to orders, he reduces the speed during the next eighteen miles. The firs stop was made at Fredericton Junction, which was reached at 2:46. At 2:50 the train was off again.
	With the President’s meal finished, and a straight track ahead, the engineer pulled the lever out to the furthest notch. The big engine bounded forward, leaving behind her great clouds of smoke. At 3:15 Harvey station (20 miles from Fredericton Junction) was left behind, and on towards McAdam the train thundered. At “the North-east,” says Conductor Cassidy, she was reeling a 68-mile clip, which was the fastest time done during he whole journey. McAdam was reached at 3:36. While the wheels were being examined there, William Davis, engineer of the St. Andrews exprss, went on board the engine to pilot McKenna into St. Andrews. The party in the car were likewise augmented by Mr.  Robert Meighen, of Montreal, and his son.
	At 3:46, ten minutes after her arrival at the junction, the train was speeding off towards St. Andrews. The fifteen miles intervening between McAdam and Watt Junction were covered in 17 minutes. That speed would doubtless have been maintained to St. Andrews if Supt. Timmerman had not ordered the engineer to run the rest of the distance at thirty miles an hour. Ti was not intended to make any further stops, but when Rolling Dam was being approached, the vigilant engineer noticed a red flag at the station. He hauled his train up, and while the section foreman was explaining that the flat was left there by mistake, a drop or two of tallow was placed on a hot journal.
	The rest of the journey was without incident, the train running into St. Andrews at 4:45 o’clock, having traversed the 127 miles in 173 minutes, including stops. Deducting the stops the running time was 2 hours and 38 minutes.
. . . On alighting at St. Andrews, Mr. Shaughnessy approached the engineer, and expressed his gratification at the satisfactory run he had made.
	While Mr. Van Horne and two or three others of the party drove to Minister’s Island in Mallory’s barouche to inspect his new cottage, the remainder betook themselves to the Algonquin. On returning from the island, Mr. Van Horne and lt. Governor Kirkpatrick were entertained at dinner by Sir Leonard Tilley.
	At 4 o’clock the following morning, Mr. Van Horne’s party departed from St. Andrews.

Beacon
Aug 25/1892
Mr. W. C. Van Horne, president of the CPR railway, and Mr. R. B. Angus, one of the directors, have gone to the old country on a business trip. It is though that their trip may be in connection with the proposed fast Atlantic line of steamers.

Beacon
Sept 1/1892
There are various rumours afloat regarding the object of Mr. Van Horne’s visit to England. It is believed in many quarters that it is in connection with the fast Atlantic service. It is said that a new train service is to be started between Chicago and Halifax over the CPR and that all new trains will be scheduled to run sixty miles an hour. This fast time is to be made in order to complete with New York for ocean travel.

Beacon
Oct 27/1892
The magnificent summer residence, which General Manager Van Horne, of the CPR has been building on Minister’s Island, is almost completed. The red sandstone which was largely used in its construction, and which has undoubtedly added to its beauty, was quarried on the island, within a few rods of the house. A barn of larger proportions is now being built a short distance from the Van Horne house.

Beacon
Nov 24/1892
The barn and carriage house, which W. C. Van Horne has erected alongside his magnificent summer residence on Minister’s Island, is quite a comfortable looking building. On the lower floor are the carriage-room, stable, with stalls for eight horses or cattle tool-room and ice-shed. Over the stable is space for hay and fodder, and over the carriage-room are the apartments of the stale-keeper, consisting of two comfortable rooms, with southern exposure. In independent stairway on the Southside of the barn leads to the dwelling apartment.

Despatch to Globe
Montreal, Nov. 22
There is now a good chance of St. Andrews Nb, being the future winter port of Canada. The Canada Shipping company, or Beaver Line, whose steamer run during he season of navigation between Montreal and Liverpool, are considering he advisability of running to St. Andrews in the winter. Plans of the harbor are in the possession of the Beaver Line management. A new wharf and a grain elevator are wanted at St. Andrews and the railroad to run down to the wharf. Mr. Murray, manager of the Beaver Line, is to consult with Mr. Van Horne on the subject of making St. Andrews the winter port of the line.

Beacon
Dec 8/1892
The Beaver Line and St. Andrews
Judging by present indications, the visit of the Beaver Line to St. Andrews stands indefinitely postponed. The correspondence, which has passed on the subject, shows that the steamship people are anxious to have a Canadian winter port, and that they are well satisfied with the reports which have been sent them of St. Andrews. They have approached the CPR, with a view to providing the necessary wharf facilities for them, but the railway insists that he steamship company will given them a guarantee that the wharves, if built, will be continued in use by them or some other steamship company. The Beaver Line manager, regarding the matter as an experiment solely, has so far declined to give such guarantee. As a way out of the difficulty, it would appear that President Van Horne has suggested Saint John as a port that might be experiment on by the Company. Whether the suggestion will be acted upon or not, we have not heard.
	In acknowledging information sent him concerning the port, by M. N. Cockburn and others, General Manager Murray, of the Beaver Line, has sent a letter to the editor of the Beacon, in which he discusses the project and the difficulties which surround it, but as the letter is marked “private” we do not feel at liberty to use it. The following communication from President Van Horne does not bear any private mark, and as it contains marked evidence of good will towards the port, we hope the writer will pardon us for giving it publication:—
Montreal, 30th November, 1892
My Dear Sir,—
I have your letter of the 26th. I will take great pleasure in doing anything I can towards bringing the Beaver Line or any other line to St. Andrews. I have already had a conversation with Mr. Murray of the Beaver Line on the subject referred to. Running to St. Andrews or the Bay of Fundy can only be regarded by them at present in the light of an experiment and we would not of course be justified in expending fifty or one hundred thousand dollars in providing wharves which might only be used for a few trips, and there does not seem to be any way by which we can be made reasonably safe in the matter. I think it probable that they will try the experiment at Saint John , because if it succeeds there it will be pretty certain to succeed at St. Andrews.
	I can only say just now that we will be delighted if we can be in any way instrumental in giving St. Andrews a new start, and you may be assured that no opportunity to do this will be lost.
	Yours truly,
	W. C. Van Horne
		R. E. Armstrong, Esq., St. Andrews, N. B.
	This letter would be very satisfactory, if it were not for the sentence we have italicized. Not that we have any desire to shut Saint John out from any business—goodness knows it needs all the business it can get—but because we cannot see the force of Mr. Van Horne’s logic. Saint John as a commercial port, we admit, is head and heels over St. Andrews, but as a natural harbour, it cannot be mentioned in the same breath. If the experiment should prove a success in Saint John , we are sufficiently well acquainted with the business people of that city to know that they will not let the steamers go to St. Andrews or any other port if they can help it, and it is not very likely that the steamship company would want another port if Saint John would suit them. On the other hand, if the experiment at Saint John should fail through any natural disadvantages which that port may possess, it would be manifestly unfair that St. Andrews should be condemned also. Saint John harbour, it should be remembered, is much father up the Bay of Fundy than the port of St. Andrews, and to reach it in the winter season the mariner has to encounter perils and pass dangers which are unknown to the mariner seeking this port. There are rocks and reefs and dangerous currents to be avoided, and in foggy weather or when the sea is covered with vapour, the utmost caution has to be exercised. Again, should a steamer of large tonnage reach the mouth of the Saint John harbor at low tide, she would be obliged to heave to or come to anchor until tide rises.
	This would mean a delay of several hours, and delays are as dangerous as they are expensive and annoying to ocean craft, particularly to steamers. All such delays are avoided in approaching St. Andrews harbor. Be the tide ever so low at St. Andrews, there is an abundance of water in the channel and in the harbor for the largest vessel afloat, and she would have no difficulty whatever in steaming to her berth. This one great point which this port possesses over Saint John. Another strong point in our favor is the saving in pilotage which might be effected by steamers entering this port. While a pilot is absolutely necessary to the mariner who is not thoroughly acquainted with Saint John harbor, there is no need of a pilot to St. Andrews after the first trip has been made. And, indeed, his services might even be dispensed with on the first rip, as the course is so clear, after the land has been made on the American coast, that a stranger by the exercise of ordinary caution, could easily find his way, in unaided. There are no strong currently in this harbor, such as are met with in Saint John harbor during freshet times and in the early spring. Further the price of labor is cheaper here, and the port could be made much cheaper in other respects than Saint John as it would not coast so much to maintain harbor facilities here. These advantage, coupled with the advantage of a shorter railway haul, are what make St. Andrews such a vastly superior port to Saint John.
	We must confess that we are a little disappointed over the result of the conference between the railway and steamship people, but we are not among those who are going to give up in despair. Having put our hand to the plough we propose pushing it along, while there is the smallest chance of success. So far from despairing we think there is much in what has transpired lately to encourage hope in the breasts of St. Andrews people. The advantages of our port have at last received a measure of recognition from an ocean steamship line, and though obstacles have been thrown in the way of their utilization, we feel that the day is not far distant when these obstacles will be forced aside. Again, we have the assurance of the CPR that they are interested in the development of the port. In view of their action in this matter the assurance may not seem to some people as being worth a great deal. But we think otherwise. Mr. Van Horne probably feels that it would not be politic for his road to begin to develop St. Andrews, while such an important port as Saint John is clamouring for recognition, and is spending so much money to obtain it. Should the steamship people refuse to act upon his suggestion to go to Saint John and should insist that they want St. Andrews and will take no other port in Canada, then he could proceed with a free hand in developing this port.
	Referring again to the subject of Mr. Van Horne’s letter, we see no reason why the railway company should assume all the risk of providing improvements here. The Provincial Government has made an appropriation of $20,000 for just such a purpose as this, and though St. Andrews did treat the government a little shabbily during the late election, we have reason to believe that this grant would be increased, if the circumstance would warrant it. Three is legislation on the statute books which enable the people of the town to assess themselves up to a sum not exceeding $1,000 a year whenever they feel like it, and furthermore, we think that if the railway people or the steamship people presented the matter in the proper light before he Dominion Government, a favourable response might also be obtained from that quarter. On the whole, we think that if it was only the financial question that trouble the railway, they could soon over come that.

Beacon 
Dec 22/1892
Beaver Line and St. Andrews
We do not desire to raise any false hopes in the breasts of the people of St. Andrews, with respect to the utilization of their port by the Beaver Line, but we think thee are good reasons why they should feel encouraged over the present outlook. General Manager Murray, of the Steamship line, is now on his way to Liverpool. In a letter to the editor of the Beacon, written from Montreal on the 17th inst., he says he “cannot at present go further into this question, but hope something can and will be arranged so that ocean steamers may be able to be loaded to and from your port next winter season.” There’s many a slip ‘twixt the cup and the lip, but with such an assurance as the above we think the people of St. Andrews and Charlotte County may well feel encouraged.
	Mr. Van Horne, who evidently has a deeper interest in St. Andrews than the Halifax Chronicle gives him credit for, also send us a copy of a letter sent by him to the manager of the Beaver Line, “in order that there may be no possible doubt about our position in the matter of ocean traffic at St. Andrews.” Mr. Van Horne prefaces his letter by “referring to Mr. Armstrong’s letter to you about St. Andrews, which you have been so good as to send me,” and then he goes on to state,—as he stated in his last letter published in the Beacon—the reasons why his company did not see their way clear to expend a large sum of money in building wharves here for the Beaver Line to experiment upon. Another matter is touched upon in this connection, but as the publication of it might prejudice our interests, we refrain from doing so.
	It looks to us as if the steamship people had decided to accept the railway company’s terms and give the guarantee asked for. If they have, it means that St. Andrews will hereafter be the winter port of the Beaver Line.

Beacon
March 16/1893
Preliminary list of proposed property valuations for 1893. Van Horne second with 5,000; only Tilley higher at 6,000.

President Van Horne and family will probably occupy their new summer residence on Minister’s Island the coming summer. The house can be made ready for occupation in a month or two.

Beacon 
March 30, 1893
New Summer Residences
Before leaving for his New Jersey home, Mr. George Inness, jr., entered into a contract with Messrs. Stevenson and Mackenzie, builders, for the construction of his new house, which is to be erected on the lot east of the Algonquin Hotel recently purchased by him. Mr. Inness’s building will cover an area of 133 x 32 feet and the plans indicate that it will be a very a handsome structure. The ground floor will contain a large parlor a commodious hall, also dining room, kitchen and pantries. Further along, under the same roof, will be the carriage house and barn. On the second floor, there will be half a dozen or more large chambers, besides the studio of Mr. Inness, who is an artist to considerable repute. The contractors have agreed to have the building completed and ready for occupation by the first of July. Mr. Inness is already arranging for the purchase of his furniture, intending to begin life in St. Andrews just as soon as his house is ready to receive him
	 Mr. R. S. Gardiner’s new summer residence is advancing to completion very fast. The roof is nearly all shingled, and the door and window casings are in place. Lathing will be begun in a day or two. The house is going to be a very pretty structure when finished.
	W. C. Van Horne’s summer mansion on Minister’s Island, will, it is said, be finished by June 1.

Beacon
April 13/1893
From the remarks dropped by President Van Horne, during his brief stay here, last week, it is evident that he managers of the Beaver Line have not yet reached decision regarding their winter port. St. Andrews still stands a chance of being selected. There is no gainsaying the fact that there is no port in lower Canada better adapted to the wants of a progressive company like the Beaver Line than the port of St. Andrews. Freight can be hauled to and from it cheaper and quicker than from any other Maritime Province port, for the simple reason that it is the nearest port on the Atlantic to Montreal and the West. And there is no port in All Canada where the port charges can be brought to low as at this port. These advantages with other we have frequently indicated, make St. Andrews the best winter port that Canada now has.

“One summer hotel won’t make a summer resort,” says President Van Horne. That’s one reason why he wants to convert the Osburn house into a hotel.

Mr. Van Horne’s aide-de Camp
He figures as a speculator in Indian Opium sand Straw Hats. Article.
There is no man connected with the CPR who has had more experiences to the square inch than Jim French, the “cullud gemman” who does the honors so gracefully in President Van Horne’s private car, and there is none who can relate his experiences more quaintly or more forcibly, or who can interlard them with more swear-words, than the aforesaid James. In fact, from the rugged cliffs of Cape Breton to the ocean-laved shores of British Columbia James French stands out alone and unique, the ne plus ultra, as it were, of all that is scientific and quaint in latter day profanity.
	Yet Jim is not bad, or vicious. On the contrary, he is as meek as a mouse, as generous as a lord, as sharp as a steel trap, and his heart is as big as the car in which he drives. Surrounded by wealth and luxury, Jim has had his dreams of greatness, but alas, many of them have not panned out as he had anticipated.
	One of these, he related to the Beacon, while the President’s car was waiting on the track at the Bar Road, the other day. It was while he was in Victoria, BC, some years ago, that Jim experienced one of these ecstatic dreams. Somebody had whispered in his ear that if he invested his spare cash—he had about $225 in his inside pocket just then—in opium that he could treble his money back east. The vision of the wealth that was to roll in upon him as a result of this speculation nearly turned his head, and after a feverish night he pocketed his wealth next day and invested the whole of it in opium at $7.50 a point. He got back to Montreal with his investment, and lost no time in seeking out the leading druggist. “I told him that I had about $300 worth of the stuff, and asked him what he would give me for it. He looked at a little book, and then told me that it was worth $4.50 a pound. Geewhilakers! How my heart beat! only $4.50 a pound and I had paid $7.50 for it! I thought he was mistaken, but he showed me it in black and white. You see, the market for opium’s something like wheat—it—it—what in—do you call it—oh, yes—it fluctuates. One day it’s up and the next day its down. I struck it on the down grade. And how my heart beat!
	“I tried every dealer in Montreal, but not one of theme would give me a cent more than $4.50. Then I took it home and stowed it under the bed, and told the old ‘ooman not to let any of the children tech it. She wanted to know hat it was. ‘Dynamite! Dynamite! says I. Don ‘t you let them children tech it! Then she screamed, and told me to take it out, or we’d all be blowed up. At last, I told her all about it. She looked daggers at me, but none of them children teched it.”
	“Some time after this I was in Chicago. I took the stuff with me. Only $5 a pound there! How my heart beat! I tried in other Yankee towns, but it was no go. And all this time I might have been getting 4 percent for my money if it hadn’t been for that ——- ——- —— —— —— villain in Victoria! A shame, wan’t it?
	“Next year, I was going to British Columbia, and I took it along with me. Tried to sell it to all the Chinese camps we passed, but couldn’t do it. None of them would give me what I had paid for it. At that time, the track stopped at Port Moody. Of course, you know where Port Moody is. Well, there was a big Chinaman there and I hooked onto him.
	“How muchee givee me? I asked.
	“Givee you seven dollar hop!” said John.
	“Seven dollars and a half! Geewhilakers, how my heart beat! Just to think I was going to get my money back! Then I thought I’d strike for more, just for interest, you know!
	“Worth more than that,” said I.
	“Seven dollee hop,” all I givee. Gettee it in Victoria for seven dollee hop.”
	“But I have nearly three hundred dollars worth.”
	“Allee sammee thousand dollee; me take it seven dollee hop.”
	“And you ought to have seen me ‘hop’ for that car. Geewhilakers! How my heart beat! I took every blessed ounce of it and sold it to John. And it’ll be a cold day again before you see me buying opium.
		“Got salted on hats, too! yes, I did. You know those straw hats, those cheap hats, those ornery hats, those ——- —— —— —— things that farmers wear in the fields! Of course, you do. Well, a friend told me in British Columbia that there was a bonanza for me in it, if I took a lot of them out. I could get fifty cents apiece for them. Went to a Montreal dealer, and asked him the price of them wholesale. “Four cents,” said he. “I’ll take all you have,” said I. His eyes got big as saucers, and I guess he thought I was crazy. He sold me about three hundred of the —— —— —— —- —— —— things on s string. They filled my room near about. When I got to Donald the man that was to give me fifty cents for them had busted up, skipped out, vamoosed. And there I was with a half a car load of the —- —- —- —- —- things to sell, and only an hour or two or sell them in! How my heart beat! I hustled around, and at last found a chap that offered to take them off my hands for five cents apiece! A cent profit after lugging them for nearly three thousand miles! Whew! I’ve had quite enough of opium and hats. No more of them in mine, l please. But here s the old man.
	And Jim scurried off the kitchen to arrange a tempting repast for the president.

President Van Horne’s visit
He inspects his new cottage, talks with the Beacon concerning the winter port, plans a new summer hotel, and attends to other business.
Following close upon the heels of the regular express, on Friday afternoon last, was a special train in charge of Conductor Cassidy, consisting of the private cars of president Van Horne and Superintendent Timmerman.
	Among the occupants were Mr. Van Horne and his private secretary, Mr. George MacDonald, Superintendent Timmerman, Messrs. H. H. McLean, John Hammond and Mr. Colonna, of Montreal, the architect of Mr. Van Horne’s summer residence.
	The train came to a stop at the Bar road, where Mr. Van Horne and is party took boat and were landed on Minister’s Island. Mr. Mallory awaited them there with his barouche, and they were at once driven to Mr. Van Horne’s new cottage. A couple of hours were spent by Mr. an Horne inspecting the building and grounds, and giving instructions as to the manner in which he wanted the finishing touches carried out. On returning to the mainland, the Beacon was on hand to extend a greeting to Mr. Van Horne and his associates. The President was in jolly mood, and showed no hesitancy in answering the questions that were asked of him.
	“I’ll not be able to come down much this summer,” said he, “as the programme I have mapped out for the season will not permit of it, but my family will come here in June and spend the season with you.”
	“How long will it take to finish up? Oh, five weeks’ work will make the house habitable. Of course, there’s a great deal to be done towards ornamenting the grounds. But I son’ do much in that line until I can come down myself and look after it.”
	“Will Sir Donald Smith build on his St. Andrews property this season?” asked the interviewer.
	“I don’t think he will. He is not in very good health just now. Will Mr. Shaughnessy build? I can’t answer that question. I don’t know what his plans are.
	“What about the Beaver Line and St. Andrews? Well, nothing definite has been arranged. In fact, the steamship people don’t seem to know exactly what they want yet. When they arrive at a decision we are prepared to lend them all the assistance in our power towards carrying out their projects. they have got to make up their minds to use some of these lower province port, if they intend doing a winter business.”
	“We are especially anxious,” interjected the Beacon, “to have St. Andrews utilized by the line, and we hope the CPR will aid us as far as possible.”
	“You can rely upon us doing all that is in our power to advance the interests of the port of St. Andrews,” replied Mr. Van Horne. The President and party then sat down to lunch, while the train was backed into St. Andrews. After an hour spent in stowing away the lobsters and other good things which Jim French, Mr. Van Horne’s colored factotum, had prepared for the delectation of the party, an inspection was made of the Osburn property, which was recently purchased by the railway, company the object of the inspection being to ascertain whether the house could not be converted into a summer hotel. Mr. Van Horne explored the house from cellar to garret, and expressed himself greatly pleased with its appearance. by the addition of an other story, also a dining hall, billiard room and bowling alley, the thought that a first-class hotel cold be made of the property. On his return to the car he drew out a plan of the addition she contemplated. He also instructed Mr. Timmerman to have a plan of the house made at once, so that he could decide in what manner the alterations and additions should be made. Mr. Brewer came here on Tuesday for this purpose. Before leaving town, Mr. Van Horne purchased a boat from Mr. James Starkey, and also obtained figures for the construction of a larger vessel for deep-sea fishing.

Beacon
April 20/1893
Van Horne house nearly done.
It is the intention of the CPR to proceed at once with the alterations and repairs on the Osburn house, in order to fit it for a summer hotel. The master carpenter came here on Tuesday to arrange for beginning work, and also for hiring a crew to finish the Van Horne house.

Beacon
May 4, 1893
Supt. Timmerman, of the CPR, came down to St. Andrews in his private car on Monday with engineer Brewer, to inspect the Van Horne house. After his visit he expressed his delight to the beacon at finding the work in such a forward state. Speaking of the Osburn place, he seemed tin doubt as to whether the work of turning it into a summer hotel, would be begun just now. There was so much to be done to make it suitable for hotel purposes that it would not be possible, he thought, to get it ready for this season. With regard to the coal wharf, he said no determination had yet been reached as to when the work should begin. Mr? Timmerman went out with the regular train on Wednesday morning.

Beacon
May 11/1893
The Summer Cottages
Mr. R. S. Gardiner of Boston is well pleased with the appearance of his new house. He has contracted with Lordly and Sons, of Saint John , for his furniture, and Vroom Bros., of St. Stephen, for curtains and some other fixtures. He will bring his own rugs and linen from Boston. the furniture is to be delivered in St. Andrews on the 15th of June. 
All haste is being made on the Van Horne house to finish it up. Mr. Brewer and his assistants visited the ground this week, and arranged for the laying out of roads, and the transaction of other work. John Carroll has been awarded the contract for sinking an artesian well on the premises. the grading will be done by P. J. McNamara, of St. Stephen, than whom there is no better workman.
	The Innes house is all in frame and by the end of the week will be pretty well boarded in. A net cedar hedge has been placed around the lot, the job having been done by Mr. McNamara.

Beacon
May 18, 1893
A small army of men is at work on Minister’s Island laying the roads to and around the Van Horne house, and putting the finishing touches to the building.


Beacon
June 1/1893
The Summer Habitations
Art and nature Performing Wonders Round About St. Andrews
When art and Nature go hand in hand what wonders can they not accomplish? Of late, they have metamorphosed the surface of Minister’s Island, (on which stands the palatial summer residence of President Van Horne, of the CPR), and their wonders have only begun. A beautiful avenue, lined with threes on either side, has been laid out down the centre of the island, the work being performed under the direction of P. J. MacNamara, of St. Stephen, the well-known landscape gardener. Other avenues yet remain to be laid out. When these have been completed and the ground around the house property graded, that portion of the island will resemble a little Paradise. The workmen are still engaged finishing the interior of the house.
	In the neighborhood of the summer hotel, carpenters are had at work on the elegant summer residence of George Inness, Jr., of Montclair, NJ. The building—which is over 130 feet in length—is now pretty well along. The walls have been boarded in, the roof shingled, the chimneys erected, and the carpenters are now putting in the partitions upstairs. A broad verandah occupies the western front to he house, and also a portion of the southern side. The parlor is in the western end of the house. Then comes a wide hallway. In the ear of that are the dining room, pantries, and kitchen. A woodshed, coach house, granary and harness room and stable complete the compartments on the ground floor. There are five stalls in the stable. On the second floor there are ten large rooms in addition to Mr. Inness’s studio, which looks out upon Chamcook Mountain and the bathroom. Water will be obtained from the same source as the Algonquin Hotel obtains it, and in addition there will be a large cistern to catch rain water. The house will be ready for the 1st of July. Mr. Inness, whose artistic eye has been charmed by the weather beaten color of the fort buildings, does not intending to put any paint on the exterior of his house. He proposes to allow Nature to perform all such external decorations along and unaided. There is to be no plaster on the interior walls. They will be sheathed, of course and then covered with a thick wall paper, which will be fastened on with brass-headed nails.
	The summer cottage of Mr. R. S. Gardiner, of Boston, is almost finished. Only the doors remain to be hung, the fireplaces put in, and some other finishing touches done. Mr. Gardiner, unlike his artist neighbor, believes in paint, and has both walls and roof covered. This cottage has a most charming outlook.
	The Algonquin Hotel, which is to open on the first of Jul, is being placed in shape for opening day. Mr. Albert Miller, who has managed the hotel so successfully for two seasons, will be manager again this year. The season of 1893 promises to be the best the hotel has ever experienced.
	Mr. J. Emory Hoar, of Brookline, Mass., will re-open this week his beautiful summer residence.

Beacon
June 15/1893
Summer Chat
A Beautiful Town.—Something About the new Summer Cottages
	The summer homes now in the course of erection in St. Andrews will all be ready for occupation next month. That of Mr.  Robert S. Gardiner, of Boston, is about completed. It is a charming little cottage, with a wide verandah facing the eastward, and looking down upon Katy’s Cove and all the country which lies beyond. The interior of the cottage is very comfortably arranged. On the ground floor there is a broad hall, with an elegant mantel and fire-place finished in cherry coloring. To the left of this hall is Mr. Gardiner's private den. The parlor is on the right. In the rear are the dining room, pantries and kitchen. All the mantels are finished in cherry, and the hard wood floors, finished as smooth as glass, make the rooms look very attractive. The upper floor is divided off into sleeping rooms. The grounds about the cottage are now being graded and put in shape.
	The summer residence of Mr. George Innes, jr., of Montclair, N. J., is well advanced toward completion. All the outer walls are shingled. The verandas are yet to complete, and the rooms remain to be sheathed. But this work will not take long to accomplish, so that Mr. Innes can safely figure on being able to occupy his house during the first week of July. J. H. Doody, of Saint John , is doing the plumbing on this building.
	Over on Minister’s Island, a great change for the better has been made in and around the palatial summer home of W. C. Van Horne, president of the C. P. R. Probably ten days' work remain to be done inside. Outside, under the superintendence of P. J. MacNamara, romantic little avenues are being laid out and the grounds graded in an artistic manner.
	It is reported that Mr. T. G. Shaughnessy, manager of the C. P. R., will soon begin the erection of a summer residence here.
	The Algonquin is being painted and renovated for opening day—July 1. Manager Miller and staff are expected to arrive next week. All the indications point to a successful season.

Railway Visitors
Tuesday’s train brought to St. Andrews the private cars of vice-president Shaughnessy and Supt. Timmerman, of the CPR. The occupants of the first car were Asst. General Manager Tait, his father Judge Tait, and his secretary. Mr. Timmerman and Engineer Brewer occupied the other car.
	They drove over to Mr. Van Horne’s summer residence, after which they returned to their cars, and on Wednesday took their departure.
	Mr. Tait was greatly captivated with St. Andrews and with Mr. Van Horne’s place. He says living in St. Andrews ought to add five or ten years to the President’s life. Mr. Tait expects to visit St. Andrews with his family this season.


Beacon
June 29/1893
The water supply at the Van Horne house on Minister’s Island is still not as large as is wanted. It is proposed to drill further down, and erect a windmill and pump and stand-pipe.

Mrs. W. C. Van Horne with her daughter and son, arrived in St. Andrews on Wednesday afternoon last, and were driven over to the new summer home on Minister’s Island. They expressed themselves delighted with the house and its surroundings. The house will be occupied in a few weeks. [prob. Staying at Algonquin in the meantime]

Beacon
July 6/1893
Summer Homes by the Sounding Sea (nice illustrations of all four cottages)
St. Andrews, on Passamaquoddy Bay, the Ideal Summer Resort of the North Atlantic
At the eastern or Atlantic end of that great steel artery of Dominion commerce, the CPR, a tongue shaped peninsula five miles long, runs from a mountain height where it debouches from a chain of lakes, out into Passamaquoddy Bay, an almost land-locked arm of the ocean. Nestled on the southerly slope of the 'saddle back' which marks nearly the center of this peninsula, and almost on its point is the quaint old village of St. Andrews, which has been a sort of 'Sleeping Beauty' of the seaside for many generations. Once a place of commercial importance, until the nearly forests which supplied its main export were depleted, then the evolution caused the square sailed 'West Indiaman' to seek other ports where return cargoes could be had. It was marked and admired long before it was dreamed of as a possible summer resort, and has always had a certain patronage of pleasure seekers, even in times when summer excursions, trips or vacations had little or no plan or part in the life of any class.
	The occasional boarding house where the summer visitor was glad to find accommodations, led to one or more village hostelries; then the 'Argyll,' a summer hotel comparing favourably at that time with similar institutions throughout the Dominion, was built. The continual demand for greater luxury and style suggested and resulted in the erection of 'The Algonquin,' a house replete with every modern idea, including steam, elevator, gas, salt and fresh water baths, and high class cuisine, without which the summer resort patrons of the present day are unhappy. 
Thousands of well-to-do Canadians and Americans who had heard of the natural attractions of the place, and the health giving properties of its climate, made 'The Algonquin' their summer home. Among these was the family of Mr. W. C. Van Horne, President of the C. P. R., whose quick discernment picked out Minister’s Island, lying just off the northern mainland, followed by an order to purchase for him 150 of its choicest acres. Here he has erected a substantial and commodious stone and wood summer residence, from the broad verandahs of which, 100 feet long, a panorama of landscape, by and mountain scenery, unsurpassed on the American continent is spread to the view and it sis unnecessary to say that modern adaptations looking to comfort and luxury are exemplified within it walls.
	Nearby the Algonquin Mr. R. S. Gardiner of Boston has built a less pretentious but modern homelike residence, in which no less than six open fireplaces indicate the evening requirements of this naturally cool locality. Over eighty feet of wide verandah suggests the after dinner “smoke talk” of the owner and his friends; while beneath and beyond, as far as the eye can reach fair Passamaquoddy Bay, with its island dotted bosom, reminds one more nearly of the Bay of Naples, whose, beauties the poet and writer never tire, of extolling. 
The summer residence of Mr. George Inness, Jr. of Montclair, NJ, is directly to the east of the Algonquin. With a total frontage of 133 feet, its north verandah faces Chamcook Mountain, while that on the south over looks the village of St. Andrews and Passamaquoddy Bay. Here Mr. Inness, who is an artist of repute, may from under “his own vine and fig tree,” so to speak, find subjects for his brush, for whether it be the marine view with sail dotted accompaniments, the grand mountain range, the tilled farm and grass covered pasture, or quiet quaint village with its flower embowered cottages, numerous church steeples, and picturesque but abandoned wharves, all are within his view, and worth the best effort of his artists’ brush.
	Almost adjoining the property of Mr. Inness are the lots owned by Mr. Jas. Burnett and Mr. T. G. Shaughnessy of Montreal, and a little further to the south, the block owned by Mr. E. A Taft, of Boston, on all of which summer houses worthy of such commanding positions, will soon be built.
	The former house of Sir Charles Tupper marks the centre of the first amphitheater of hills running across the peninsula from the St. Croix River to Passamaquoddy Bay. Remodelled and enlarged, it is now the property of Mr. J. Emory Hoar of Brookline, Mass., and is his summer home from Mid-May to the close of October, for those who know St. Andrews best say that September and October are among the most delightful months there. the late Js. G. Blaine, upon the occasion of a visit to St. Andrews in 1888, compared the view from Mr. Hoar’s lawn as in his judgment equalled only by some of the delightful pictures seen among the lakes of Scotland.
	the extreme point of the peninsula is laid out as “Indian Point Park” a balsam pine grove, through which well graded avenues traverse every direction. At the head of one of these drives a modern American cottage has been built by the St. Andrews Land Co., as s suggestion for the class of hoses it expects shall be erected.

Beacon
July 13, 1893
President Van Horne, of the CPR, and Miss Van Horne, came to St. Andrews yesterday, in connection with their new summer home.

Beacon
July 20/1893
George Innes, Jr. will have five horses; Van Horne, 3; Roswell Smith, 2; Mrs. Meighen, 2; Mr. Slope, 2; Sir Leonard Tilley, 2.

W. C. Van Horne’s family are now occupying their beautiful mansion on Minister’s Island, although the workmen have not yet got through with it. The grounds are still in an unfinished state, although greatly improved. A road way, lined on either side with dwarf firs, extends down the centre of the island from Mr. E. L. Andrews’ house. It makes an elegant driveway and commands an extensive view.

A newspaper correspondent, hearing that Mr. Van Horne, had brought his “advisor” with him to St. Andrews, last week, asked Jim French, the colored porter, who Mr. Van Horne’s adviser was. “I’m his adviser,” replied the redoubtable Jim, without so much as a smile.

Beacon
July 27/1893
Mr. Timmerman’s private car “Magaguadavic” arrived in St. Andrews at 5 o’clock Tuesday morning, having as occupants US Senators W. D. Washburn, of Minnesota, and W. B. Allison, of Iowa; Mrs. And Miss Washburn and Miss Lowery. Senator Allison comes from Dubuque and all other others from Minneapolis. They have just returned from a tour through Nova Scotia. While here they were the guests of Mr. Van Horne.

"Attached to last Thursday's train from Montreal was a palace cattle car, containing two handsome horses and a pony for Mr. Van Horne's summer domicile on Minister’s Island, and also an assortment of dogs and cats, and other household effects. With the aid of Mr. Mallory everything was safely transferred to the island."

Beacon
Aug 10/1893
A private telephone line for Mr. Van Horne is to be stretched between his summer residence on Minister’s Island and the railway station. P. W. Snyder, manager of the CPR Tel. office, Saint John , came to St. Andrews on Tuesday last to make arrangements for beginning the work.

George Innss, Sr., accompanied Mr. Van Horne on his last trip to Montreal, returning with him to St. Andrews on Saturday.

W. C. Van Horne, president of the CPR, took a run down from Montreal to St. Andrews on Saturday, spending a few days at his charming summer residence on Minister’s Island.


Beacon
August 17, 1893
Mr. Van Horne has been able to spend a considerable portion of his time this season at “Covenhoven,” his new summer residence on Minister’s Island, and has been making himself quite intimate with the waters of St. Andrews Bay. This intimacy may prove valuable some day.

Beacon	
Aug 24/1893
It is a high compliment to the beauty of St. Andrews that among all the beautiful spots along the CPR railway, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, Mr. Van Horne, the head of that great corporation should have selected St. Andrews as his summer home. Ten thousand testimonials could not speak more eloquently than this single fact.

Jim French, Mr. Van Horne’s travelling companion, has a bathing suit that would make the gods weep—with laughter. It is cut décolleté around the neck, and the same way around the knees, and when Jim gets it on there is nothing around St. Andrews beaches that can hold a candle to him.

The silver crisis continues to paralyze business in the US, and the effects of it are being keenly felt in Canada. Meanwhile long and dreary debates are going on at Washington, where Congress is assembled. It may be a month before the matter is put a vote in the Senate.

The Beacon was able to call up Mr. Van Horne, on his new telephone line on Saturday evening. the big railway man was entertaining some of his friends at the time, but graciously gave the newspaper man a few moments. This the first telephone ever put up in St. Andrews. Mr. Van Horne, also has telegraphic connection between his summer residence and the railway station.

The horse brought here from Fredericton by Mr. Temple is now doing duty on Mr. Van Horne’s buckboard.

W. C. Van Horne arrived in town on Saturday.

The fishermen who own the weir at Minister’s Island had their hands full Wednesday night and Thursday morning in disposing of several big horse mackerel that had wandered into their preserves. After a hot fight one of the biggest was killed. It measured ten feet in length and must have weighted several hundred pounds. Mr. Van Horne’s son, who was an interested spectator of the struggle, carried off the monster’s tail as a trophy of the fight.

Beacon
Aug 31/1893
If Mr. Van Horne, in his capacity as a tax-payer and resident of St. Andrews, would use his powerful influence with President Van Horne, of the Canadian Pacific Railway, we think he might be able to accomplish a good deal in the way of an improvement of our port facilities.

Mr. Van Horne, president of the CPR, and Mr. McNicoll, general passenger agent, had a new experience on Monday. They went to St. Albans, Vermont, to stand their trail for alleged violation of the interstate commerce act. They pleaded not guilty and gave bonds to appear at a later date. Mr. Van Horne says the action is absurd.

Mr. Van Horne left St. Andrews in his private car on Friday night. He expects to return next Saturday via Boston.

Beacon
Sept 7/1893
CPR engineers were here on Tuesday, marking off ground for a new road along the shore of Minister’s Island, to Mr. Van Horne’s house. During a recent blow the sail-boats of Mr. Van Horne and Mr. E. L Andrews were driven up on the rocks at Minister’s Island, and their bottoms stove in.

Mr. Van Horne interviewed. the Beacon has a short chat with him on Various subjects. 
[notice Mr. Armstrong does not mention St. Andrews port matters to Van Horne in person, in spite of his criticism in the previous issue]
On the broad piazza of Mr. Van Horne’s elegant summer residence on Minister’s Island, Mr. Van Horne, and the Beacon clasped hands on Monday morning. the big railway man had his working clothes on, being engaged in superintending the improvements that are going on around his dwelling. Inviting the newspaper man to a seat, he placidly folded his hands over his ample waist-coat, and waited patiently for the usual array of questions.
	Asked if it was the intention of the railway to begin work this fall on their proposed summer hotel at Indian Point, he answered “No.” “It is one thing,” said he, “to build a hotel, and another thing to get somebody to run it. It would hardly pay us to run one hotel. I had a project to build a number of hotels along the railway from here to Halifax and Cape Breton, but —-“
	What was at the other end of the “but” Mr. Van Horne did not say, but he left eh impression on his interrogator that the hotel scheme he had projected was still a considerable distance off.
	“Have you had an enjoyable season here?” queried the scribe. “I have spent very little of it here, but my family have enjoyed it very much” “when will you close your house?” “My family will probably leave in a week, as they want to see the Word’s Fair, but I will be down here two or three times before the snow flies to look after the improvements on my property.”
	“Do you propose making any additions to your house?”
	“Yes,” said Mr. Van Horne, “I will made an addition to it, bit it will not be very large. There is considerable work to be done around the grounds yet.”
	“I presume we will have your family again another season?”
	“Oh yes,” was the reply, “if all goes well, we’ll be here again next summer.”
	“What is the nature of the difficulty you have with the Unites States courts?”
	“Oh, that don’t amount to much. One of our ticket agents at Tacoma is charged with selling a ticket at a reduced rate. that’s all there’s about it. My going before the court was a mere formality. 	Discussing the subject of grain shipment, Mr. Van Horne said that his year’ crop in the West was a large one. “Do you expect any of it to find its way through the port of Saint John or Halifax” he was asked
	“that depends,” was the rejoinder. “they have the elevator at Saint John ; they have the wharf, and they have the railway. What they want now is men with capital to buy the grain and ship it. the elevator itself wont’ bring the grain. it’s like a man building a big store for dry goods purposes. If he don’t put dry goods in it after it has been completed, the store is not of much use to him.”
	“but there are those who think the railway will provide the grain,” suggested the interviewers. “We’re not shippers,” promptly replied Mr. Van Horne. “We’re carriers. We don’t do any shipping. We simply carry the grain wherever it is sent.”

Mr. Van Horne wants more island
Mr. Van Horne has made an offer to Edward E. Andrews to purchase the balance of his property on Minister’s Island. A tempting figure has been named, and Mr. Andrews has been given a fortnight to consider the offer. In the meantime, if he so desires it, Mr. Andrews has the privilege of taking a trip to the North West to examine the prospects for settlement there.

beacon
Sept 14/1893
Mr. Van Horne’s family closed up their summer home on Minister’s Island last Friday, and they are now located in their beautiful residence, Sherbrooke Street, Montreal.

Beacon
Sept 21, 1893
Mrs. W. C. Van Horne and Miss Van Horne, who have returned to town from their summer residence at Minister’s Island, St. Andrews, left on Monday evening, with Mr. Van Horne, in his private car for Chicago, where they will visit the World’s fair. ==Montreal Star.

Beacon
Oct 12/1893
Van Horne in England
(Montreal Star)
The visit of Mr. W. C. Van Horne, president of the CPR, to the Old County is attracting a good deal of attention in railway and financial circles, and gossip is rife as to the meaning of the great railroad magnate’s journey at this season of the year. Mr. Van Horne for himself told an intimate friend that he would visit Spain and Italy and purchase some of the works of art there, but while the CPR ‘s president is known as a great at lover, those in the inner circles hardly believe that he would spend so much time away from his beloved road for pleasure alone. The most common rumor is that Mr. Van Horne has gone to England in connection with a fast Atlantic steamship service. In fact, it is stated that the Canadian Pacific means business this time, that it purposes to have a fast Atlantic service of its own, and that Mr. Van Horne has gone to make all arrangements for the building of the steamships. Color is given to this rumor by the semi-official statement of the Hon. Mr. Foster that the government had some sort of a steamship arrangement under discussion. Other people in the street, however, who also claim to be well informed, state that Mr. Van Horne is going to the Old Country for no other purpose than to list the stock of the Duluth, South Shore and Atlantic Railway on the London Stock Exchange. They, in arguing for their idea, point to the report that the CPR intend to make Duluth the base of very extensive operations, work to be commenced next spring. The wheat business of the CPR, which has been handled through Winnipeg and Fort William, is, so the story goes, to be diverted to Duluth, where the CPR will erect elevators. There was considerable gossip in the street this morning regarding this scheme.
	It has now come out that while in New York a quiet conference was held between the CPR officials and Mr. Van Horne, R. B. Angus, Duncan McIntyre and D. G. Ogden were present. It is believed that the conference had something to do with Mr. McLeod’s proposed new line into New York City. It is a well known fact that Mr. Van Horne has long cherished the idea of getting better facilities for the CPR in reaching New York, and there have been abundance of rumors about an independent road. When Charles Parsons was negotiating for the sales of the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad to the New York Central, Mr. Van Horne was on invaluable assistance to him, for the Central was afraid that Mr. Van Horne might take the Rome road. M r. Van Horne used the opportunity to exact advantageous pro-rating arrangements with the Vanderbilt system, with power to fix rats largely to suit himself. But the Trunk Line Association would not allow such rates to be quoted, and so the alliance was not been of the benefit that Mr. Van Horne anticipated. He is now looking around for something better. There would be no restraint about rates if he helped Mr. McLeod to put through his road into New York city, for the New York and New England Railroad does not belong to the Trunk Line Association. A part of the project, al heretofore related is another line between New York and Montreal. It is well understood that Mr. Van Horne can command a great deal of capital, and this would not come amiss to Mr. McLeod.

It’s all right. “Jim” French says there need be more “kicking” about the rail way service. He’ll see that Mr. Van Horne “fixes it up” when he comes back from England. thanks, Jim.

Beacon
Oct 19, 1893
C. L. McKeen is about to begin the erection of a gardener’s cottage on Mr. Van Horne’s property, Minister’s Island.


beacon
Nov 9/1893
A little oil and varnish, judiciously administered by our local painters, Messrs. E. Graham and Thomas Williamson, have greatly improve the appearance of the Land company’s’ building.

The erection of a neat little cottage for Mr. Van Horne’s gardener has been begun on Minister’s Island. It will be a one-story structure, containing four rooms. G. C. McKeen is putting the building up.

W. C. Van Horne, president of the CPR, reached New York on the Lucania Friday evening. Mr. Van Horne was cited within the next ten days to appear at Seattle to answer before he United States federal court the charge of violation of the interstate commerce law by agents of his road but it was learned that the Seattle trial was postponed until February.

Beacon
Dec 7/1893
Mr. Benedict Van Horne, only son of Mr. W. C. Van Horne, who has been pursuing his studies at West Point, has returned to town on a visit to his parents. Montreal Star.

Beacon
March 8/1894
The fast Atlantic steamship service,—Mr. Van Horne intimated to the Beacon,—is a dead letter so far as the CPR is concerned. The government could not see its way clear to accepting the CPR’s proposition, and the people were opposed to handing over the ICR, and so the matter fell through. Mr. Van Horne remarked that Mr. Huddart, the Australian, who has taken hold of the scheme, is an enterprising man, but he thinks he will find it an almost impossible task to raise the necessary capital to float the scheme.

Mr. Van Horne in Town
President Van Horne, of the CPR accompanied by Mr.  Ross, contractor, of Montreal, Supt. Timmerman, Major H. H. McLean and Mr. Van Horne’s private secretary, arrived by special train from Saint John on Tuesday at noon. To the Beacon, Mr. Van Horne, stated that he came down to look after his summer home on Minister’s Island. It was his intention, he said, to make an addition to it this Spring, as he had found his quarters a little cramped last season. He will add four or five more rooms, and will also make arrangements for the erection of a bowling alley and a place for other in-door amusements. A deviation will be made in the road t his house, so as to avoid climbing the steep hill on the Island. Mr. Van Horne says his family are eager to get back to St. Andrews, and they will probably come here early in June. Asked as to whether the Company had matured any plans with respect to the Osburn property, he said they had not.

Real Estate Valuations
Van Horne 8,000
Algonquin Hotel Company 18000
Henry O’Neill 7,000
Leonard Tilley 6000
[Van Horne’s valuation has gone up considerably since the last one; cf. Van Horne’s letter of complaint to Grimmer June 14, 1894—New Brunswick Museum papers F29-22]


Beacon
April 5/1894
Workmen for Mr. Van Horne’s summer residence arrived this week. A team of farm horses are also expected this week from Montreal.

Beacon
April 19/1894
Now that summer is upon us, it is sincerely to be hoped that the CPR will take some steps towards utilizing the Osburn property, which it acquired some time ago. As Mr. Van Horne remarked to the Beacon at the time the sale was consummated, 'One summer hotel will not make a summer resort,' We have one magnificent summer hotel here, the 'Algonquin,' but there is a very large and important class of people who feel that its rates are a little too expensive for them. IF the CPR were to fix up the Osburn place, as they had it in their mind to do, there is no doubt that this class could be accommodated, and in such a way as to make it profitable for the railway and the town.

Van Horne’s farm horses arrived last week. Rapid progress is being made on the addition to his summer residence. Mr. Van Horne is expected here this week, to decide upon further improvements to his property.

Beacon
May 3/1894
A Hopeful View
Supt. Timmerman Hints at Increased Business for St. Andrews
Superintendent Timmerman extended the hospitalities of his private car to the Beacon on Wednesday last. The object of Mr. Timmerman’s visit to St. Andrews was to inspect the improvements that are to be made on the Van Horne property. He was well pleased with the progress that has been made on the additions to Mr. Van Horne’s summer mansion, and says it is probably that the family will move down to St. Andrews next month.

Beacon
May 17/1894
A magnificent moose head, which will adorn the great hall of Mr. Van Horne’s summer residence, Minister’s Island, came down from Saint John this week. It was mounted by J. H. Carnall

A young and valuable horse belonging to E. LO. Andrews, Minister’s Island, broke away from miss Bessie Andrews on Thursday last, alongside the island bar, and after upsetting the wagon, plunged into the water to swim to his home. He lost his reckoning, and getting into deep water was drowned. William McQuoid, who is employed at Mr. Van Horne’s place, Minister’s Island, lost a horse the same day from lock-jaw.

Beacon
May 24/1894
The Van Horne Cottage 
Improvements that have been made around the grounds this spring. 
A merry whirl of a mile or two over a picturesque, tree-fringed country road; a push across an ocean-perfumed beach, on which great flocks of sea and land birds were gathered at their morning feast of mussels and clams, and the Beacon representative found himself and his wheel at the foot of the hill leading to the summit of Minister’s Island, on which Mr. Van Horne, President of the CPR, has his handsome summer residence.
	It was a beautiful May morning, and nature was in one of her most charming moods. Gentle zephyrs were wafted over the silvery bosom of St. Andrews Bay, and the lapping of the waves along the sandy beaches made a music that was most entrancing. All around was a bewitching prospect embracing sea and island, mountain and valley, green pastures and fields over which the ploughman had but recently made his mark. About and above all this could be heard the songs of nature’s little choristers, rejoicing that the bonds of winter had once more been rent asunder. It was a scene fit to stir the poetry within the most prosaic soul.
	But it was not to gather inspiration for a verse on "gentle Spring” that the Beacon was abroad, but to inspect the improvements that Mr. Van Horne is adding to his summer home. During the past few months great changes have taken place in the vicinity of the Van Horne cottage. An annex, connected by a covered lattice-work verandah, has been erected in the rear of the main building. This is designed as servants’ quarters. There are found living rooms in the annexes, besides a laundry, with concrete floor and bricked walls. The main building has undergone no changes and is just as it was abandoned last Fall. the large kitchen range is polished and can be ready for business at a minute’s notice, the cupboards are full of waiting dishes, and the great hall and the sleeping rooms need only the “touch of a vanished hand” to make them as inviting as before.
	The head gardener, Mr. William McQuoid, for whom a near little cottage, embowered among the trees, has recently been erected, has had a busy season around the grounds. He has ploughed and harrowed and picked stones off a large piece of land to the north and west of the cottage and has laid it out in beds. Asparagus, cucumbers, radishes, parsnips, cabbages, lettuce, celery, and a great deal of other “garden sass” have been planted in these beds, or are awaiting transplanting from the “hot-beds” alongside. Another patch of ground nearby has been sown with oats and a bountiful crop is looked for. A large circle of ground in front of the cottage and another plot in the rear are reserved for flowering plants. Then, a tennis-court has been rolled a short distance away, and seeded down with lawn-grass, which is forcing its way along. A stately flag staff has been erected alongside the cottage, from which the Canadian flag will be floated to the breeze just as soon as the family have entered into possession of their summer habitation. E. L. Andrews has the contract for a long stretch of cedar and wire fencing around the grounds, which is designed more as a protection for a buck thorn hedge that is to be planted than “a thing of beauty.”
	Several men are employed in garden work, but all the carpenters have taken their departure. In a few days the plumbers will be here to make the connections which were cut last fall, and the telegraph men are also expected to arrive to put the telephone and telegraph lines in shape. The action of the tides upon the cable across the bar has rendered it useless, and a new cable will either have to be laid or a better method devised for stretching the wire across. It is expected that the Van Horne family will move into their summer home about the latter part of next month.
Mr. Van Horne, president of the CPR, and party have started on their return trip from the coast. It is still uncertain whether the party will reach Montreal by the twenty-fourth or the twenty-seventh.

Beacon
May 31/1894
Among the birthday honors bestowed by Queen Victoria was that of Knight of St. Michael and St. George, which was given by President Van Horne, of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Mr. Van Horne is an American by birth, but has been so actively identified with the furtherance of gigantic schemes in Canada that many have lost sight of that fact, and have come to regard him as to the manor born. Sir William is not a man to lose his head under such circumstances. He will bear his honors manfully and worthily. Hail Sir William!

Van Horne knighted. Details on rise from nothing. 
No better example can be found of what pluck and energy, coupled with a good business head, can do, than is afforded by the case of Mr. Van Horne, who has recently been knighted by the Queen of England. Sir William Van Horne was born in Illinois in 1843. He had no special privileges over other lads, except the possession of unconquerable pluck and ambition. Early in life he mastered the science of telegraphy and became an operator on the Illinois Central Road. He rose from one position to another until in 1882 he was general superintendent of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway. Then it was that he came to the notice of the men who were projecting the CPR. They offered him a dazzling salary to come to Canada, and to apply his energies to the construction and completion of Canada’s great trans-continental line. He came, he saw, and by prodigious exertions he conquered. In four years from the date he took hold of the road, the last spike was driven at Vancouver. In that brief space of time he had leaped across the western prairie, and conquered difficulties among the mountain tops of the Rockies that seemed at first insurmountable. Not content with this mighty feat, he has also been instrumental in opening up connection with China and Japan, and distant Australia's isle. Still he is not satisfied, for his ambition leads him to desire an improved steam service for the Atlantic ocean. And who that knows his unyielding character and determination can doubt that his latest desire will go unsatisfied.


A more beknighted town than St. Andrews does not exist in the Lower Provinces. We have now three knights on our tax list,—Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Donald Smith, and last though not least, Sir William Van Horne!

Van Horne and the Telegraph Boy.
An amusing incident in which President Van Horne and a check boy in the employ of the CPR Telegraph Department figured, took placed, in the Company’s office, in Victoria one evening last week, says the Montreal Star. The railway magnate entered the office to send off an important message and as there were several customers sending messages at the time, he quietly waited his turn. As soon as they had finished their business, he handed his message to the boy, who carefully counted the words. In the corner Mr. Van Horne had written “D. H.,” and when the boy saw this he seemed puzzled for a moment or two, but quietly asked: “Will you please show me your pass, as I have to put the number on the message?”
	A look of astonishment passed over the president’s face which soon gave place to a smile. In reply he asked the lad how old he was. “Fourteen years old, sir,” was the quick reply. “And how long have you been in the company’s employ?” was asked. “About four months, sir,” the boy replied with a somewhat puzzled look. “Well, my lad,” said Mr. Van Horne, putting his hand in his pocket, and pullout a $5 bill, which he gave to the boy, “you are the smartest boy I have ever seen, and some day you will be president of the CPR. Send that message as soon as possible, and never mind the number of my pass, as I haven’t seen it this year. But it will be all right.”
	Mr. Van Horne with a smile then left the office, while the boy didn’t seem able to realize the situation at all, and when told by one of the operator, who had quietly enjoyed the scene, that he had been talking to the President of the CPR, his amazement may be imagined.	

Beacon
June 7/1894
Among the improvements which Mr. Van Horne mapped out for himself while here was the erection of a wharf near his summer residence at Minister’s Island. It will not be a large structure, being simply intended for his pleasure yacht.




Chat with Sir William
His New Honors have not turned his Head in the Least
“Tut, tut, man; never mind such formalities,” was the bluff, good-natured remark uttered by Sir William Van Horne, on Friday last, when the Beacon representative apologized for having failed to address him by his knightly appellation.
	The big railway man had just got up from a delicious dinner, in which his favorite dish, —fresh St. Andrews lobster—had been one of the ingredients, and he was feeling in high good humor. With his broad palms encircling his ample stomach, and a freshly lighted Havana rolling between his lips, he looked the personification of health and contentment. It seemed a little out of place under such circumstances to enquire after the President’s health, but inasmuch as Queen Victoria had but recently imposed a fresh responsibility upon his already heavily burdened shoulders, the Beacon felt it a to be a duty to make such enquiry.
	“I am feeling first-rate,” replied the new knight.
	He then, in response to further enquires, began to unburden himself with respect to his summer home. He was pleased with the way matters were progressing and said his family would come down to St. Andrews about the 20th. Asked if he was contemplating any further changes around his summer place, he smilingly replied that, “no doubt there would be changes all the time.”
	The Beacon intimated that the Saint John people were expecting a visit from him in a few days, to which he replied that they no doubt thought he would attend the Street Railway meeting. The meeting, he said, was a purely formal one, and he did not think he would be present.
	Asked whether there was any truth in the rumor the CPR had in view the erection of a large hotel at Saint John, he replied that they had such a view when the question of taking over the Intercolonial Railway was under consideration, but hey had abandoned the idea.
	“You see,” he continued, “the Intercolonial has not been paying, and when we talked of taking it over, we had first to consider how we should make it pay. It was in that connection, the hotel scheme was put forward. We hoped by the building of hotels at Saint John, such as the Frontenac at Quebec, to attract a large amount of travel in this direction. The better and more numerous the hotels the larger will be the travel in this direction. The better and more numerous the hotels, the larger will be the travel particularly in summer. Very few people care to stay longer than a week or two at one place in the summer season. They keep moving about. If they can get hotels to suit them in Saint John or Halifax they will spend a portion of their time at such places. It would have helped St. Andrews, too, as it would have been sure to get a portion of the class of travel I speak of.”
	“Has the CPR any summer improvements in view with respect to St. Andrews?” interjected the newspaper man.
	“No,” was the reply; “not at present. We were talking of fitting up the Osburn place as a first-class family hotel like the Algonquin but times have been too devilish hard.”
	“What do you think of the prospects for summer travel in this direction?” was asked.
	“I think they are good. You see, people cannot afford expensive trips this season. There will not be so many to indulge in costly continental tours. They will take their pleasure in smaller doses nearer home, where it will not be so expensive. I am afraid this season will be a very had one on the Atlantic steamships, though. 	Incidental allusion was made to the floods in British Columbia.
	“These floods are worrying us a good deal,” said Sir William. “The water in the Fraser River has never been so high for fifty years as it is at present. It is a foot or more above the highest shore indication. if it rises any higher it will do incalculable damage. We have a bridge at New Westminster, for which levels were laid higher than the highest tide was ever known to go. But the water is on the bridge now. What caused the floods? Well, they have been caused by the large amount of snow in the mountains. The weather being cold, the snow melted very little during the early spring, and it is going out all in a heap now. When I visited the West a few weeks ago the Fraser was very low, and gold-seekers were washing on bars that had not been exposed for a number of years.”
	“How did you find business on the Pacific coast?”
	“I found business dull. Vancouver is doing perhaps better than any of the coast cities, and a large number of buildings is being erected. Victoria is about holding its own.”
	A “toot-toot” from the panting locomotive at the other end of the president’s train warned the reporter that the hour of his departure was drawing high, so bidding adieu to Sir William and to his companions, Supt. Timmerman, Mr. H. H. McLean and Mr. George Macdonald, Sir William’s manly private secretary, he took his leave.
	The President’s car was hauled to McAdam Friday night, where connection was made with the Montreal express.
	
There Should be Another
The St. Andrews Beacon is putting on airs because that popular watering place has three knights on its assessment roll. The distinguished gentlemen who contribute towards keeping up the town, are Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Donald Smith and Sir W. C. Van Horne, each of whom own extensive properties there—Fredericton Herald. Since the Beacon’s last paragraph on the subject was published, we have been told that another knight, Sir Charles Tupper, owns land in St. Andrews, so that instead of having a claim on but three knights, we should have four on our list.

Beacon
July 5/1894
A Railway Horror
Fiendish Work of Train Wreckers
A Train is Thrown from the Track and Several Lives Lost. Story of the Disaster from the Lips of President Van Horne’s Son
A thrill of horror ran through the town on Monday, when the report was circulated that the east-bound CPR train had been wrecked that morning near Moosehead Lake and several lives lost.
	The facts which came to hand on Monday were of a meagre character, so that the people had to wait until the following day’s mail for the full particulars.
	R. B. Van Horne, son of President Van Horne of the CPR, was a passenger on the wrecked train, on his way to St. Andrews. He had with him two friends, S. F. Rutherford and G. S. Rutherford, of Montreal, and also Mr. McDonald, the president’s private secretary. When Mr. Van Horne reached St. Andrews on Tuesday he was sought out by the Beacon, and very kindly consented to state all he knew concerning the disaster.
	“The accident,” said Mr. Van Horne, “happened about 5 o’clock on Monday morning. The train, which was made up of mail, baggage, second-class, first-class and sleeping cars, attached to the engine in the order named, was approaching the trestle which bridges the western outlet of Moosehead lake, about fifteen miles from Greenville, when the engine struck an obstruction on the track, and leaping over the rails bore the trestle down.
	“The train was going about 35 miles an hour at the time. When the engine went over, the momentum caused the postal and baggage cars to telescope each other. The second-class car followed them down the bank, leaving the first-class car and the sleeper partially on the rails.
	“The engine did not explode, nor did any fire follow the accident, to add to its horrors. The whistle of the engine having been carried away, the steam escaped by that means.
	“The poor engineer, Fred Leavitt, stuck to his post, and was stone dead when taken out. One half of his left arm was torn off and was found lying on the tender. One of his legs was bent up over his head and his body was terribly disfigured.
	“Fireman MacDonald was fearfully hurt but he is a strong, able fellow and may pull through.
	“Walter Starkey, postal clerk, was lying in the upper berth of his car and was killed. His companion clerk, John S. Millar, slept in the berth below. His foot was hurt and his face and body injured but he will recover.
	“Fred Foss, station agent at Greenville, who was among the passengers, was scalded to death. He was found under the debris, and when he was caught by the hand to draw him out the flesh peeled off the member in a manner sickening to the beholders.
	“A passenger named Hart in the second-class car, and Fred Grant, station agent at Jackman, were instantly killed. Nearly all of the passengers in the second-class car received injuries, the worst injured being W. Kelly, baggage-master, and a news agent named Droine. It seems a miracle, however, that they were not all killed. The five passengers in the first-class car were shaken up and scratched a little, and the eleven passengers in the sleeper received a shock that they will not soon forget.
	“There can be no doubt,” continued Mr. Van Horne, “that the disaster was due to train-wreckers. The sleeper that the engine struck was plainly to be seen, and the fact that the engineer had reversed his engine and applied the brakes would seem to remove all lingering doubts as to the cause. Engineer Leavitt evidently had a personal enemy, as this was not the first attempt that had been made to wreck his train. No suspicious parties were seen in the neighborhood that day.”
	The passengers were transferred after the accident and continued on their journey. It was not until Tuesday afternoon that the debris was removed and the damaged track sufficiently repaired to cross upon.
	A later report says fireman McDonald is dead.


Sir William Van Horne, with his family and servants, to the number of twelve, came to St. Andrews on Friday from Montreal and took possession of their beautiful summer mansion on Minister’s Island for another season.

Beacon
July 26/1894
A sample of the vegetables raised at “Covenhoven,” Sir William Van Horne’s summer home, was brought to the Beacon on Saturday by William McQuoid, Sir William’s gardener, to obtain the opinion of the agricultural editor thereon. After a careful analysis, he is prepared to risk his reputation on the statement that Minister’s Island can produce as fine cauliflowers and garden truck as anywhere on the continent.

Beacon
Sept 6/1894
Sir Leonard Tilley and Van Horne and Beacon added to Golf Club honorary membership.


Beacon
Sept 6/1894
Beacon
Sept 20, 1894
Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne, Mr. Ben. Van Horne, and Mr. Meysenberg went to Saint John in Supt. Timmerman’s private car last Thursday. They returned to St. Andrews again on Monday. During their absence they enjoyed a sail up the Saint John River in the steamer “Dream.”

Sir Leonard Tilley and Van Horne and Beacon added to Golf Club honorary membership.

Sir William Van Horne arrived in his private car “Metapedia” on Wednesday.

Beacon
Oct 4, 1894
All the financial arrangements for the proposed extension to the Algonquin Hotel being completed, we may expect the work of construction to begin during the next few weeks. The erection of this annex, coupled with the promised building of Mr. Shaughnessy’s summer cottage, should be regarded as a hopeful sign of the advances St. Andrews is making as summer resort. Now, if the CPR could only be prevailed upon to erect their long-contemplated family hotel, St. Andrews would take on a boom that would send her ahead at a rattling gait. What do you say, Sir William?

Beacon
0ct 18, 1894
Sir William Van Horne and his secretary, Mr. MacDonald, and Supt. Timmerman, of the CPR, accompanied by Mr. E. E. Jones, an English gentleman, reached St. Andrews by special train on Wednesday morning. They drove over to Sir William’s summer residence after which the party started for St. Stephen.

Beacon
Nov 1/1894
The wonderful fertility of the soil of St. Andrews was shown by some samples of cabbage brought to the Beacon on Tuesday by William McQuoid, Sir William Van Horne’s gardener. From one of the cabbages twelve smaller heads had cropped out, all of them solidly developed, though smaller than the parent stock. Some wonderful growth in “Brussels sprouts” was also shown.

Beacon
Nov 8/1894
E. L. Andrews, of Minister’s Island, is how on how way to the Pacific slope. He has a stop over ticket, and intends getting off at Montreal, Winnipeg, Mission city and other western towns. He will be absent about two months. His daughter, who is to pay a visit to Lady Van Horne, accompanied him as far as Montreal.


Beacon
Dec 13, 1894
Mr. W. C. Van Horne and Mr. R. B. Van Horne have gone to Europe. Their trip will include the south of France, Italy, Algiers and England. They will return about February 1st.



beacon
Jan 17/1895
St. Andrews Sir Knights—Sir William Van Horne is now in the south of France.—Sir Donald and Lady Smith are in London.—Sir Charles Tupper has quite recovered from his recent serious illness.—Sir Leonard Tilley, who is residing in Saint John this winter, is enjoying good health.

Montreal Star—Mr. R. B. Van Horne, only son of Sir William Van Horne, who has spent the Christmas holidays in town, has returned to the Military Academy at SingSing, NY.—Mrs. Robert Meighen and Miss Meighen are among the recent arrivals from Montreal at Lakewood, New Jersey. A later report says Mrs. Meighan and Miss Meighen have left Lakewood, to seek a warmer climate at Ashville, North Carolina; where they will make a stay of some weeks should Miss Meighen’s health permit.

Beacon
Feb 7/1895
Mr. R. B. Van Horne, who has been spending a short vacation in town, returned to Boston to resume his studies at the Institute of Technology. Montreal Star.

Beacon
march 14/1895
Valuations for 1895
Sir William Van Horne to be assessed at 10,000 for real estate, the highest of all except the St. Andrews Land Companyat 28,000. Sir Donald at only 500. Tilley at 6,000. Shaughnessy at only 150. [why this high valuation? He doesn’t add to his property until the fall of 1896—still at 150 acres]

Beacon
April 4/1895
“One summer hotel does not make a summer resort,” one remarked Sir William Van Horne to the Beacon. That is the reason why we would like to see Sir William apply himself to the task of carrying out the hotel scheme which he had on his mind when the above remark aw dropped two or three years ago.

Beacon
May 2/1895
Townspeople are planting flowers at the request of the town Improvement Association. Flower beds at railway station. Honorary members Sir Donald Smith, Van Horne, R. S. Gardiner, Cram, Tilley. Life members Dr. N. G. D. Parker, president; r. S. Gardiner, Mrs. B. S. Stevenson 

Beacon
May 23/1895
A Steam well-borer is at work on Van Horne’s estate

Beacon
May 30/1895
The well-borers on the Van Horne property have been hung up lately, owing to their drill having stuck 85 feet from the surface. They had not reached water when the accident occurred.

Miss Adeline Van Horne, daughter of Sir William Van Horne, has left Montreal on a visit to Joliet, Ill., to be present at the marriage of her friend, Miss Read, which takes place early in June. Miss Read spent a portion of last summer in St. Andrews as a guest of Miss Van Horne.

Beacon
June 13/1895
there was a little water in the artesian well that was being driven on Sir William Van Horne’s property, until the drill struck the 100 foot mark. then the bottom suddenly dropped out, and even the surface water disappeared. The drill will keep on boring for a while longer.

Beacon
June 20/1895
Good water found on Minister’s Island at 127 feet.

Beacon
Aug 8/1895
Mrs. Hurd, Lady Van Horne’s mother, was so ill on Sunday that a message was despatched to Montreal for her physician. The old lady is in her nineties.

R. B. Van Horne, with his friends, S. F. Rutherford, and F. Meysenberg, who are visiting him at Coven, went to Saint John on Monday.

Beacon
Aug 15/1895
A large wind-mill set upon a stone tower gives quite a Dutch effect to the landscape around Sir William Van Horne’s summer home.

Beacon
Aug 22/1895
Seasonable Pleasures
. . . The fifth progressive euchre party on Monday, managed by the youth and beauty of the Algonquin was, as might be expected, the most successful of the season. Seventy six players in brilliant and varied costume assembled to do honor to the occasion, and the play was most spirited lasting two hours. The prizes, eight in number, were artistic and well chose—gems in Dresden and Wedgwood, china, unique embroidery and silver novelties from the Whiting Company, New York, giving pleasure to all, more particularly to the winners—Mrs. Hetherington and Miss Lynch, of Philadelphia; Ms. And Miss Gardiner and Miss Wheelock, of Boston; Miss Hill, of New York; Mr. Bertie Smith of Compton, P.Q., and Mr. Van Horne, of Montreal.

Beacon
Aug 29/1895
There was a marked contrast between the appearance of things within and without the Algonquin on Saturday night. It was the occasion of the grand fancy dress ball, and while outside the rain pelted piteously against the roof and dark clouds obscured the glory of the heavens, inside all was brightnss, gayety and vivacity. Nearly all the characters who participated in the wax works were represented on the floor, besides man new ones. In the grand march the Marquis of Lorne (G. H. McCarthy) led off with Princess Louise (Miss Parker), while behind them was a brilliant throng of historical, classic and miscellaneous figures. [Old Woman, French Laundrss, Flower girl, French Nurse] . . . The ladies' attendants at the Algonquin intend holding a ball in the Land CompanyBuilding this evening . . . Achilles, R. B. Van Horne

Beacon
Sept 12/1895
Sir William Van Horne made a brief visit to his summer home last week.

The DeWolfe Pier
A Splendid Fabric in St. Andrews Harbour. The CPR will rail it if Mr. DeWolfe foots the bills. 
No one can doubt the enterprise of Mr. B. F. DeWolfe, after they have seen the splendid wharf which he has jus constructed in St. Andrews harbor, to the north of the present steamboat landing. Under the supervision of John McBride, the well-known wharf builder of Lubec, work on the pier was begun on the 7th day of May. A few days work yet remain to be done, but practically four months have been consumed in its construction. The wharf is 500 feet long and 45 feet wide. It is composed of eight piers, containing 600,000 feet of lumber, with a fourteen foot bridge between each. These bridges are planked over, but the top of the pier is covered with small timber, on which stones and gravel have been placed. At the extremity of the wharf a movable slip 50 feet long and 10 feet wide has been fixed. It has drop of about 20 feet. This slip is intended more particularly for the use of Mr. DeWolfe’s steamer the Arbutus. At ordinary low tides there are about eight feet of water at the end of the pier. As soon as work is finished on the end of the wharf, the warehouse, which is now standing on the shore end, will be moved down. A coal shed may also be erected.
	While the wharf is primarily intended for the use of the Arbutus, Mr. DeWolfe has expectations for doing a large trade over it. In the hope that the CPR would assist in developing the trade of their port, Mr. DeWolfe approached the management of the road, wit a view to having rail connection with the wharf. Mr. Timmerman informed him that the railway would willingly make rail connection, if Mr. DeWolfe would defray the expenses, which, according to the estimate of their engineer, would amount to close upon $1,000. Mr. DeWolfe had a personal interview with Sir William Van Horne, the president of the road, in the hope that he would secure a more favorable arrangement. Sir William asked Mr. DeWolfe to submit an estimate of the amount of business he expected to do over the wharf and he would rather consider the matter. As the business is yet to be sought and developed Mr. DeWolfe was not able to submit the estimate asked for. If he has to shoulder the expense of making rail connection, it is probably that rails will not be laid until next summer.

Beacon
Sept 19/1895
Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne and Mi St. Stephen, Harris, of Boston, took a buck-board drive to St. Stephen on Saturday. they had three horses, driven “unicorn.” the party dined at the Windsor and returned home in the evening by starlight.

Beacon
Oct 3, 1895
The families of Sir William Van Horne and Allan R. MacDonnell, of Montreal, who spent the summer at St. Andrews, took their departure from here by special train on Saturday.

Beacon
Oct 24/1895
Mr. R. G. Van Horne of New York, was at the Queen Hotel yesterday, and left this morning for Portland, Maine. He visited this city for the purpose of tracing up the history of the Van Horne family, descendants of whom he found living on the Nashwaak. He procured valuable information from the record office,. He has as his object the writing of the genealogy of the Van Horne family. Fredericton Gleaner.

Beacon
Dec 5/1895
Montreal Star
Aristocrats dance in Montreal (Lady and Miss Van Horne there; outfits described)
A grand ball was given in Montreal on Friday night last, under the auspices of the St. Andrews Society, which was attended by all the elite of the place. Among the dresses noticed by the Star reporter were the following:
	Lady Van Horne, heavy shot yellow satin, point lace trimmings, ornaments diamonds. Miss Van Horne, blue satin and white lace. . . .

Beacon
Feb 20/1896
Some time ago Sir William Van Horne was approached by Mr. DeWolfe with a view to having the railway company made rail connection with his new pier. Sir William assured Mr. DeWolfe that he would give the matter favorable consideration if he (DeWolfe) was able to show to his satisfaction that there was a possibility of this connection bringing any increased traffic to the port. Since that time Mr. DeWolfe has been communicating with large concerns along the northern division of the CPR and he has received from them most favorable replies. these replies will be laid before Sir William at once. It is quite certain that if one-half of the promised business came to this port that the road would be well repaid for the coat of laying the rails down to this wharf above-mentioned.

Beacon
Feb 27/1896
Mrs. Erastus Hurd, mother of Lady Van Horne, died at her daughter’s residence in Montreal, on Saturday last, aged 90 years. Since Sir William adopted St. Andrews as his summer home, Mrs. Hurd has always accompanied his family here. For her years she was a singularly bright old lady, and was almost worshipped by the family. She was a native of Michigan , where she leaves several children.

Sir William and Lady Van Horne are expected back from West Palm Beach, Florida, on Wednesday, when they will probably accompany the remains of the late Mrs. Hurd to Joliette, Ill., where the interment will take place.—Montreal Star

	A form of letter to be forwarded to Sir William Van Horne and Supt. Timmerman, of the CPR, urging the advisability of making rail connection with the DeWolfe pier, was submitted and adopted.

Beacon
March 5/1896
Valuations for this year put Van Horne near the top with $10,000 in real estate. Tilley at $5,000, Algonquin at $18,000. O’Neill farm at $7,000. Land Company$26,000. Sir Donald does not appear on the valuation.

The funeral of the late Mrs. Anna Benedict Hurd, mother of Lady Van Horne, took place from the residence of her son-in-law, 917 Sherbrooke Street, this afternoon. The services were strictly private, being conducted by the Rev. W. S. Barnes of the church of the Messiah. The body will be taken to Windsor street station and conveyed to Joliet, Illinois, on the Chicago express. Sir William and Lady Van Horne will accompany the remains.—Montreal Star. Feb. 26h.

Beacon
March 26/1896
Now that President Van Horne, of the CPR, has a little leisure (retirement?) he might turn it to account by preparing plans for the new summer hotel he talked of for St. Andrews a few years ago.

Beacon
April 9/1896
St. Andrews has justly won the title of Canada's choicest summer resort. Sir William Van Horne, president of the Canadian Pacific Railway, recognized its advantages as a summer breathing spot when he established his permanent summer home here, and hosts of other Montreal and western people have begun to appreciate its salubrious climate, healthful location and romantic surroundings. But it is not alone as a summer resort that St. Andrews should have the patronage of Montreal and the West. Its peculiar situation as the nearest Canadian port on the Atlantic to Canada's commercial metropolis entitles it also to rank as of the first of Canada's winter ports. As far back as 1835, when the first railway in Canada was projected between St. Andrews an Quebec, when it was hoped to make of St. Andrews the winter port for the upper Canadian trade, this fact was known and recognized. The history of its failure to accomplish its destiny at that time is well known. Since then an unsympathetic government, more intent upon strengthening itself rather than building up Canadian ports, has turned its cold shoulder upon the place, the people themselves have been too poor to supply it with the needed facilities, and hence steamship companies that would utilize it if these facilities were provided are compelled to go to other ports and compete with disadvantages that the would be stranger to if they cam here. If the business men of Montreal, who come here to gather renewed strength in the summer season, would only see the necessity of making St. Andrews their port in the winter season, its future, now so dark and forbidding, would soon be bright and hopeful again.

beacon
Jan 17/1895
Montreal Star—Mr. R. B. Van Horne, only son of Sir William Van Horne, who has spent the Christmas holidays in town, has returned to the Military Academy at SingSing, NY

Beacon
Feb 7/1895
Mr. R. B. Van Horne, who has been spending a short vacation in town, returned to Boston to resume his studies at the Institute of Technology. Montreal Star.

Beacon
March 14/1895
Valuations for 1895
Sir William Van Horne to be assessed at 10,000 for real estate, the highest of all except the St. Andrews Land Company at 28,000. Sir Donald at only 500. Tilley at 6,000. Shaughnessy at only 150. [why this high valuation? He doesn’t add to his property until the fall of 1896—still at 150 acres]

Beacon
April 4/1895
“One summer hotel does not make a summer resort,” one remarked Sir William Van Horne to the Beacon. That is the reason why we would like to see Sir William apply himself to the task of carrying out the hotel scheme which he had on his mind when the above remark was dropped two or three years ago.

Beacon
May 23/1895
A Steam well-borer is at work on Van Horne’s estate

Beacon
May 30/1895
The well-borers on the Van Horne property have been hung up lately, owing to their drill having stuck 85 feet from the surface. They had not reached water when the accident occurred.

Miss Adeline Van Horne, daughter of Sir William Van Horne, has left Montreal on a visit to Joliet, Ill., to be present at the marriage of her friend, Miss Read, which takes place early in June. Miss Read spent a portion of last summer in St. Andrews as a guest of Miss Van Horne.

Beacon
June 13/1895
There was a little water in the artesian well that was being driven on Sir William Van Horne’s property, until the drill struck the 100 foot mark, then the bottom suddenly dropped out, and even the surface water disappeared. The drill will keep on boring for a while longer.

Beacon
June 20/1895
Good water found on Minister’s Island at 127 feet.

Beacon
Aug 8/1895
Mrs. Hurd, Lady Van Horne’s mother, was so ill on Sunday that a message was despatched to Montreal for her physician. The old lady is in her nineties.

R. B. Van Horne, with his friends, S. F. Rutherford, and F. Meysenberg, who are visiting him at Covenhoven, went to Saint John on Monday.

Beacon
Aug 15/1895
A large wind-mill set upon a stone tower gives quite a Dutch effect to the landscape around Sir William Van Horne’s summer home.

Beacon
Aug 29/1895
There was a marked contrast between the appearance of things within and without the Algonquin on Saturday night. It was the occasion of the grand fancy dress ball, and while outside the rain pelted piteously against the roof and dark clouds obscured the glory of the heavens, inside all was brightness, gayety and vivacity. Nearly all the characters who participated in the wax works were represented on the floor, besides many new ones. In the grand march the Marquis of Lorne (G. H. McCarthy) led off with Princess Louise (Miss Parker), while behind them was a brilliant throng of historical, classic and miscellaneous figures. [Old Woman, French Laundress, Flower girl, French Nurse] . . . The ladies' attendants at the Algonquin intend holding a ball in the Land Company Building this evening . . . Achilles, R. B. Van Horne

Beacon
Sept 12/1895
Sir William Van Horne made a brief visit to his summer home last week.

The DeWolfe Pier
A Splendid Fabric in St. Andrews Harbour. The CPR will rail it if Mr. DeWolfe foots the bills. 
No one can doubt the enterprise of Mr. B. F. DeWolfe, after they have seen the splendid wharf which he has just constructed in St. Andrews harbor, to the north of the present steamboat landing. Under the supervision of John McBride, the well-known wharf builder of Lubec, work on the pier was begun on the 7th day of May. A few days’ work yet remain to be done, but practically four months have been consumed in its construction. The wharf is 500 feet long and 45 feet wide. It is composed of eight piers, containing 600,000 feet of lumber, with a fourteen-foot bridge between each. These bridges are planked over, but the top of the pier is covered with small timber, on which stones and gravel have been placed. At the extremity of the wharf a movable slip 50 feet long and 10 feet wide has been fixed. It has drop of about 20 feet. This slip is intended more particularly for the use of Mr. DeWolfe’s steamer the Arbutus. At ordinary low tides there are about eight feet of water at the end of the pier. As soon as work is finished on the end of the wharf, the warehouse, which is now standing on the shore end, will be moved down. A coal shed may also be erected.
	While the wharf is primarily intended for the use of the Arbutus, Mr. DeWolfe has expectations for doing a large trade over it. In the hope that the CPR would assist in developing the trade of their port, Mr. DeWolfe approached the management of the road, with a view to having rail connection with the wharf. Mr. Timmerman informed him that the railway would willingly make rail connection, if Mr. DeWolfe would defray the expenses, which, according to the estimate of their engineer, would amount to close upon $1,000. Mr. DeWolfe had a personal interview with Sir William Van Horne, the president of the road, in the hope that he would secure a more favorable arrangement. Sir William asked Mr. DeWolfe to submit an estimate of the amount of business he expected to do over the wharf and he would rather consider the matter. As the business is yet to be sought and developed Mr. DeWolfe was not able to submit the estimate asked for. If he has to shoulder the expense of making rail connection, it is probably that rails will not be laid until next summer.

Beacon
Sept 19/1895
Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne and Mrs. Stephen Harris, of Boston, took a buck-board drive to St. Stephen on Saturday. they had three horses, driven “unicorn.” the party dined at the Windsor and returned home in the evening by starlight.

Beacon
Oct 3, 1895
The families of Sir William Van Horne and Allan R. MacDonnell, of Montreal, who spent the summer at St. Andrews, took their departure from here by special train on Saturday.

Beacon
Oct 24/1895
Mr. R. G. Van Horne of New York, was at the Queen Hotel yesterday, and left this morning for Portland, Maine. He visited this city for the purpose of tracing up the history of the Van Horne family, descendants of whom he found living on the Nashwaak. He procured valuable information from the record office. He has as his object the writing of the genealogy of the Van Horne family. Fredericton Gleaner.

Beacon
Feb 20/1896
Some time ago Sir William Van Horne was approached by Mr. DeWolfe with a view to having the railway company made rail connection with his new pier. Sir William assured Mr. DeWolfe that he would give the matter favorable consideration if he (DeWolfe) was able to show to his satisfaction that there was a possibility of this connection bringing any increased traffic to the port. Since that time Mr. DeWolfe has been communicating with large concerns along the northern division of the CPR and he has received from them most favorable replies. These replies will be laid before Sir William at once. It is quite certain that if one-half of the promised business came to this port that the road would be well repaid for the coat of laying the rails down to this wharf above-mentioned.

Beacon
Feb 27/1896
Mrs. Erastus Hurd, mother of Lady Van Horne, died at her daughter’s residence in Montreal, on Saturday last, aged 90 years. Since Sir William adopted St. Andrews as his summer home, Mrs. Hurd has always accompanied his family here. For her years she was a singularly bright old lady, and was almost worshipped by the family. She was a native of Michigan, where she leaves several children.

Sir William and Lady Van Horne are expected back from West Palm Beach, Florida, on Wednesday, when they will probably accompany the remains of the late Mrs. Hurd to Joliette, Ill., where the interment will take place.—Montreal Star

Beacon
March 5/1896
Valuations for this year put Van Horne near the top with $10,000 in real estate. Tilley at $5,000, Algonquin at $18,000. O’Neill farm at $7,000. Land Company$26,000. Sir Donald does not appear on the valuation.

The funeral of the late Mrs. Anna Benedict Hurd, mother of Lady Van Horne, took place from the residence of her son-in-law, 917 Sherbrooke Street, this afternoon. The services were strictly private, being conducted by the Rev. W. S. Barnes of the church of the Messiah. The body will be taken to Windsor Street station and conveyed to Joliet, Illinois, on the Chicago express. Sir William and Lady Van Horne will accompany the remains.—Montreal Star. Feb. 26h.

Beacon
March 26/1896
Now that President Van Horne, of the CPR, has a little leisure he might turn it to account by preparing plans for the new summer hotel he talked of for St. Andrews a few years ago.

Sir William Van Horne’s Love (the CPR), to which American interests take secondary place, even other Canadians interests. letter.
New York, March 20
The Sun has published the following letter:
To the Editor of the Sun: Sir,—In your issue of yesterday you refer to me as “originally American, but now a fierce Tory hater of all things American.” I protest that no act or work or thought of mine has ever justified such a statement. I am as proud of the United States as you are, and I know that this is saying very much. For many years I have been entrusted with important interests by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, and I have done my best to protect and develop these interests. Would you have me, even as an ultra-loyal American, do otherwise? Pray put me down, not as an enemy of things American, but as one who loves the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Yours truly,
W. C. Van Horne
March 4
(clever allusion to Abou Ben Adhem)

Beacon
April 16/1896
We have always regarded Sir William Van Horne as friendly to St. Andrews. Perhaps he can tell us why the CPR should so persistently discourage the development of this port.

Beacon
July 9/1896
Miss Van Horne came down from Montreal last week, to arrange for the opening of Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence. The family are now installed in it for the season.

Baroness MacDonald, who has been visiting Lady Tilley in Saint John, came to St. Andrews on Monday night and is now the guest of Lady Van Horne at Covenhoven. She is in excellent health.

Beacon
Aug 6/1896
Sir William Van Horne is spending a leisure moment at “Covenhoven” his beautiful summer residence on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Aug 20/1896
The eastern half of Minister’s Island, until recently owned by M. J. C. Andrews, has been purchased by Henry P. Timmerman, Superintendent of the Atlantic Division of the CPR, for $5000. Mr. Andrews is allowed the privilege of occupying it during his lifetime. With the exception of one quarter of the island owned by E. L. Andrews, the whole of this beautiful property is now controlled by CPR people. It is probable that one or more summer dwelling will be erected upon it. 


Deed
Dec 9, 1896
No. 4292 (Book 52, p. 302-4)
Deed H. P. Timmerman et ux. to Sir William Van Horne. 
5,000 dollars for 250 acres formerly sold by Marshall Andrews to Timmerman August 17, 1896; also lease of ten acres of land to Andrews homestead land for life at 1 shilling a year and certain shorefront property

It is reported that Mr. Alex. Gibson’s conference with Sir William Van Horne in St. Andrews last week was in relation to railway and bridge matters. Mr. Gibson, through his warm championship of ex-finance minister Foster, has placed himself in a position where he cannot ask any favors from the new government, and as matters stand now he would doubtless be very well pleased if he could get the CPR to assume the control of his railway and thus free him from a very awkward predicament. There seems little doubt that the Canada Eastern railway was one of the “feeders” of the I. C. R. that Sir Charles Tupper promised to take over. But Sir Charles Is not in a position at the present time to carry out his pre-election promises and hence those to whom they were made will either have to go without the promised favors or seek help in other quarters.

Sir William and Lady Van Horne, with their guests, Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Osler and Miss Osler, of Toronto, and Mr. H. Montagu Allan, of Montreal, paid a hurried visit to the Algonquin on Saturday, the 15th. Sir William returned to Montreal in his private car that evening accompanied by Mr. H. Montagu Allan.

Supt. Timmerman, Assistant General Manager Tait and Mr. Sutherland, who is in charge of the CPR freight department, Saint John, visited St. Andrews on Wednesday last and had a consolation with Sir William Van Horne.

Sir William and Lady Van Horne, wit their guests, Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Osler and Miss Osler, of Toronto, and Mr. H. Montagu Allan, of Montreal, paid a hurried visit to the Algonquin on Saturday, the 15th. Sir William returned to Montreal in his private car that evening accompanied by Mr. H. Montagu Allan.

Mr. Benjamin Van Horne is now en route from Winnipeg to Covenhoven, on the island, to take his summer holiday.

Beacon
Aug 27/1896
Sir William Van Horne came back to St. Andrews last week, and sojourned for a day or two at Covenhoven.

Among the visitors at Sir William Van Horne’s the past week was Mr. Meysenberg, one of the iron kings of Pennsylvania. He came here in a private car belonging to the Illinois Central.

St. Andrews has had a good share of visitors this season, which is very satisfactory, but we would like to see some further signs of advancement either in the direction of another hotel or in the erection of summer cottages. Has Sir William Van Horne abandoned the excellent idea that he once entertained of erecting a seaside hotel here? We hope not.

A Typical Summer Retreat
“Covenhoven,” the elegant summer home of Sir William Van Horne, never looked more beautiful and more inviting than it does now. The comfortable yet unpretentious appointments of the house itself, the broad driveways, the beautiful flower-beds, the well-filled garden, the velvety lawn with its tennis court and other provisions for amusement; the pebbly beaches and the surrounding bay, to say nothing of the magnificent scenery, have each a charm and an attraction that make the place a most enchanting summer resting spot. Though Sir William has not been able to spend many days here this season the few that he has spent have been spent in a round of delights, such as fishing, sailing and sketching. He has had a great many visitors this season and they have all been delighted with the beautiful spot. Sir William’s family will remain here until the first of October.

Mr. B. Van Horne arrived from Winnipeg at Covenhoven on Minister’s Island on Saturday morning, the 22nd inst. He was accompanied by his young friend, Mr. James Ross, of Montreal. they are both very fine-looking young men, the picture of health and strength.

beacon
Sept 3/1896
A Japanese gentleman and his wife, a Boston lady, charming and most attractive people, great friends of Sir William and Lady Van Horne, were recently guests at Covenhoven, but they have gone home with the rest of the privileged ones who have been sojourning within its hospitable doors now open to receive another instalment of distinguished visitors. [Library and Archives Canada has a handsome, large photograph of an Asian couple posing on the lawn of Covenhoven. Perhaps it is this couple. - Ed]

Beacon
Sept 10/1896
Sir William Van Horne has employed R. M. Jack, C. E., to survey a road for him around and across Minister’s Island. the drive will be about twelve miles in length.

Sir William and Lady Van Horne and family will remain at Covenhoven until the 1st of October, to enjoy on their Island our lovely September weather, an ideal month with us.

Beacon
Oct 1/1896
St. Andrews and Sir William Van Horne
Isabel Garrison in Chicago Sunday Times-Herald
Tennyson might have had this place in mind when his faithful pen sketched the “Land of Lotos Eaters,” “a land where it was always afternoon,” where soft grays, red and blues blend harmoniously beyond the lazy inlets and purpling hills that surround Passamaquoddy Bay and the shores of the St. Croix River.
	Such is the locality wherein is situated the sleepy old town of St. Andrews. Here the turrets of the brown Algonquin crown the summit that overlooks the bay. The finest golf links in the country are reached by charming drives, tennis courts are spread over the broad lawns, and the dreamy old place has taken on a festal appearance that stamps it as a summer resort of no mean pretension.
	The Bonapartes of Baltimore, Judge Gray of Washington, the Gardiners and Allans of Boston are among the number of American cottagers and guests who make the old seaport their summer home. But St. Andrews, founded in 1783, once indulged in dreams of becoming something greater than a summer resort. In the long ago when her wharves were crowded with ships from the West Indies and lumber kings freighted them with the wealth of the primeval forests of New Brunswick, she aspired to becoming the great winter port of British America.
	She owned the first charter of a railroad ever granted to the country, but somehow rival cities succeeded in capturing the road, trade with India fell off, and a cyclone that swept away her wharves destroyed her last hope of becoming a mighty seaport.
	“Stocks” for the punishment of the common scold and other offenders against local blue laws once stood in the old marketplace and a resemblance to old Salem of witch-burning memory is noticeable in St. Andrews relics of by-gone days. Her Greenock church, built early in this century, is an object lesson of the early dissenters’ method of conducting services.
	From narrow, straight-backed stalls the devout worshipper was obliged to crane his neck mercilessly to catch the slightest glimpse of the preacher’s face, as he stood aloft, twelve feet, in a three-story pulpit that had been imported especially for this literally stiff-necked congregation.	
	A short distance from Indian Point, still the site of an interesting reservation, is Minister’s Island. From the midst of the bowers of green, above the broad beach that extends down to the bay, rise the acute angles and picturesque Dutch windmill of Covenhoven, the summer retreat of Sir William Van Horne, President of the CPR. Since the departure from Canadia of her wealthiest citizen and greatest philanthropist, Sir Donald Smith, the pleasant duty of entertaining Montreal’s distinguished guests has devolved upon Sir William Van Horne. Yesterday, sidetracked at the point were an Illinois Central, a New York Central and a CPR “special” car. It was evidently a “special” day, and the distinguished visitors celebrated it in a special manner by cruising in the Central Pacific Railroad’s president’s yacht, and it is said, by catching a miraculous draught of fishes.
	The master of the Covenhoven is as stanch and interested an American as he ever was, notwithstanding his acceptance of the often misunderstood but merited compliment of knighthood, and he is apparently happiest when recalling his early days in Chicago.
	From his studio window he looks upon the everlasting hills of Chamcook and vistas of shimmering beach and terraced alleys worthy of the inspiration of his masterful brush. He is fond of surprising those who claim his interest. 
	Upon his first visit to Rat Portage, when nothing but a vast wilderness extended from either side the rails of his road, the first glimpse he had of the land was at sunrise. Father Lacombe, the celebrated missionary to the Crees and the Jibbyways, stood talking to a group of Indians silhouetted against the glowing background in such a startling manner on that occasion that Sir William carried the picture in his minds’ eye over a year, then transferred it to canvas, and presented it to the missionary.
	Father Lacombe enjoys the distinction of having compiled and given to the Pope the only dictionary of Indian dialect ever made. 

Sir William Van Horne’s family will shortly vacate Coven-Hoven for the winter.
	
Beacon
Oct 8/1896
Sir William Van Horne’s family bade adieu to Coven Hoven on Friday last after a delightful season of several months at that lovely sport. The time will seem long until we have them back again.

Deed
Dec 9, 1896
No. 4292 (Book 52, p. 302-4)
Deed H. P. Timmerman et ux. to Sir William Van Horne. This indenture made the ninth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety six Between Henry Pultz-Timmerman of the City of Saint John . . . General Superintendent of the Canadian Pacific Railway and Alice Maud his wife of the one part and Sir William C. Van Horne of the City of Montreal in the Province of Quebec of the other part: . . . for and in consideration of the sum of five thousand Dollars of Lawful money of Canada . . . containing in all two hundred and fifty acres more or less also the shore in front of the said piece or tract of land having been conveyed to the said Henry Pultz-Timmerman by Marshall Andrews and Isabel C. H. Andrews his wife by Indentures bearing date the seventeenth day of August A.D. 1896 and duly registered in the office of the Registrar of Deed . . . in Book 42 pages 16 and 17, subject however to a lease from the said Henry Pultz-Timmerman to the said Marshall J. C. Andrews of all that certain tract or parcel of land situate and being on Minister’s Island aforesaid being that section of said Island comprising about ten acres upon which in located the dwelling house occupied by the said Marshall J. C. Andrews and having a frontage on the western shore of said Island of about thirty a rods and extending from the said shore . . . said lease being for the term of the natural life of the said Marshall J. C. Andrews, at a rent of one shilling yearly together.

Beacon
Jan 21/1897
Minister’s Island. A Few Facts in Connection with the Early History of the island.
One of the oldest and most respected residents of the parish of St. Andrews is Mr. Marshall Andrews, who shares the ownership of Minister’s Island with his son and Sir William Van Horne. In his younger days, Mr. Andrews was a man of commanding height and as strong as a lion. His weight of 84 years has bowed his figure and robbed him of much of his youthful strength, but his intellect is as clear as ever it was, and he can discourse most interestingly on events of bygone days.
	In talking with the Beacon, concerning the early history of Minister’s Island, on Thursday last, Mr. Andrews says the island was originally granted by the crown to Capt. Samuel Osburn, commander of the British gunboat Arethusa in return for services performed by him in protecting the lives and property of the loyalist refugees. Subsequently, Mr. Andrews’s grandfather, Rev. Samuel Andrews, the first rector of St. Andrews, purchased it from Capt. Osburn for £500. Rector Andrews, as most people acquainted with the history of St. Andrews know, had been in charge of an Anglican church in Connecticut, at the time of the United States rebellion. Being strongly attached to the crown, he bade farewell to his Connecticut home and removed with other Royalists to New Brunswick. The coat of arms he brought with him from his Connecticut church now adorns the walls of All Saints Church and there is not sufficient wealth in the whole of Connecticut to buy that precious heirloom from its present owners.
	It was soon after he arrived here that Rector Andrews purchased Minister’s Island. The deed of purchase, also the grant from the Crown to Capt. Osburn, are still in the possession of his grandson. The purchaser of the island was not permitted to enter into full possession of the island for some time, as another family, named Hanson, had squatted upon it and refused to leave. Captain Osburn undertook to scare Hanson away by erecting a target on the bank in front of his house and firing at it with his big guns. The balls tore through the trees and whistled around the Hanson domicile, but they did not cause the occupants to abandon the place. To employ a latter-day vulgarism Hanson was “on to the racket” and whenever Capt. Osburn began target practice, he removed himself and his family to the Indian encampment farther down the island, and remained there until the Captain got through with his fun, when he returned home. Finding that he could not be scared, Rector Andrews succeeded in getting him to vacate by giving him £100. The oft-repeated story that the Rector bought the squatter off with a hogshead of rum is pronounced by Mr. Marshall Andrews to be untrue. Over forty years ago, while walking through the island forest with his father, Mr. Marshall Andrews observed that many of the large trees were torn and mutilated. He wondered at the cause, when his father told him of Captain Osburn’s’ pranks. Since then the story has been corroborated by the finding of large cannon balls at the foot of the cliff near where the Hanson homestead stood. On the death of the rector the island was bequeathed to his son, the father of the present occupant. He was Sheriff of Charlotte County for a great many years. As his official duties compelled him to spend a great part of his time on the mainland, Sheriff Andrews decided to sell half of the island. Rev. Mr. Cassilis obtained possession of this half, and subsequently it fell into the hands of William Douglass, a study Scotchman. He was unable to satisfy the indebtedness against the property, and it reverted to the original owner, who passed it down to his son. With the later history of the island most people in this section are familiar.
	In the early days, the island was a favorite hunting ground. It abounded in game of all kinds, and at certain seasons of the year the wild fowl were so plentiful that they could be killed with clubs. The abundance of game in the vicinity attracted many Indians. On the island there were two large encampments of the savages, and the clam shell mounds that they left behind them are to be seen to this day. Occasionally stone hatchets and other implements of offence and defense are found. Some years ago, the island was visited by a local antiquarian, who has since made a name for himself. On a rock in front of the Indian encampment he found a number of characters, which he claimed were placed there by the Indians. Mr. Andres, who saw these characters and who was instructed afterward to have the stone removed to the university museum in Fredericton, declares, however, that the characters had no significance whatever, and that they were caused by the iron teeth of his harrow and not by Indians. Be this as it may, the visiting professor was able to work up quite an interesting narrative.
	Mr. Andrews further informed the Beacon that the old colored woman, who died in the Alms House last week, was the daughter of a slave owned by his grandfather on this maternal side, Rev. Richard Clark, who came here with the loyalists and was the first rector of Gagetown. He brought with him two slaves Jerry Cole and wife. Polly, lately deceased, was one of the fruits of this union. She was brought up by a daughter of Rev. Mr. Clark, who resided in St. Stephen. She was about 95 years of age.
	
Beacon
Feb 4, 1897
John Hanson and Minister’s Island
To the Editor of the Beacon,
In your issue of 21st ult., you publish an account of the early history of the so-called Minister’s Island, as given by Mr. M. J. C. Andrews. You mention one Hanson as being the earliest occupant.
	Now who was this Hanson and when and by what means did he come in possession of it? 
	His father was among the early settlers of Massachusetts. At Deerfield the younger members of the family were massacred by the Indians and his mother taken as a hostage to Canada, while the father and eldest son, —this same John Hanson—were serving in the Provincial Army. Having thus been left alone in the world, the father and son fought seven years side by side in the French and Indian war. When a truce was made for a few months, his father started to Canada with 100 pounds to ransom the mother but was massacred by the Indians on Lake Champlain. When the war broke out this John Hanson entered the regular service and fought at Ticonderoga, Crown Point, etc. Then when the expedition under Wolfe was fitted out to take Quebec, he again volunteered in that regiment of Provincialists, and was one of the first who scaled the Heights of Abraham. After the fall of Quebec, when peace was made, this regiment was disbanded at Salem, Mass. Again when the Revolutionary war broke, after the battle of Lexington, we find him drafted into the rebel service. But his loyal British blood was sufficient for the emergency and starting with two comrades from Salem, in the night in an open whaleboat, eventually arrived at the now Island of Campobello, then to St. Andrews at a time when there were only three log huts in the place. He then made application and received a location ticket to take up land in recognition of his fourteen years’ service as a British soldier. This gave him authority to choose his own site, and he chose what is now called Minister’s Island, settling at the southern point near where Sir William Van Horne’s residence now is, cleared land, erected buildings and planted an orchard, the relics of which could be recognized until within a few years. After a lapse of about ten years, when peace was proclaimed, other Loyalists and refugees commenced to settle around St. Andrews and vicinity among the rest one Andrews, who was supposed to look after the spiritual interests of these people; but like Ahab of old he had an evil eye on his neighbor’s vineyard—the Hanson homestead. 
	After vainly endeavoring to get possession of it by fair means or foul, he resorted to stratagem. A Capt. Osborne now appears on the scene as an ally of Andrews. An invitation from him was given to Hanson and Andrews to dine with him on board his sloop-of-war. As a matter of course in those days, and in such company, champagne flowed freely. Hanson was sent home unconscious. A few days afterwards a document was produced signed and witnessed conveying all Hanson’s right and title of the island to Osborne in consideration of the sum of 20 pounds. Shortly afterwards it was reconveyed to Andrews, but Hanson’s wife and family refused to be driven off as they had not been consulted in the matter, the document being legal without the wife’s signature. Then came Osborne’s “target practice” in operation until life was made so intolerable that Hanson and his family had to evacuate, or remain at the peril of their lives, there being no courts of law to appeal to at that early date. Thus it was that Capt. Osborne afforded “protection” to the Loyalists and Refugees. On leaving his home with tears in his eyes he exclaimed: “Deerfield Massacre, Ticonderoga, Crown Point and the bloody Plains of Abraham are nothing to this. I thought I could trust my parson.”
	When his sad case was represented to the Government, he was permitted to take up land on Bocabec river where he ended his days. Some of his descendants are still to be found there, as well as all over the continent.
	The writer could fill a volume of information connected with the same subject, but will not further trespass on your valuable space at present.
	I am, Sir, yours very truly,
	R. B. Hanson
	Bocabec, Feb. 1st, 97.

Beacon
Feb 11/1897
Sir William’s Conservatory
Montreal Star. At the entrance of Sir William Van Horne’s conservatory is an exceptionally large and splendidly flowered specimen of the orchid plant, and amongst those which surround it is a rare variety, whose polysyllabic name is descriptive of the curious resemblance borne by the flower to the body, neck and head of a swan. But the foliage plants are not the least attraction of this conservatory. Amongst the palms a cocos weddeliana is probably not excelled on this continent, and near it is a magnificent specimen of the Livingstonia, whose spread may reach twelve feet, and its height no less.

Beacon
Feb. 18/1897
The Queen hotel, Fredericton, is now known as “Government House.” Lt. Gov. McClelan having his quarters there while the legislature is in session. . . . Everyone who has ever patronized the Queen knows that it is one of the best kept and most comfortable hotels in Canada, and that its cuisine is not excelled anywhere. The great run of guests that it has had ever since it was opened under its present management shows that the travelling public knows a good thing when they see it.

Minister’s Island
On Monday, M. J. C. Andrews, brought to the Beacon office the original grant from George III to Capt. Samuel Osborne, of Chamcook Island, now known as Minister’s Island. This grant, which is quite a formidable document, is dated 26th August 1785, and gives Capt. Osborne complete possession of the entire island. No reference is made to any others who claimed rights thereon. Endorsed on the back is the receipt from Capt. Osborne’s attorney to Rev. Samuel Andrews, grandfather of one of the present occupants of the island. this receipt is in the following terms:
	St. Andrews, 23rd Feb. 1788.
Received of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Andrews, Missionary of the parish, of St. Andrews, the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds, current money of the Province of New Brunswick, being the full consideration money for the Island within mentioned.
	Edw. Buller
	Attorney for Samuel Osborne
	£250 New Brunswick currency
Witnesses,
Joe Garnett
W. B. Brown
Mr. Andrews is of the opinion that Mr. Hanson must be wrong when he says that his progenitor’s home was where Sir William Van Horne’s residence now stands. One of the first considerations with a settler was the question of water, and as there was no spring within half a mile of the site of Sir William’s residence it is hardly likely that John Hanson made his home where his descendant says he did. In reference to the charge that Hanson was made drunken by Capt. Osborne and Rev. Mr. Andrews, for the purpose of securing possession of the property occupied by him. Mr. Andrews thinks this would be hardly like an act that would be countenanced by an officer of the British navy and a minister of the gospel.

Beacon
Feb. 25/1897
The Dead of 1897
Details on the life and death of Mr. M. J. C. Andrews, of Minister’s Island. 
By the death of Mr. M. J. C. Andrews, of Minister’s Island, another link which bound us to the past has been severed. Mr. Andrews was a native of St. Andrews, having been born here 85 years ago (1812). His father, the late E. Shelton Andrews, was for many years the respected Sheriff of this County. His grandfather, Rev. Samuel Andrews, was the first rector of the parish of St. Andrews, having come here with the Loyalists from Connecticut. The reverend gentleman obtained possession of Minister’s Island from the grantee of the crown in 1788 and since then it has been in the control of the Andrews family for the greater part of the time. The late Marshall Andrews was a splendid specimen of physical manhood, and in his early life had a local renown for his athletic prowess. Of late years he has been suffering from heart trouble, which for many weeks prior to his death prevented him from sleeping upon his bed. On Monday afternoon, he drove into town to have a chat with the editor of the Beacon. Though complaining of his heart, his voice was strong and his memory appeared to be as sound as ever it was. On Tuesday, while walking in his farmyard he was seized with a spasm in his heart, and was only able to drag himself into his barn, where he laid for some time before he was discovered. The excitement thus caused aggravated the trouble from which he was suffering, and he never recovered from it, passing away peacefully just before midnight on Wednesday. He remained rational until the last moment, one of his latest requests being that a contribution be sent for him to the Indian famine fund. The deceased was twice married and leaves a widow and ten children surviving him. His sons now living are Capt. Fred Andrews, who some years ago retired from the sea on account of failing eyesight, and who is now ill in Boston; Capt. Marshall Andrews, now in command of the ship Robert S. Besnard; Edward L. Andrews, who is part owner and occupier of Minister’s Island, and Sheldon Andrews who resides in the province of Manitoba. His six daughters are Mrs. J. L. Lockie, of Toronto, Mrs. Henry Maxwell, of St. Stephen, Mrs. James Mowatt, of St. Croix parish, Mrs. Dr. Clark, of Kingston, Mrs. F. A. Stevenson, of St. Andrews, and Mrs. Fred Mowatt, of Boston. The late Mr. Andrews was a warden of All Saints Church for many years and was deservedly esteemed for his manliness and integrity of character. His death, though not unexpected, was a sad blow to his family and friends. The funeral of the deceased took place from All Saints Church on Sunday afternoon last, the Rev. Canon Ketchum conducted an impressive ceremony in the church, Rev. E. W. Simmonson taking the services at the grave. The cortege was a very long one.
	
Beacon
March 11/1897
Sir William Van Horne has bought nearly all the stock and farming utensils belonging to the late Marshal Andrews.

Sir William Van Horne favoured St. Andrews with a visit on Thursday last. He was accompanied by Supt. Timmerman and Hon. John Costigan. The special train bearing them here was in charge of Conductor Swift, who proved just as good as his name, landing his passengers in St. Andrews in one hour and twenty-five minutes after leaving Vanceboro. Sir William and party visited Minister’s Island, where the former arranged a plan of campaign for the Spring in connection with his summer estate. We are pleased to hear that Sir William is in the enjoyment of excellent health.

Valuations for 1897
Van Horne’s real estate now assessed at $13,000. Land Company at 25,000. Robert Gardiner at 3,800. Angus Kennedy at 5,000. Algonquin Hotel at 25,000. Donald Smith not on list this year either. Must have sold. Shaughnessy at 150.

Beacon
April 1/1897
Sir William Van Horne will add to his summer residence, Minister’s Island, a studio and billiard room.

Beacon
June 17/1897
Sir William Van Horne made a hurried visit to his summer cottage at St. Andrews on Saturday, accompanied by Supt. Timmerman and H. H. McLean. The party spent an hour here and then took their departure by special.

Beacon
July 8/1897
Charles McQuoid, the four-year-old son of William McQuoid, Minister’s Island, split his nose open with a nail or some other sharp instrument during the temporary absence from home of his parents on Wednesday last. He was brought in town and the wound was dressed by Dr. Wade, who found it necessary to put several stitches in it.

Beacon
July 15, 1897
Sir William Van Horne reached St. Andrews last week in his private car, to enjoy a brief breathing spell with his family at Covenhoven, Minister’s Island. 

Beacon
July 22/1897
Sir William Van Horne intends erecting a large stock barn on his Minister island property. It will be 85 feet long.

Beacon
Aug. 5/1897
Sir William Van Horne’s family are now domesticated at Covenhoven on Minister’s Island. The genial host Sir William pays flying visits from Montreal, availing himself of a well-earned rest whenever leisure permits, and bringing with him special friends from time to time. Just at present Sir William is enjoying the companionship of a distinguished French artist.

Beacon
Aug 12/1897
Sir William Van Horne promised when times were good to take up the question of another summer hotel for St. Andrews. That halcyon period for the railway would seem to have dawned, judging by the traffic reports. The fact that the present hotels are not large enough to accommodate all the people who are eager to come here ought to furnish an additional incentive to Sir William to enter upon this work.

Sir William Van Horne has returned to his railway labors, after a whole week spent at his summer home. This was an unusually long stay, but no longer than his friend would desire.

Beacon
Aug 19/1897
Sir William is at home in Covenhoven.
Lady Van Horne held an “at home” at Covenhoven, Minister’s Island, on Saturday afternoon. It was quite a brilliant function, being attended by many guests at the hotels and by many of townspeople as well.


Beacon
Aug 26/1897
Lady Van Horne, accompanied by the Misses Van Horne, will shortly take her departure from Covenhoven, St. Andrews on her return to Montreal in time to receive the distinguished guests who will be entertained by Sir William Van Horne, during the meeting of the British Medical Association—Montreal Star.

Beacon
Sept 2/1897
R. B. Van Horne, who has been with the surveying party in the Crow’s Nest Pass for some time, past, is at present enjoying a visit to his family on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Sept 9/1897
Mr. B. Van Horne, son of the president of the Canadian Pacific, returned to Montreal yesterday, after having been since April last attached to one of the surveying parties on the Crow’s Nest Pass. He states that there are now about 3000 men employed upon the construction of the new line. Mr. Van Horne will resume his studies at McGill, going west a the end of the present term.—Montreal Star.

Beacon
Sept 23/1897
Sir William Van Horne left St. Andrews on Wednesday morning, after several days spent at his summer home. His family will remain here for a fortnight longer.

Sir William Van Horne 
The Rising Tide Cuts an Interview Very Short
Time and timed will wait for on man—not even for a newspaper man. Evidence of this fact was furnished the Beacon representative when he cantered over to Minister’s Island on Tuesday afternoon to obtain an interview with Sir William Van Horne. Sir William was engaged when the newspaper man called, and though only fifteen minutes slipped by before he was free in that time the tide of the bay had nearly covered the bar by which Sir William’s island home is reached, so that the interview consisted of little more than a greeting and a goodbye.
	Sir William looked the picture of good health and contentment, with his favorite cigar between his lips and his knock-about hat pulled out over his eyes to prevent the wind from blowing it out into the Bay.
	To the Beacon he said that he saw no immediate prospect of the CPR summer hotel being erected at St. Andrews, though he declared the railway was enjoying a season of rare prosperity. Asked with regard to winter port matters he did not express himself very freely, further than to say that Canada possessed more ports than she had business for, and that it would cost a tremendous sum of money to fit St. Andrews with wharves and terminal facilities.
	With regard to the Northwest he said the present was the most successful year the farmers of that section have very enjoyed. “They had made enough money,” said Sir William, “to pay for their farms and all the improvements they have put upon them.”
	Sir William’s opinion was asked concerning the Klondike. “There is not much known about that territory, yet. It is 1400 miles from the nearest point on our road—at Edmonton—and there are two mountain ranges between. There is undoubtedly an abundance of gold there, but I fear that this winter there will be an abundance of suffering as well. There are too many people to winter in there.”
	Sir William displayed an eagerness to talk, but the sullen voices of the breakers beating upon the beach warned his interviewer that the talk must be cut short. And so good-byes were said, and the scribe galloped homeward.
	Sir William went to Saint John on Wednesday morning. He does not expect to visit St. Andrews again next season, though his family remain for probably ten days longer.

Beacon
Sept 30, 1897
Covenhoven, Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence, is closed, the family leaving for Montreal by special train on Tuesday.

Beacon
Oct 21/1897
Governor-General
Surprises St. Andrews people by visiting them. He is Addressed at the Station. Bad Weather and Bad Health keep his Excellency Indoors.
. . .
The Sheriff informed the Governor General that it would afford the people of St. Andrews much pleasure if they were permitted to show them some of the natural beauties of the town. It was then arranged that the party should be driven to Minister’s Island—Sir William Van Horne’s summer abode—on Sunday afternoon. The Governor General and his party then withdrew to their car, and the crowd dispersed.

Beacon
Nov 4/1897
The old Andrews House on Minister’s Island has been re-arranged and rebuilt inside. It is said that Sir William Van Horne intends using is for a winter residence occasionally.

Beacon
Nov 11/1897
Fox Hunt On Minister’s Island
It was a badly advised fox that took up his abode on Minister’s Island, last Monday. A party of town sports, hearing of his presence on the island arranged for a fox hunt on Tuesday. Ed Denley was master of the hounds, and he was supported by nine riflemen, who were stretched out around the island. After the dogs had made a circle of the island two or three times they at last struck the scent. Reynard led them a merry chase but it was a short one, for breaking over on the beach near where the Judge of Probates was in ambush, a well-directed shot put a speedy end to his career. Most people will say that a fox that was not cunning enough to avoid the lawyer deserved to be shot.

Sir William Van Horne in town. He comes down in inspect his property on Minister’s Island. details.
It was announced in the Montreal Star last week that Sir William Van Horne, accompanied by General Russell A. Alger, United States Secretary of War, and General Proctor of New York, was coming to St. Andrews. At once speculation began to be indulged in as to the object of the visit of such a distinguished company. Of course Sir William’s coming could be explained, but what were the Yankee generals coming for?
	One individual feared that they were coming to make an inspection of our forts and he suggested that the proper thing to do was to cover up the fortresses with a tarpaulin until the military visitors had departed. Another man, with an eye to business, was positive that there was some scheme on foot for the utilization of St. Andrews harbor for the shipping of pulp. He was strengthened in his belief by the report that the President’s car had been switched off to grand Falls and that the visitors had made an inspection of the Falls with a view to establishing a gigantic pulp mill there.
	Another had a different idea, and a great many more ventured no opinion whatever, feeling sure that the Beacon would be able to solve the problem for them when the car arrived. 
	On Friday afternoon, President Van Horne’s car arrived at St. Andrews, but without the big Yankee guns. “Col.” French, the President’s culinary advisor, and Supt. Timmerman were Sir William’s only companions. The other had taken the western train at McAdam for their homes.
	Sir William and Supt. Timmerman got off at the bar Road and we at once driven to Minister’s Island, where the former made an inspection of work that was being done on his summer property. At 4:30 they returned to their car at the station, when the Beacon had a brief chat with Sir William.
	He said his visit had no particular significance—he simply wished to look after his property on Minister’s Island. He went on to say that he had just returned from an inspection of the western end of the road and had found everything booming here. The North-West, he said, he found in a particularly prosperous state, the farmers having done splendidly this year. They had made, he said, this season alone enough money to pay for their farms and all the improvements that they had made upon them. He knew of no class in such independent circumstances as the North-west farmer. He thought it would be good thing if half of the farmers of Charlotte County would go the North-West. The balance, with larger farms, might then make considerable money out of stock raising. He was sure that there was money in that class of farm product, and he was equally sure that the land here was well adapted for the raising of stock. He intended to make some experiments himself along this line.
	Sir William talked quite freely with regard to port affairs at Saint John and Halifax, but he did not wish his views thereon to be put in print. With regard to the visit of the New York generals, he said they had been attending a meeting of the directors of the Laurentide Pulp Company, of Grand Here, Quebec, in which he was also interested, and he had invited them to accompany him in this direction. It was sure, he said, that they had looked at the Grand Falls. The train stopped half an hour there, and they had spent the time in looking at the Falls. They had no intention however of establishing pulp works there. Sir William felt that there were enough pulp mills in Canada now, and that capitalists would not be disposed to put their money into any more until a wider market had been opened up for them. When the spruce of Sweden and Norway had been reduced, then Canada would have a chance of supply the European market, but that day, he felt, was some distance. off. Sir William had nothing encouraging to say with regard to the local outlook. At 5 o’clock the railway party left won by special train for McAdam.
	

Beacon
Nov 18, 1897
Fox too Foxy for Lawyers
All the lawyers in town and about a dozen other who were not lawyers, went to Minister’s Island on Monday morning, with their guns to have some sport at the expense of a wily old fox who had gone over to feast on Sir William Van Horne’s poultry. Soon after the hunters had taken up their positions, the dog struck the scent and in a twinkling the woods re-echoed with his baying. Reynard’s practiced ear caught the sound and recognizing what it meant for him he concluded to strike out for the mainland before matters had reached a climax. Chuckling to himself no doubt over the disappointment that this withdrawal would cause to the gunners, he dropped onto the beach, and when he had policed out the poor shots he deliberately ran the gauntlet of half a dozen guns, all of which were discharged at him. This move brought him on to the bar, over which he skimmed like a steak of greased lightning. The dog and hunters followed the red and grey streak, confident that they could overtake the quarry, but when Reynard struck the mainland he threw open his throttle and disappeared over the railway at a pace that made the hunters dizzy. At the rate of speed he was making he has probably reached the Yukon by this time.

Lady Van Horne at Home
The handsome residence of Sir William Van Horne was the scene Thursday afternoon of a brilliant social function, on the occasion of Lady Van Horne’s “At Home.” The house itself is so spacious that, in spite of the large number of guests, there was no crowding. It is also so delightful and so full of the most beautiful collection of everything to delight the heart of even the least aesthetic of human beings. Sir William Van Horne has a famous collection of Japanese and Chinese pottery, and he himself is an acknowledged authority on the subject—this is only one of many subjects on which he is equally an authority. He can determine the period and name of any piece of pottery submitted to him, simply by looking at it and feeling it. Then there are all the fine pictures and the valuable collection of tapestry and other hangings, and all the wonderful curios gathered from all over the world which all add very much to the charm of being guests of Sir “William and Lady van Horne, who are noted for their hospitality and the place they hold in the city’s social life. The conservatory is a striking feature of the house. It is full of blooms, just now, chiefly chrysanthemums, of which there is a very fine show. It was brilliantly lighted Thursday with red lamps hung amongst the plants. Huge lanterns screened by tall palms were also used with picturesque effect. The orchestra was stationed in the upper hall. Tea was served in the dining room; the table decorations were yellow chrysanthemums. Lady Van Horne received in the drawing room. She was assisted by her sister, Miss Van Horne, and daughter Miss A. Van Horne. —Montreal Star.

Beacon
Jan 27/1898
Montreal’s Historical Ball. 
The historical ball recently held at Montreal was a grand function, equaling if not surpassing Toronto’s great society event of a similar nature. Lady Van Horne, says the Star, made a typical colonial dame in a most becoming costume of gray brocaded satin with pink corsage and petticoat, pearl necklace and ornaments, coiffure poudree. Miss Van Horne, Madam Joliet, Louis XIV period, with white satin petticoat, trimmed with lace flounces and mauve rosettes, coiffure poudree, with lace head dress. Marquise de Vaudreuil, Louis XV, (Miss Annie Wheeler), wore a hoop skirt with petticoat of pink satin trimmed with two antique lace flounces and pink ruches and waits of white and pink and flowered silk, jewelled stomacher, pink roses and feathers. Ornaments antique diamonds and pearls. 

Beacon
March 3, 1898
Valuations: Algonquin Hotel 25,000; Van Horne, 13,000; Land Company, 25,000; O’Neill Farm, 8,500.

Beacon
May 19, 1898
The return of Lady Van Horne and Miss Adaline Van Horne, after an absence of several months, is a much welcomed event. Lady Van Horne, whose stay in California was a most enjoyable one, was met at Vancouver by her son, Mr. R. B. Van Horne, and her sister-in-law, Miss Van Horne, with whom the return journey was made via CPR.—Star

beacon
May 26/1898
Sir William Van Horne’s family are expected to occupy Covenhoven, Minister’s Island, next month.

Beacon
June 30/1898
Sir William Van Horne’s family are again occupying heir beautiful summer home on Minister’s Island. Lady Van Horne and Sir William’s sister, Miss Van Horne, were the first to arrive. Sir William has arrived back in Canada after his English trip.

Beacon
July 7, 1898
Miss Van Horne and Mr. Ban. Van Horne came to St. Andrews on Saturday, in Sir William’s private car, Major French commanding. [Jim French] Sir William arrived in his private car on Wednesday, and is now at Covenhoven, Minister’s Island.

Beacon
July 14/1898
Sir William Van Horne started for Boston by Saturday night’s train from St. Andrews.

Beacon
Aug 4, 1898
Sir William Van Horne is at Covenhoven for a day or two. Miss Hurd, Sir William’s niece, is a guest of his beautiful summer home. Mr. Beaton, sporting editor of the Montreal Herald, is staying with his friend, Mr. R. B. Van Horne, on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Aug 11/1898
Sir William’s Summer Farm
Over a dozen men are employed about Sir William’s Van Horne’s summer far, doing farm work erecting stone walls along the driveways and in other forms of employment. Sir William has had plans prepared for an immense barn, which he expects to erect this season. It is to contain all the modern improvements, with stalls for about forty head of cattle. An ell will be built this season to the cottage occupied by Mr. D’AlMaine Sir William’s farm superintendent.

Beacon
Aug 25/1898
A handsome pair of matched bay horses for Sir William Van Horne arrived on Saturday night from Woodstock, and are quartered in Mallory's stable. they are a full brother and sister, weighing 1180 pounds each, and look as much alike as two nuts.

Beacon
Sept 29, 1898
Sir William Van Horne’s beautiful summer residence on Minister’s Island, which has been the scene of so many pleasant little parties this season, will be closed on Monday net, when Lady Van Horne, the Misses Van Horne and servant swill return to Montreal.

Beacon
Oct 13/1898
A Costly Barn
The contract for the erection of the foundation of Sir William Van Horne’s big stock barn on Minister’s Island has been awarded to Mr. James McKenzie, of St. Stephen, who has already begun excavations for it. Some idea of the cost of this barn may be gleaned from the fact that the stone foundation alone will cost in the vicinity of $4000. The main barn will be 150 x 52, with an ell 40 x 50 feet. There will be several cross walls in the stone basement, including space for a bull pound, cooking room, etc. The wooden superstructure will not be erected until next spring. The barn will be located immediately in the rear of the old Andrews barn.

Beacon
Nov 3/1898
Sir William’s 20,000-dollar barn. 
Rapid Progress being made on the Foundation by Contractor McKenzie and His men.
Minister’s Island is the busiest hive of industry in this section, Mr. James McKenzie, contractor for the erection for the stone foundation of Sir William Van Horne’s $20,000 barn, having 30 men and half as many horses engaged in the work. The teams are kept busy in ploughing out the trenches for the wall, in hauling cement and other material from the cars, and in gathering field stone for the structure. Although the crew have only had about ten working days, the greater part of the main wall for the building has been built, and a start has been made upon the annex. The walls vary in thickness from three feet to two feet. Although made of field stone they are very smooth and substantial looking. The stone is all laid in Portland cement, so as to ensure the greatest amount of durability and strength. Mr. McKenzie sis well pleased with the progress he is making, and with the harmony which prevails among his men. He thinks that if he has fair weather, he will be able to complete his contract in another four weeks without any trouble.
	The plans reveal an immense structure with high double towers, which will give it quite a castellated appearance. These round towers are the silos. Beneath one is the cook house, where the food for the cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry will be prepared. Under the other is a large bull pound. Besides these apartments, the basement will contain a large space for young cattle, a piggery, root cellar and compost heap. The latter will be located immediately beneath the cattle stable and will be arranged on the latest scientific principle. The stall space for cattle will be very large, indicating that Sir William purposes conducting his experiment on no mean scale. The poultry will have a fine run in the main building, with an abundance of light. The barn will be a model one in every respect, and will surpass anything of the kind that exists in the lower provinces. The superstructure will not be begun until next spring.
	 Mr. McKenzie has a camp for his men on the grounds. James Henderson is the landlord. They have Mr. Norris for a cook and are living on the fat of the land. Under the one roof are the cook house, dining room and sleeping quarters for the men. Mr. McKenzie has a separate room for himself, adjoining the kitchen. In it he has three sleeping berths, a dining table and a stove. Although in poor health lately, life on Minister’s Island seems to be agreeing with him.
	
Beacon
Nov 10/1898
Stocking His Farm
Sir William Van Horne intends to have nothing but the best on his island farm. He has recently bought in Ontario two Clydesdale mares that captured first prize in all this season’s shows. They weigh 3750 lbs. and are beautiful animals. Several high-priced Shropshire sheep have also arrived on the farm from Ontario.

Sir William Van Horne, and several German artist friends, came down from Montreal on Saturday to get a glimpse of the improvements on Minister’s Island. Supt. Timmerman accompanied the party here. They went out by special train at 3 o’clock. 

A delightful little surprise party was held at the charming residence of Mr. E. L. Andrews, Minister’s Island, On Thursday evening last. The drive across the bar by moonlight, was greatly enjoyed.

Beacon
Nov 17/1898
Rapid progress is being made on Sir William Van Horne’s big barn. On Sunday, many persons visited the Island to view the structure. David P. Kent, well-borer, is boring for water for Sir William Van Horne’s new barn, Minister’s Island.

Sir William Van Horne’s handsome Clydesdale mares were brought over to be weighed on Monday. One showed 1650 lobs., and the other 1675 lobs. They are full sisters and are both splendid animals. Locals going to Minister’s Island to see the foundation of barn laid.

Beacon
Dec 22/1898
The well borers on Sir William Van Horne’s property are down over one hundred feet and have not yet struck water.

Beacon
Jan 5/1899
Miss Olive Hosmer, daughter of Mr. Charles R. Hosmer, and who is now ill in Paris with typhoid fever, is improving rapidly and is out of all danger. —Star.

Ball in Honor R. B. Van Horne. 
The palatial residence of Sir William Van Horne at 917 Sherbrooke Street was on the evening of Dec. 28 the scene of one of the most brilliant social events of the season, the occasion being a ball given in honor of the son of the house, Mr. R. B. Van Horne. The magnificent drawing room where the dancing took place was very artistically decorated. A lovely floral curtain, composed of pale pink roses and smilaz was very much admired. The floor was perfect, and so too, was the music furnished by the orchestra, which was stationed behind a mass of large palms.
	The conservatory, whither the dancers adjourned from time to time, was luxuriant in tropical foliage, and hundreds of pots and the beautiful pine-settler in full bloom. At midnight a recherché supper was served in the handsome dining room, the table being laden with every imaginable dainty. The decorations were very beautiful, the entire place consisting of lace embroidered with silver, on which was placed large sliver bowls on meteor roses.
	The hostess, Lady Van Horne, was assisted by her son in receiving her guests in the reception room. Lady Van Horne wore a magnificent gown of mauve satin, the bodice of Irish point lace and satin. Miss Van Horne was handsomely gowned in yellow and gold brocade trimmings of lace. Miss. A. Van Horne, wore a buttercup satin gown, trimmings of blue and gold. —-Montreal Star.

Beacon
Jan 19,1899
A very fine quality of fifteen-inch ice is being taken from Chamcook lake. Sir William Van Horne is already storing his. He will put in about thirty tons. (Angus Kennedy will store 50 tons)

Beacon
Jan 26/1899
Artesian well on Van Horne's estate now 150 feet deep.

Beacon
Feb 9, 1899
An inexhaustible supply of water has been obtained in Sir William Van Horne’s artesian well on Minister’s Island at a depth of 165 feet.

Beacon
March 2/1899
Lady Van Horne’s reception (at Sherbrooke Street). Details.
A very smart and fashionably attended reception was the one given yesterday afternoon by Lady Van Horne, at her handsomely appointed home on Sherbrooke Street, at which several hundred guests were present. Her handsome residence never looked better, giant palms, ferns and fragrant flowers being scattered in effective masses in every available nook and corner through the beautiful reception room and halls, whose walls are covered with many gems of art and antique tapestries. Passing on to the dining room, a charming apartment, a hospitable reception awaited the guests from the ladies who presided both gracefully and efficiently over the tea table, which was laden with every tempting viand. There also was displayed a wreath of beautiful flowers, which was also seen in the conservatory where brilliantly lighted, a vision of loveliness presented itself. Lady Van Horne was assisted in the care of her guests by the Misses Van Horne, who are well known for their kindly hospitality. - Montreal Star, Feb. 25th

Sir William’s Big Barn
The contract for the erection of the superstructure of Sir William Van Horne’s mammoth barn on Minister’s Island has been awarded to Mr.  Robert Stevenson , of Saint Stephen, who is now here arranging for the beginning of the work. Some idea of the size of this structure can be obtained when it is known that over fifty cars of rough lumber will be required in its construction. Sir William has p[laced the contract in excellent hands and a good job will be the result.

Beacon
March 16/1899
The opinion is expressed at Ottawa that the difficulty attending the steamship Gaspesia means the death blow to the direct Milford Haven, and Paspebiac line. If Sir William Van Horne would only whisper to the promoters of this scheme that they can find a port to suit them in St. Andrews, New Brunswick, he would be doing both them and St. Andrews a good turn.

Beacon
March 16, 1899
Sir William Van Horne was in St. Andrews on Tuesday, looking after his interests on Minister’s Island. He remained only a few hours. Contractor Stevenson, of St. Stephen, was here to meet Sir William.

Beacon
March 30/1899
The lumber for Sir William Van Horne’s big barn has begun to arrive. James Cummings has been awarded the contract for hauling it.

Beacon
April 6/1899
A handsome Clyde stallion, weighing 2160 lbs. has been added to Sir William Van Horne’s stock farm on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
April 27/1899
The Van Horne Estate
There is no hum in this end of the County of Charlotte to compare with the hum that prevails on Minister’s Island, the country seat of Sir William Van Horne. Twenty men, under the direction of Contractor Stevenson, are working like beavers in erecting Sir William’s magnificent barn, which will be the largest and most complete in all Canada. The massive walls and immense timbers are more suggestive of a ponderous cathedral than they are of a stable for horses and cattle. The contractor has been delayed considerably by the slow manner in which the lumber arrives, so that he has not made the progress that he would have liked. The frame, however, is pretty well advanced. When it is completed, the remainder of the work can be pushed rapidly. In addition to the men employed at the erection of the barn, there are a dozen or more teamsters and laborers employed in hauling lumber, removing trees, grading the grounds, setting out fruit trees, and caring for Sir William’s fancy Clydesdale horses and other stock.

Beacon
May 4/1899
R. B. Van Horne has passed for the degree of Bachelor of Science at McGill college. Civil engineering is the branch of study in which he particularly excels.

Beacon
May 18/1899
Cedar Croft
Rev. A. T. Bowser’s Beautiful Summer Home at Cedar Lane
. . .
One of the attractions of the grounds is massive birch tree, which was transplanted from Minister’s Island. It has taken firm root in its new home and is shooting forth its leaves in lusty fashion.

Beacon
May 25/1899
It is rumoured Sir William Van Horne proposes establishing a farm in Manitoba.

Beacon
June 1/1899
Sir William’s Western Farm Sir William Van Horne, president of the CPR, has bought a large tract of land at East Selkirk, Manitoba, and will establish there farming operations on a scale of some magnitude. He will have built at once a substantial two-story residence dwelling, of 40 feet by 90 feet, and stables, sheds and barns, the buildings covering a space of 300 by 30 feet. Sir William has no intention of deserting Montreal, however, and taking up his residence on his western farm. The latter may do well enough for a brief spell in the summertime, just as a change, but the Canadian Pacific’s president will still remain a Montrealer. - Montreal Star

Sir William does not appear to have the “western fever” so bad that he has forgotten his country seat at St. Andrews. He has a large crew of men employed at “Covenhoven,” building barns, grading the grounds, planting fruit trees, and doing other kinds of farm work. His family will arrive in a few days to occupy the place for the summer.

At the Governor General’s reception in Montreal, Lady Van Horne wore a costume of fawn satin trimmed with black velvet. Miss Van Horne, straw coloured satin brocade, white aigrette. Miss. A. Van Horne, yellow satin and pink roses.

Beacon
June 8/1899
Sir William Van Horne’s big barn continues to be a leading attraction on Minister’s Island. It is boarded in, and the carpenters are now shingling the outside walls.

Sir William Van Horne arrived at Minister’s Island yesterday to take a look at the improvements going on there. His son, R . B. Van Horne, accompanied him.

Beacon
June 15/1899
If Minister’s Island should lead to the utilization of St. Andrews as a port for ocean-steamers it would indeed by a ministering angel.

Sir William as a Farmer
Minister’s Island Probably a Nursery for his Manitoba Farm.
More buildings to be erected—A barn that is Unique in Many Respects
Sir William Van Horne may only be in the farming business for the sake of amusement, but if so, he is very much in earnest about it. In addition to his extensive interests on Minister’s Island, St. Andrews, he has purchased a large tract of land in Manitoba just across the border from Ontario, which he proposes using for stock-raising. It is a new territory and said to be very fertile.
	Though he is not known to have stated in so many words that he intends using one farm in connection with the other, yet there is good reason to believe that this is his intention. He will utilize St. Andrews as a nursery ground, it is believed, shipping his young cattle west and then when they reach a suitable age for shipping he will have them brought back and fattened here prior to going on board ship. His plans may embrace a steamship line from St. Andrews, took, but if they do he has been very careful not to commit himself on this point.
[bookmark: bookmark]	During his recent hurried visits to Minister’s Island, Sir William had an opportunity to inspect his bag barn, also his big horses, and the many other big things that he is carrying on on the island. He also found time to unfold a few of his plans for the future.
	 Among the matters determined upon were the immediate removal of the old Andrews barns alongside the residence of Sir William’s farm superintendent, Mr. D’AlMaine, the erection of a boiler house, green house, icehouse and dairy. The icehouse and dairy will be under the one roof, and will be located on the site of the present upper barn. It will be 25 x 40 feet on the ground and will probably be of stone. Where the lower barn stands, the boiler house and greenhouse will be situated. This will be right alongside the deep well which Mr. Kent’s workmen recently bored. The greenhouse will be on the front, with the boiler house immediately behind. The greenhouse, 15 x 30, will be employed for the usual purposes—in raising early vegetables, seedlings, etc. The boiler house, which will have as an adjunct a powerful windmill, will be used for a variety of purposes. It will furnish power for the operation of steam threshing machines, hay lifts and the like, and it will also supply steam for steaming food and for the cattle. This building will be about 20 feet square.
	In addition to the buildings now under erection or proposed to be erected, a driveway is being constructed towards the upper end of the island. This is being done under Mr. D’AlMaine’s superintendence. He has already finished about a half mile of it. A representative of the Beacon enjoyed a drive over it and can bear testimony to its excellence. At the lower end of the island, a rod or two away from Sir William’s summer habitation, a tennis court has been laid out and is now being cindered and rolled. The flower beds are a mass of blooming and promising plants, while great things are also anticipated from the apple, pear, plum and cherry orchards which have been set this Spring. With few exceptions the trees are all growing finely. Mr. D’AlMaine has given all these matters his personal attention, which accounts in great measure for this forwardness.
	The new barn is well advanced. The roof is nearly all shingled, and the floors are now being laid. This barn will be unique in several respects. It will be unique in its massiveness, in its form of construction, in its completeness, and in its diversity of purpose. With reference to the first feature, it is probably the largest barn in the Province. It has a straight floor space of 152 feet in length and 56 feet in breadth. In height it is about sixty feet from the ground to the peak. In its form of construction, it is unique in that it will have no crossbeams overhead. From floor to peak it is clear of obstruction, save for the strong wooden trusses and knees with which the roof and frame are supported, and the iron girders that will be employed in supporting the mows. It is unique in its completeness, because of the ample arrangements that have been made for carrying on farm work within its walls. The main floor of the barn has two entrances. The chief entrance is on the eastern side. It is 40 feet wide with doorways 11 feet in width. On one side of the entrance will be the farm office, in which a record of everything that is done on the farm will be kept. On the opposite side are the separating rooms, where the milk will be separated as it is taken from the cows, and immediately transferred to the dairy. Opposite the entrance are the two silos, 16 feet in diameter, and capable of containing 109 tons of fodder each. These will be filled from the barn floor. The constituents of these silos will he corn, beans and sunflowers, only the heads of the latter being employed.
	This season only one silo will be filled. For the purpose of supplying it, eight acres have been planted in corn, one acre in beans and one acre in sunflowers. A lift is located alongside one of the silos to carry food to the lower floor. The second entrance is on the southern side of the building. It is 15 feet wide. On the left of this entrance are the horse stalls covering a space of 48 by 28 feet. There are three box stalls, nine open stalls and a harness room. By the way, this does not cover all the horse space, as a palatial residence is to be laid out at the further extremity of the barn for Sir William’s handsome Clydesdale stallions. On the right of the southern entrance are the cow stalls. Accommodation will be provided for fifteen cows. All the upper spaces of the barn will be utilized as hay and straw mows. The amount they will hold will be something prodigious.
	About one-half of the northern basement will be utilized for young cattle. These will be fed from above, an opening having been left on the main floor of the barn for this purpose. Under the northern silo, surrounded by a stone wall 16 high, is the bull pen. The lower part of the southern silo, which is similarly walled, will contain his boarship. The piggery occupies the adjoining space to the southward. As the greater part of the front of the basement will be filled in with glass, both the pigs and the cattle will have an abundance of light and ventilation. That portion of the basement underneath the cow stalls and the southern entrance will be employed for composting. The excrement from the cows and horses will be thrown into it, and provision has also been made in the main floor for the dumping in of earth. The basement entrance, which will be large enough to admit of a team passing in and out, is located on the southern side, immediately below the end entrance to the main floor.
	Connected with the large barn will be a smaller building on the western slope of the hill, which will be used as a home for hens and sheep. This will cover a ground space of 40 by 50 feet. The roof will be sloped towards the main building, so as to admit of food being thrown in from the main floor of the barn between the silos. The turkey run will be in the connection with this building. Only the foundations have to be laid for this building. It will be pushed forward to completion, as soon as the main barn is finished.
	Messrs. Stevenson and McKenzie are the contractors for these buildings. Sir William made an inspection of their work during his late visit and was well pleased with its character and with its advanced state. It is probable that Messrs. Stevenson and McKenzie will also be awarded the contract for the contraction for the other buildings referred to in the beginning of this article.
	The carrying on of these works means the employment of many men, and horse and the distribution of considerable money in the locality. As Sir William’s plans mature, perhaps the town will receive even greater advantage from them. (steamship service to Manitoba farm?)

Beacon
June 22/1899
It is reported that Sir William Van Horne recently offered E. L. Andrews $7000 for his interest on Minister’s Island. Mr. Andrews is holding out for $10,000.


Sir William Van Horne.
Something About the Man Who has Made Canada’s Greatest Railway
The retirement of Sir William Van Horne from the presidency of the Canadian Pacific Railway, is an event of sufficient importance to justify lengthy comment from all the leading papers of Canada. Sir William, having successfully guided this great undertaking through its infantile years of doubt and anxiety until he has placed it on the secure road to prosperity, now feels that he should be relieved of a measure of responsibility. The Board of Directors have yielded to his wish and have elected Mr. T. G. Shaughnessy in his stead. Sir William becomes chairman of the Board, so that he is still the chief of the railway’s advisory board, and is still in a position to give the road the benefit of his ripe judgment and experience.
	It is in 1881 that Sir William Van Horne—he was then plain Mr. Van Horne—was appointed to the position of General Manager of the Canadian Pacific road. His selection to such a post of responsibility was justified by his previous history and experience in connection with railroading in the United States. This experience, says one of his biographers, extended from office boy in a railway station to General Superintendent of a system with 5,000 miles of track. He has been telegraph operator, train dispatcher and superintendent of telegraphs. Among the railways which he has controlled as General Manager or General Superintendent are the St. Louis, Kansas City and Northern, the Southern Minnesota, the Chicago and Alton and the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul. All who are familiar with the management of the Canadian Pacific unite in regarding him as the moving spirit in the policy of expansion which has been the cause of its success. Under his management of the Canadian Pacific was changed from a governmental duty to British Columbia and an essential of a political organization to a substantial business enterprise, abundantly rewarding all who had faith to invest in it. He was made Vice-President in 1884 and President in 1888, whilst a knighthood was bestowed in recognition of his services among the birthday honors of 1894.
	Sir William’s railway career has often been told in detail, and the following character sketch of the retiring President of the CPR , written by Mr. Frank Yeigh and published in the Canadian Magazine recently, deals with him from a more popular and personal point of view:—

Every land has its national honor roll, though differing widely as to who compose it. . . . Canada has her roll of honor, with not a few worthy names thereon—men who have made an impress on the country by their achievements; and if it is not essential, as it should not be, to await a man’s death in order to award him his honestly won place in the esteem and regard of his fellowmen, then the name of William C. Van Horne should be counted worthy of honor. Some men’s achievements mock them, as did those of Troilus, but the man who has stood by at the birth of the great transcontinental railway, who saw the first sod broken and who witnessed the last rail spiked, who passed through the years of storm and stress that intervened between these two events, with all they recall of tests of faith, temporary reverses and hills of difficulty, and who today can travel over 3,500 miles of railway under his controlling hand—such a man is stamped as great by his work, and such an accomplishment calls for recognition from all who admire definite and great results.
	Sir William has made his home in Montreal, where the head offices of the company are located, and the occupant of the substantial stone mansion on Sherbrooke street, surrounded by the art treasures and the home comforts that good fortune and good taste have enabled him to accumulate, must experience a well-earned pleasure in living over again the varied events of his fifty six years of life, reaching back to his boyhood days in Illinois, when he occupied his first responsible position in life as a chair-bearer during the survey of the Canadian Pacific Railway. He no doubt remembers, too, his occasional visits to town—always an event in a lad’s life—Joliet being the nearest centre of population, where he made many friendships, which still last. As a youth he mastered telegraphy, a knowledge of which he has always advised railway juniors to acquire. Then followed his rapid series of promotions until the little Illinois lad became a Canadian railway magnate, with a comfortable salary and a title from the Queen.
	After having mastered telegraphy, the future head of the CPR was employed by the Illinois Central Railway and by several other western lines in succession, through all the grades of officialdom up to the very highest. In 1881 the time and the task called for a man to take charge of the projected Canadian Pacific line, and luckily, there was one to be had. At first Mr. Van Horne was appointed General Manager, two years Vice-President and finally president, with unusually wide powers and privileges. Among the secrets of his success is the fact that he brought to the task of building the great steel highway a practical knowledge of almost every department of railway work, from the building of a bridge or the laying of a curve to the management of an extensive system. He is something of an engineer and draughtsman, and, as one has said, “knows every tie in the road. His knowledge is simply encyclopaedic. He can draw a sketch of siding, a switch, a culvert or any special portion of tract at a moment’s notice. With him an inspection of the line is not a perfunctory operation; he knows his business thoroughly.” 
	Sir Williams is a firm believer in the Young Man. Possibly he may not object to still be classed as one himself. This belief on his part explains the well-known fact that the CPR is in the main manned by young men. He is a strict disciplinarian and demands the best service his staff can give him, and the army of employees have always given a hearty loyalty to the President for they are proud of what he has accomplished. Comparatively few strikes have occurred on the line, and so far as the public can judge, there is the best of feeling between the president and his subordinates. He is, or has been, no exception to the rule of hard work which he has required from his staff. During the constructive period, five or six in the morning found him ready for a long day’s work. His correspondence would be cleared off only in the forenoon, and the afternoon was thus free for other duties. Midnight was his retiring hour—an example of long sustained effort, perhaps, not to be generally recommended. Now that the line is successfully running, its head takes life more easily, and has wisely relegated many details to his competent officials. When questioned about his future, plans, Sir William falls back upon an old habit that has always stood him in good stead—a sudden deafness that prevents him from hearing the prying query; but one is at liberty to prophesy that he will now carry out some long-cherished plans of travel with special reference to studying foreign art. He has not travelled very extensively. Only once, I believe, has he visited Europe, and he has never yet used one of his own round-the-world tickets via the pacific and the east.
	Two features stand out prominently in Sir William’s Van Horne’s personality, his force of character and his self-control. He carries men with him, he leads them without their always knowing it; and he is not long one of a group of men without exhibiting this trait. It stood out more clearly, perhaps, in the dark days of the road, when only those who were at the helm knew of the rocks in the channel—the financial fogs, the engineering difficulties, but the young manager, by his optimism and pluck, cheered the men who had their fortunes at stake to success and further fortune.
	His self-control has been shown in many a situation of danger, sometimes when the wires carried bad news as when a landslide on the north shore of Lake Superior carried away a portion of track and a valuable lot of steel rails. The message was handed to him at his desk, but a mere lifting of the eyebrows and a low toned exclamation was all that told of a loss of many thousands of dollars. On other occasions, when a friend was in jeopardy in a small sailboat in a squall, the subject of my sketch only betrayed his intense anxiety buy pacing the pier and smoking his cigar furiously.
	He is at time the essence of terseness, as when a caller, noting a drawing of a cantilever bridge on his desk, asked: “What is the limit of the chasm you can bridge by this engineering method.” The laconic reply was “Money!” And money, backed by brains has certainly been a miracle worker on the CPR.
	Sir William’s holidays are frequently enjoyed at his retreat at St. Andrews, where he is monarch of a goodly domain, and the rustic Van Horne cottage is seen in some of the canvases of the artist-President. While a hard worker while on duty, he is a thorough believer in enjoying the good things of life both in nature and art, in the home and “on the road,” a philosophy not belied by his own appearance.

Beacon
June 29/1899
Article on Marine Biological Station to be established here.

Sir William Van Horne took a run to St. Andrews last Friday, and spent a few hours inspecting the works that are in progress on Minister’s Island. He was accompanied by Miss Mary Van Horne, who will remain at Covenhoven until the rest of the family arrives.

R. B Van Horne is now in camp at Longueil with he Duke of York, Hussars, which body he has recently jointed.

Mr. E. L. Andrews, referring to the statement made in last weeks’ Beacon that Sir William Van Horne had offered him $7000 for his Minister’s Island property says that Sir William has never made him any direct offer for his place. Sir William’s representative talked of certain figures, but no offer was made, nor did he name any price himself. He says he is not anxious to sell.

Beacon
July 20/1899
A cottage for Sir William Van Horne’s coachman has just been completed alongside his old barn. Mr.  Robert Stevenson was the builder.

Dutch Belted Cattle
Details on Minister’s Island
A magnificent herd of Dutch belted cattle, composed of twelve animals, and consisting of a two-year old bull weighing nearly 1400 lbs., a bull calf, one cow, two calves and seven heifers, arrived at Sir William Van Horne’s farm, Minister’s Island, on Saturday. Many persons went over to the island to admire the beautiful creatures. They each have a white belt about eighteen inches wide, encircling the body. The rest of the animal is a jet black. The hair is very short and fine. The herd came from Pennsylvania and is the only herd in the Dominion.	
	The Lakenfeld, or Dutch belted cattle, as they are popularly known, are supposed to have been a crossbreed from Holstein-Friesian stock. Sir William Van Horne disputes this point, however. He says they sprung from nearly the same source, but they have preserved their distinct characteristics for nearly three centuries. There was a time when, in addition to the white belt, the animals had white circles about their eyes. This was found to make them stare, and it was bred out of them. When breeders of Lakenfelds discover young cattle among their stock with black marking within the white belt they at once separate them from the herd and turn them in with the Holstein. It is this practice which has helped to make the two breeds look so much alike. Sir William says the Lakenfelds are a hardy animal, and differ from Jersey’s in that “they never have measles, whooping cough, appendicitis or the thousand and one other thing that Jersey cow flesh is heir to.” He further says that their strong points are milk, butter and cheese. There are only two or three herds in the whole of America. In Holland they were regarded as royal cattle, and jealously guarded. For many years they were not permitted to be exported, a fact which accounts for their great rarity.
	Sir William’s herd of Lakenfeld cows are pasturing on the island, while a reception room for the bull has been prepared in his new barn. He is a noble fellow, as pretty as a picture, and with a very kindly temper—for a bull.

Beacon
Aug 3/1899
Some splendid oats have been raised on the Van Horne home farm from seed received the experimental farm, Ottawa. The grain now stands four feet two inches high, and has not yet begun to head out. As many as sixteen stalks from one seed have been produced. The seed was the “Banner” variety.

One of Sir William Van Horne’s fancy belted cattle fell off Lover’s Leap, a steep cliff in the rear of Minister’s Island, one day last week, and was drowned. Not many years ago a fisherman named Wooster met his death at the same point.

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Andrews, Highland Hill, Minister’s Island, had a euchre party on Friday evening in honor of Mrs. Harry Mowatt, of Vancouver. Among the guests present were Sir William and lady Van Horne, Misses Van Horne, Misses Edgar, Ottawa; Miss Hurd, Chicago; Mrs. Rutherford, Mr. Pierce, Montreal; Mr. Janger, Ottawa; Mr. Swan, Conn; Mrs. D’AlMaine, Miss Starr, Wolfville, NS; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Stevenson, Mr. R. B. Van Horne and Mr. Mathews, Montreal.

Sir William Van Horne is at Covenhoven for a few days.

Beacon
Aug 10/1899
Breed of Cattle Six Thousand Years Old
The Dutch belted cattle which Sir William Van Horne recently placed upon his Minister’s Island farm have attracted many visitors toward the island. Among others Dr. R. K. Ross, of St. Stephen, has inspected them. The doctor, who is as familiar with his bible as he is with his medical books, is satisfied that the lineage of these cattle may be traced back six thousand years. In fact, he thinks that they are descended from the “ring-straked cattle” which Jacob worked out of Leban, his father-in-law, as told in the 30th chapter of Genesis. In this instance, says the learned doctor, Jacob took advantage of a recognized principle in the law of physics, viz, maternal impression. In further support of his theory the doctor says that in Henry’s Commentary on the bible the illustrations of Jacob’s cattle are precisely similar to those on Sir William’s farm.

Beacon
Aug 17/1899
A handsome yacht. 
The steam yacht Rahda, of the New York yacht club, steamed into Passamaquoddy Bay on Thursday afternoon last, and came to anchor off Minister’s Island, where she remained until the following noon. She had on board General Thomas and party, who came here to visit Sir William Van Horne. General Thomas is interested in many railways, both in the United States and Canada. He was on his way to PEI and went over by rail. He expects to join the yacht there and proceed up the St. Lawrence. The Rahda is a splendid looking craft of 197 tons, and is under the command of Captain George Coley. After leaving St. Andrews, the yacht visited Saint John, where was unfortunate enough to come in contact with another steamer carrying away her bowsprit and head gear.

Sir William Van Horne is not the only gentleman farmer in Charlotte County who can raise tall oats. Thomas McAleenan, of Elmsville, has some oats in his field which measure five feet six inches and they are not done growing yet.


Beacon
Aug 24/1899
A garden party given by Lady Van Horne on Tuesday afternoon last was one of the social events of the season. All the leading society people were present. The afternoon was greatly enjoyed.

Dr. Baker the well known veterinary surgeon of Montreal, came down last week to treat Sir William Van Horne’s famous stallion Sir Robert of Camno, which has been laid up

Beacon
Aug 31/1899
Sir William Van Horne, Mr. R. B. Angus, capitalist, of Montreal, and Mr. Hopkins, a New York broker, went over to Sydney, CB, last week to look over the property of the Dominion Steel Company. It was their intention to proceed to Newfoundland also and inspect the iron mines.

Beacon
Sept 14/1899
Sir William Van Horne recently told a Halifax reporter that he could die in peace if he saw the fast Atlantic line inaugurated. If the inauguration of the fast line is going to bring about the death of such a valued citizen as Sir William Van Horne we don’t want to see any fast line. We don’t want Sir William to die. We want him to live until he has made St. Andrews what she ought to be—the winter freight port of Canada. When he has accomplished this task then may he lie down in peace and take his rest.

Sir William Van Horne’s family will remain at Covenhoven until the 1st of October.

Beacon
Sept 28/1899
Some important additions are to be made to Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence, among them being a bowling alley.

Another Summer Cottage
Mr. Edward Maxwell, architect, of Montreal, has purchased the Stephenson lot on the Bar Road, below the railway track and will erect thereon a summer cottage of unpretentious pattern. Messrs. Stevenson and McKenzie will probably erect the building. Mr. Maxwell is Sir William Van Horne’s architect. He spent some time here the past season with his family.

Beacon
Nov 2/1899
On Minister’s Island
Sir William Van Horne Continues his Improvements at “Covenhoven.”
“Covenhoven,” the country seat of Sir William Van Horne, is looking very beautiful in its autumnal garb of green and gold, brown and scarlet, purple and blue. But all this grandeur of color is being wasted on desert air, so far as the owner is concerned for the beautiful dwelling is deserted. Not so the island, however. It is still a hive of industry, workmen erecting a huge windmill over the new stone pumping station, others putting the finishing touches to the dwellings built during the past season for the coachman and hostler, and still others out in the fields garnering the season’s crop of turnips or preparing the ground for next year’s harvest.
	Change and improvement are walking hand in hand over this picturesque island. About the mammoth barn the grounds have been neatly graded, and preparations are being made for the building of a large wall. Inside the stable, the meek-eyed Lakenfeld cattle chew their cuds reflectively, and gaze with loving admiration upon two little Lakenfelds that recently arrived upon the scene. They are beautiful little animals, their correct marking indicating the purity of their breed. In the horse stable, huge Clydesdales munch their grain and whinny at the approaching stranger. The comfortable piggery—more comfortable than many human habitations - has not yet received its porcine tenants. Just at present it is being used as a storehouse for the beautiful potted plants—carnations, geraniums and such like—which have been removed from the gardens for protection against the approaching blasts of winter. The hennery is populated with a fine lot of Plymouth rock fowl, who cackle with delight the whole day long over the happy lot. The turkey house is almost ready for its tenants-to-be, but they have not yet arrived upon the scene. Neither have the fancy sheep. The big Lakenfeld bulls are on deck, however, living upon the fat of the land. In the root cellar, there are bushels upon bushels of turnips, mangel-wurzel’s, carrots and such like roots, and there are many more yet to be garnered.
	During the beautiful Indian summer days, which we have been enjoying lately, many visitors have driven over to the island to inspect he improvements. Supt. D’AlMaine treats them all courteously.

Beacon
Nov 23/1899
Two more magnificent Clydesdale mares in foal have been added to Sir William Van Horne’s stock farm, Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Nov 23/1899
Sir William Van Horne in the West
Says a Winnipeg despatch:—Sir William Van Horne, chairman of the Board of Directors of the CPR, arrived here from the south yesterday, and proceeded to Selkirk to look over the work going on on his new farm there. Toa reporter he stated that his trip was principally one of pleasure, although he had come here to look over his farming interests. He had a farm of 5,000 acres at Selkirk. By starting a farm in the vicinity of Winnipeg he expected to be able to stimulate the progress of the Red River Valley as an agricultural district.

Supt. D’AlMaine finds it necessary to close Sir William Van Horne’s barn to the general public, owing to the meddlesome interference of some recent visitors. Any one desirous of inspecting the premises can still do so on securing permission from Mr. D’AlMaine.

Beacon
Nov 30/1899
Illustration of “Joho Barnaveld”. Three-year old Lakenfeld (Dutch Belted) bull, the property of Sir William Van Horne, Minister’s Island. Weight 1600 pounds. 

When cattle shipments from Saint John have begun in earnest the night train into St. Andrews will be employed, in addition to its regular work in carrying material for compost for Sir William’s Van Horne’s farm, Minister’s Island. The car so employed, after being discharged at Bar Road, will be utilized for carrying coal out of here.

Beacon
Feb 1, 1900
David McCoubray is getting out one hundred tons of Chamcook ice for Sir William Van Horne. He has also been awarded the contract for supplying the Algonquin Hotel.

Beacon
Feb 22/1900
John Webber, who looks after Sir William Van Horne’s big horses on Minister’s Island, was trampled upon by one of them the other day and quite painfully injured. He is able to be around again.

Beacon
March 1, 1900
Mr. E. L. Andrews’s home on Minister’s Island was the scene of a gay party of young people on Friday night last.

Beacon
March 15, 1900
Sir William Van Horne’s poultry show has arrived from Montreal. It embraces peacocks, guinea hens, pea hens, geese, ducks and a variety of other barn yard fowl.

Beacon
March 29/1900
Sir William’s Farm
A Glimpse at the Interior of the Big Barn—Some of its Occupants
While Sir William Van Horne is extending his interests on the island of Cuba his farming interests on Minister’s Island are growing apace. A Beacon reporter dropped in upon Superintendent D’AlMaine on Monday and found him up to his eyes in business. In the “cow parlor,” the belted Lakenfelds were busy masticating the sweet-smelling ensilage, while in separate apartments were a number of young Lakenfelds. They are growing finely and look as pretty as pictures. Two of the youngsters came into the world without their white belts. This omission will debar them from polite Lakenfeld society, and may lead to their utter condemnation. They appear blissfully ignorant of their neglect and its direful consequences and romp around as playfully as their aristocratic companions. In the equine drawing room, six magnificent Clydesdales and three other horses made the welkin ring with their whinnying. Three of these beautiful mares are in foal. The big Clydesdale stallion is recovering from his indisposition of last summer and will soon be able to take a trip to Sir William’s western farm.
	Nor was the smaller fry about the farm less demonstrative. A ferocious Tamworth sow, with three little brownies by her side—all that is left of a litter of thirteen—challenged the reporter’s entrance in a noisy manner and showed a disposition to resent his inquisitiveness. The meek-eyed sheep, surrounded by their little toddling lambs, viewed him with more favor. The peacocks fled to the peak of the barn to escape being interviewed and could not be coaxed from their perch. The snow-white turkey-gobbler drew his back up until he resembled a rotary snowplow in action, while his dainty partners retired to the seclusion of the cabin. The guinea hens likewise resented the intrusion into their domicile and dinned the reporter’s ears with their objective cries until he was glad to escape out of hearing. They are very pretty birds, but their note, which resembles an oxcart which needs oiling very badly, is not calculated to make them popular on the farm. A big African gander, with a neck like a boa-constrictor and a voice like a trombone, was next introduced to the reporter. But he and his mate showed a decided aversion to cultivating new acquaintances. Their scolding might have been heard halfway to St. Stephen. There are several fancy varieties of hens on the farm. They were so busy laying eggs for the incubators that they did not have time to show the visitor much attention. 
	Mr. D’AlMaine is preparing the hot house for duty and in a short time it will be in active operation. Other work about the farm is well advanced.

Beacon
April 12, 1900
Sir William Van Horne is having two sardine weirs erected on the shore of Minister’s Island. They will be looked after by Frank O’Halloran. [cf. the photo in the Archives showing weirs at shore; photo by Townend, 1910. Inside door]

Beacon
April 19, 1900
Sir William Van Horne’s handsome Clydesdale mare Nelly presented him on Sunday with a pretty little filly sire, Sir Robert . Two more Clydesdale mares are now on the way here from the West.

Beacon
April 26/1900
Another Clydesdale colt, dam Signet, arrived at the Van Horne equine harem on Sunday last.

Beacon
May 10, 1900
Sir William Van Horne is determined that his country seat, Covenhoven, shall be more beautiful than has been. He has sent a practical gardener here from Montreal, who is now engaged in laying out parterres, plating shrubbery, etc.

Beacon
June 21/1900
Miss Van Horne came down from Montreal with a staff of assistants on Monday to open up Covenhoven.

Some very flashy turnouts will be seen on the streets of St. Andrews this summer. On Saturday, six horses and three ponies with carriages arrived from Montreal; five of these belonged to Sir William Van Horne. Two to Mr. A. R. MacDonnell and two to Mr. T. G. Shaughnessy. The latter are very diminutive chestnut stallions. They are both stylish and speedy.

Beacon
July 12/1900
Sir William Van Horne has just been making one of his flying trips to St. Andrews.

Beacon
July 19, 1900
Sir William Van Horne intends erecting a bowling alley and making some additions to his house and barn on Minister’s Island. Mr. Robert Stevenson will likely do the work for him.

Mr. R. B. Van Horne is enjoying himself at Covenhoven. He will spend the summer here and in the autumn will leave for Cuba where he will take a railway position in connection with the lines Sir William is interested in.

Beacon
August 2/1900
Sir William Van Horne arrived at Covenhoven last week.


Beacon
Sept 6/1900
Mr.  Robert Stevenson has the contract for making a number of alterations in the Van Horne barn on Minister’s Island. He will begin the Malseed cottage at Bocabec within the next fortnight. There is also a prospect that he may begin the erection of a summer residence for Mr. Donald McMaster this Fall. He has had plans prepared and he is now looking them over. They contemplate an elegant structure.

Beacon
Oct 18/1900
On Van Horne's Cuban enterprise.

Beacon
Nov 22/1900
Sir William buys a Racing Yacht
Vice Commodore Robert P. Doremus, of the Atlantic Yacht Club, New York has sold his cutter yacht Uvira to Sir William Van Horne. The Uvira was built and designed by William Fife, Jr., and built by Black and Co., at Southampton, in 1890. She races in the 51-foot class, or class K, measuring 59 feet over all 42 feet 2 inches on the waterline and 11 feet 4 inches extreme beam, and 9 feet 4 inches draught. Out of ten races in which she entered during the past season, the yacht won six first prizes. The Uvira next spring will be removed to Sydney, Nova Scotia, where she will be sailed in the local regatta by Sir William’s son, Mr. B. Van Horne.

Beacon
Jan 31, 1901
Distinguished Visitors in Town
Sir William Van Horne, Viscount Dunluce (nephew of Lady Minto [Governor General’s wife]), Donald MacMaster, K. D., Mr. William Hope and Mr. Finley, architect, of Montreal, came to St. Andrews on Tuesday in the private car Saskatchewan. The party drove to Minister’s Island, where Sir William inspected his property. Afterwards, they looked over the site of Mr. Hope’s summer cottage and examined Mr. MacMaster’s new summer residence. Sir William stated that he had some additions to his present buildings on the island in contemplation. Mr. MacMaster expressed himself well pleased with the appearance of his cottage and with the character of the work being performed by Mr.  Robert Stevenson, who has the contract for its erection. The party returned to Montreal the same afternoon.

Beacon
Feb 14/1901
“Fancy St. Andrews turnips, 150 lb. bag, 97 cents,” is one of the items on a Boston grocer’s ad.

Beacon
Feb 28/1901
The phosphate business has been resumed in earnest. Two large schooners, the Ruth Robinson and Sabage, arrived last week with one thousand tons of fertilizer on board for Aroostook County. The vessels are being discharged at the DeWolfe wharf, under the supervision of Mr. A. W. Perry, the Maine representative of the phosphate company.

Beacon
March 28/1901
New station house at McAdam a thing of beauty.

Beacon
May 9/1901
ON Minister’s Island
While Sir William Van Horne has been strengthening his grip upon Cuba he is not neglecting his interests on another island much farther north. Minister’s Island—the summer home of Sir William and his agreeable family—is looking very beautiful just now, but when the flower beds are in bloom and the miniature lake is finished, and the roadways are smoothed down, and the other improvements about the little isle complete, it will be a little short of a paradise.
	Supt. D’AlMaine has his hands full this spring, looking after the horses, and the cows, and the pigs, and the sheep, and the hens, and the ducks, and the African geese, and the guinea fowl and other bipeds and quadrupeds about the farm, to say nothing about the hot houses and the gardens. Three handsome Clydesdale colts disport in the paddocks, and in another month it is expected that five more will be gamboling around the horse stable. Stalls for this second contingent are now being built in the large barn. Of horses, large and small, there are twelve on the farm, and of cows eighteen. In the piggery, there are between twenty-five and thirty, of various sizes and ages—all Tamworths. The other farm stock is prospering, so that the island is very much alive just now.

Beacon
June 6/1901
James O’Halloran has gone to New York to sail Sir William Van Horne’s yacht to St. Andrews. He took Friday’s train from here.
	
Beacon
July 11/1901
With the Merry Yachtsmen
R. B. Van Horne, Sir William’s bright son, who has just returned from railway building in Cuba, is spending his leisure moments at St. Andrews with his handsome sloop yacht, Uvira, purchased by him in New York. This boat was built by the Fifes and is a handsome, as well as speedy craft. While in New York waters she won several prizes. The Uvira’s length overall is 59 feet. John O’Halloran is skipper. At present the yacht is undergoing extensive repairs.

Beacon
July 18, 1901
Sir William Van Horne reached St. Andrews on Saturday.

Beacon
August 1/1901
Sir William Van Horne’s Dutch belted cattle have recently been entertaining two summer visitors in the persons of two yearling moose.

Beacon
Aug 8/1901
Governor-General’s Visit
St. Andrews Extends the Glad Hand to King Edward’s Representative
Address and Reception. Pleasant Drive and Sail. The Vice-Regal Party Delighted
Royal weather attended the visitors of the vice-regal party to Charlotte County on Thursday last; indeed, had the reception committee the making of the weather they could not have provided a more pleasing article.
	His Excellency and party first visited St. Stephen, where they were regally entertained by Mayor Murchie and members of the Council. After a drive about St. Stephen and its beautiful suburbs, they returned to the train and steamed towards St. Andrews.
	It was well on to 7:30 in the evening before the vice-regal train reached the Shiretown. When the Governor General’s private car came to a stop in front of the station door, the members of the citizen’s reception committee were on hand to extend a greeting to them. Fully one thousand people on foot and in carriages were also assembled, hoping to get a glimpse of the distinguished visitors. A guard of fourteen sturdy sailors from the D. C. Curlew, in command of Capt. Pratt and officers Cameron and Kyffin, was drawn up on the platform. When His Excellency emerged, the guard presented arms, after which the St. George band played a few strains of the national anthem. Then His Excellency and Lady Minto were introduced to the members of the reception committee by the chairman. This ceremony performed, the vice-regal party entered the waiting carriages, and preceded by the St. George band, playing lively music, and accompanied by the marine guard, were driven towards the courthouse.
	The route to the courthouse was lined by hundreds of people, who gave vent to their feelings by enthusiastically applauding the visitors. The Governor-General and Lady Minto were delighted with the cordiality of the reception. The splendid music of the band also drew from them many flattering comments.
	On arriving at the courthouse, the guard of honor was drawn up at the entrance to receive His Excellency. As the doors were thrown open, a blaze of glory was revealed. All about the eastern end of the room flags and bunting were gracefully draped and blended, while the space usually occupied by the barristers’ table was turned into a beautiful garden, in which rare house plants were artistically displayed. The elegantly dressed ladies and gentlemen who composed the choir and who occupied the judge’s platform, made a fitting foregro9und for the beautiful scene.
	As his Excellency stepped over the threshold, the grand old strains of Britain’s national anthem, sung by the choir, assisted by the Algonquin orchestra, greeted his ears. 
	[speeches here]
	Among those who were presented to His Excellency and Lady Minto were the following:
	Gentlemen: Sir William Van Horne, The Mayor of Toronto, Rev. Dean Sills (Portland), Dr. William Watson (Utica, NY), Rev. John Allan, Rev. Calvin Currie, Dr. J. Wade, Justice Street (Toronto), High Sheriff Stuart, Mr. George Mowatt, G. Hibbard, John Magee, William Watson, Frank Kennedy, Donald MacMaster, Frank Allen, T. R. Wren, Thomas Armstrong, F. R. Grimmer, T. T. Odell, R. E. Armstrong, P. G. Hanson
	Ladies: Lady Van Horne, Mrs. Charles Bonaparte, Mrs. Donald MacMaster, Miss Mowatt, Miss Van Horne, Miss Van Horne
	At the close of the reception, His Excellency and Lady Minto spent a few minutes in pleasant conversation with Sir William and Lady Van Horne, and others whom they recognized, after which the party returned to the waiting carriages, and accompanied by the guard of honor, the St. George band playing lively airs, and the reception committee, were driven to the Algonquin Hotel, where they were to spend the night. The hotel presented an attractive picture as the vice-regal party approached. All the windows in the front were illuminated, while numerous Chinese lanterns were disposed about the piazza. Over the entrance was the British coat of arms loaned for the occasion by Mr. John S. Magee. Flags and bunting were also twined and displayed about the pillars of the piazza and over the portico. The elegantly dressed and expectant guests, drawn up on either side of the hotel entrance made the whole scene one of dazzling loveliness. Everyone was impressed with the beauty and graciousness of Lady Minto and her daughters and the affable demeanour of the Governor General. After the party had entered the hotel the band played a selection, at the close of which they were driven back to Kennedy’s hotel, where they were entrained by mine host Kennedy.
	The suite of rooms assigned the vice-regal party at the Algonquin were on the second floor and commanded an expansive and beautiful view. Special pains had been taken by Manager Howe to make the rooms attractive and comfortable for his distinguished guests. A special dining room was provided for His Excellency and family on the ground floor. After dinner, the Governor General and party moved about, among the guests, and before retiring enjoyed an hour or two on quiet restfulness on the piazza. . . . 
	[Drive about town and sail in Curlew]
On returning to town, the party at once drove to the steamboat wharf, where the Curlew, spick and span, with a rainbow of colors from stem to stern, was in waiting to receive them. The party stepped on board and accompanied by the reception committee, the town clergymen, Judge Forbes of Saint John, Donald MacMaster, K. C., and a few other invited guests, steamed around the Sand Reef light and over towards Minister’s Island—Sir William Van Horne’s summer home. Of the island pier, the Curlew came to anchor, after which the vice-regal guest and nearly all the others were boated ashore. Sir William Van Horne and Lady Van Horne were on hand to give the party a greeting. A landing having been successfully effected, then Sir William Took charge of the party and showed them about his beautiful grounds. Sir William’s studio, in which there are many artistic products from his brush, was also visited. Carriages were provided and a visit paid to the stock farm on the island. Lady Minto was enchanted with the loveliness of the island and took a number of views with her camera. About an hour was spent in rambling about the lovely island, after which the party bad Sir William and family adieu and returned to the Curlew. . . .

Sir William Van Horne proposes establishing a salt-water pumping station on Minister’s Island, so that he may have saltwater baths in connection with his summer home.

Sir William Van Horne’s trim little yacht Uvira is frequently seen in the harbor these balmy August days.

The Work of an Artist
Sir William Van Horne is not idle while in St. Andrews. When he is not devising additions and improvements to his property he is employing his brush in committing subjects to canvas. He has quite a number of canvases under treatment. One of these depicts very cleverly a scene witnessed on Minister’s Island by Sir William a week or two ago. He was strolling upon the beach with a friend when he suddenly came in full view of two handsome moose that the descended to the shore to cool their limbs in Quoddy’s tide. The scene so impressed itself upon Sir William that he at once committed it to canvas. It makes a pretty picture, indeed. Another painting of merit from Sir Williams’ brush is a “Sea Study” sketched by him while returning from Cuba. It is a very truthful reproduction of the ocean in one of its troubled moments. The coloring of sky and sea is very effective. Another scene, “At the Foothills of the Rockies,” has been admirably treated. In the foreground is the broad prairie, with the trail leading to the dimly outlined foothills in the distance. The presence of a number of Indians on horseback adds life and charm to the picture.


Beacon
Aug 22/1901
Who’s Who and What’s What
	Sir William Van Horne needs no introduction to the Beacon readers. As the leading spirit in the accomplishment of the CPR, with its extensive connections, Sir William has a reputation that is almost worldwide. In addition to his connection with the great railway system of Canada he is associated in a number of other gigantic enterprises, such as the building of a railway in Cuba, the inauguration of the recently discovered system of submarine signalling; the manufacture of pulp at Grand Mere, Quebec; the development of the coal and iron industry at Sydney; and several others of lesser magnitude. He owns an extensive ranch near Winnipeg, has a palatial home at Montreal, and as Beacon readers know, is the possessor of a growing stock farm and an elegant summer home on Minister’s Island, St. Andrews. He is an artist of no mean ability, a collector of Japanese curios, and an authority thereon; has a thorough knowledge of architecture, and has also literary interests which he can afford to indulge. He is an approachable and affable man. His domestic relations are singularly felicitous.

Beacon
Sept 5/1901
There is a report that the new station at McAdam is to have its name changed to “Van Horne,” Though Sir William has had more to do with the construction of the CPR than any other living man, there is not a single station on the line that bears his name.

Beacon
Sept 12/1901
Mrs. Brooks, of Sherbrooke, who has been stopping at the summer residence of Sir William Van Horne, has returned home.

Sir William Van Horne is on Minister’s Island and will remain until Saturday.

Beacon
Sept 19, 1901
Lady Van Horne and Miss Mary Van Horne have gone to Montreal to be present on the occasion of the prince’s reception in that city.

Beacon
Oct 17/1901
“Rex,” R. B. Van Horne’s famous saddle horse, which was taken to Montreal to participate in the royal parade, has since died.

Covenhoven is closed for the season, Sir William Van Horne and Lady Van Horne and family having gone back to their Montreal home.

Beacon
October 31, 1901
Improvements About Town
From twenty to thirty men are employed on Minister’s Island, carrying out the improvements decided upon by Sir William Van Horne before returning to Montreal. These improvements consist of a large addition to the dwelling house, and a number of very important alterations to the grounds. The addition to the house is being placed on the northern side or rear. It will almost double its size. Part of this addition will be used as a studio for Sir William. Prevision will likewise be made in it for a swimming tank, shower baths and the ordinary bathrooms. It will also give more sleeping rooms. Sir William’s present studio has been moved farther to the eastward, and later on will form an annex for a bowling alley. The present portico on the front of the house will be extended between 30 and 40 feet to the westward. It will be roofed over and will have pillars of sandstone similar to those which now support the portico roof. The driveway will pass under the western end of the portico. The driveway which formerly turned in front to the house has been carried several hundred feet farther south. This will ensure more privacy for the household and will at the same time give a much greater space for flower beds. In all, there will be close upon half a mile of flower beds. A summer house of rustic design, with a thatched room, has been erected at the south-eastern extremity of the island. The sandstone for the pillars of the portico and for the walls of the annex is being quarried on the island, under the supervision of Mr. James McAvity, of Saint John, who has also charge of the mason work. The grey granite coping or the top of the foundation wall, 170 feet in length, has been cut out of a single granite boulder found upon Mr. George Mowatt’s farm. The woodwork on the extension is being constructed under the direction of Mr.  Robert Stevenson, Supt. D’AlMaine, who has to overlook the improvements of the grounds as well as supervise the labor on the stock farm, has his hands full. The workmen are comfortably housed in a shanty near the house-barn. They have a chief who looks after their comforts.

Beacon
Nov 21, 1901
Seven Tamworth pigs, averaging 215 lbs each, were killed in the Van Horne piggery on Tuesday. They will be cured by the Messrs. O’Neill in improved English fashion and will then be shipped to Montreal to be used for Sir William’s private use.

Beacon
Feb 13/1902
New Covenhoven. Sir William Van Horne’s summer home receives many alterations
“Covenhoven,” Sir William Van Horne’s beautiful summer home on Minister’s Island—has been so altered during the past few months that its most intimate friend would hardly recognize it. Carpenters and masons, a small army of them, have made wonderful changes about the place. The former annex to the main house has been moved back so as to admit of the erection of two connecting buildings, one with a length of 41 feet, and the other 32 feet. The latter embraces a part of the old annex. The alterations have more than doubled the size of the former house. On the ground floor, the addition permits of a dining room, 20 x 24 feet, with a serving room 11 x 27 feet; a studio adjoining the dining room, 20 x 24 feet; a kitchen, 14 x 21 feet; a servant’s’ dining room, laundry, and three bedrooms for servants. A bathroom has also been erected adjoining the old building on the eastern side. This contains a plunge bath for salt water, two shower baths, and an ordinary bath and water closet. Room has also been found for a larder in this part of the building. The position of the main stairway has been altered. It now rises in the rear of the large fire-lace. Several large bedrooms have been added upstairs. There are also three bathrooms and two water closets on this floor, besides a large hall. The floors of the cellar, bathroom and laundry will be concreted. Pulpwood boards will cover the walls of the studio, the dining room, and the two large bedrooms above, the rest of the walls will be plastered.
	A conspicuous feature of the new building is the large chimney with four winding flues. One comes from a handsome brownstone fireplace in the corner of the dining room; another from the studio fireplace, which is likewise handsomely constructed of brownstone, a third from the kitchen, and a fourth will be used as a ventilating shaft.
	The stonework and masonry are being performed by Mr. J. McAvity, of Saint John. Having had good weather, he has finished nearly all the outside work. His labor included the erection of a foundation wall five feet deep and two feet wide; a plinth, 138 feet 7 inches long, twelve inches deep and eighteen inches wide; a brown stone wall nine feet high by sixteen inches wide, and 136 feet of cut stone coarse ashlar, besides a brick wall between the kitchen and studio and the large chimney above mentioned. He will also make the mantels and fireplaces from brown sandstone quarried on the island. All the chimney tops are of cut stone from the roof out.
	The carpenter work is being well and rapidly performed under the supervision of Mr.  Robert Stevenson.

Beacon
March 13/1902
A Witty Lawyer
Mr. Donald MacMaster’s witty address before the Insurance Society of Montreal brings out an amusing story of a visit Mr. MacMaster paid to Sir William Van Horne’s Minister’s Island last summer. When Sir William had shown Montreal famous K. C. his big horses, his belted cattle and his Tamworth pigs he took him over to his poultry house to look at his ducks, his geese, his guinea hens, etc. The lawyer fixed s stony gaze upon a Muscovy duck that was ornamented with a very red and rummy beak and then turning around to Sir William, remarked very seriously. “I wouldn’t have that duck about the place.” “Why?” asked Sir William, in a surprised tone. “Why!” replied the visitor, “the beggar drinks! Just look at his nose.” Sir William’s hearty laugh might have been heard across the bar.

Beacon
April 3/1902
Fifteen splendid looking bacon pigs from the Van Horne farm were drawn into town on Tuesday to be prepared for shipment westward.

Sir William Van Horne and lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne took a run down from Montreal last week to inspect the progress of work at Covenhoven.

Beacon
April 10, 1902
Mr. James McAvity of Saint John and his crew of mason are pushing work on Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence.

Mr. D’AlMaine, Minister’s Island, has contributed a valuable article to the Homestead upon the rearing and care of sheep and lambs.

Beacon
May 22/1902
Sir William Van Horne is building a large extension to his summer residence at St. Andrews. He is also making additions to his stock houses, and is going in more extensively for breeding both horses and cattle. It is understood that Mr. Charles R. Hosmer has decided to erect a residence there somewhat similar to that of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy’s, and that Mr. John O’Leary will be the contractor.—Montreal Star.

Beacon
May 29/1902
Sir William Van Horne and the lady members of his household came to St. Andrews on Tuesday to inspect the improvement about their summer home, returning to Montreal by special train the same evening.

Beacon
July 3/1902
Sir William Van Horne, Lady Van Horne, and Miss Van Horne, with their household staff, have entered into possession for another season of their enlarged and beautiful country residence, Covenhoven. They arrived here on Friday last.

Beacon
July 31/1902
Miss Van Horne, who is an authority on fungi, gave an extremely interesting illustrated address on mushrooms, edible and poisonous, before the Summer School of Science at St. Stephen on Monday evening.

Beacon
Aug 7/1902
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne took Tuesday night’s train for New York; Mr. R. B. Van Horne having arrived there from Cuba suffering from an attack of typhoid fever.

Beacon
August 14/1902
Mr. Van Horne’s Case
New York, August 7
The illness of Richard B. Van Horne developed into typhoid fever yesterday. He is lying ill at the sanatorium of Dr. W. Gill Wylie, 215 West Forty-Third street, where a test was made yesterday with the result which has been feared. He was doing as well as could be expected when inquiry was made last night. Sir William and Lady Van Horne, who arrived from Montreal yesterday, made two visits to their son, one in the afternoon, the other in the evening.

Beacon
Sept 4, 1902
R. B. Van Horne improving

Beacon
Nov 6, 1902
It is reported that the Bleakney farm has been purchased by Mr. Sands, of New York, for $10,000. Mr. Sands was recently the guest of Sir William Van Horne. 

Sir William Van Horne and family took their departure form St. Andrews on Saturday last, after a pleasant season (broken somewhat by the illness of Mr. R. B. Van Horne) spent at the seaside.

Beacon
Nov 13, 1902
Sir William Van Horne has gone to Cuba to attend the opening of the Cuba Railway.

Beacon
Jan 8/1903
Mr. R. B. Van Horne came down from Montreal last week and placed Mr. William McQuoid in charge of Sir William Van Horne’s farm interests on Minister’s Island, in succession to Mr. H. D’AlMaine, who tendered his resignation some months ago. Mr. D’AlMaine took leave of St. Andrews on Monday last, much to the regret of very many friends.

Beacon
April 16/1903
Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s trim little yacht Uvira is in the harbor and will be redecked and otherwise repaired by Mr. Howard Rigby.

Beacon
April 23/1903
Sir William’s Cuban Ranch
Sir William Van Horne will follow up his establishment of a large ranch in the Selkirks, in the North-West, by establishing what will be one of the largest ranches in Cuba. Such was the announcement made to a Star representative by a gentleman who recently returned from a trip to Cuba and confirmed this afternoon by Sir William. The negotiations for the purchase of the land and the stocking of the ranch have already been concluded. Mr. R. B. Van Horne, Sir William’s son, is at present in Cuba, and will attend to the establishment of the ranch.
	The ranch, which comprises seven thousand acres of land, is situated about twelve miles north of the city of Tumas, which is located on the Cuban railway about midway between Santiago and El Principe, where the headquarters of the railway are situated. The price paid was about $7 per acre. Sir William’s venture is purely a private one and is in no way connected with those of the Cuban Railway in which he has been so particularly interested. Montreal Star.

Beacon
May 14/1903
Visit to St. Andrews
. . .	With all his business to look after he found time to drive me over to that beautiful island farm, known as “The Van Horne, Stock Farm.” Here I met the friendly Superintendent, who refused to kick the bucket for such a trivial thing as a bullet through his stomach. He showed us over the place. We found it to be one of the best-appointed I have ever seen. The belted cattle were truly fine, but the horses were what claimed my attention most. After examining them carefully I pronounced them as I do now the finest lot of colts of their class that I ever saw. The barn with its appointments was simply perfect and plainly showed that a master hand was at the helm and the expenditure of much money was plainly in evidence. After spending an hour or more in looking over the other stock, which was all first class, we bade goodbye to the Supt, and returned to St. Andrews, well pleased with the afternoon’s visit.


It is understood that the proclamation incorporation St. Andrews has been withheld because of a protest entered by Sir William Van Horne against Minister’s Island being included in the new town’s bounds. 

Beacon
May 21/1903
As the result of the death of a valuable brood mare from the rupture of a blood vessel, Supt. McQuoid of Sir William Van Horne’s farm, finds himself with a prodigious “bottle baby” on his hands.

Sir William Van Horne has been so busy in other directions the past winter that he has not had an opportunity to devise any additions to his elegant island home, Covenhoven. The place has been carefully looked over, however, and when the flower beds are in bloom and the trees have taken on their full foliage it will be as beautiful as one can desire. The tropical delights that Sir William has revelled in in Cuba will be missing, perhaps, but they will find many other delights that will more than compensate him or their absence. His stock farm was never in better shape than now. One might travel the continent o’er and find nothing handsomer in the way of horseflesh than the eighteen or twenty Clydesdales, young and old, which fill his stables and romp over his pasture. His colts, it is safe to say, cannot be beaten anywhere. The last week or two has witnessed two handsome additions to the horse stock. Under the supervision of Mr. William McQuoid, horses, belted cattle, Tamworth pigs and all the rest of the livestock on the farm are doing well.

Beacon
May 28/1903
The local government has appointed Premier Tweedie a committee to hear the protest of Sir William C. Van Horne against including his property in the limits of the newly incorporated town of St. Andrews. In the meantime the necessary proclamation declaring the town incorporated will be withheld. [it is not the wish of St. Andrews people that Sir William Van Horne should be coerced into incorporation. If for sentimental or other reasons he wishes his island kingdom to be free from the trammels of town life his wishes will likely be met]

Beacon 
June 18/1903
No determination has yet been reached regarding the protest entered by Sir William Van Horne respecting the inclusion of Minister’s Island. It is hoped that an arrangement can be made by which Sir William’s wishes will be met and the expense of another election avoided.

Beacon
July 23/1903
Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne and Mr. R. B. Van Horne arrived here last week and are now occupying their summer home on Minister’s Island. Sir William and Miss A. Van Horne, the latter of whom is in poor health, are expected here shortly.


Beacon
July 30/1903
Sir William Van Horne and Miss Mary Van Horne arrived from Montreal last Friday. Sir William spent a few quiet days here and then took his departure for more active scenes.

Beacon 
Aug 13/1903
“General Cronje” one of Sir William Van Horne’s three-year-old Clydesdales, was brought over to town on Tuesday by farm supt. McQuoid to receive his first shoes and to be weighed. He made the scales tremble at 1625 pounds. “General Joubert” a 2-year-old stallion of magnificent color and proportions from the same stable weighted off at 1585 pounds.

Beacon
Sept 10/1903
Covenhoven, Sir William Van Horne’s country seat at St. Andrews, never looked more enticing than it has this season, with its exquisite parterres and its driveways adorned with the most beautiful of flowering plants. Hundreds of strangers have driven over Sir William’s elegant estate this season, drinking in the beauties of art and of nature which everywhere surround it. St. Andrews is highly favored in having such a beauty spot and in having it in the possession of a gentleman who is not averse to allowing others to share in its delights.

Beacon
Sept 17/1903
Sir William Van Horne farm will be represented at the Fredericton exhibition by several belted cattle and Clydesdale horses. Mr. E. L. Andrews expects to make an exhibit of horses and cattle.

Sir William Van Horne
Some Anecdotes of the Great Railway Man
New York, Aug.11:
A civil engineer now in New York, but formerly employed on the construction of the CPR in Manitoba, tells the following anecdotes of Sir William Van Horne, then Mr. Van Horne, when the latter was in charge at Winnipeg:
	One of the construction engineers named S—-, a somewhat original character, running short of hay for his horses, had foraged a little from a neighboring farmer. The latter magnified the incident and entered a bill against the CPR for very considerably more hay than was taken. The account eventually reached Mr. Van Horne who wrote with business briefness across the back. “What do you know about hay?” and sent it to Mr. S—. The latter replied with a four-page treatise on hay, explaining how to clean land, plough, sow, harvest, ship and sell hay. Shortly after Mr. S—- left the company, presumably to take up farming.
	The following shows a side of human nature rarely seen. After the CPR construction was completed, the directors were moved to especially reward certain of the engineers who had done particularly good work, by the presentation of a little check for one thousand dollars. Among those to get this welcome souvenir was one Major Mc—, a good-hearted Hibernian, who had a very modest idea of his own attainments, had never pushed himself forward much and had always been content with a small salary and usually was penniless a few days after he got it. The receipt of this check caused the major much wonderment; he couldn’t understand why it had been sent to him. The company, on the other hand, was equally astonished for several weeks had passed yet the check had never been presented for payment. They then sent a deputy to interview the Major; and the latter explained how he couldn’t understand why the check had been sent him, and besides he had never before seen so much money at one time and that—well, that he had framed it; and he pointed to the check neatly framed over his bed.
	Shortly after this the Major received a summons from Mr. Van Horne who told him that the Company were so pleased with his work that they had decided to present him with a small token which they hoped he would accept in the spirit in was offered; and with that Mr. Van Horne took from his desk a gold watch with the Major's initials engraved on it, and laid it in front of him. When the recovered from his astonishment he murmured his thanks, and reached over to take the watch; but Mr. Van Horne quickly covered it with his hand, saying, “But I have strict orders from the directors, Major Mc—-, not to give you this watch until you cash that check.”

Beacon
Oct 8, 1903
At the Saint John horse show, which was a pronounced success, Sir William Van Horne’s pure bred Clydesdale took first prize in the heavy draught class. The Chamcook Farm horse also won prizes. James McLay, of St. Andrews, took second prize in the driving competition.

Beacon
Oct 15/1903
	It is understood that Sir William Van Horne desires that the boundaries of the town may be so altered that his residence may be left beyond them. I think that both people and Council would be willing to grant a request of Sir William’s and this one, if preferred, may be the more readily complied with since no interest of the Town would suffer injury by the exclusion of Minister’s Island. We would, however, be glad to retain the citizenship of Sir William and, before a final action is had, a committee of the Council should address to him a communication in the hope that, when fully informed as to our aims and intentions, he will agree that the boundary should remain as now fixed.”

Beacon
Oct 29/1903
Miss Mary Van Horne has so far recovered that she was able to be taken to Montreal yesterday. A special train took her thither.

Beacon
Nov 5/1903
Sir William Van Horne as a Western Farmer
Under the heading “A bumper crop of wheat,” the Selkirk (Manitoba) Exporter says, “A field of wheat at the farm owned by Sir William Van Horne, East Selkirk, Manitoba, has been the cause of a great deal of admiration. It was the first at the station, and in view of hundreds of people daily. Those who saw the field after it was cut were not backward, in saying that the shocks were the largest of any they had ever seen, and that was saying a great deal in this prolific country. A few days this field was threshed out, and the yield from the machine was 48 bushels to the acre. There was easily two more bushels to the acre on the ground, as a heavy storm about a week before the field was cut caused much of the crop to lodge.”

Beacon
Dec 17/1903
Minister’s Island to be Excluded from Town Limits
A communication was read from F. H. Grimmer, attorney Sir William Van Horne, asking that Minister’s Island be excluded from the corporate limits of the town. It was resolved, on motion of Alderman Cockburn, seconded by Alderman Rigby, that the request of Sir William be granted. Aldermen Cockburn and Hanson were appointed a committee to formulate a resolution of the subject.

Beacon
Feb 4/1904
Manager McQuoid, of the Van Horne farm, was in town last week with a span of Clyde stallions, two and three years old, weighing fifteen hundred each. They were a handsome team.

Beacon
May 12/1904
Mrs. Clarke, an aged lady residing on Minister’s Island, took two tablespoonfuls of salt petre on Friday in mistake for salts. By prompt action her life was saved.

Beacon
May 26/1904
The decision of Sir William Van Horne to permit the use of his pure-bred Clydesdale stallions by outside parties ought to be appreciated by our farmers and others and ought to tend greatly to the improvement of our draught stock.

Beacon
June 2/1904
Mr. Harold D’AlMaine, of Wolfville, Nova Scotia, formerly superintendent of the Van Horne stock farm, was in town last week and was warmly greeted by many old friends. Mr. D’AlMaine has been engaged by the New Brunswick government to superintend the planting of the government orchards, one of which was placed at Waweig. There are eight of these orchards in the province.

Beacon
July 14, 1904
To the Selkirks
Sir William Van Horne has sent ten of the best of his Clydesdale stock from Covenhoven farm to his ranch in the Selkirks. Among them are two four-year-old mares, Annie of Camno and Agnes of Camno, the three-year old stallion Bruce, two young stallions, a fillie and three old mares.

Beacon
July 21/1904
Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s yacht Uvira, Capt. John O’Halloran, is in splendid fettle this season and is doing some fast sailing.

Sir William Van Horne, Mr. R. B. Van Horne, Mr. Nosse, consul general for Japan, Mrs. Nosse and three daughters, and Miss Martin, arrived at Covenhoven last week.

Beacon
July 28/1904
Sad Death
Mrs. Nosse passes away suddenly.
The death of Mrs. Nosse, wife of the consul-general of Japan, who with her husband and three little daughters was a guest at Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence, Minister’s Island, occurred on Monday afternoon last, after about a week’s illness. It was a great shock to her family and friends, as her case showed no alarming symptoms until Monday noon, when she passed away. The deceased had but recently returned from Japan. She was a charming young woman of 35 years of age, the idol of her husband and children. The body was embalmed by Mr. J. R. Sederquest, of St. Stephen. On Monday afternoon, after a short service by Rev. A. T. Bowser, Unitarian, the body was placed in a special car provided by the CPR and taken to Montreal.

Ottawa, July 25—Mrs. Nosse was but six weeks in Canada ere her sudden death from appendicitis. Mr. Nosse is almost prostrated with grief. A cable from the Mikado just received expresses the deep regret of the imperial family over the sudden death of a daughter of one of Japan’s noblest lineage.

Beacon
Aug 4/1904
Mrs. Nosse cremated
Montreal Herald—the remains of Mrs. Nosse, wife of the Japanese Consul-General, who succumbed to an attack of appendicitis, while one a visit to Sir William and Lady Van Horne, at their country residence Coven Hoven, St. Andrews by the Sea, arrived in a private car this morning from St. Andrews, and were taken to Mount Royal Cemetery for cremation. The body was accompanied by Consul-General Nosse and his three daughters, Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne and Dr. Nichol. 

Beacon
August 18/1904
A Story of Sir William Van Horne
When Sir William Van Horne was president of the CPR, the racing of that company’s and the Grand Trunk trains into Montreal was a constant source of danger to the public. Agitation grew hot. The city passed a law to prohibit it. Van Horne, called his engineers together one morning, and read aloud the ordinance.
	“Now men,” he said, “that the law, and you’ve got to obey it. I shall suspend any engineer who breaks it. That’s all I’ve got to say, except this, heaven help the engineer that lets a Grand Trunk train beat him into this town!”—London Scraps

Sir William Van Horne reports an “all-pervading prosperity” in the west. If the CPR would take hold of St. Andrews and develop it as a port a little of that prosperity that Sir William tells us about might pervade the east. It is not too early to begin.

Deed
Sept 17, 1904
Book 81, pp, 194ff
Sir William Van Horne and wife to Adaline Van Horne
1 dollar
That parcel of land conveyed by Edwin Andrews to Van Horne on May 23, 1891 [the original Covenhoven lot]

Beacon
Sept 22/1904
E. L. Andrews sent a fine-looking shorthorn bull to the Saint John exhibition.

Beacon
Jan 12, 1905
Supt. McQuoid, of Covenhoven farm, has been reducing the porcine population of the island. Twenty carcasses of Tamworth bacon pigs were brought into town recently to be cut up and cured, and there are sixty more on the farm awaiting similar treatment.

Beacon
Feb 16/1905
Sir William Van Horne’s Farm at East Selkirk
Twenty-one miles east of Winnipeg, on the main line of the CPR, is located one of the farms of Sir William Van Horne. Until quite recently his farm was used almost exclusively for grain growing, but now, under the management of James Yule, says the Farmer’s Advocate, a change has been made and pure bred livestock, rich in pedigree, backed by individual merit, graze contentedly, or thrive in sheltered comfort, as the case may be, at the Selkirk farm. Although several breeds of pure breed are kept—namely, Shorthorns, Dutch-Belted, and Clydesdale—yet it is the magnificent herd of the first mentioned that has already won high distinction for the owner and manager. The Canadian male and female champions of the breed make the home there, namely, the roan three-year-old Prince Sunbeam (imp.) and Mayflower 3rd. Sunbeam is compact, smooth, well fleshed on the back, has an ideal Shorthorn head, and strong masculine neck, free from coarseness, well blended into his massive yet smooth shoulders. Shorthorn character is prominently conspicuous in every line and detail of his make-up. He stands on short legs, is thick, deep, and naturally well fleshed—just the type of sire in demand. He was got by Prince of Archers, dam Sunbeam 4th, by Seneca. Mayflower 3rd, got by Imp. Royal Sailor is a handsome, low-set, thick fleshed roan five-year old cow, of sweet feminine character and almost perfect conformation. At the Dominion of Canada Fair, Winnipeg, in the past years he won the female championship of the breed; also the silver cup, for best shorthorn on the ground (male or female). At Toronto last year the female championship, in exceedingly strong competition, 20 herds competing, and amongst them one of the crack herds of the United States, was again awarded her.
	This herd is headed by the far-famed Spicy Marquis (imp.) noted both for his show-yard performance and ability to transmit like qualities to his progeny, and is ably assisted by Prince Sunbeam. It would be almost impossible to get a better bull than prince Sunbeam to follow Marquis. In addition, the cows can be mated to suit their peculiarities or conformation better than would be the case were only one bull available. Spicy Marquis was bred by the late Mr. W. S. Marr, sire “Spicy robin (69638), dam Maud 37th, by High Commissioner. In 1902 and 1903 he won sweepstakes at Toronto, in the hands of W. D. Flatt. Promising yearling daughters of the Van Horne farm are Nonpareil, Miss Pearl, Amanda, and English lady. The last named has the blood of Scottish Beau, Royal Sailor, and Silver Plate coursing through her veins.
	In Clydesdale, six registered mares of good type and excellent size are kept; also several promising young stallions, besides Prince Niddrie, a Winnipeg winner this year. The workhorses are a well-bred lot of large drafters, showing considerable Clydesdale blood, and in excellent condition.
	A new cattle stable 122 by 58 feet, with concrete floor and modern fittings, water in front of animals, etc., has just been erected. It has a very artistic appearance from the outside, and is conveniently arranged with double stalls, box stalls and root cellars within. It is exceedingly well lighted, which adds greatly to its appearance and usefulness. The loft above is roomy, and well constructed for convenient use of hay fork. The walls, roof, angles and leans-to are all shingled, as all the farm buildings are. An up-to-date piggery has also been built recently, 106 by 32 feet, with two additional leans-to full length, 8 feet wide. There are twenty pens in all with cement floors and troughs. A cement drain, with a steep incline, runs under each row of pens and directly over it is a lien of movable, perforated planks. Where the drain leaves the building it is 6 feet underground, and has splendid fall to a near-by creek. The lean-to portion can be used as exercising pens or filled with straw, and would answer as sleeping pens equal to the best straw stacks. This piggery is also well lighted b an ingenious arrangement of windows over the lean-to. The horse-stable, granary, and other buildings are conveniently arranged and of good size. An excellent waterworks system is being installed, and before long a stationary engine will e in use for cutting feed, and the many other useful purposes for which power of that kind can be utilized on a farm.
	
Beacon
April 6/1905
To Manage Sir William’s Farm
Winnipeg, April 13—Prof. Oastler, of the Minnesota State Experimental Farm, Crookston, formerly of ex-Premier Greenway’s prairie Home, Stock Farm, Crystal City, Manitoba, has been appointed manager of Sir William Van Horne’s stock farms at St. Andrews, New Brunswick. Mr. Oastler has left for the East.

Beacon
May 18/1905
A Belted Bull
A splendid animal is “Nicholas,” the kind of Sir William Van Horne’s “harem” of Dutch belted cattle. He weighs over 2000 pounds. He has a tremendous neck and shoulders, with a body as huge as a puncheon. He is very correctly marked. This beautiful animal is very docile. He was raised on Minister’s Island and is a fine example of what can be done there in the growing of stock.

Beacon
June 1/1905
Sir William Van Horne and an artist friend arrived by Wednesday’s train from Montreal. After visiting his Minister Island farm he took a special train out again.

Covenhoven Farm
Sir William Van Horne is very proud of his four-bull Dutch belted team and has given orders to have their “pictures taken.” He has decided to add a herd of French Canadian cattle to his Minister Island stock farm and they will arrive in a few days. During his recent hurried visit here, Sir William gave instructions for a lot of new work to be done. A terraced driveway will be constructed around the upper end of the island and the ground in that vicinity beautified in various ways.


Beacon
June 22/1905
New Dairy Herd on Van Horne Farm
Prof. Osler, superintendent of Sir William Van Horne’s farm, returned last week from Quebec, bringing back with him a herd of the best French Canadian cattle he could find in that province. It consists of ten cows, a bull and two calves; one of the latter being dropped on the train. The animals are somewhat smaller than the ordinary cow and are of a brownish, black color, the hair being as soft as silk. They are the descendants of cattle brought from France by the French aristocrats who first peopled Quebec. They are a distinctively dairy type of cattle, being persistent milkers, with a rich flow of creamy milk. All the herd are registered cattle. One of the cows is a championship winner and cost $200. Her record is 80 lbs. of milk per day. The bull is a handsome animal. His name is Denis.

Beacon
June 29/1905
Monday’s Montreal Pullman had as passenger lady Van Horne, Lady Shaughnessy and family and Mr. F. W. Thompson and family. They are here for the season, occupying their respective summer residences.

Beacon
June 29/1905
Land tax assessments. Algonquin Hotel Company, St. Andrews land Co at 117.00. Van Horne’s estate second at half their value.

St. Croix Courier
July 20, 1905
Arrivals: Sir William Van Horne and his guests, Dr. Flint, daughter and niece, New York
Visitors to Minister’s Island, on which are situated the farm and residence of Sir William Van Horne, are unanimous in their praise of the beauty of the gardens in the approaches to and surrounding Sir William’s summer residence. Those who take in the barns, stables, cattle pens, piggeries, fowl houses, etc., are pleased with all they see, especially with the herd of French Canadian dairy stock. They look very much like the black Kerrys and are said to be good milkers. They came from St. Berthiers Junction, Quebec.

Beacon
July 20/1905
Many kodaks were snapped on the Dutch belted four-ox team from Covenhoven farm, when they appeared on the town streets for the first time last week.

Beacon
Sept 14/1905
Hon. A. G. Blair was the guest of Sir William Van Horne this week.

Sept 21, 1905
Mr. R. B. Van Horne arrived in the city on Tuesday from St. Andrews, New Brunswick. After paying a western visit he returns to Cuba about the first of October.—Montreal Star.

Beacon
Oct 12/1905
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne among the few summer visitors who still linger among the autumnal delights of St. Andrews.

There is the possibility that Prince Louis will visit St. Andrews on Saturday, Oct. 28, as the guest of Sir William Van Horne.

Beacon
Nov 2/1905
Rev. E. W. Simonson, of Carleton, Co., was in town last week and registered at Kennedy’s hotel. Mr. Simonson proposes in the near future to locate in either Cuba or the Canadian North-west, and it was for the purpose of interviewing Sir William Van Horne on the point that he came here. He spent two hours with Sir William and returned home to Carleton County the same night. Between 25 and 50 Carleton County families, chiefly of the Anglican denomination, will accompany Mr. Simonson wherever he should decide to go.

Princes’ Visit to St. Andrews. 
Princes Louis and Alexander Guests of Sir William Van Horne. 
Prince Louis of Battenberg came and saw and conquered St. Andrews on Saturday last—or rather the small portion of it that gathered about the railway station when he took his departure that evening. The prince and his nephew, Prince Alexander, came to St. Andrews as the guests of Sir William Van Horne. They left the capital city in Sir William’s private car Saskatchewan at ten o’clock, arriving at the Bar Road station at 1:25. Sir William and his son, Mr. R. B. Van Horne, were on hand to welcome them to St. Andrews soil. Accompanying them were Capt. Pamphlett, engineer-commandant of the cruiser Cornwall, and flag lieutenant Sowerby, of the cruiser, Berwick also Mr. W. B. Brown, train master of St. John. Conductor Costley was in charge of the train, Mr. R. H. Purton being the river.
	The tide had not left the bar when the princes’ party arrived, so that they had to be boated across to Minister’s Island. Reaching the island shore, they stepped into Sir William’s buckboard and in a twinkling were toasting their shins before the blazing logs in Covenhoven.
	Luncheon was served soon after arrival, and after a few hours spent in the enjoyment of Sir William’s generous hospitality, the prince and party took a hurried glance over Sir William’s estate. Then the party re-crossed to the mainland—the tide having sufficiently receded in the meantime—and drove out to Senator MacKay’s new property. The examination of this beautiful spot, with its entrancing scenery, occupied a short time.
	The prince having expressed a wish to see St. Croix Island, where that other great sailor, Champlain, spent the memorable winter of 1604, the party hastened off to the shore road. This occupied so much time that it was dark before the party reached town, so that the prince had little opportunity of seeing the town itself or the bunting that was floating to the breeze in his honor, and the people of the town were also deprived to a great extent of seeing his serene highness’s smiling countenance.
	It was after six o’clock when the word was brought to the waiting crowd at the station that the prince and party were approaching. Torches were hastily lighted and under their glare the people had a good opportunity of seeing the royal sailor. He acted very graciously, moving about among the crowed, shaking hands and chatting pleasantly with everybody. To the Beacon representative he expressed regret that he had not been able to see more of St. Andrews. “It must be a very beautiful place in the summer,” said he. A pleasing incident was the presentation of a beautiful bouquet to the prince by little Marion Law, daughter of station master Law. Clad in sailor costume she approached the prince with the flowers, saying “This is from Marion.” The prince accepted the bouquet very graciously, and seizing the little tot in his strong arms he gave her a hearty kiss. Overhearing a young lady saying, “Why, he’s a real live prince, how I’d like to shake hand with him,” the prince laughingly pushed his way through the crowd and extended his hand to the young lady. He said he felt a little tired after his experiences in Saint John and Fredericton. “We danced in Fredericton,” said he to an interested young miss, “until three o’clock this morning, and at Saint John the night before we had a busy time of it.” His pleasant affability won all hearts, so that it was with a will three rousing cheers and a tiger were given him as he stepped on the train. He thanked the crowd. Then someone began singing the national anthem, and in a moment it was taken up by the crowd. Meanwhile, the two princes stood on the car platform with uncovered heads. Then, with the strains of Britain’s grand old hymn ringing, in their ears, and the glare of torches illumining their faces the princes gave a parting wave of their hands, the train moved off, and they disappeared in the night.

The Prince Pleased—Delay Explained
The accompanying note from Sir William Van Horne explains itself:

Coven Hoven
Minister’s Island
St. Andrews
29th October, 1905
Dear Mr. Armstrong:
In a telegram from Halifax today His Serene Highness Prince Louis of Battenburg asks me to tell the people of St. Andrews how much he and Prince Alexander appreciated their hearty reception last night, and to beg that his kind message be communicated through the Beacon.
Sincerely,
W. C. Van Horne

I expected the Prince would drive through St. Andrews before dark but some unexpected delays and the early darkness resulting from the thick clouds prevented much to his disappointment and the disappointment of everybody else. The party started from here quite early enough to make the drive as planned and reach the station by daylight. W. C. V. H.

General Doherty, of the USA, who with Mrs. Doherty has been the guests of Sir William and Lady Van Horne at Minister’s Island, left last week by CPR for their Western home.

Beacon
Nov 30/1905
Drowned at Minister’s Island Bar. 
While almost everybody else was enjoying the balmy sunshine of Sunday morning last, two young men were battling for life in the remorseless tide which at times sweeps over the Minister’s Island bar. One perished; the other was rescued almost providentially.
	The two were George Henderson, Jr. and George Buhot.
	Young Henderson, who was employed in team work on Sir William Van Horne’s farm, had driven over from home that morning to look after his horses on the island. Having attended to that duty he was returning home, accompanied by George Buhot, when the disaster happened.
	The bar was only partly covered with water, but at two points the rising tide was sweeping over it with more than usual strength. After crossing the first gulley safely, the horse began to work down in the deep water on the upper side of the bar so that when he reached the second and larger gulley he was in no position to stand up against the tide. Fearing the worst, the occupants of the wagon jumped out. They were unable to strike bottom with their feet before the tide had swept them into deep water.
	Mr. Southard, Sir William’s hostler, who had noticed the peculiar behaviour of the horse as it started to cross the bar, and who had been watching its progress, saw the accident and summoning Supt. Oastler the two launched a boat and rowed with all haste to the scene. Not more than eight minutes, they say, could have elapsed from the time the men leaped from the wagon until the rescuers were on the spot, but in that time Henderson had sunk from sight. Buhot was found about 100 feet from the bar, floating on the surface with only his forehead out of the water. He was unconscious. The heavy coat he wore had imprisoned the air at the back and it was the presence of this air that was supporting him. He could scarcely have remained afloat for another minute. After landing Buhot on the bar and pumping some of the water out of him, they left him and went out again in search of his companion, but they could not find him. Meanwhile, the horse had emerged from the tide, and reached in the dry portion of the bar started to walk back towards the island. Meeting the tide again the poor brute was carried into deep water once more and after floundering around for a moment was dragged down by the carriage.
	 While the boatmen were seeking for Henderson, Buhot recovered consciousness and dragged himself up the Bar Road to Mr. Chapman’s and asked them to send for a doctor. Mr. Chapman came into town with the sad tidings and Dr. Gove went out and ministered to Buhot’s wants. He found him chilled, but otherwise uninjured.
	When the news of the accident reached town, a search for the body began. Several boats were employed in the search during the afternoon, the efforts of the searchers being watched by a large number of people gathered on the bar. About four o’clock, James Craig and Daniel Craig, of Chamcook observed the body in about four feet of water and lifted it into their boat.
	Supt. Oastler, in talking with the Beacon, said that they had often crossed the bar when there was a foot more water on it than there was on it that day. Mr. Southard did not regard the crossing as particularly dangerous at the time. They were inclined to attribute the accident to the horse, which seemed to lose its head the moment it touched the water. Buhot, when questioned, said that they did not think there was any danger at the time; otherwise, he would not have started out. 
	Henderson was 20 years of age and was a quiet, industrious young fellow. He was insured for $500 in the Canadian Order of Foresters. The horse and wagon were found near the Stickney weir on Tuesday.

Beacon
Feb 15/1906
Sir William Van Horne intends going to Scotland to purchase thoroughbreds—Clydesdales and shorthorns—for his farms in St. Andrews and Calgary. Details March 15. 


Beacon
March 1/1906
Sir William’s List
He is identified with no less than 20 boards of directors and concerns in Canada, the states, Cuba and South America.
Canada N. W. Company
General Electric
Com. Cable
Cuba Railway Company
Dominion Steel
Equitable Life
Equitable Trust
St. John Railway
Laurentide Pulp
Royal Trust
Canadian Pacific
Canadian Salt Company
The Cuba Company
Dominion Coal
Duluth Railway
“Soo” Railway
Rio Power
Winnipeg Railway
Montreal and Alberta Railway
Guatemala Railway

Beacon
March 8/1906
2200 pound shorthorn slaughtered at Minister’s Island; 1100 pounds dressed for O’Neill’s market

Beacon
March 15, 1906
Montreal Friends
Sir William Van Horne is, as many of our readers know, keenly interested in the improvement of Canadian livestock. His beasts are prize-winners at leading shows in United States and Canada, and his farms in New Brunswick and the Canadian North-West stand in high repute. One of the main objects of Sir William’s present visit to this country is to purchase pedigree Clydesdales and Shorthorns for shipment to Canada, and will shortly leave London for Scotland with this end in view. Another well-known Canadian Pacific director, Mr. C. R. Hosmer, left for New York on the Celtic on Feb. 17 with his family for a sojourn in Southern Europe. He intended to get off at Gibraltar, proceeding through Spain to Biarritz, and remaining there for five or six weeks.—London Canadian Gazette

Beacon
April 5/1906
The picture this month is a representation of native trees from two pictures by Sir William Van Horne of Montreal. It is something in the life of a busy man of affairs to have a taste—and cultivate it—for nature and art. The skilful delineation of trees and the larger fungi, in which Sir William has excelled, has not interfered evidently with the business but has given a rare pleasure to his eventful and busy life.

Beacon
April 12/1906
For Sir William’s Western Farm
James Yule, manager of Sir William Van Horne’s North West farm, has just returned from a purchasing trip to Britain, and reports having bought a bull from King Edwards’s stock for $1,000 and a bull from a private party for $5,000. He offered $12,000 for a shorthorn bull from the famous Wiltshire herd, but the owner of the animal demanded $16,000.

Beacon
June 14/1906
Some fine Clydesdale colts by Sir William Van Horne’s Sir Adam McAdam are showing up on farms in this vicinity. Among those who are the proud possessors of these colts are C. B. Laurence, Joseph Wiley, C. S. Garneys, Bayside; James McCullough, Bocabec, and Hartford Giles, Waweig.

R. B. Van Horne’s Wedding
At St. George church, Montreal, Tuesday afternoon, Edith Bagley Molson, only daughter of Dr. Molson, was united in marriage to R. B. Van Horne, only son of Sir William Van Horne. Bishop Carmichael officiated. After the ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Van Horne left for Vancouver in Sir William’s private car, where they will spend a couple of weeks, afterwards going to Cuba to remain for a few weeks. They will spend a portion of the season at St. Andrews.
	The bride’s trousseau included a Japanese costume, presented by Consul General Nosse.

Beacon
June 28/1906
Sir William’s summer home on Minister’s Island robbed. 	
When Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne opened their summer residence on Minister’s Island, on Tuesday, they were astonished to find their linen closet emptied, also almost all the silver in their silver closet taken away. The value of the linen alone was about $700, so that probably in all $1000 worth of goods had been stolen. When it was taken nobody knows. The closets were securely locked when the house was closed, and they were found locked when the house was re-opened. Mr. Clark, the gardener, inspected the house every day, and never saw any signs of the closets being tampered with. Whoever did it must have been an expert in the business.

Beacon
July 5/1906
The Van Horne Robber
Robbers Showed Unusual Taste in Selection
No clue has yet been formed to the robbers who despoiled Sir William’s summer residence on Minister’s Island. It is thought that whoever did it must have had a good knowledge of the house, and they must also have had a good assortment of keys with them, as nearly every door has a different lock, and almost every door had been opened by the burglars and locked again. Why they should take this precaution is not clear, unless it was to prevent an earlier discovery of the robbery by the gardener, who inspected the house every day.
	The character of the goods taken is not such as the ordinary burglar would trouble himself with. How burglars are there who would burden themselves with $400 worth of linen, nearly every piece of which would be marked with the owner’s stamp? Or what burglar is it that would take a lot of private writing paper bearing the “Van Horne” stamp upon it? Yet that is what this burglar did, for he or she took nearly all of Sir William’s private writing paper and left behind in the same drawer a fine pair of field glasses. The case had apparently been taken out and returned to the drawer again.
	The silver taken was not of a costly character, the solid silver having been removed to Montreal when the house was closed.
	Another peculiarity about the robbery is that some rolls of butter that had been left in the refrigerator were taken.
	It is the general belief that the robbers landed in a boat on the back of the island and carried their plunder off by the same way.
	
Beacon
Aug 9/1906
The Van Horne farm
Seen through eyes of a visitor
On Thursday morning we boarded the staunch, smooth-sailing and well managed boat “Henry F. Eaton” for a trip to St. Andrews. We noticed Col. J. D. Chipman and wife and the Methodist Sunday School and parents numbering two hundred and fifty-three in all, coming on board for their annual picnic, which was held in a suburban spot of the Shiretown.
	The day was fine, and warm, and the party made the round trip without accident and delighted with the outing. Col. Chipman is the popular Supt., and he can call any of the children by name readily when he meets them. He is often called “Jack,” being so well known, and having so many friends throughout the St. Croix Valley, and seems to wear a blander and sweeter smile when saluted as Jack than Colonel. 
	Mr. and Mrs. Chipman are great church workers in all its departments. He has established a good chorus choir in the church, making at present young Moore chorister, but Mr. Chipman is always there to assist the choir when at home. We can speak of their choir reference from an experience of many years, and can truly say that to run a volunteer chorus choir successfully as Mr. Chipman has done is an arduous task, and requires a level head.
	Arriving at St. Andrews, in company with W. H. Stevens we called on the genial editor of the Beacon, who received us most cordially. After a brief conversation, he asked, “anything special”! We replied “No! We called to renew our subscriptions to the newsy Beacon.” After requesting him to deal gently with the bald-headed men of our district, among whom we are included, we left for other scenes of interest bidding the editor a pleasant good day.
	Some one possessing more zeal than wisdom has said “nine tailors make a man.” We take exception to this statement in two localities at least, namely, in St. Andrews, and St. Stephen, where we are confident the assertion will not bear analysis. For the tailors in these localities are first-class, progressive and well informed as to farming and breeding generally, and other leading industries. At any rate we were convinced of this fact when S. McConkey, of St. Stephen, on Thursday, procured a team from the well-equipped livery of W. E. Mallory, taking with him two of his friends, one a farmer of long experience, the other a progressive horseman, to Ministers Island, now chiefly the property of Sir William Van Horne, where scenery and environments are grand, to some of which we will briefly refer.
	From the Andrews home and the Van Horne residence there is a good view of St. Andrews harbour which is fine at high water, but at low water the bar is exposed, which reveals an obstruction, but the Government dredge is there, and will without doubt make a passage through for steam boats and vessels which shortens the trip to and from St. Andrews and St. Stephen considerably. St. Andrews is laid out in squares and the roads are in good condition, and will be kept in good order without a doubt as it is now becoming a progressive town with an efficient mayor and council, and competent officials. Good order must prevail, and everything kept in good condition. After satisfying the eye from nature’s observatory in and around the Shiretown, we direct our attention first to the cattle.
	On entering the commodious stables, we found the men all busy, some unloading hay and others at their daily routine. The stock is stabled every night, and the stables are kept as clean as a parlor, no odor perceptible from any of them. On entering we were met by James Fitzsimmons, who has charge of stock and stables, and a fine, intelligent dog of 150 pounds by his side. The dog viewed us sharply as we approached, keeping a little in advance of Fitzsimmons, who whispered something to him we thought the told the dog they’re from St. Stephen and are all right. At any rate we let Mr. McConkey keep the lead, and the dog seemed satisfied, going the rounds with us, listening to what was going on, and when we were making a note here and there watched us as though he would like to be included. It would be dangerous for a tramp to enter the premises.
	The first shown was the Dutch belted and French-Canadian cattle, of which there are forty head, all the belted wearing nature’s uniform, a white belt around the body. As they were driven from the field to the paddock, they presented a fine appearance. The Dutch belted bull weighed 2100 pounds, and a noble-looking animal, and has always been kind, his caretaker says. The French Canadian bull is also a beautiful animal, with horns growing from each side of the head, and extending forward and upward in symmetrical form, while the Dutch Belted’s horns extend directly from each side of the head, so that the caretaker must look out for side issues when they swing the head to either side suddenly. The man in charge of the cattle says they are all very quiet, and receive kind treatment, and he has no difficulty in managing them.
	We next viewed the piggery which was kept in fine order. Our chaperon says, “Where are the pigs”? I’ll show you,” says the super, giving the call and throwing some feed in the box. They responded promptly, 40 red Tamworths, very choice pigs; their weight when killed in the winter averages nearly 500 pounds.
	Our attention was next directed to the hennery which was a well-equipped department. The hens occupy the lower flat, except when they lay they go to the second story where each hen as a box and always occupies it. These boxes are arranged in order around the room. There are at present one hundred and fifty hens I should think of all kinds and the very choicest.
	The Clyde stallion, weighing 1670 pounds, was at the Islands on service. There were 11 horse kind, 6 horses, and five colts of the working and profitable class, good general purpose horses.
	Two windmills are used in connection with the work of the stable and all the farming machinery is of the improved kind. 2 silos are used which store three hundred and fifty tons of feed. There is at present in one silo 175 tons of feed in good order. Everything about the farm is in good condition. The roadway around the island is three miles long and is in excellent condition. The view from the veranda of Sir William’s residence of the bay is fine, most invigorating. It is a delightful place to spend the summer. Time and space will not allow us to go further into details. We close with thanks to the men in charge for kindness shown us.

Beacon
Aug 23/1906
The Procession of the Flowers
Covenhoven—the beautiful country seat of Sir William Van Horne, is looking more beautiful than ever this season. With that courtliness which has ever characterized him, Sir William has always permitted the visitors to St. Andrews to share with him the beauties of his estate, —hence no drive is considered complete unless it has included a visit to Minister’s Island. The “procession of the flowers”—which someone has aptly termed the enchanting stretches of flowers which border the roadway on tier hand,—is worth going many miles to see. One beautiful flower after another joins the “procession” as you drive along until the senses become intoxicated with there are colorings and fragrant perfumes. Almost every flower that blooms in the temperate zone has its representative in this lovely procession. Besides being a successful floriculturist, Sir William has met with great success as a horticulturist, his gardens being among the finest in the lower provinces.

Delighted with St. Andrews
Mr. A. McKim, the well known advertising expert of Montreal, was in St. Andrews last week. He dined at the Algonquin, lunched with Sir William Van Horne, inspected Sir William’s great stock barn, played on the St. Andrews golf links, took an auto spin to St. Stephen wit J. E. Ganong, and visited The Beacon. What wonder then that he should have expressed himself delighted with the Quoddy region! He thought St. Andrews the most charming summer resort he had ever visited.

Beacon
Sept 6/1906
The New Van Horne Yacht
The government steamer Lansdowne ran into St. Andrews harbor on Thursday evening last, having in tow Sir William’s Van Horne’s new pleasure boat, the “Covenhoven,” which was recently built to his order in Southampton, England. The yacht was coming down from Saint John on her own engines, when the batteries gave out. A trysail was put up and she was slowly working down the bay when the Lansdowne hove in sight. Capt. Bissett, seeing the yacht’s predicament, at once offered his services and they were eagerly accepted. The Covenhoven is a very comfortable steamer 40 feet in length and 8 feet, 6 inches in breadth. Though designed more for comfort than good looks, she is very speedy, and with her 25 horsepower Parsons engine will be able, it is said, to rattle off a twelve-knot clip. The boat has since undergone some slight repairs at the hands of Mr. Fred Leeman, having been strained on the passage out from “England.

Beacon
Sept 20/1906
Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s trim little yacht “Uvira” has been able to show a clean pair of heels to everything that she has been up against in Quoddy waters this season. She is still sailing the waters blue.

Beacon
April 4/1907
After Fancy Cattle
Mr. J. R. Oastler, superintendent of Sir William Van Horne’s stock farm, started out on Monday night on a purchasing trip to secure new blood for Sir William’s Dutch Belted herd. He will inspect herds in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York. He may be absent a month.

Beacon
April 18/1907
Sir William Van Horne
Though he is known throughout the continent as a constructive railway man of the highest capacity, Sir William Van Horne, First President of the Canadian Pacific Railway and present Chairman of the Board of Directors, indulges tastes and recreation sin his home which are scarcely less dear to him. Sir William’s house is in Dorchester Street, Montreal, one of the fashionable thoroughfares on the side of the mountain. Sir William has enormous business interests in Cuba, in addition to his intimate connection with Canada’s first transcontinental. But once inside the walks of his home he enters another world. Drawing forth a box of long, fat Havana’s and puffing for hours without ceasing, he enjoys the art treasures with which his house abounds. His gallery of paintings is one of the best in all Canada; while even more extensive is the collection of pottery and of Japanese art work. The latter is probably the best on the continent, and in general way its extent reminds one of a museum in its immensity. In a rear room Sir William has a studio of his own, and there when fancy dictates, he chooses palette and brush and spends many an hour in the role of an amateur artist. Sir William is a liberal entertainer, and guests at his home are treated with lavish hospitality. In addition to his Montreal home, he has a summer residence at St. Andrews by the sea, New Brunswick, and a stock farm at Selkirk, Manitoba.—-Toronto Globe

Mr. Oastler in US seeking new blood for Sir William’s herd. Details.
Supt. Oastler, of Sir William Van Horne’s stock farm, who went o the United States a few weeks ago to secure new blood for Sir William’s Dutch belted cattle herd, returned on Friday last. During his absence he inspected herds in Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut and Rhode Island. Among them all he saw none that would equal the Van Horne herd and no bull superior to “Nicholas” of Covenhoven. Some of the herds were larger, but none were so true to the belt as Sir William’s.
	Prices of the inspected stock were high, running all the way from $50 to $1500. No purchases were made, pending Sir William’s return from Central America.
	Mr. Oastler says that the weather in the districts visited was quite as backward as in New Brunswick. He had a sleigh ride a day or two before coming home.
One thing remarked by him, while visiting the farming section outside of Hartford, Connecticut, was that the farmers were returning to the use of oxen. The farmers said that they had found horses encouraged extravagance and drew the attention of the young men from the farm. For this reason they were returning to oxen.

Beacon
July 4/1907
Vegetation has not been standing still about St. Andrews. Supt Oastler of Sir William Van Horne’s farm showed the Beacon on Saturday a bunch of fall rye that had attained a height of fully seven feet.

Beacon
Aug 22/1907
The Governor general and party certainly spent a restful time while here. For the nonce, officialism was cast off and Earl and Lady Grey and their daughters enjoyed themselves just like other humans. There were no formalities of any kind, even the luncheons given by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy and Sir William Van Horne being unmarked by any display. We hope that they will be able to come this way again.

Beacon
Sept 26/1907
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne are enjoying these beautiful September days at Covenhoven. They have as guest Miss H. R. B. Reid, of Montreal.

Mr. A. D. Patterson, a Toronto artist of prominence, has bee the guest lately of Sir William Van Horne.
	
Beacon
Oct 3/1907
Supt. Oastler, of Covenhoven Farm, drove into town on Tuesday behind a handsome two-year-old Clydesdale. Sir Adam was the sire of this pretty animal.

Donald MacMaster Entertains Kipling
Montreal, Sept. 30
Mr. and Mrs. Rudyard Kipling, who have been in the city since Friday, when they arrived from England on a holiday trip, left this morning on their trip across the continent. Their plans are to return to Montreal in three weeks and they will sail for home about the end of October. A party of prominent Montrealers, including Sir William Van Horne, Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, Principal Petterson, F. D. Monk. M. P., and Lay Hickson, met the distinguished author at luncheon Sunday at the Mount Royal Club, Donald MacMaster being host.

Beacon
Oct 10/1907
Snatched from the Jaws of Death
Miss Beatrice Andrews Almost Loses Life on Island Bar
A close call from death was that experienced by Miss Beatrice, daughter of Mr. Edward L. Andrews, Minister’s Island, on Thursday forenoon last. There being a crew of men on the farm engaged in threshing, Miss Andrews harnessed one of her father’s colts and started for the mainland to get some needed supplies for the harvesters. The tide was ebbing but the bar had not bared, there being a foot or more of were at the highest point. The young lady was plucky and thought she could cross over, as she had crossed many a time before. But getting a little too far down on the lower side her horses stepped into a hole from which sand had been removed and he fell. He plunged around among the rocks and seemed unable to extricate himself. Fearing that he might drag the carriage out into deep water, she leaped out into the tide, and proceeded to unloose him from the vehicle, intending to get on his back and drive shoreward until a later stage in the tide. She had barely freed the traces when the horse leaped away and left her struggling in the tide, which was sweeping seaward with great strength. In her helpless state she screamed for help. Her younger sister Dolly, who was on the lookout from an upper window in their home, heard her screams and hastened after her father. The two made all haste to the beach but could see only the point of the whip sticking out of the water when they got to the shore. Both horse and rider had disappeared. Glancing seaward, a hundred yards distant, they descried the floating girl, who was still able to raise her voice feebly. They got a boat launched as quickly as possible and started rowing for her when about thirty yards from her one of the thole pins broke and Mr. Andrews fell backward in the boat, losing one of the oars as he fell. When he got up the girl was out of sight. The boat had kept on a straight course, however, and when over the spot where she had gone down, Miss Andrews saw her sister’s body under the water. She plunged her arm down and succeeded in grasping her. With the help of her father the unconscious form was dragged into the boat. There were evidences of life in the body and after she had been taken home restoratives were applied and medical help summoned from town. Within thirty minutes, Dr. Gove was at her side. He succeeded in restoring the heart’s action, and she gradually regained consciousness. She had been quite ill since but is now better and little the worse for her terrible experience.
	That she was not drowned was largely due to the alertness of her sister who feared that she was running too great a risk in crossing the bar and who was keeping a sharp lookout. The horse waded ashore and walked home, by a different route from that taken by her owner. 

Young Lady in Peril
It was a rather a remarkable coincidence that upon the same day on which Miss Andrews, of Minister’s Island, had such a narrow escape from drowning, Miss Van Horne, daughter of Sir William Van Horne, the only other landowner on the island, should also have had somewhat alarming experience in the water. With some friends she was returning from a short cruise in her yacht Covenhoven and was about to be rowed ashore from the yacht's mooring off the island when her foot slipped and she fell overboard. A Scotch lad who was employed on the yacht was carried over at the same time. To make matter worse the dingy was half filled with water by the two people tipping it up. The youth succeeded in getting into the boat, but with the burden of water in it, it was deemed unsafe for the young lady to attempt to get in. Though the situation was alarming she bore it good humouredly and assured her friends that there was no cause for anxiety. With one of the yacht’s crew, Herbert Snell, supporting her, and another one rowing he boat, she succeeded in getting shore. The young lady suffered no ill effects from her dunking.

Beacon
Oct 17/1907
Beacon
Oct 24/1907
Two lives in peril on Minister’s Island Bar. 
They are saved in the nick of time, but their Horse perishes. A foolhardy attempt which two young men made to cross Minister’s Island bar on Sunday morning last, almost led to the loss of two human lives. As it was, it caused the drowning of a valuable horse.
	On Saturday night, it was arranged between Frank Miller, James Henderson and Eugene Worrell that the latter, who is employed at the Hartt Coakley stable, should drive over to the western side of the bar and take them from there to Bartlett’s. Worrell started out for the bar a little before eight o’clock on Sunday morning. Finding that neither of the young men were at the appointed rendezvous he crossed over to the island to get them. It was flood tide at the time and the water was rising rapidly on the bar. Miller was found after a few minutes’ wait, but Henderson was at another part of the island, and was about setting out in a boat to cross over.
	As the carriage with Worrell and Miller drove down to the bar, Henderson shouted to them to go back, that it was dangerous to cross. They pushed on, however, and Henderson, who knew something of the perilous condition of the bar at that time of tide—having lost a brother at the place two years ago—rowed with all his might toward them.
	In the meantime the horse had lost his footing, and Miller was thrown out of the carriage. He went down once or twice, and then succeeded in grasping the horse. Worrell fell out a moment afterwards and after a desperate attempt to stem the current, got hold of the wagon and clung to it.
	The two youths were well-nigh exhausted when Henderson reached them with the boat. Exercising the greatest caution to prevent them from upsetting the craft and imperiling his life, he managed to get both of the young men in the boat. By this time the horse had ceased struggling, having been drowned by the waves which broke over him, and being unable to swim owing to the weight of the wagon on him.
	The half-drowned men were rowed quickly to the island, and a telephone message was sent into town for Dr. Wade. He drove out to the bar, was boated across and rendered whatever assistance was necessary. The young men speedily recovered from the effects of their experience. Miller was in the worst shape, having been kicked in the breast and head by the horse while endeavouring to get him loose from the wagon.
	The dead body of the horse was afterwards towed ashore and relieved of harness and wagon.
	Recent experiences in cross this bar when the tide is upon it should dissuade others from needlessly exposing their lives. It is risky enough when the tide is ebbing but when the tide is on the flood it is but courting death to attempt to cross.

Beacon
Nov 14/1907
Gallant Attempt at Rescue
Minister’s Island to the Fore Once Again
Minister’s Island has been fruitful in aquatic sensations this season.
On Saturday there was another, but, fortunately, not of a very alarming nature. Capt John O’Halloran and Mr. J. T.  Ross had gone off to bring the Van Horne launch from her moorings into winter quarters. Mr.  Ross had occasion to walk forward on the boat and seized the handrail to steady himself. His weight proved too much for the rail and it came off, causing him to fall overboard.
	O’Halloran hearing the splash, and not knowing whether Ross could swim or not, leaped overboard and swam around to the assistance of his comrade. When he reached Ross he found that he could handle himself as well in the water as a water spaniel. Then the men tried to clamber on board the launch, again, but the sides afforded no handhold, and though they tried most persistently they had to give it up. Fortunately, Mr. R. D. Rigby was nearby with a boat and he at once went to their assistance, pulling them ashore without any further injury than a wet jacket a piece. Capt. O’Halloran is to be commended for his pluck and promptitude on behalf of his companion.

Beacon
Jan 23/1908
The stock on Covenhoven is to be placed in charge of Mr. Bowden, a young Scotchman, whose father superintends the Reford stock farm at St. Anne de Bellevue.

Beacon
April 16, 1908
One of Sir William Van Horne’s big Clydesdale mares dropped dead on the road on Thursday last. She had been ailing for some time.

Beacon
June 18/1908
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne are expected here this week from Montreal to open Covenhoven” for the season.

Beacon
June 25/1908
Sir William Van Horne arrived at Covenhoven on Saturday and remained a few days.

Beacon
July 9, 1908
The Charms of St. Andrews
Acadiensis
Article
. . . Further to the north we may observe Minister’s Island, where is situated the charming home of Sir William Van Horne. Here is a stock farm of which a knight might be proud, and stables fit for a palace.
	Minister’s Island is reached from St. Andrews by a lovely drive out by Mowat’s Grove, and along the Bar road. At low water we may drive across upon the broad sandy bar or walk dry shod to the island. At high tide this bar is covered by twenty feet of water. The drive across it has been compared by a Canadian writer to the journey of the Children of Israel across the Red Sea, where the waters fell back on either side, while the Israelites passed through. . . .

Beacon
July 16/1908
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Sir William Van Horne, Humorist
Sir William Van Horne is a man of many sides. One side, —the business side—has been much before the Canadian public during the past quarter of a century. Canadians have come to recognize him as a man of tremendous energies, whose mind is so engrossed in the great affairs of life that there is little room in it for smaller things; but those who know him best know that there is a deep in his nature that has never yet been sounded by the public. This omission has been supplied by Charlotte Eaton. In the Canadian Magazine for July she has a very readable sketch of Sir William Van Horne as a humorist, in which she relates many incidents in his inner life to show the humorous side of his mature. From what the writer says it is evident that Sir William thinks that “a little nonsense now and then is relished by the best of men.”


[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Beacon
July 23, 1908
Sir William Van Horne was at Covenhoven last week.

Beacon
July 30/1908
Sir William Van Horne Plans Park
St. John Telegraph:—Hon. D. V. Landry, George E. Fisher and W. W. Hubbard, of the agricultural commission, accompanied by H. P. Timmerman, industrial commissioner of the CPR, arrived in the city from St. Andrews, where they had been visiting the stock farm of Sir William Van Horne on Minister’s Island. The herds of Dutch Belted and French-Canadian cattle were much admired, both as a picturesque group and as profitable dairy cattle. The French Canadians have proved themselves especially large and economical producers.
	All farming operations at that place are carried on most skillfully for the combination of the artistic and the practical, Sir William being a firm believer in the value of beauty as a practical asset for utilitarian purposes, and when he has completed his plans for beautifying, improving and fencing the whole island it shall be one of the handsomest parks existent, and at the same time a highly productive and practical farm.
	The large barn and stables are kept as clean and sweet as an old-fashioned dairy, the spray pump is frequently employed in whitewashing interior walls and ceiling while Tobique gypsum on the floors thoroughly absorbs all the moisture and odors as well as adds much to the value of the droppings of the stock.
	Among the farm teams are some splendid young Clydesdales bred on the place.
	Sir William expressed great interest the agricultural development of the province and tendered some valuable suggestions as well as unbounded hospitality to the commissioners during their stay. Speaking of St. Andrews, Sir William said “I consider this the best spot of any part of the world which I have ever visited, in which to live.”

Beacon
Aug 27/1908
Sir William Van Horne has been enjoying some delightful August days at Covenhoven. He has as guest Mr. Snider, of Cuba.

Beacon
Sept 10/1908
Harry Clark, Sir William’s capable gardener, has raised some wonderful plants on his island this season. His seedless cucumbers are unique. One, the Beacon noted, was quite two feet in length.

Beacon
Sept 17/1908
Photo on Shaughnessy’s summer home
Sir William’s stock farm well represented at Saint John exhibition.

R. B. Van Horne’s speedy yacht, Uvira, from St. Andrews, took the Saint John yacht race Monday with the Possum a close second. The big yachts had a steady northeast breeze and made excellent time. The boats got away at 12 o’clock and finished within one hour of the time limit. The Possum was one minute behind the others in getting away with the exception of Glencairn IV, which lost five minutes at the start. The starters in their order of crossing were: Rena, S. Bauley Williams; Uvira, R. B. Ban Horne, Vagabond, R. A. H. Merrill; Louvima, A. H. Likely; Fei Yuen, Charles Elwell; Canada, Fred. S. Haine; Possum, H. A Robinson; Glencairn IV., W. B. Ganong. The salmon boats had just finished when the first of the yachts passed Partridge Island on the home journey, and watchers said the boat was Van Horne’s. For some time the leaders were lost to sight from Reed’s Point, the Uvira came skimming along past the Ballast wharf and crossed the line at 2:06 yearly one mile and a half ahead of the next boat. The Possum and Canada same in sight almost together and the spectators looked for a close race to the finishing line. The Canada had to tack below the Beacon, however, and the Possum, keeping a steady course, had a comfortable lead at the finish.

Beacon
Oct 22, 1908
Sir William Van Horne is to build a vinery 178 feet long by 22 feet wide on his Minister Island farm. It will be constructed of stone, Mr. Horsnell has the contract.

Beacon
Oct 29/1908
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne will return to Montreal for the winter this week.

Beacon
Nov 5/1908
A spark on the roof of Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence on Minister’s Island on Monday almost caused a serious fire.

Beacon
Nov 5/1908
	The sound of the workman’s hammer is being heard on Sir William Van Horne’s summer estate. Sir William is having a vinery on an elaborate scale erected. The building will be of stone. Mr. Charles Horsnell has the contract for this building.

Beacon
Nov 19/1908
Mr. R. B. Van Horne has offered a cup to the Kennebekasis Yacht Club, Saint John, for competition in Passamaquoddy Bay.

Will Plant English Grapes
Sir William Van Horne’s Great Island Vinery
Sir William Van Horne is constantly devising something for idle hands to do on his Covenhoven estate. At present he had under construction an immense vinery. The stone walls have been put in place and just as soon as the wood and glass can be procured; the carpenters will get trees in position and the buildings under cover. Mr. Harry Clark, Sir William’s capable gardener, is putting in the mould in which in a short time he will plant the English grapes that are to be grown in the building.
	In addition to this work an English croquet ground is being laid out alongside Sir William’s summer dwelling.
	These undertakings, combined with the farm extensions which Sir William is constantly devising, make Minister’s Island a very busy spot.

Beacon
Dec 10/1908
Sir William Van Horne proposes putting a copper roof on his St. Andrews summer residence. He has also given orders for placing interior furnishings of mahogany in his large dining room.

Beacon
Feb 18/1909
A hog, weighing 559 lbs, was recently marketed from Covenhoven far, Minister’s Island. The animal which was of the bacon type was purchased by the O’Neill Market.

Beacon
Feb 25/1909
If Sir William Had Reduced the Rates
A story which has a delicious piquancy and which is thoroughly characteristic of the man and the conditions of the time is told of Sir William Van Horne in the days when he was vice-president and general manager of the system. It was the days when no Railway Commission existed, but the reduction of freight rate was a burning question in the West. When Sir William went to Winnipeg on his annual tour of inspection the reporters were sent down to meet him to ask pointed questions about rates. When Sir William’s train was about due in Winnipeg the eagle-eyed depot master noticed that an incoming train had dropped a dozen larger beer kegs from the express car onto the express platform near the station. The kegs were all right as to place, but unfortunately most disorderly as to appearance, three of them standing upright on their ends in an irregular line, while the other three were on their sides. Calling a porter the depot master gave a hasty order, and when the general manager’s special steamed in those six kegs were drawn up as stiffly as a guard on honor.
	The reporters fired off the question: “Sir William, why don’t you reduce the freight rates on wheat?”
	Sir William’s answer this time was not rapid, but it was for the occasion conclusive. Leaning back, puffing gently at his cigar for a minute or two, and closing his magnificent and penetrating eyes, he began in a half reminiscent strain in this manner: “On the way up there was a washout on the line and we were detained some time at Gravel River. I am the general manager of the CPR. It is an important position. I like it. I hold it because I have the confidence of the directors of the company and I want to retain that confidence. Now if I were at this time to do any such foolish thing as to reduce the rate on wheat the directors would take me from my present post and make me station agent at Gravel River. Did you ever see Gravel River?”

Beacon
March 4/1909
Sir William Van Horne’s Life Romance
Minneapolis Journal.—Washington, Feb. 12. George Hazard of Tacoma, Washington, who is in Washington looking after a pension claim, tells a good Lincoln story, and one which will be of especial interest to people who know Sir William Van Horne of the CPR and his wife.
	Mr. Hazard was a boy in Illinois at the time of the Lincoln-Douglass debates. One of the debates had taken place in a town near Galesburg, and the Democrats had the better of it, massing their people and giving Douglass a royal welcome, while Lincoln was almost totally ignored. At the next stop it was determined that conditions should be reversed, and the friends of Lincoln organized for the purpose of giving him a welcome and reception that would outshine that given to Douglass a few days before. Every Republican for miles around came to town. Banners were hung across the streets, bands were engaged, and there were parades and all the other accompaniments of the political rally.
	Among other things a company of young girls was collected from the surrounding towns, and it was their particular duty to receive Lincoln and see that the aesthetic features of this occasion were attended to. The young ladies were appropriately attired for the occasion, carried flowers, and one of their number read an address of welcome to Lincoln, to which he made a happy response. The news concerning the affair was broadcast over the country, and the one telegraph operator at the town in question had his hands full for hours, transmitting the story, the reception, and how it had succeeded the reception given in the other town to Douglass.
	“The interesting part of this affair,” says Mr. Hazard, who was in this particular town on that day in question, “is that the young girl who gave the address and the young man who sent the despatches are still living, and are now husband and wife. They are Sir William Van Horne and Mrs. Van Horne.
	“I was going through to the Pacific coast a few years ago over the CPR, and the conductor came into the car where I was and said that the president of the road wanted to see me in his private car. I went forward and was soon engaged in conversation with Sir William and his wife.
	“We lived again the day in Illinois in 1858, and at the close of the little visit, Mrs. Van Horne said to me: ‘Mr. Hazard, I have never been as proud of my husband as I was on that particular day, which, of course, was before we had been married. I was not prouder of him when he was knighted by Queen Victoria than I was when he operated the telegraph key which gave to the world the story of the Lincoln reception in our little town.’”
	Mr. Hazard carried an ounce of confederate lead in his thigh, and is a hopeless cripple, but he seems to renew his youth as well as his strength when he tells his story of Lincoln and of the man who is now the president of a great Canadian railway system, and of the woman who became his wife.

Beacon
April 1, 1909
Mr. Hugh McQuoid had his neck seriously injured while operating a woodcutting machine on Minister’s Island last Saturday.

Beacon
April 15/1909
Sir William Van Horne came down from Montreal on Monday.

Beacon
May 27/1909
Piece by Adeline Van Horne on mushrooms in Montreal and St. Andrews.
In a gracefully written article on “Mushrooms” in the Women’s Edition of the Montreal Witness, by Miss Adeline Van Horne, the following appears:—“On Mount Royal in June a soft yellow light crown mushroom is frequently found at the base of oak or pine or butternut trees. The cap is ovoid or conical, and deeply pitted resembling honeycomb. This is Morchella esculenta or the Mosel, a representative of the family Helvellaceae. It is esculent, has a delicious flavor and does not in the least resemble any poisonous or suspicious species. The Hypocreaceae in its Hyomyees is very remarkable, presenting a secondary fungus parasitic on one of the fleshy form. It often chooses a Lactarius of large size as host plant, which it transforms so as to make it almost unrecognizable. A quantity found growing in thick woods one summer near St. Andrews, New Brunswick, were of immense size, and looked at a little distance like pumpkins or fragments of pumpkins scattered over the ground.”

Beacon
June 10/1909
Sir William Van Horne in England
The Canadian Mail of London devotes a page and a half to Sir William Van Horne, “The man who built the CPR.” A full-length portrait of Sir William, in silken “topper,” Prince Albert coat and “spats,” adorns the article. The writer, W. J. Thorold, tells his story of the big Canadian in a most breezy fashion. Some extracts from it are appended:
	The keen electric air of the American business life has quickened the youth of so many of the giants of modern Canada that it seems quite natural for Sir William Van Horne to have been born in Illinois. Indeed, the United States may very well go down to fame as having been the training ground for many good Canadians. Anyhow Van Horne was born on the American side of the Great Lakes of Canada, though now he owes his allegiance to His Majesty Edward VII, and is proud to serve under the British flag.
	At the age of thirteen he shouldered the burdens of a family bereaved by the death of a most excellent father. The earnings of the lad were six dollars a month, and he ran messages for the Illinois Central Railroad, a company which commenced operating trains when he was eight years old, and which operates them very profitably to this day.
	This was over fifty years ago, but who would think it! Although the hair has silvered, his figure is straight, his heart is young, and Sir William thrusts his epigrams and repartees at you with the joy of youth, and all under a top hat set down a little jauntily and cocked airily to one side—while he looks as fine and healthy and well-groomed as a blood-horse. Oh, he’s a great boy, is Van Horne!
	I met him—but how I met him is what I meant to tell at the very beginning. Van Horne had come to England—I knew that from the fourteen papers that butter my daily bread. They all said so, and therefore it was likely. So I phoned along to the CPR, and asked the voice at the other end if one could see the great man anywhere and and when.
	“Perhaps,” was the reply, “if you get up early. At half past eight he goes out buying pictures.” “Good heavens,” I thought, as I laid down the receiver. “Has someone passed that Daylight Saving Bill during the night?”
	Then I recollected that this was none of your dear old English company directors who dribble in at half past twelve and toddle off the lunch at one. This was the man who finished a transcontinental railway five years ahead of contract time, five years that were saved to Canada by one man’s sleepless energy. This was the veteran who goes to South America for a holiday and starts a new railway in a fit of absent-mindedness. This was the being who painted pictures in the small hours of the morning as a relaxation after sixteen hours of business.
	It may be that the story of the way he joined the CPR is mythical. Sop, too, is the story of Helen of Troy. But they are both pretty. It was like this. The syndicate of businessmen who undertook to finish the job that the Government officials had messed, now known as the Canadian Pacific Railway, searched for Van Horne, who was then of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul. They found him in a quick lunch restaurant. By the time your Englishman would have sat down to afternoon tea, Van Horne had appointed his lieutenants, and Canada was moving. Under Van Horne the track was laid at a pace that still remains unequalled, reaching to as much as six miles a day. This rate of construction required 20,000 pounds in cast every twenty-four hours, and most of the present fortunes to shareholders little dream, how much they are indebted to a certain very unobtrusive man in London for helping to find these vast sums of Money. He has never been in the lime-light, never bothered about it, but it was Thomas Skinner who helped the President of the Bank of Montreal to find the millions.
	I have a photograph beside me of the memorable scene in which the Hon. Donald A. Smith, now Lord Strathcona, is seen in the act of driving the last spike. Behind him stands Van Horne, with the square sort of hat he still affects, mingled in the crowd yet somehow dominating it, the least suggestion of a smile about his lips, a figure confident yet modest, a great man in a moment of triumph.
	Van Horne was the man that made the CPR. And no wonder. Just think of his experience. He had been telegraph operator and a ticket agent. He had worked his way up through every grade, by merit and not by favor. He had seen the inside of every kind of railroad, the Illinois Central, the Michigan Central, the Chicago and Alton, the St. Louis, Kansas City and Northern, the Southern Minnesota, and then the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul. He was not an engineer but had made a point of knowing more about engineering than most engineers have ever thought of. And on the top of all he had brain and courage and a capacity for infinite work. He was none of your dandy boys, but worked in his shirtsleeves, sleeping out in the open on a wet mattress on the prairies, living on pork and beans and hot coffee like the commonest labourer, being on the spot to see that things were done.
	They were done and that’s why Canadian Pacific stands at the price they do today. And that’s why they are going higher still.
	But this is wandering. I set out to tell you how I met him here in London, and got mixed up with that telephone message. Now you may think that that message was meant to choke me off, but these CPR men have often a curious and unexplained habit of telling the truth, so at the precise hour of 8:23 am, I called on Sir William at his hotel, and there he was, up and ready for anything, even an interview.
	I wish I could put down every word he said. But it would be criminal to bring out a notebook when you are talking to such a delightful talker. You just listen, and chuckle, and afterwards recapitulate. Alas! The atmosphere is gone.
	[Here follows a spicy report of Sir William’s saying with respect to the CPR, the advantages Canada has to offer as a field for the English investor, the reasons why Canadian capitalists are investing in Mexico, Cuba, Argentina, and Chile, and the bright prospect for the Canadian West.]
	The Sir William passed on to talk of his Island at St. Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, which he says is to him the wisp of hay in the donkey’s bridle—always leading him on. He is constantly looking forward to spending long leisure weeks at St. Andrews, but rarely gets there at all. The wisp of hay at St Andrews is a picturesque country home with a beautiful flower garden, every flower in which he knows. There he plants trees, and grows strawberries that have no equal in the world. It is an idyllic life that Sir William goes in for there, albeit more in imagination than in reality, a life indeed remote from the bear garden of the Stock Exchange in which so many have their only recreation. So remote, in fact, that as he painted his joys, I began to think he was a true Arcadian.
	“But, Sir William,” said I, “do you never at St. Andrews divert some little time away from the panting of your trees and strawberries and spend it cutting coupons?” The twinkle that so often lighten those marvellous eyes of his, and which for a time seemed to be dreaming itself away, returned and flashed upon me. “When on my island,” he answered, “I do no business; and as to cutting coupons, the man who cuts coupons in this life is not the man who does useful things. The man who is valuable and wise is the man who buys common stock and makes it pay dividends.”

Beacon
June 24/1909
An Island Park. Great Schemes Being worked out on Minister’s Island. 
Sir William Van Horne is spending thousands of dollars to make a park out of his island kingdom at Covenhoven. A drive way around the island has been laid out, which opens up great possibilities in this respect. For the most part it skirts the outer fringe of the island, opening up to the beholder as he drives along a fresh and beautiful prospect at every turn. Here and there little green spots are planned to delight and rest the eye. Nature has done much to assist Sir William in his schemes by providing beautiful shade trees. There are maples and beeches, and birches, and spruces, with trunks as big as barrels and with wide-spreading branches most symmetrically formed. Scattered here and the over the green sward these beautiful trees create a park-like effect.
	But while Nature has been lavish with her tree fruits she has also been lavish with her rocks and boulders. Mile upon mile of rocks that have been dug up on the island in the laying out of roadways or in flitting the waste places for cultivation are formed into stone walls which will interpose barriers between the driveways and the pasture land. There will be between three and four miles of stone walls on the island. The boulders that have proved too large for making walls have been tumbled over the banks and will help to keep the seas from stealing away the little island. Little lakes, for ducks and geese, are being provided here and there along the forest roadway. Most of this work is being done on the northern half of the island.
	The southern half, upon which lies Sir Williams’ palatial summer home, has been beautified by the addition of flower beds, while a still greater attraction is to be found in his new vinery, which is the largest of its kind in Canada. Grapes, apricots and many other tropical fruits are springing into life, so that before long Sir William will be able to sit under his own vine and fig trees on Minister’s Island, as he does on the other island—Cuba—with which he shares his affections and his dollars.
	“A most gratifying feature of the improvements on Minister’s Island lies in the fact that most of them have been designed to afford pleasure and gratification to the ‘stranger and pilgrim’ to St. Andrews. The new driveways, when completed, will be open to the public, as have been for years the driveway on the lower section of the island. It is a pleasure to know that this privilege has never been abused by either townsfolk or stranger, though the temptation to ‘take just one apple’ has been almost irresistible at times.”

Beacon
Aug 5/1909
Much about yachting these last few years.
Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s Uvira is of racing stock, as her clean, symmetrical lines would indicate. She can reel off the knots in dizzy fashion when she is pushed into it as her owner likes to do. Capt. John O’Halloran is sailing master.

Beacon
Aug 12/1909
A domestic in Sir William Van Horne’s summer home went out for an early morning bath last Friday. Her prolonged absence caused inquiries to be made. She was found in an unconscious state in the bath house, having been seized with illness while in the water. Medical treatment was summoned from town and she soon recovered.

Prof. Oastler and wife of Minister’s Island, are receiving congratulations. It’s a boy.

Beacon
Sept 9, 1909
Harry Clarke, Sir William Van Horne’s gardener, had the misfortune to lose a portion of one of his fingers on Friday last in the windmill machinery.

St. Croix Courier
Sept 23/1909
At the Fredericton fair, Sir William Van Horne carried off all the prizes for French-Canadian cattle and his stock was very favorably commented upon.

Beacon
Oct 7/1909
Ground has been broken for an extensive addition to Sir William Van Horne’s summer residence on Minister’s Island. The addition is chiefly intended for a studio for Sir William. Charles Horsnell will do the stone-work, and Angus Rigby the carpenter work.

Charlotte County Exhibition
Excerpts: 
Sir William exhibited a two-year old Clydesdale that was a very smooth looking article. . . . Sir William Van Horne’s cattle exhibit bulked large. There was Sir Nicholas, the great belted bull, and a dozen or more belted cattle of various kinds and ages, including two little belted calves that arrived in time for the opening, also Sir William’s handsome French Canadian cattle. . . . In cattle and dairy products, W. E. Armstrong, Waweig, took first prize for French Canadian bull. All the other first prizes in that class went to Sir William Van Horne, whose fine herd of Dutch belted cattle also took all the first prizes in its class.

Beacon
Nov 4/1909
Lady and Miss Van Horne closed up Covenhoven and betook themselves to Montreal for the winter.

Beacon
Nov 18/1909
Mrs. E. L. Andrews has good-sized tea party on Minister’s Island. List of guests.

Beacon
Jan 6/1910
Sir William Van Horne and his son, R. B. Van Horne, were in town last week. Sir William came down to inspect the improvements being made on hi summer residence.

Beacon
Jan 13, 1900
By falling from a ladder at Sir William Van Horne’s summer dwelling, on Friday, Mr. Charles Horsnell, contractor, was badly shaken up. He fell a distance of about nine feet, striking the ground heavily. No serious results are apprehended.

Beacon
March 17, 1910
Sir William Van Horne and Mr. R. B. Van Horne came down from Montreal on Saturday to inspect the new work that is being done at Covenhoven. They returned the same day.

Beacon
March 24/1910
Van Horne further improving his summer home. 
The summer kingdom of Sir William Van Horne in St. Andrews Bay is an engaging spot. Locally, it is known as Minister’s Island, and between tides can easily be reached by carriage. Just now the fields are bare and brown and the garden patches empty, but when one steps into the big hot-house or vinery the scene is changed. The “Sunny Southland” could breathe no sweeter, warmer atmosphere; and when one looks around upon grapevine, fig tree, peach tree, and the many other fruits, and flowers, and plants that are found therein, it is not difficult to imagine that the Southland has indeed been reached. Mr. Clark, who presides over this branch of Sir William’s estate, has a busy time looking after the thousands of plants and vines. Just now he is getting ready for summer, so that every waking moment is occupied.
	At the mammoth stock barn, Supt. Oastler has two large herds of Dutch belted and French-Canadian cattle to look after, besides the Clydesdale and hackney horses, Tam worth pigs, and poultry galore. A French-Canadian bull, recently added to the farm, is said to be the best-bred animal in Canada. The two cattle herds now number twenty-two each. They are all in fine order.
	At Sir William’s summer residence many changes are being made. A new wing has been added to the eastern end of the building, about 40 x 45 feet on the ground. It will provide room in the basement for a large wine cellar. On the ground floor it renders an enlargement of the music room possible, besides adding a large studio and a billiard room. The bathroom facilities on this floor are also being increased. On the second floor are two large bedrooms, which will be used by Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Van Horne, besides storerooms, wardrobes, etc. Above this there is a chance for another sleeping room or two, with an observatory which commands a wide sweep of the bay and the surrounding islands.
	The walls of the first story of the new wing are composed of island sandstone, corresponding with the old building. Above this they are of wood. The carpenter work is being done under the supervision of Angus Rigby and Sons, and they are doing a good job. Mr. Charles Horsnell is doing the mason work and Mr. Goodwill Douglass the plumbing. The new wing will be ready for occupation by the first of June.
	In addition to this work the entire roof of the old structure is to be covered with asbestos shingles, so as to make the building as near fireproof as possible. There will also be a number of important changes in the interior of the old building
	The grounds are to be further improved this spring by the addition of a private walk along the shore from the spring to the lower end of the island. This will be enclosed by shade trees.

Beacon
April 14/1910
Sir William Van Horne, Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne came down from Montreal on Saturday to inspect the improvements that are being made on Minister’s Island. They expressed themselves well pleased.

Beacon
June 16/1910
“. . . the golf course, which has no superior on the continent . . .”
Beautiful Garden—Mr. Harry Clark, gardener for Sir William Van Horne, Minister’s Island, makes a splendid show with his field beds and hot house plants this season. His cucumbers are perfect wonders. The new vinery is like getting a glimpse of Dreamland, with its great clusters of grapes and other tropical fruits.

Beacon
July 7, 1910
Sir William Van Horne is spending a few quiet weeks with brush and canvas at Covenhoven.

Beacon
Aug 4/1910
Drowned Off Minister’s Island—Arthur Irwin Falls Overboard from Sir William Van Horne’s Yacht. The Body Recovered. Details.
About noon on Tuesday, while Sir William Van Horne’s yacht Covenhoven, with Mrs. R. B. Van Horne and her young son, on boards, was approaching her mooring at the island, Arthur Irwin, one of the crew, who was standing forward ready to pick up the mooring rope, fell overboard. He made no noise, and it was only when Mrs. Van Horne saw him floating astern that the accident became known. Capt. O’Halloran, who was in the engine room at the time the accident occurred, pushed off in the small boat as quickly as possible but before he could reach the drowning lad he went down, crying out “Save me” as he disappeared beneath the water.
	The young man’s brother, Daniel, who is employed on Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s yacht Uvira, saw his brother floating on the water and tried to reach him with the yachts’ boat, but he also failed.
	Grappling parties sought for the body all Tuesday afternoon. About 5 o’clock it was found by Theodore Holmes and Wheeler Mallock not far from the mooring. The body was brought into town and taken to Rigby’s undertaking establishment. There were no marks of injury upon it.
	Irwin was the youngest son on Mr. and Mrs. Edward Irwin, Bayside, and was a bright young fellow about 23 years old. He was a prime favorite with Sir William’s family and his tragic death has cast a gloom over the community. Great sympathy is expressed for his family.

Beacon
Aug 11/1910
Arthur Irwin’s Funeral
His Tragic Death Enlisted General Sympathy
The funeral of Arthur Irwin, the young man who lost life so tragically from Sir William Van Horne’s yacht, took place from the residence of his father, Edward Irwin, Bayside, on Thursday afternoon last. Though the weather was stormy, the procession was the largest ever seen at Bayside. The foresters of Bayside, to which the deceased belonged, attended in a body. Sir William Van Horne showed his sympathy for the stricken family by his presence. The casket was literally buried in flowers, the gifts of tender sympathizers. Rev. A. W. Mahon held a most impressive service at the house and at the grave, being assisted by the choir of Bayside church. The solemnity of the occasion was enhanced by the crashing of thunder and the flashing of lightning which continued throughout the service.

Beacon
Sept 1/1910
Close Call at Bar. Andrew Reed Almost Drowned while Crossing. (Reed coachman for Van Horne. Details)
The Bar leading to Minister’s Island, came very near being the scene of another tragedy on Thursday last. Andrew Reed, second coachman for Sir William Van Horne, was delayed in getting his mail and did not reach the Bar at noon until the tide had begun to sweep over it. He tried to drive across but got into deep water, the horse losing his footing. The animal broke the whiffle tree and broke clear from the wagon, dragging Reed with him. The horse was able to swim ashore, but the man was not so fortunate. He succeeded, however, in grasping a tide pole that was standing in the water and to this he desperately clung with the tide gradually sweeping over him until Messrs. Edward Odell and Frank Pye, who had seen his predicament, succeeded in dragging a boat, down the beach and rowing off to him. The water was up to his shoulders when the rescue was effected.

Beacon
Sept 8/1910
Sir William Van Horne’s island kingdoms are prospering. On Minister’s Island, his barns are almost bursting with the rich harvest from his fields. On Cuba his railroad shows increased earning of $157,000.

Beacon
Sept 8/1910
Messrs. Albert J. Gregory and James Robinson were in St. Andrews on Thursday discussing Grand Falls scheme with Sir William Van Horne. 

Beacon
Sept 22/1910
Sir William Van Horne proposes erecting another large vinery on Covenhoven Farm. It will parallel the vinery erected last year.

Beacon
Sept 29/1910
Sir William Van Horne went to Montreal in his private car on Saturday night. He will return to St. Andrews this week. He has spent the greater part of the season here in rest and recuperation. 


Beacon
Dec 1/1910
The Montreal Standard has been publishing some beautiful illustrations of St. Andrews scenes. They are from photographs taken last year by Mr. Townsend. Some of the, notably those from Sir William Van Horne’s estate, look like scenes in sunny Italy. [We have these pictures in the CC Archives]

Beacon
Jan 19/1911
A Clydesdale mare, valued at $1000, died at Sir William Van Horne’s farm last week.

Beacon
May 4/1911
Sir William Van Horne’s new vinery on Minister’s Island is an immense glass and stone structure and resembles a miniature “crystal palace.”

Beacon
May 11/1911
Mrs. William Bell died on Tuesday morning, at her home on Minister’s Island. She was a bright, energetic woman and had formerly been a member of the Van Horne household staff. 

Beacon
Aug. 24/1911
Sir William Van Horne is planning further additions to his island buildings, which will be carried out by Mr. R. D. Rigby.

Beacon
Sept 21/1911
Charlotte County Exhibition
Van Horne’s prizes: first place for miscellaneous pure bred Dairy cattle, and bull three years and upward. (Both Dutch belted) Two years and upward, also first place. 12 months and upward first place. Also second and third place.
	Cow four years and upward, first (Dutch belted). Cow, three years and upward, first (Dutch belted). Heifer between 12 and 24 months, first. Herd, bull and four females, first. (French Canadian) Herd bull and females, first. (Dutch belted)

Serenading Sir William Van Horne
Mr. Thomas A. Hartt, the newly elected member, accompanied by the St. Andrews band, and a number of leading conservatives, including P. P. Russell, W. E. Mallory, A. Allerton, Isaac Johnson and Harry Maloney, paid a visit to Minister’s Island on Saturday afternoon to welcome Sir William Van Horne home from Montreal, Sir William received them very cordially and extended to them the hospitalities of Covenhoven. There was a little speech-making, some music and then good-bye.

The conservatives held a “smoker” on Friday evening in celebration of their victory. On Saturday the band serenaded Sir William Van Horne, whose success in “busting the d—-d thing” was so marked. On Monday evening there was a big celebration at St. Stephen.

Deed
October 26, 1911
Frederick Dreyer to Sir William Van Horne
“Between John FrederickDreyer of the City of Montreal in the Province of Quebec, Coachman, and his wife . . . and Sir William Van Horne . . . all the lands and premises recently by deed dated the 12th day of October instant conveyed to Jules S. Thebaud and Ethel Thebaud to the said John Frederick Dreyer and therein described as [the lot conveyed by Annie Johnson, widow, to Ethel Thebaud and bounded by following lots: on north by lands of late William Greenlaw’s estate, easterly by land owned by James Townsend and a lot known as the Jackson Townsend lot, southerly by land owned by Andrews Boyd and in part by land owned by John Greenlaw, and westerly by land owned by Joseph Wiley the heirs of the late Ralph Cookson and Gordon Stuart,] and being the same lands and premises formerly conveyed by deed dated the 2oth day of July 1890 by Henry Johnson to his son Hans Johnson [who left it to his wife Annie] including a strip of land connecting the said farm with the Saint John Roadway, which was conveyed to the said Henry Johnson by James Stranaghan about 1852.

Beacon
Nov 9/1911
Sir William Van Horne, Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne, and Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Van Horne left St. Andrews last week for Montreal, after a very pleasant summer’s stay at the seaside. They were the last of the summer visitors to depart.

Beacon
Feb 9/1912
Miss Van Horne gives slide lecture on “Some Rare Fungi at St. Andrews, New Brunswick.” In Montreal Natural Society’s monthly meeting.

Beacon
March 28/1912
Capt. Marshall Andrews
A telegram was received here on Monday morning, announcing the death from pneumonia in New York on Sunday morning, of Capt. Marshall Andrews. The deceased had only been ill a week. He was a native of St. Andrews, being a son of the late Marshall Andrews, Minister’s Island. With the exception of the last five or six years, almost his entire life was spent upon the sea. He was master of the bark Christina, which was built at St. Andrews, also for many years of the bark Robert S. Besnard. He was a man of large mould and was well and favorably known in almost every port in the world. He was 69 years old and is survived by a widow and two daughters. Mr. Edward. L. Andres, of Minister’s Island, and Capt. E. S. Andrews, of Saskatoon, are brothers. Mr. Henry Maxwell, of St. Andrews, and Mrs. Lockie, of Toronto, are sisters. Miss Bessie Andrews of St. Andrews attended the obsequies.

Beacon
April 11/1912
Frank Miller of Covenhoven Farm, has started west with a car, containing Supt. Oastler’s household effects, also several horses, and cattle for Sir William Van Horne’s western farm.

Mr. R. B. Van Horne of Montreal came to St. Andrews on Saturday. He said the weather was tropical here as compared with Montreal.

Beacon
April 18/1912
Sold Belted Cattle
A bull and five cows belonging to Sir William Van Horne’s Dutch belted stock, changed hands last week. They are now the property of Sir Henry Pellatt, who has a farm near Toronto.

Beacon
May 16/1912
Sir William Van Horne, accompanied by President Johnson, of the Canadian Sardine Company, arrived from Montreal on Monday. Having inspected the works at Chamcook, Sir William drove to Minister’s Island to look after his property interests there.

St. Croix Courier
June 27/1912
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne have come down from Montreal to again shed the light of their genial presence over beautiful “Covenhoven.”

Beacon
July 18/1912
Sir William’s Swimming Pool
A distinguished feature of the landscape on Sir William Van Horne’s little island kingdom is his observation tower and swimming pool. This tower is located on the southern point of Minister’s Island, and commands a broad sweep of St. Andrews Bay. It is circular in form, with a 30-foot floor space, and is open on all sides. It is elegantly furnished in mahogany. The lower part of the tower is fitted up with bathrooms, and will be supplied with a salt water shower bath. Just outside the tower a swimming pool about 50 feet wide has been hewn out of the solid rock. At low tide it contains about five feet of water, while at high water its depth is about eight feet. The masonry on the tower was constructed by Mr. Charles Horsnell, the carpenter work being done by R. D. Rigby. 

St. Croix Courier
July 25/1912
Wiley Baird, manager of Sir William Van Horne’s model farm at St. Andrews, visited his home at Lancaster last week, and on his return to St. Andrews on Saturday was accompanied by his mother and by her sister, Mrs. Bird, Eddy St. Amherst. Sir William’s farm is considered one of the finest of its size, and best managed in Canada—‘Amherst Cor. Tribune

Beacon
Aug 22/1912
Horse Drowned
A valuable horse belonging to Acheson Hartford, which was tied alongside one of the barns at Minister’s Island, on Tuesday night of last week, broke his halter and started for home unguided. The tide covered the bar, but this did not deter him from plunging in and starting to swim across. He had not gone very far when the heavy carriage dragged the animal down and he was drowned.

Beacon
Sept 19/1912
Lt. Governor Wood’s Visit
A Very Pleasant Holiday at St. Andrews
Lt. Governor and Mrs. Wood came down from St. Stephen with Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Ganong, on Thursday afternoon, last, and were the guests of Lady Tilley for a few days. . . . After the visit to the schools, the party went over to Minister’s Island, where they enjoyed to hospitality of Sir William and Lady Van Horne.

Beacon
Sept 26/1912
A large hennery is to be constructed on Sir William Van Horne’s farm.

Strangers in Sir William’s Pool
When Sir William Van Horne opened his saltwater swimming pool at Minister’s Island this season he did not think it necessary to take out a weir license, but if the fish keep piling into it, as s did last week, he will feel compelled to do something of the kind. One day last week, when the pool was visited, it was found to be full of fish of various kinds, which had been chased in by silver hake. At low tide they smothered and had to be shovelled out.

Beacon
Oct 10/1912
Many persons took advantage of the summery weather of Sunday last to visit Sir William Van Horne’s beautiful flower gardens, which, even at this late date in the season, are radiant with all manner of blooms. Sir William takes particular delight in having the public visit his grounds.

Beacon
Nov 7/1912
Sir William Van Horne and family outstaying all the summer visitors, closed their summer home on Minister’s Island, on Monday last, and hied themselves off to Montreal for the winter.

Deed
Jan 13, 1913
Canadian Sardine Company Ltd. to Sir William Van Horne for one dollar “all that parcel of land being a part of the Chamcook estate, situate at Chamcook . . . recently conveyed to the Canadian Sardine Company Limited by F. Howard Grimmer and wife by deed dated the 8th day of December last past . . . 26 and 3/4th acres

Beacon 
March 20/1913
Sir William Van Horne dropped into St. Andrews on Tuesday to look over his interests here.

Beacon
April 24/1913
An Outside Report
St. John Globe. Sir William Van Horne, one of the heaviest stockholders in the Canadian Sardine Co at Chamcook, has been making an official inspection of the plant. As a result some of the departments are to be consolidated and entirely new systems are to be introduced in a number of them.

Beacon
May 22/1913
A sea-wall, 200 feet in length, is to be built along a part of the eastern side of Sir William Van Horne’s property, Minister’s Island. The work will be done by Mr. Charles Horsnell.

Sir William Van Horne—Pays an Early Summer Call to St. Andrews
Sir William Van Horne dropped in to St. Andrews on Friday last to look over his interests here. He spent the afternoon on Minister’s Island, inspecting the work that is going on there, and suggesting further additions. Then on Saturday morning he took a look over the Chamcook sardine enterprise, spending the entire morning there.
	A Beacon representative called upon him at his car in the afternoon, and found him in a most pleasant conversational mood. During the talk, he incidentally dropped the remark that he had just completed his fifty fifth year as a railroad man. “If I could go all over the ground that I covered in those years again,” remarked Sir William, “and could recall all the happenings, it would make Rockefeller look like thirty cents.” The reporter suggested that he ought to write a book on his railroad experiences, but he dismissed the suggestion with the remark, “What would be the good of that.” 
	Sir William said that his family would be here next month, but he would have to go to Cuba first, and, perhaps, Europe. He says he is still in love with Cuba, its beautiful climate, and its general conditions. He finds it hard to tear himself away. He is always extending his enterprises there, making railway extensions, building sugar mills, and the like.
	His Grand Falls enterprises were still in the hands of the engineers. “There is a good deal of money at stake there,” remarked Sir William, “and we have got to move along cautiously.”
	Sir William said he was glad to know that St. Andrews was prospering. He departed for Montreal on Saturday evening.

Beacon
June 5/1913
Mayor Frink of Saint John paid a visit to Sir William Van Horne’s farm on Minister’s Island, last week. He was greatly impressed with what he saw.

Beacon
June 26/1913
Covenhoven was opened for the season on Thursday last, when Sir William and Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne arrived from Montreal. Mrs. R. B. Van Horne is expected her in a few days.

Beacon
July 10/1913
Yacht “Covenhoven” brought down last week from Camden Maine by R. B. Van Horne.

Beacon
Aug 7/1913
Canadian Sardine Co. Affairs
The affairs of the Canadian Sardine Co have been the subject of conferences lately between leading members of the directorate, including President Johnson, Mr. Bosworth and Sir William Van Horne, and General Manager Richardson, of the Bank of Nova Scotia. On Tuesday afternoon, a meeting was held at Sir William Van Horne’s residence, and an adjournment was made until the following day, without a conclusion being reached. 

Beacon
Sept 18/1913
St. Stephen Exhibition
Sir William Van Horne’s farm on Minister’s Island carried off many of the animal prizes. Sir William’s winnings on Dutch belted and French Canadian cattle, Southdown Sheep and Tamworth pigs totalled $170.

Beacon
Oct 16/1913
Miss MacNaughton, the authoress, who has been feted by numerous Montreal friends, is now the guest of Lady Van Horne, Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Nov 6, 1913
Sir William Van Horne and family out-stayed all the summer visitors, returning to Montreal last week, after a most delightful summer spent on Minister’s Island.

Beacon (f9822)
Aug 27/1914
Minister’s Island was visited by a plague of army worms last week. About one quarter of a field of oats was destroyed before the birds discovered and made a meal of them. Only once before have hey had army worms on the island.

Beacon
Oct 22, 1914
Sir William Van Horne went to Montreal by Friday’s train.

Beacon
Dec 10/1914
Last Will and Testament
Sir William Van Horne
Jan 26, 1915
2. Lucy Van Horne gets the Montreal property and, if she abandons all claim for dower under her American marriage contract, a $30,000 a year allowance for three years after SWVH’s death
4. “At the expiration of said term of three years from my death and after providing for the foregoing bequests in favour of my said beloved wife, I direct that the sum of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) shall be set aside and placed in the hands of the Royal Trust Company, a body corporate having its Head Office in the said City of Montreal, to be held by them, in trust for my beloved grandson William Cornelius Covenhoven Van Horne, the said sum to be invested by the said Royal Trust Company, in such interest bearing securities as they may deem advisable, without being limited to Trustees’ investments and the revenue therefrom to be used by the said Company as far as need be, for the education and support of my said grandson, till he reaches the age of twenty-one years and any surplus revenue shall be added to the principal and invested in interest bearing securities as aforesaid, and the capital amount together with all accumulations of revenue thereon shall be paid over to my said grandson when he reaches the age of twenty-one years to be held by him in full ownership, but if he should die before reaching such age, the same shall be paid to his Estate and succession. during the interval between my death and the expiration of said term of said term of three years from my death, my Executors shall expend a sum of not exceeding three thousand dollars per annum for the support and education of my said grandson.
5. I hereby ratify and confirm the conveyance to my daughter Adaline Van Horne, of my house and all my real estate on Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, such conveyance having been made by deed, and I herby bequeath to her all the furniture, art collections, animals and movable effects contained in or about the same or appertaining thereto, and if there should be any informality or defect in connection with said Deed I hereby bequeath said property to my daughter.
6. The remainder of the estate is to be divided as follows: 4/12ths to wife, 5/12ths to Richard, and 3/12ths to Adaline.
7. Whereas my said son made certain settlements amounting to $50,000 and $100,000 for the benefit of his wife and children, as set forth in his marriage contract with his said wife Dame Edith Molson and the Deed of Donation in Trust by him in her favour, both documents passed before H. M. Mailer, Notary, of the twelfth day of June , 1906, now therefore if my said son before his expiration of said term of three years from the time of my death, has not invested or paid in the said sums of fifty thousand and 100,000 dollars respectively in accordance with said contract of marriage and Donation in Trust, I direct my Executors to see that such investment and payment are duly made and they shall deduct and set apart from my said son’s share in my Estate such sums either in cash or securities as they may deem necessary for that purpose.

Beacon
Feb 11/1915
22 cattle on Sir William Van Horne’s stock farm were killed last week by order of the Government Veterinary Department, as being infected with tuberculosis.

Beacon
April 22/1915
Sir William Van Horne came in on Saturday’s train in his private car “Saskatchewan” and got off at the Bar Road. He returned to Montreal by the evening’s train, after looking over his interests on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
April 29/1915
St. Andrews by the Sea
The drive along the Bar Road at St. Andrews by the Sea to Minister’s Island presents the novelty once experienced by the Children of Israel that of going through a passage in the sea which had fallen back on either side. This drive takes one through the bed of the ocean twenty feet below sea level at high water. Add to these attractions the invigorating sea breezes, the golf course, the bathing beach at Katie’s Cove, the delightful society at the Algonquin Hotel, and you understand why St. Andrews is the perfect summer resort.—Montreal Herald 

Wheat Growing on Minister’s Island
On Friday last Mr. sharp, overseer of Sir William Van Horne’s farm on Minister’s Island, had three acres sown with wheat. the field on which it was sown had a crop of mangels last year and was consequently in good shape for grain. the high price wheat is now commanding influenced Mr. Sharp in this departure from the usual practice. The wheat, however, is not intended for milling purposes, but for feeding poultry. The seed was sown at the rate of two bushels to the acre; and use was made of formalin to prevent smut. The rainy weather prevailing recently should give the wheat a good start. There are twelve acres in all sown in grain on Sir William’s farm this year.

Sir William Van Horne’s Ayrshire Cattle
A new herd of 12 pure-bred Ayrshires was secured last week for Sir William Van Horne’s farm on Minister’s Island. Mr. Sharp purchased the herd from the famous Ness farm in Huntington, Quebec. The cattle are not expected to arrive before three weeks, as they are all to undergo the tuberculin test; and some of them had been entered for competition at Ormiston previous to their sale. The bull “White Heather” is very well known in Ayrshire circles, having won the first prize at the Toronto exhibition. When last shown, “White Heather” was second to a bull owned by Mr. Ness’s brother. Both bulls will again be in the some class at Ormiston, and it will be interesting to see if a new set of judges will uphold or reverse the previous decision.

Beacon
May 27/1915
Sir William Van Horne. 72 years old. Bio.
The Dutch have played an important part in the history of the world, and nowhere have they left more indelible traces of their industry than on this continent. Hollanders have been prominent in the political, industrial and transportation history of the United States; New York and Pennsylvania owe much of their progress to the men who crossed over from Holland and settled in those states, while Dutch capital has found its way into many great American enterprises.
	At one time Dutchmen got “stung.” They had invested in the bonds of certain railroads in the North-western States, but the roads fell on evil days, and interest was not forthcoming. They sold out their holdings and for many years absolutely refused to have anything to do with American railroad securities. It took another Dutchman to restore confidence in railroad securities.
	Sir William Van Horne, former president of the CPR, was the man who did the trick. That prefix “Van” to his name was worth millions to the CPR during the struggling period of its existence. It meant the purchase of CPR stock by the people of Holland. Sir William was born at Joliet, Illinois, in 1843, so that he is seventh-two years of age. He was educated at the local schools and entered railway service as a lad of fourteen. The ticker was the means by which he started to climb the long ladder. This young telegraph operator of fourteen was possessed of a good constitution, a healthy ambition, and had been blessed with a good home training. Steadily year by year he climbed from one position to another. Young Van Horne, was not particular what he did as long as he was given a chance to make good. From being a mere telegraph operator he became a train dispatcher, then superintendent of telegraphs, then a general superintendent, then general manager of a road and finally president of a small railroad in the United States.
	In his day he served a half dozen or more railroads, using every possible opportunity to inform himself in regard to railroad management and to make himself an indispensable factor.
	In 1882 the CPR railway secured him from the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, and made him general manager of their embryonic line. In those days he was pretty much the whole operating staff, as well as seeing that the road was constructed within the stipulated time. He became president of the road in 1888, a position he retained for eleven years, when he resigned the presidency and became chairman of the board of directors. This position again he resigned in 1910, but remained a director of the company.
	To merely chronicle the activities of Sir William Van Horne in connexion with the CPR does not by any means exhaust the account of the man’s life and work. He is one of the most versatile men in the country. As an art critic he is probably without a peer in the land, while as a painter he would have taken a high place among the masters, had he turned his attention to it early in life. Sir William Van Horne is able to draw more than his salary. His home is one of the most interesting places in Montreal. Valuable painting, sketches, curios from every part of the universe, and valuable books are but a few of the outward evidences of this man’s versatility and cosmopolitan nature.
	His activities are by no means confined to the CPR. At a time when most people are thinking of retiring from life, Sir William rode on horseback from end to end of the Island of Cuba in order to locate the best site for a railway, secured concessions and built and now operates a great railway system in that island. He is equally interested in the manufacture of paper, and as head of the Laurentide Paper Company has done much to further that industry. He is a director of a score or more companies, is a farmer of no mean ability, and is probably prouder of his achievements in raising thoroughbred stock and n getting an abnormally high yield per acre from his farm than he is of the fact that he was formerly president of the CPR.
	Sir William has always been bigger than the position he occupied, and has never been dominated wither by his work, or by his surroundings. He does not believe that wealth should be the hallmark of greatness, nor that we should have an aristocracy whose only claim in wealth and social position. He believes rather in an aristocracy where brains and culture take first place. In this respect Sir William has practised what he preaches. Denied in early life the advantages of a liberal education, he made the most of every opportunity which came to him. He read widely and wisely, studied men and movements, profited by his experiences and imbibed knowledge at every opportunity. Sir William’s advance in life was not due to any outside influence, pull or wealth. He made his own way, and while doling so made himself a big man, mentally and physically.
	Today Sir William Van Horne is seventy-two years old. He still possesses the imagination, the force and the virility of a man in the prime of life. He has kept young by having a diversity of interest, by making himself bigger than the mere job which occupied him for the moment. When the history of Canada comes to be written a generation hence, a large place will be given to the Dutchman who restored the confidence of the good people of Holland in railroads on this continent.—The Journal of Commerce.
	
Beacon
June 17/1915
A fine herd of Ayrshire cattle recently arrived at Covenhoven. these will be a valuable addition to Sir William Van Horne’s already fine stock.

Beacon
July 1, 1915
Sir William Van Horne and Mr. R. B. Van Horne, with his wife and family, arrived on Monday, and are in residence at Covenhoven. Lady Van Horne has been here for nearly two weeks.

Beacon
Aug 26/1915
Sir William Van Horne
A bulletin issued at the Royal Victoria Hospital at ten o’clock this morning stated that Sir William Van Horne, who was operated on in that institution early this morning, had “recovered from the aesthetic, is resting and free from pain.” Sir William, who is former president of the Canadian Pacific Railway, had been indifferent health for the past few days and was removed early this morning from his residence on Sherbrooke street west, to the Royal Victoria Hospital. It was decided that an immediate operation was necessary, and this was performed by Dr. George E. Armstrong and Dr. W. F. Hamilton. The operation revealed the fact that the patient was suffering from an abdominal abscess.
	Early reports from the hospital this morning indicated that Sir William had stood the operation well. Montreal Herald, Aug.23.
	According to information received in St. Andrews upon Tuesday evening, Sir William is progressing favorably. (He left for Montreal from St. Andrews the previous month)

Beacon
Sept 16/1915
Sir William Van Horne
In the death of Sir William Van Horne, the Dominion has lost one of its most distinguished citizens, and the Town of St. Andrews its greatest benefactor and friend. The vote of condolence passed at the special meeting of the Town Council on Monday is no mere form of words but is the sincere expression of the regret of the whole community for the loss of a man who was ever held in the highest esteem, and of their heartfelt sympathy with Lady Van Horne, and the other members of the family in their great bereavement. The flags on public and private buildings in the town were flown at half mast for three days.

Obituary
Sir William Van Horne
Montreal, Sept. 12
Sir William Van Horne, formerly president of the CPR, and one of the best-known financiers in America, died in the Royal Victoria Hospital Montreal, yesterday afternoon. He was operated upon for abdominal abscess on August 23, and was supposed to be on the way to recovery until three days before his death, when an unfavorable change in his condition suddenly took place, and the end came at 2:30. He is survived by his widow, a son, P. B. Van Horne, and a daughter, Miss A. Van Horne.
	Sir William Van Horne’s career is well known. He came from old Dutch stock and was born in Will County, Illinois, Feb. 3, 1841. At the age of thirteen he entered the service of the Illinois Central Railway as a telegrapher at Chicago. Subsequently he served the Michigan Central in various capacities.
	From 1866 to 1872, he was connected with the Chicago and Alton Railway as train dispatcher, superintendent of the St. Louis, Kansas and Northern Railway. In 1874 he became general manager of the Southern Minnesota Line, being president of the company from December 1877 to December 1879. From October 1878 until December 1879, he was also superintendent of the Chicago and Alton Railway.
	In 1880 Mr. Van Horne, as he was then, became general superintendent of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway, and remained in this position for two years. It was in 1882 that Mr. Van Horne, joined the CPR as manager, and it was in 1885, under his direction, that the last spike was driven in that road at Eagle Pass by Lord Strathcona, then Sir Donald Smith.
	In 1884 the manger was made vice-president, and on August 7, 1888, he was appointed president of the CPR. He held this position until 1899, when he became chairman of the board of directors. He retired from this position in 1910. He was created an honorary K. C. M. G. by Queen Victoria in May, 1894.
	His business interests covered a wide range and were extended beyond Canada. He was largely interested in the railway development of Cuba. His Canadian interests, aside from the CPR, were chiefly concerned with the pulp and paper industry, but he was keenly interested in the effort to establish a big sardine industry in the maritime provinces.
	Sir William Van Horne was a man of many parts. He could easily have won distinction as an architect, an engineer, a writer or as an artist. He was remarkably well informed on subjects usually considered remote from the railroad world. He devoted a great deal of his leisure to historical research and perused many valuable records in this respect.
	He was above everything else an admirer of the artistic and the beautiful. He has left a remarkable collection of painting, including a large number of vary valuable masterpieces.

Beacon
Sept 23/1915
Funeral of Sir William Van Horne. Details.
Surrounded by the beloved members of his family, as well as by hundreds of representative business men with whom he had sat on railway boards, banks and great industrial corporations, the body of Sir William Van Horne, one of the great leaders of this Dominion, embarked on its last railway journey this morning, when, following a brief funeral service at his residence, at 513 Sherbrooke Street West, Sir William’s coffin was taken to the Windsor station, and placed on a special train, which left for Joliette, Illinois, where the great railway builder will be buried tomorrow in the family vault.
	It was the desire of Sir William Van Horne, that he should be buried near the place of his birth, and it was according to that wish that a special train steamed out of the Windsor station at half-last eleven o’clock, bearing all that remained of the man who has played so important a part in the building of that and many other railroads.
	The funeral service at the residence was clothed in the genuine simplicity that has always characterized the actions of Sir William. The body lay in a large room fronting on Stanley Street, and around it were placed the scores of floral tributes that came from all parts of Canada and from many parts of the United States. From half-past nine o’clock on, the mourners filed past the bier. the representatives of royalty, of governments, railway corporations, banks and enterprises representing the various activities of Canadian life, all crossed the threshold of the chamber, paying by their very presence a reverential tribute to the man with whom the majority have been associated for many years.
	Outside the house, the crowds who could not gain admittance stood bareheaded. Traffic along Sherbrooke Street was suspended. All along the route to the railway station, people stood three and four deep on the sidewalk, and as the coffin passed by, all bowed their heads in solemnity. Behind the hearse walked Sir William’s son, his brother and his favorite grandson, a little fellow of about nine years. Then came a long row of citizens. When the first carriages had proceeded down Stanley Street and had reached the corner of St. Catherine Street, all the mourners had not left the residence, such was the manifestation of public appreciation of what the loss of Sir William Van Horne meant to Canada.
	The floral tributes filled three carriages. the most prominent was a Cuban palm tree, made from red roses. It stood six feet high, and at the base were the words “Cuban Railway.” Place in almost an obscure position was a pathetic looking pillow of white roses. Few who passed it by with a passing glance knew that is was from the old widow Lady Van Horne. It represented all the love of a lifelong comradeship.
	. . . .
	A tremendous crowd had gathered at Windsor Station to catch a glimpse of the funeral procession. Among the thousands who stood hat in hand were many old employees of the CPR, who were associated with Sir William in the early days of that great railway. In the depot itself, many of these employees stood, and as the bier was heeled through the gates to the waiting train, many reflections of early days were brought to memory.
	The special train consisted of three coaches, one of the them was Sir William’s own private car “Saskatchewan,” on which he has travelled in many parts of the continent. the engine, 2213, was draped in black. . . .
	The CPR was represented at the funeral of its former President by the following directors:—Mr. Richard B. Angus, Sir Herbert S. Holt, Mr. Charles R. Hosmer, Senator Robert Mackay, Mr. Wilmot D. Matthews, Toronto; Mr. Augustus M. Nanton, Winnipeg; Sir Edmund B. Osler, M. P. Toronto; Mr. J. K. L.  Ross.
	The CPR officials attending were: Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, President; George Bury, vice-president; L. G. Ogden, vice-president; G. M. Bosworth, vice-president; E. W. Beatty, vice-president and general counsel; Grant Hall, vice-president, and general manager Western Lines, Winnipeg; J. S. Dennis, assistant to the president; James Manson, assistant to vice-president, W. R. Baker, secretary and assistant to president; E. Alexander, assistant secretary, H. C. Oswald, assistant secretary; H. E. Suckling, treasurer; F. J. Miller, assistant treasurer; J. Doig, paymaster . . . .

	
Special to the Montreal Herald
Chicago, Il. Sept. 16. Two thousand pioneer residents of Joliet and Will County yesterday greeted the arrival of the body of Sir William Van Horne, who fifty-seven years ago as a telegraph messenger boys in Joliet, began his spectacular career as a railroad builder.
	In the funeral car, which was the last of three coaches on a special train, the body arrived in Joliet at 10:45 o’clock. In the funeral party from Montreal, Sir William’s Canadian home, were his son, Richard. B. Van Horne, and the latter’s wife, his brother, Augustus C. Van Horne, of Joliet, who was present at Sir William’s death in Canada, and E. W. Lynch, former secretary of the railroad magnate.
	The funeral procession proceeded from the Joliet Union station to Oakwood cemetery, where the body was buried in the Van Horne family lot, near the graves of Sir William’s father and mother, in compliance with a dying request of the millionaire railroader. Three large truck loads of floral offerings from railroad officials throughout the United States and Canada, followed the long line of automobiles to the cemetery, where a eulogy to Sir William was delivered by the R. A. H. Laing, former pastor of the Joliet Universalist Church, and an old friend of the railroad man. Neither Lady Van Horne, nor her daughter Adaline were able to accompany the body to La Joliet. The daughter’s name on a simple card was pinned to a huge wreath of lilies on the casket. Acting and honorary pallbearers were selected among the sons of old residents who knew Sir William.
	
An Appreciation
Mr. R. E. Armstrong during a long residence in St. Andrews, had many opportunities of meeting Sir William Van Horne. His duties as a journalist and his official duties as Mayor of St. Andrews brought him into intimate relationship with the distinguished Canadian, who made his summer home on Minister’s Island and was a frequent summer and winter visitor to St. Andrews. The tribute Mr. Armstrong today pays Sir William is not the ordinary expression of appreciation for one who had done big things in a big way, but is rather a sincere personal tribute of appreciation from one who frequently got closer to the great man than did those in more intimate relationship with him, and had unusual opportunities to learn his views and opinions on important questions of transportation, trade, politics, arts, literature, etc. St. Andrews will miss Sir William and will long cherish recollections of his visits, of his interest in the welfare of the community and of his plans for its future—-plans which included years of work in developing and beautifying his own beautiful property.—St. John Globe, Sept. 14.

The Late Sir William Van Horne. An Appreciation
R. E. Armstrong
To the Editor of the Globe. 
Sir:—As one who for over twenty years enjoyed the very great privilege of an intimate, personal acquaintance with Sir William Van Horne, will you permit me to pay a brief tribute of regard to his memory.
	It was in the early 90’s that Sir William Van Horne paid his first visit to St. Andrews. He went there at the suggestion of Mr. F. W. Cram, one of the promoters of the St. Andrews Land Company, who was desirous of securing his personal interest in the place. The first visit was fruitless. The weather was bad, the place did not look as attractive as it had been pictured to him, and he declined to take hold. Another visit was arranged. This time it was typical St. Andrews weather. The sun shone on a glorious picture of bay and river and island. Sir William was enchanted with the scene and surrendered at once. Without loss of time he purchased from Mr. Marshall Andrews the western end of Minister’s Island, and began the erection of a summer home. It was a rough, barren spot when Sir William took hold of it, but he recognized its possibilities, and before long he made it one of the most attractive and beautiful localities in Canada. He built a magnificent summer home of natural sandstone, erected mammoth barns, greenhouses and vineries, laid out a splendid road system, planted fruit trees and flowers, and then invited the public to come and share with him the enjoyment of Nature’s beautiful gifts. Thousands of visitors from all parts of the North American continent took advantage of this offer, and the fame of his beautiful grounds became known from ocean to ocean.
	Sir William took a keen personal delight in the development of his summer property. He liked to have men working around him. He loved his splendid Clydesdale horses, his well-bred cattle, his beautiful bowers and grounds. It was the keenest satisfaction to him to know that the public appreciated the beautiful things in Nature that he had provided as much for their delectation as for his own.
	Personally, Sir William Van Horne was one of the most versatile of men. Indeed, it is doubtful if there exists in Canada today one who possesses the varied natural talents and the genius which Sir William Van Horne possessed in such a marked degree. He was an empire-builder of the most pronounced type; his great mind contemplated stupendous things in railroad development; he was one of the best artists in Canada, his painting possessing artistic qualities of the highest order; he could talk art, literature, agriculture, political and financial economy, and talk them well and intelligently. There was scarcely a subject that he was not familiar with. He was s royal entertainer, and during the years that the resided in St. Andrews many distinguished people enjoyed his almost boundless hospitality.
	To those who did not know him well, Sir William Van Horne presented a somewhat gruff exterior, but behind this brusqueness there beat a warm and tender heart, a heart intensely human. His domestic relations were singularly happy. He loved children and was never happier than when in their company. To see him romp and play with his favorite grandson was a most delightful sight.
	Sir William Van Horne dabbled a little in politics, but he had no personal liking for the game. He was fond of saying that the only time he ever made a political speech in his life was during the late Federal campaign, when reciprocity with the United States was the chief issue. This he relentlessly opposed. He was somewhat disappointed with some of the subsequent turns and twists in party politics and did not hesitate to give expression to his feelings.
	Sir William Van Horne manifested a deep interest in the material future of St. Andrews, and was ever ready to extend assistance and advice when called upon. The financial assistance which he extended toward the erection of the mammoth sardine works at Chamcook was as much for the purpose of benefiting the locality and the local fishermen as for his own enrichment. It was a matter of deepest regret to him that his hopes in this respect had not been fulfilled in their entirety.
	Canada and the British Empire are the poorer today for the death of Sir William Van Horne. He filled a large place in Canadian and Imperial affairs, and he filled it well. The work of his hands is indelibly stamped upon the face of Canada from one end to the other. Knowing him and his work as well as I do, I feel confident that nowhere will he be more greatly missed and nowhere will be more sincerely mourned than at the little town of St. Andrews, where for over twenty years he made his summer home, and where he was esteemed by rich and poor alike. The heartiest sympathy will go out of Lady Van Horne, to his son and daughter, and to the others members of his bereaved family.

Copy of telegram From Mr. R. B. Van Horne
Montreal, Sept. 13, 1915
To G. K. Greenlaw, Mayor
St. Andrews, New Brunswick
Lady Van Horne, family and I send our sincere thanks to you and the Aldermen of St. Andrews for the kind sympathy and sentiments expressed in your message on the occasion of our great loss.
	(signed) R. B. Van Horne

Beacon
Oct 7, 1915
Mr. R. B. Van Horne left last Saturday evening for Montreal, where he will remain a few days before returning to St. Andrews.

Beacon
Nov 4/1915
Lady Van Horne, Miss Van Horne, and Mrs. R. B. Van Horne left on Saturday for Montreal, where they will spend the winter.

Sir William Van Horne’s Recreations. 
By Rev. A Wylie Mahon
Someone has said that we never know our great men till we see them at play, till we watch them throw off the vexing cares of business and allow themselves to be themselves. Now that Sir William Van Horne has gone from us, we like to think of him, not so much as phenomenally successful business man, who possessed, as few have done the Midas touch, who saw visions an dreamed dreams of Canada’s future greatness, and who did not a little to realize his own dreams; but we like to think of him as he revealed himself when far from the madding crowd he enjoyed his happy and beautiful home at Covenhoven, St. Andrews.
	Sir William discovered St. Andrews as a summer resort about twenty-five years ago. He was the pioneer of the interesting Montreal colony that followed his lead, that included Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, Mr. Charles R. Hosmer, Senator Robert MacKay, Mr. William Hope, Mr. Donald MacMaster, Mr. Edward Maxwell and many others. Sir William was universally acknowledged as the beloved chief of the Montreal clan, and this distinction gave him a great deal of pleasure. Whenever a member of the Montreal clan built a summer home for himself in that charming resort Sir William showed his appreciation by painting a large picture, usually of his favorite bare birches, which was placed over the mantel of the new home, and was treasured by the happy recipient as nothing else in the house was.
	Sir William loved art, and would certainly have made s success as an artist, if is life had not been so completely absorbed in other things. Nothing pleased him better than to take his friends, who had any love for such things in their souls, to his studio and exhibit the work he had done and interpret the work he was doing.
	He used to tell about a glorious sight which he once witnessed on the Western plains. Not far from Regina he saw in the sky a celestial city, with domes and turrets, flashing with light as diamonds, and like to burnished gold, and tinged with all loveliest hues. It was vision splendid, which could never be forgotten. When asked if he had ever attempted to paint this glorious mirage of the plains, he shook his head as if the suggestion were a profane one.
	Sir William had travelled so extensively, and had so marvellous a power of absorbing everything of interest which he came into contact with, and a still more marvellous power of reciting dramatically his impressions, that the was a charming entertainer. Once at a luncheon party in his St. Andrews’s home the subject of spiritualism came up, and the wizard of finance told in the most amusing way of how a friend had one night prevailed upon him to go to a spiritualistic séance, and how his unbelief, or he thought it might have been his food, so crippled the spirits that there was nothing doing. One of the spirits had made a musical reputation for herself. Before the lights were turned down, Sir William had seen a little musical box on a stool in one corner near where he sat. As the light went out he reached out a took possession of the box. The spirits had no music in the souls that night.
	To see Sir William at play with his little grandson, who enjoyed nothing more than to get astraddle his grandfather’s neck, and holding him by the ears make a horse of him, was a revelation of the child-heart which he had preserved through all the stress and strain, of a marvellously active and successful career. Like Henry Ward Beecher he was an eternal boy. Scenes like this remind us of Sir John Macdonald’s love for children, of how he liked to romp with them as if he were the biggest child of them all, of how a friend in Kingston found him one day, with his silk hat pushed back on his head, down on the sidewalk playing marbles with some small boys.
	During the last general election, Sir William, who was at the time enjoying himself at his St. Andrews summer home, took some part in the game of politics, in addition to his other recreations. At Sir Robert Borden’s great meeting in that town Sir William was prevailed upon to take the platform. His speech that day was like a series of proposition in Euclid, so much so that a gentleman in the audience kept saying, in an undertone, after each point made “Quod erat demonstrandum.” He stated his case with such spasmodic brevity and convincing persuasiveness that, like the contentious student who listened unwillingly to his professor demonstration of the first proposition of Euclid, the person opposed to Sir William’s views was compelled to confess that “he had nothing to reply.” The game of politics was not to Sir William’s liking, and we are safe in saying that he got very little amusement out of his recreations on the political platform.
	Sir William’s passionate love for flowers led him to create in the spacious grounds surrounding his beautiful summer home one of the finest gardens in Canada. In order that they might share with the public the pleasure of seeing his flowers he had driveways constructed all thorough the grounds, where summer people could be seen at almost any hour of the day driving or strolling about on foot enjoying the rare beauty of the place. When the town churches held their summer bazaars, Sir William’s gardens supplied many of the beautiful flowers which adorned the flower booths. The flowers were furnished with the same generous hand; it mattered not what the denominational connexion of the church might be. There was no religious bigotry about anything human or horticultural at Covenhoven. Sir William was also greatly interested in the cultivation of fruit. He erected large vineries where tropical fruits of all kinds were cultivated most successfully. It is said that Burbank himself, could not produce a larger or choicer strain of strawberry than the gardens of Covenhoven furnished. It was Dr. William Butler, who lived 300 years ago, who said that doubtless God could have made a better fruit than the strawberry, but doubtless he never did. A better strain than Sir William’s gardens produced there might have been, but doubtless there never was, as many of his friends had good reason to know, for he distributed them with a generosity which knew ho bounds.
	In no part of Canada will Sir William’s death be felt more keenly than in St. Andrews by the Sea, which he loved well enough to spend a large fortune in making Covenhoven one of the most beautiful spots in Canada. Lady Van Horne, who is beloved by all who know her for her sweet and gentle personality, and Miss Van Horne, who has inherited in no small degree her father’s genius, were devoted to Sir William in a loving way seldom witnessed in this imperfect world. At home and amongst his summer friends, Sir William was a lovable man, who took great delight in doing kind deeds, in doing what Abraham Lincoln suggested, in pulling up thorns and thistles and planting roses in a social as well as a literal sense.
—Toronto Daily News, Oct. 27
	

Beacon
Nov 25/1915
The Van Horne Farm at East Selkirk. 
Sixteen years ago, the late Sir William Van Horne, then president of the CPR was coming westward with a party of eastern financiers. Sir William had just previously purchased an estate at East Selkirk, and as the train rushed along toward Winnipeg, all eyes were on the lookout for Sir William’s “Farm.” But the financiers were disappointed. What they thought was to be a most up-to-date estate with every indication of prosperity—abundant crops, verdant pastures filled with sleek cattle and swine and sheep, and barns bursting with hay and granaries with wheat; was nothing but a stretch of broad acres of black poplar, Manitoba maple and cottonwood, and a thicket of undergrowth so heavy that it made a veritable blanket.
	“What is this?” they asked in wonderment. “We thought you said you had a farm out here?”
	“I have,” was the simple answer. “You do not realize that at the bottom of that wood lies the richest soil out of doors!”
	“What, that’s nothing but a black poplar swamp. We’re afraid you have been deceived, Sir William.”
	“The rich humus-filled soil lying under that thicket, will raise forty bushels of wheat to the acre,” answered Sir William, and just two years later, the same party of financiers passed this “poplar swamp” and saw fields of waving wheat that yielded 45 bushels to the acre. 
	Any visitor at the Van Horne estate today will see what the eastern capitalists looked for in vain on their first visit to the West. They will see an up-to-date estate with every indication of prosperity—abundant crops, verdant pastures, filled with sleek cattle and swine and sheep—barns bursting with hay, and granaries with wheat and oat and barley. And they will see many more interesting things.
	Sir William’s purpose, in locating his estate where he did, is best told in his own words, recorded at the farm some year ago. He said:
	“I commenced acquiring this land in 1899, and within eight or nine years I had gathered together about 4,000 acres, in a strip of about seven miles along the railway, with a frontage of about a mile and a half along the Red River. My purpose in buying the land, was to make a high-class farm, the highest possible, both for general farming purposes and the raising of livestock, and particularly the breeding of high-class Shorthorn cattle. I had long had a desire to do this, and on looking over the property at East Selkirk, I decided that it was the best piece of land in the Northwest. It seemed to be peculiarly adapted for such a purpose by this frontage on the river and the general character of the soil, the magnificent shelter afforded by the wooded patches, the good timber that existed upon it, and in fact everything that is so sought for in a farm of this character, I found here. After the acquisition of the property, I proceeded immediately with its development, putting up rather expensive buildings about the centre of it, brushing the land and clearing away the timber, grading, building fences, making roads and all the other work necessary. I made the outer two miles along the railway into grain field, as I wanted to have a fitting introduction to the West after the long journey across the Lake Superior district, so that passengers arriving on trains and expecting to find something of a garden in the Red River Valley would not be disappointed.”
	And it was so that this wonderful estate was built up. Sir William had a broad vision and a great faith, and it profited him immeasurably.
	East Selkirk is in itself a historic spot. On the Van Horne property, close to the buildings is located the first limestone quarry in the West, and from it came the material for building some of the very first buildings in Winnipeg. It is also the home of the first roundhouse west of Kenora.
	The farm holds enough to interest even a casual visitor for a whole day. The Red River, with its massive embankment of foliage and background of tree growth is full of charm. The woods themselves are second to none in the province. Skirting the ferry road on either side are huge elms such as one might see in far-off New England, and ash, maple, white birch, basswood and poplar trees fill in the lower spaces, while the branches of all are festooned with wild hops. The underbrush is composed of elegant wild ferns, strawberry plants, wild plum trees, Saskatoon and raspberry bushes, hawthorn and wild cranberry. And over the sturdy elm trunks is a beautiful growth of bright green moss, setting off the fall coloring is a very satisfying manner.
	Shorthorns, Yorkshires, Clydesdales, Shropshires and Dutch Belted Cattle comprise the livestock. there are some splendid young bulls and heifers in the Shorthorn barns, nearly all sired by Shenley Adonis (imp.), the senior stock bull. The junior stock bull is an excellent quality, thrifty appearing youngster possessing great promise. The descendants of Shenley Adonis need make no apologies for being in the Shorthorn records. They all follow their sire in general conformation, and nearly every individual shows some outstanding points of merit. The Dutch Belted cattle were purchased more “to amuse the passengers on passing trains” than for any other purpose, but they supply the milk for home use.
	The sheep are nearly all grades, but high-class grades, and the herd is headed by a performer in the Shropshire rings.
	One might say a great deal about the hogs. They are the large white Yorkshire, all well developed for their age, well balanced and sturdily put together. Every individual shows strong character and splendid quality.
	The horses are grades, with the exception of a high-class home-bred stallion, aged four years, a son of Lord Ardwell, an imported stallion of great quality that made a big name for the Van Horne stud.
	The buildings are most modern and convenient. There is a Shorthorn stable, a horse barn, a piggery, a granary, a straw covered sheep shed, a blacksmith shop., fully equipped, a milk house and all the other outbuildings necessary. One feature of the buildings that compels admiration, is the profuse amount of sunshine and light that is admitted, and the manner in which the stables are ventilated and cleaned.
	Wild land is used almost exclusively, although it is the plan, in breaking up the land, to sow timothy and clover following the first brushing. This is allowed to be pastured for two or three years previous to the ploughing. The stony sections are also down to clover, and the stock is placed on the aftermath, with makes a splendid fall pasture. The wild land pastures are abundantly supplied with water in the shape of natural springs in Cook’s Creek bottom. The west pastures front on the river, where water is always available. The work of clearing these lands is done by Galicians by the acre, and if there is any indispositions on the part of the men to work, their places can be quite easily filled by the Galician women, who work for a dollar a day and board themselves.
	Mr. J. R. Oastler, the manager of the farm, states that the crops this year are turning out excellently. On a field of seven hundred acres the wheat has yielded at the rate of 40 bushels to the acre. Threshing is in progress at the present time, though the recent snowstorm held up the work very badly. The root crop, consisting mainly of turnips, is all harvested and in the cellar. No silage was cut this year. the stock is kept on pasture until too cold to remain out overnight. For winter feeding, cereals are used as concentrates, clover and timothy as roughage, and roots for succulence.—The Nor’-West Farmer.

Beacon
Feb 12, 1916
A hot water bathing system is being installed in the Van Horne residence by goodwill Douglass.

Beacon
June 17, 1916
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne arrived from Montreal on Tuesday, and are staying at their summer home, Covenhoven, on Minister’s Island. During the winter a steam heating system containing over sixty radiators have been installed in Covenhoven.

Beacon (f9822)
June 24/1916
Mr. R. B. Van Horne with her son, William arrived at Covenhoven on Friday of last week and will remain there for the summer.

Beacon
July 8/1916
Mr. R. B. Van Horne is with his family at Covenhoven.

Beacon
Sept 30, 1916
Mrs. R. B. Van Horne and son, William, returned to Montreal last week.

Beacon
Oct 28/1916
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne, leave today, Saturday, for Montreal, and their summer home “Covenhoven” on Minister’s Island, will be closed for the winter. Mr. R. B. Van Horne, and Mr. Wainwright left on Wednesday.

Beacon
Nov 4/1916
Covenhoven, the Van Horne residence of Minister’s Island, is undergoing extensive plumbing alterations under the direction of Mr. Goodwill Douglass. Hot and cold water-water baths are being provided for within the house, and the old water tower and windmill are being replaced by an underground reservoir.

Beacon 
Dec 23/1916
Mr. R. B. Van Horne arrived on Monday from New York and registered at Kennedy’s Hotel. His visit had for its object an inspection of the new system of waterworks being installed at Covenhoven by Mr. Goodwill Douglass. It has been decided to postpone the fixing of hot and cold water baths for the present.

Beacon
Feb 3/1917
The installation of the new system of waterworks at Covenhoven, at the Van Horne residence, is progressing in spite of the unfavorable weather which prevails. A monster tank measuring 36 feet by 8 feet arrived this week at the Bar Road Station and was roped to two slovens on which it was taken across the Bar to its destination on Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Feb 17, 1917
Mrs. Edwin Andrews entertained a number of her friends on Saturday last at a most enjoyable luncheon given at her residence on Minister’s Island, for the pleasure of her daughter, Mrs. Oastler.

Beacon
April 28/1917
On the Van Horne estate the seeding of oats and wheat commenced this week, and a slightly larger acreage will be down this year than last. All the grain is treated with formalin before it is sown, and the results of this treatment in previous years have been a 25 percent larger and a very much more valuable crop. The extensive use of formalin for grain is particularly desirable this year, as the largest possible crops are essential to the rational welfare. There will be no smutty heads of grain if a mixture of 1 pin of formalin and 40 gallons of water be sprinkled over the seed. the sprinkled seed should be covered with bags for two or three hours and then spread to dry before sowing. the cost of treatment per bushel of seed grain is very small. The drier portions of the Van Horne farm have proved well adapted to wheat, and it is hoped that wheat-growing in New Brunswick will become much more general than it is at present.

Beacon
May 5/1917
Mr. R. B. Van Horne registered at Kennedy’s Hotel this week, having arrived on Tuesday from Montreal.

Beacon
May 19, 1917
The Montreal Herald announced that the will of the late Sir William Van Horne was recorded in Montreal on Tuesday. It is a notorial will, dated January, 25, 1915. The entire estate was bequested to his family, there being no public bequests of any kind. The total estimated value of the estate is not mentioned. The house and premises on Minister’s Island were bequested to Miss Adaline Van Horne. Lady Van Horne, Richard Benedict Van Horne (the son), Miss Adaline Van Horne (the daughter), and the Royal Trust Company, are made executors.

Beacon (f9822)
June 16/1917
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne arrived from Montreal on Wednesday and are occupying Covenhoven, their summer home on Minister’s Island. A new two-car garage with a dwelling above it is being erected on the Covenhoven grounds near the stables. The garage is for the car which Mr. R. B. Van Horne purchased last summer.

Beacon
June 21, 1917
Mrs. R. B. Van Horne and son, William, arrived last week from Montreal to spend the summer at Covenhoven.

Beacon
August 4/1917
New Steam yacht at Covenhoven called Uvira 2.

Mrs. R. B. Van Horne has just returned from Kennebunk beach, where she was the guest of her father, Dr. Molson

Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne entertained a number of their friends at luncheon on Sunday, and afterwards the guest enjoyed a sail in the new steam yacht Uvira 2.

Shocking drowning accident at Bar Road. Details.
A fatal drowning accident occurred on the Minister’s Island Bar on Thursday evening. The news of the disaster to Hugh McQuoid and Miss Annie Murphy did not reach the town till early on Friday morning, when it was received with horror and dismay. Hugh McQuoid, who has been employed as gardener on the Van Horne estate for several years, had driven over to the island on Thursday evening, and was returning accompanied by Annie Murphy, a housemaid at Covenhoven, between the hours of 8 and 9 pm, when the disastrous accident occurred. The night was foggy in the extreme, and the tide was so far advanced on the Bar that before they started they were seriously warned of their danger by the people on the island; they, however refused to listen, with fatal results. Just how they met their fate, whether they wandered out of their course in the fog, or were drowned by the onrushing tide, will probably never be discovered. No cries were heart either on the mainland or on the island; but on Friday morning when William Mitchell, cousin of McQuoid, was tending his weir he noticed something unusuall standing out of the water and on going out to examine it discovered it to be the shafts of McQuoid’s wagon with the horse still fastened between them, but so tangled in the harness as to be completely reversed and facing the wagon. The horse was easily recognized, as it was a particularly fine one and well known on the streets of St. Andrews. A further search discovered McQuoid’s body in Maxwell ‘s Cove with part of the harness from the horse’s head clenched firmly in his hand. It is surmised that he got out of the wagon to lead the horse and walked into the deeper water and was drowned, while his companion was swept out of the wagon by the current and washed out to sea on the ebb tide. Throughout Friday continuous efforts to find Miss Murphy’s body were made; every boat and man available were pressed into service. The day was particularly unfavorable; the fog was never entirely absent; and at time was very dense; while rain fell fitfully, and the water had no transparency. All efforts ended in failure.
	Miss Murphy was a stranger in the town, and her place of residence is unknown. Hugh H. McQuoid was a St. Andrews man, 35 years of age, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh McQuoid, and resided with his parent and sisters at their home on King Street. 

St. Croix Courier
Aug 9/1917
The funeral of the late Hugh McQuoid, Jr., who was accidentally drowned in crossing Minister’s Island Bar on Thursday evening of last week, took place on Sunday. Rev. Mr. Hicks conducting the services at the Methodist church and the grave. In company with Hugh McQuoid was a maid at “Covenhoven” who was also drowned; her name was Miss Annie Murphy, and up to this time, Monday, her body has not been found. It is needless to say that the whole community was sadly shocked when the facts became known on Friday morning, and the sincere sympathy of all goes out to the bereaved ones.

Beacon
Aug 25/1917
Improvements at Covenhoven. 
Under the direction of Mr. Angus Rigby extensive improvements are being made on the Van Horne estate on Minister’s Island. A gasoline store house is being built on the beach below the look-out tower at the end of the island. The coachman’s house is being altered and enlarged, and anew dining room is being built in it. The stables are undergoing thorough repairs, and a new workshop for mechanics working on the estate is in course of erection. This season the tennis court has been entirely remade, and an English expert was employed, who has achieved excellent results.

Beacon
Sept 22/1917
Mrs. R. D. Van Horne and her son, William, have gone to Montreal, having spent the summer at Covenhoven.

Beacon
Oct 13/1917
Mr. R. B. Van Horne left recently in his new yacht Uvira, for Boston, where the vessel is to be docked for the winter and will receive some necessary alterations and additions to her equipment. The yacht is a new one, completed this year at Camden, Maine, ketch-rigged, with auxiliary oil engines. We regret that we are unable to give a detailed description of the handsome craft in this issue but can say that she is beautifully built and equipped, and has most commodious and comfortable accommodations for passengers and crews. She is a fine sailer, and will probably give a good account of herself in Passamaquoddy Bay in the not unlikely event of a revival of yacht racing.

Beacon
Oct 27/1917
Mrs. A. C. Van Horne, who has been making a long visit with Lady Van Horne, and Miss Van Horne at Covenhoven, left on Wednesday for his home in Joliet, Ill. He will make a short visit en route with Prof. and Mrs. Mavor in Toronto.

Beacon
Nov 3/1917
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne returned on Monday to Montreal, and their summer residence Covenhoven, which they have occupied throughout the season, is now closed for the winter. Mr. R. b. Van Horne left on Sunday night for Montreal, travelling by automobile and taking the route via Eastport and Boston, the journey between Eastport and Boston being made by boat. 

Beacon
Dec 15/1917
Sir William Van Horne’s Will
Ontario Estate is $44,603
The Royal Trust Co. has applied for ancillary probate of the will of Sir William Van Horne, KCMG, former president of the CPR, who died in Montreal, Sept. 11, 1915, leaving property valued at $6,331,374, of which personally valued at $44,603 is in Ontario. the inventory of the Ontario estate includes $883 due as director’s fees from the Canada Northwest Land Company, 281 Brazilian Traction, $13, 893; 250 Barcelona Traction, $2,104,; 250 Canada Northwest Land Co., $11,592; 600 Mexican Northwester Railway, $1,680,210 Toronto Ferry, preferred, $8,400; 476 Toronto Ferry common, no market value, and 500 Mexican tramways, $5,000. Other stock owned by the deceased were 1,113 CPR $170,289; 380 Royal Trust, $152,000; 11 Bank of Montreal, $1,514; 3,000 Winnipeg Electric Railway, $360,000. 
	Included in the real estate, valued at $1.023,871, is Sir Williams home at 513 Sherbrooke Street, West, $180,000; property in Cuba, $395,000, and the farm at East Selkirk, Manitoba, 4,138,000. The summer home at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, consisting of 400 acres on Minister’s Island, valued at $20,000, was transferred to his daughter, Adaline, in 1904, and by the will she is bequeathed all the furniture, livestock and art collections valued at $13,545 on the property.
	Sir William’s art collection at 513 Sherbrooke street is valued at $581,992, and the furniture is $13,235; the library, $4,490; furniture and livestock in Cuba, $20,844; and the livestock and machinery at East Selkirk, $25,015. Life Insurance amounts to $2,942; cash, $190,541; stocks outside of Ontario, $3,904,495; bonds, $237,262; and miscellaneous assets, $879,276. Lady Van Horne is left the use of the house on Sherbrooke Street, and an income of $30,000 a year for three years and after that one-third of the estate absolutely in lieu of dower. W. C. C. Van Horne, a grandson, $200,000 to be paid him at the age of 21; Richard Van Horne, five twelfths of the residue. The will provides that any part of the marriage settlement of $150,000 made by Richard Van Horne on his wife, Edith Molson, which remained unpaid, is to be deducted from his share of the state when the distribution is made, which is not to be until three years after Sir William’s death. Should Lady Van Horne decide to take her dower, the property is to be divided equally between her and her two children.—Toronto Telegraph

Beacon
Jan 19, 1918
Minister’s Island Bar Blocked with Ice
The milder weather of last week which followed the severe cold spell, caused the ice between Minister’s Island and the mainland to break away, and it was carried by the tide onto the Bar. Every winter there is more or less blocking of the Bar with drifted ice, but on Saturday last and on Sunday the Bar became impassable for all vehicles on account of the enormous blocks of ice that had piled up, not only at the ends of the Bar, as it usual, but in the center as well.

Beacon
May 4, 1918
Sad Drowning Accident
Two men from Bayside, Daniel Irwin and Samuel McFarlane, left their homes on Wednesday afternoon to go fishing in the first Chamcook lake. They told their wives they would be home before dark. About five o’clock Messrs., Howard and Oscar Rigby saw them on the Bayside shore of the lake. They have not been seen since. When at dark they did not return their wives became uneasy and had search parties sent out. Their boat, a canvas one, was found floating, upside down in Bartlett’s Cove.
	Daniel Irwin, who was Capt. of Mr. R. B. Van Horne’s yacht, Uvira II, leaves a wife who was a Miss Maxwell, and four children. Samuel McFarlane, a farmer in Bayside, is survived by his wife, formerly Miss Mary Mowatt, and four children. This is only the second drowning that has occurred in 1st Chamcook Lake. The other happened so many years ago that only the oldest inhabitants remember it.

Beacon
July 6, 1918
Mrs. Fred Dreyer, and daughter, Muriel, arrived here on Saturday last, from Montreal, and will join her husband at Minister’s Island.

Beacon
Aug 10/1918
Mr. R. B. Van Horne arrived last week in his splendid auxiliary yacht Uvira II which was docked in Boston last winter to undergo extensive alterations. She is new a model craft replete with all conveniences and more comfortable than ever.


Beacon
Aug 17, 1918
Centenary of Charlotte County Grammar School 1818-1918
The celebration of the Centennial of the Charlotte County Grammar School was held in the Assembly room of the Prince Arthur School on Friday evening, and a full report will appear in our next issue. We have been supplied with an advance copy of the “Historical Sketch” by M. N. Cockburn, Esq., K.C., which is as follows:
. . .
The reminder of Mr. Cassills’ life was spent in Charlotte County, and during that time he built and occupied a dwelling on Minister’s Island, on site that is still spoken of, by some of the older people, as the “Cassills’ field.” He also built and occupied the dwelling house on the Saint John Road which was lately owned and occupied the late Mr.  Robert McLaren and his family. He also owned, occupied, and died in the dwelling house at Vardon’s Point, Bocabec, which has lately been remodeled and is now owned by Mr. Angus Holt.

Beacon
Sept 28, 1918
Mr. A. C Van Horne, of Joliet, Ill., who has been spending the summer with Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne at Covenhoven, Minister’s Island, left on Thursday evening on his return home.

Beacon
Nov 16, 1918
Lady Van Horne and Miss Van Horne have closed Covenhoven for the winter and left for Montreal in a private car on Tuesday evening.

St. Croix Courier
Sept 14/1922
St. Andrews Boy Scouts in Fine New Home
Miss Van Horne Presents the Troop with New Bungalow Club House
Before a large audience gathered for the occasion, Miss Van Horne, daughter of the lat Sir William Van Horne, presented to Scoutmaster Stevenson the keys to the new clubhouse built by Miss Van Horne for the use of the boy Scouts at St. Andrews. The structure is situated on Price of Wales Street and occupies two town lots.
	The scoutmaster, who acted as chairman, explained several features of the scout law and was followed by Rev. William Fraser, minister of the Greenock Presbyterian church, in an address on the aims and principles of the order. At the conclusion of his speech, the presented to the scoutmaster an autograph photograph of Sir Robert Baden Powell. Accompanying the picture was a letter from the distinguished founder of the scout order. This letter, suitably framed, will be hung on the walls of the reception room.
	Nothing was left undone by Miss Van Horne to make the structure modern and complete. It is a one-storey bungalow type.
	On the platform were Rev. William Fraser, Rev. Canon E. B. Hooper, Miss Van Horne, Rev. Mr. Opie, Charles R. Hosmer, Montreal, and W. W. Kennedy.
	Taking a prominent part in the scout exercise was young William Van Horne, grandson of the famous railway magnate. The youngster is a member of the St. Andrews troop and recently won a medal in competition held under the auspices of the Winchester Junior rifle league.
	A pleasing feature of the programme was the splendid concert given by the St. Andrews band. At the conclusion, a collation was given on the grounds where the visitors greatly admired the exhibition of work by the scouts. The citizens deeply appreciate Miss Van Horne’s splendid gift.

Deed
Dec 23, 1925
Sir William Van Horne, per Executors, [Royal Trust Company] to Adaline Van Horne [and Richard Van Horne]
“all the lands and premises conveyed by one John FrederickDreyer and wife to the said Sir William Van Horne by Indenture dated the 26th day of October,1911, registered in the Office of the Registrar of Deeds in and for the County of Charlotte in Book No 79 at age 205, by the number 16203 [conveyed 1903 by Annie M. Johnson, widow, to the said Ethel Thebaud and therein described as [that conveyed 1890 by Henry Johnson to his son Hans Johnson who devised the same by his will to his wife Annie M. Johnson, by whom the same were conveyed to the said Ethel Thebaud as hereinbefore mentioned] “constituting the Roadway connecting the said farm with the Saint John Road, as conveyed to the said Henry Johnson by one James Stranaghan in or about the year 1852. Also all that certain other lot conveyed by Canadian Sardine Company, Limited, to the said Sir William C. Van Horne b y Deed date the 13th day of January 1913, registered in the office of the Registrar of Deeds in and for the County of Charlotte in Book No. 76, page 533, by the Number 15097” 

St. Croix Courier
April 5/1926
Charlotte County—The Tourists’ Opening Door. R. E. Armstrong
Begun at a Beautiful Border Town Over Thirty Years’ Ago.
. . .
Sir William Van Horne was so charmed with the summer beauties of St. Andrews and its adjacent regions that he instantly hastened across to Minister’s Island, which was named after the first Loyalist minister, Rev. Dr. Andrews, who made his home thereon, purchased the southern end of this great island and at once started upon building a beautiful summer home and improving all sections of his island property. Subsequently, he fixed upon the construction of a public highway for summer visitors throughout the south end of the island. He also bought a portion of the northern end for agricultural and cattle purposes. His family spend practically their summers on this lovely island and they have many visitors. Those visitors cross from the mainland over the Bar at low tide, and stroll or motor alongside Sir William’s beautiful home, flower gardens, orchards and other attractions. This island opportunity has proved a great source of delight to tourists who visit St. Andrews by rail and steamboat and by the international motor gateway at St. Stephen. While there are other capable gateways of a good type at Milltown, at Woodstock, St. Leonard’s and Edmunston, this entrance is one of the most active in the Maritimes, now that tourist motoring has been fixed upon and the highways throughout the Maritimes have been placed in good shape.

Deed
No. 25201
Book 102, pp. 18ff
Edwin L. Andrews and wife to L. Adeline Van Horne
Oct 15, 1926
100 dollars
1. “all that portion of said Island which formerly constituted the Douglass Farm, so called, as by the Deed thereof from Elisha S. Andrews to William Douglass, dated first of May, 1832, and registered on the 24th day of May, 1833,”
2. also “all the lands and premises and all the right title and interest of the above named grantors, therein, which were conveyed or intended to be conveyed to the above named Edwin L. Andrews by Marshall J. C. Andrews and Isabella Christianna H. Andrews, his wife, by a Deed bearing date the 24th day of November AD 1877 and duly registered upon the Records of Charlotte county New Brunswick on the 28th day of December Ad 1877, in Record Book No. 28, at pages 63 and 64
3. excepting those lands “conveyed by the above named Edwin L. Andrews to the late Sir William C. Van Horne, but it is intended hereby to include all of the residue of the lands and premises which may at this time be held and owned by the said Edwin L. Andrews, on the Island above described
4. also the right of way conveyed from Marshall J. C. Andrews to Edwin L. Andrews 16th day of June AD 1896, “and duly registered upon the Record Book No. 51 at pages 548 to 550.

St. Croix Courier
July 10,1930
St. Andrews Gymnasium Opened Under Distinguished Auspices
Lady Willingdon attends ceremony and presents honorary medal of merit to Miss Adaline Van Horne for work in interests of troop
Photo: A view of the Bay Scouts property of St. Andrews valued at more than $10,000. On the right is the club house erected by Miss Adaline Van Horne a few years ago on the left is the fine new Van Horne gymnasium opened under vice-royal auspices yesterday afternoon. The land on which these buildings are located was purchased and donate to the troupe by Miss Van Horne. 	
Graced by the presence of the First lady of the Land, the Viscountess Willingdon, wife of the Governor-general of Canada, the formal opening ceremonies of the new Van Horne Boy Scouts gymnasium were held at 2 o’clock this afternoon before a large audience including the most distinguished summer resident of St. Andrews. The ceremonies took place in the gymnasium and admittance was to invitation only. Senator Cairine Wilson acted as chairman; Mayor Elmer Rigby spoke briefly after which Lady Willingdon officially declared the gymnasium open. Refreshments were served on the grounds, following the ceremony.
	A feature of the program was the presentation of Lady Willingdon of an honorary medal of merit to Miss Adaline Van Horne, who has taken a deep interest in the welfare of the local Scout Troops and who, a few years ago, purchased land and had erected the Scout Hall which adjoins the new gymnasium. The total value of the Scout property here is now well over $10,000.
	The leading spirit in the progress which the local scouts have made during recent years has been Rev. W. E. Ideson, pastor or the Baptist Church here who is Scout master has devoted a large part of his time in the work of the troops and also to interesting others in the Scout movement. The Scouts themselves have a particular pride in the new gymnasium, one of the finest in the province. They excavated the site and assisted generally in the work of construction.
	The present visit of Lady Willingdon is the first she has paid to St. Andrews since July 1927, when with the Governor-General she spent some days in Charlotte County, visiting St. Stephen, Milltown and other places. On that occasion photographs of both Lord and Lady Willingdon were presented to the local scouts. These photos now adorn the walls of the Scout Hall along with those of Lord and Lady Baden-Powell.
Photo of A. Van Horne’s club house and the new gym. Hon. presentation by lady Willingdon to Ms. Van Horne.

Telegraph Journal
Aug 5, 1930
New Brunswick Ayrshire Breeders Urged to Expand British Market for Products
Dr. E. S. Archibald, Director of Experimental Farms, Advocates Effort to Enlarge Sales of Dairy Products in Great Britain in Address at Annual Field Day Outing
By L. L. Johnston
St. Andrews-by-the-Sea, Aug.4.
Urging New Brunswick agriculturalists to make a concerted effort to capture a large share of the British market for dairy products by reducing costs and increasing the volume of production, Dr. E. S. Archibald, of Ottawa, Director of Experimental Farms for Canada, gave a sitting address before members of the New Brunswick Ayrshire Breeders Association attending the annual field day of the organization here today. His subject was “The Livestock Situation in Canada.”
With picturesque Covenhoven on Minister’s Island, the beautiful estate of Miss Adaline Van Horne, daughter of the late Sir William Van Horne, as a setting the field day was attended by upwards of 300 Ayrshire breeders and their families from representative sections of the province, including Saint John, Fredericton Junction, Fredericton, Sussex, Sackville, Welsford, Hoyt Station, Kingston, Aulac, St. Andrews and many other points.
C. F. Bailey, superintendent of the Experimental Farm at Fredericton, acted as chairman and director of the activities, including addressed by Prescott Blanchard, well known Ayrshire breeder, or Truro, NS; William Retson, Ayrshire field man, of Truro, NS; A. E. McLaurin, livestock superintendent of the Provincial Department of Agriculture; G. C. McIntyre, of Sussex, honorary president of the New Brunswick Ayrshire Breeders Association; H. W. Atkinson, of Fredericton, a director of the association; R. B. Johnson, of Coldbrook vice-resi9dent, and others.
	Miss Van Horne was present and proved a most hospitable hostess. A basket luncheon was served on the beautiful grounds of Covenhoven farm, where tea, coffee, ice-cream, sandwiches and candy were dispensed by Boy Scouts of the 1st and 2nd St. Andrews troops, directed by Scoutmaster Rev. W. Ideson. An orchestra was in attendance at the luncheon hour. Hon. Cairine Wilson, Canada’s only woman senator, was also present, with Mr. Wilson, and was heard in a pleasing expression of gratitude for Miss Van Horne’s sincere interest in provincial agricultural development and for her hospitality.
	It was regretted the Premier Baxter was unable to be present. Hon. Lewis Smith sent his regrets and expressed the desire of the Department of Agriculture to cooperate with the Ayrshire breeders in their work. Dr. L. A. Donovan, of Saint John, president of the Association, was unfortunately called to Ontario a few hours before the field day opened. 
	An inspection tour of the Van Horne farm building with their fine stock of Ayrshire and Dutch belted cattle, Southdown sheep, Yorkshire swine and Clydesdale horses, proved delightful to all in attendance. Of equal interest were the nine glass cases of medal and ribbons and two of silver cups. . . .

Courier
Aug 7, 1930 Ayrshire Breeders Hold Annual Field Day at Minister’s Island
Miss Van Horne Host to Nearly 300 Members of New Brunswick Club and Associated Bodies Monday Afternoon; Prominent Officials Speak; Hoyt Station Boys Win Junior Judging Competition
Aug 4—Lowering skies and occasional rains failed to dampen the spirit of members of the Ayrshire Breeders’ Club of New Brunswick and associated bodies who gathered at “Covenhoven,” Minister’s Island, to the number of nearly 300 yesterday afternoon as the guest of Miss Adaline Van Horne for the Annual field day of the Association. Miss Van Horne, like her father, the late Sir William Van Horne, has taken a deep interest in the development of livestock in the Province and has a model farm on her estate on the Island which was inspected by the visitors during their stay yesterday afternoon.
	The exercises of the day were in charge of C. F. Bailey, superintendent of the Experimental Station, Fredericton, and prominent among those taking part were Dr. E. S. Archibald, of Ottawa, director of experimental Farms for the Dominion, William Retson, field man of the Canadian Ayrshire Breeders association for the Maritimes, Truro, Prescott Blanchard, noted Ayrshire Breeder, of Truro, and G. C. P. McIntyre of Sussex.
	Dr. Archibald, in a splendid address, urged the dairymen of the Province to make a concerted effort to secure a larger portion of the British market by reducing costs and increasing production. He felt that the more of the livestock industry in Canada demanded more careful consideration of present conditions as well as prospects.
	The advantage of the Ayrshire breed of cattle were stressed by William Retson, field man for the Maritimes of the Canadian Ayrshire Breeders Association, and Prescott Blanchard, noted Ayrshire breeder of Truro, NS. Mr. Retson pointed out that the Ayrshire’s sturdy constitution, the ease with which it may be raised, and its high producing ability is a particularly for the rigorous Canadian climate, but he was careful to emphasize that the breed amply repays any extra care and attention given . Following his address Mr. Retson gave a demonstration of the points to be considered in judging cattle, and this was followed by a junior stock judging competition for boys and girls under 18.
	Brief addresses were also given by G. C. P. McIntyre, of Sussex, honorary president of the Association, R. B. Johnson, vice-president, H. W. Atkinson, director and others. Senator Cairine Wilson was also present and spoke briefly, lauding he work being carried on by Miss Van Horne in connection with the boy Scout movement as well as agriculture.
	Great interest was taken in the junior stock judging competition conducted by A. E. McLaurin, livestock superintendent of the Provincial Department of Agriculture, for which prizes were donated by Miss Van Horne. The animals used for judging in this competition were from the fine stock of her farm. Of the large number of contestants in this event, four, one of them a girl, submitted correct answers. They were place according to method of expression: 1st, Gordon Smith, Hoyt Station, 90; 2nd, Normal R. Crisp, Hoyt Station, 89; James Hornbrook, Sussex, 88; Phyllis Gibson, St. Andrews, 87. an additional prize was given the winner of first place by D. J. Barrett, of Saint John , dairy specialist of the Ralston Purina Co. Limited. The good showing of he Hoyt Station entrants is attributed partly to the fact that there is an Ayrshire Calf club at that place which is now in its fourth year.
	Every detail of the program arranged by Miss Van Horne was perfectly carried out. Not the least enjoyable feature of the day was the inspection of the beautiful grounds of Covenhoven, the modern improvements of the estate and the fine livestock with which it is equipped and which has won many prizes. The Association members were deeply appreciative of the kindness and hospitality of Miss Van Horne in throwing open the beautiful estate and permitting hem to enjoy the annual field day under ideal conditions.
	Photo detail, showing two persons to Addie’s left and right—Winners of the junior stock judging competition at St. Andrews Monday shown here, Left to right: Gordon Smith, 1st, Norman R. Crisp, Miss Adaline Van Horne, James Hornbrook, Phyllis Gibson, 4th, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gibson, St. Andrews. The winner of first place is holding the milk scale presented as a special prize by D. J. Bar . . . on behalf of Ralston Purina Co. (this panoramic photo by Young is of a piece with one of the Fredericton Experimental Farm which appears a few days or weeks earlier in this paper, also by Young)

St. Croix Courier
Oct 30, 1932
Matters Matrimonial
Oct 19. The marriage took place on Tuesday, October 18 on Minister’s Island of Edith Badgley Molson, widow of R. R. Van Horne and only daughter of the late Doctor W. A. Molson and Mrs. Molson of Montreal, to the Honorable Robert Randolph Bruce of Windermere, BC, formerly lieutenant-Governor of BC. The Reverend Dr. G. Wardlaw Taylor of Greenock Church officiated. The marriage was very quiet, only the immediate members of the family and Col. Cantile of Montreal being present.

Telegraph Journal
August 15, 1934
St. Andrews Visitor is Killed
Mrs. W. C. Van Horne Loses Life in Auto Accident at Oak Bay
Member of Prominent Canadian Family has Skull Fractured when Car Leaves Road and Crashed in Creek’s Botton
St. Stephen, Aug.14 (Special)
The body of Mrs. W. C. Van Horne, 27, Toronto, fatally injured in an automobile accident at Oak Bay, five miles from here, early this morning while returning to her summer home in St. Andrews, after attending a dance here, will be taken to St. Andrews tomorrow, when her father, William L. Fraser, Montreal, arrives here. It is expected that the body will be removed from St. Andrews on Thursday to Montreal for funeral services at her parents’ home.
	Mrs. Van Horne, whose husband is prominent in the automobile business in Canada, and is a grandson of the late Sir William Van Horne, formerly president of the CPR, suffered a fractured skull and other injuries when her car, which she was driving, left the road in failing to make the sharp turn at Oak Bay and plunged over a 20 foot embankment into the rocky bed of a creek. Nels Svensen, St. Andrews, the other occupant of the car, escaped injuries. She had motored to St. Stephen with other St. Andrews summer residents last evening to attend a dance and was on her way to the seaside town when the accident happened, at 2:30 o’clock. there was a heavy ground fog at the time, it was stated and this was believed to have obscured visibility.
	Mrs. Van Horne was brought to Chipman Memorial Hospital here by Edward Corbett, who operates overnight camps near the scene on the accident, and her death followed shortly after her admittance to the institution.
	Dr. H. S. Everett, St. Stephen, coroner, decided that no inquest was necessary, stating that death was purely accidental. The coroner and Royal Canadian Mounted Police visited the scene of the accident soon after being notified and conducted an investigation. 
	St. Andrews Grieves
	St. Andrews, August 14—(Special)
	News of the car accident near St. Stephen early this morning claiming the life of Mrs. Edythe Audrey (Fraser) Van Horne, wife of W. C. Van Horne, came as a great shock to the summer colony here and residents of the town generally, with whom Mrs. Van Horne was very popular. The body will be brought from St. Stephen tomorrow, and burial will be made in Montreal.
	Former Montreal Girl
	Mrs. Van Horne was formerly Miss Edythe Audrey Fraser, daughter of Mrs. and Mrs. William L. Fraser of Montreal. She was married to William Cornelius Covenhoven Van Horne in Montreal, November 29, 1928. Her husband is a son of Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Van Horne of Montreal, and a grandson of Lady Van Horne and he late Sir William Van Horne, former president of the CPR.
	Following their wedding, Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Van Horne took up residence in Toronto. Mrs. Van Horne is survived by her husband and a daughter, two years old.
	Mr. and Mrs. Van Horne have been spending a vacation at “Covenhoven,” the Van Horne estate at St. Andrews, guests of his aunt, Miss A. Van Horne. Miss Peggy Fraser, sister of Mrs. Van Horne, is also a guest.

St. Croix Courier
Dec 16/1937
Shiretown Items—ref to Lady Van Horne gymnasium.

St. Croix Courier
June 9/1938
Shiretown Items—Yachting has recently become popular in St. Andrews. Bill Van Horne has two Nova Scotia schooners, “Gilda Gray” and “N. Mason.” Ralph Wilson has Chester-built yacht “Aluna”, Capt. Finnigan has motor boat “Maira Una” and Howard Pillow “Lucinda.” Captain Randy Wren is planning to launch the “Lee Tide” soon; owned by Miss Margot Redmond, one of the new enthusiasts.

St. Croix Courier
May 11/1939
Shire town Items—We Believe It. Jim O’Neill, who is doing post-graduate work at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, came across one of Ripley’s “Believe It or Not” items recently in one of the city papers which told the story, and showed a drawing of the Bar leading to Minister’s Island, where it is possible to drive on the floor of the ocean. This curious feature, caused by the rise and fall of the tides, though commonplace to local residents, is a never-ending wonder to tourists.

St. Croix Courier
Feb 27/1941
Adaline Van Horne dies at home in Montreal
Art Connoisseur and Philanthropist Spent Summers at St. Andrews for Many years
Miss Adaline Van Horne, daughter of the late Sir William Van Horne and for many years a summer resident of St. Andrews, died Monday morning in the old Van Horne residence at 1139 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal. Ms. Van Horne, known to her friends as a connoisseur of art and who maintained the famous Van Horne art collection with loving care, had been in ill health for some time. She was the last surviving direct link with the great railroad builder and executive.
	News of her death was learned with particular regret in St. Andrews. For many years she had spent the summer months at the Van Horne estate on Minister’s Island, famous for its beautiful gardens and pure-bred livestock, which annually gave delight to many visitors. Miss Van Horne, both in St. Andrews and in Montreal, took a keen interesting community charitable enterprises, all of which received her liberal support. Her interest in art led her at various times to lend picture from the famous family collection to public galleries and exhibitions. The Van Horne family settled in Montreal in 1881 where Sir William, her father, rose rapidly in the executive ranks of the CPR, becoming president in 1888. Both Sir William and Lady Van Horne, who before her marriage was Miss Lucy Adaline Hurd, were born in the State of Illinois.
	Their family comprised three children. One son died at an early age. Another, Richard Benedict Van Horne, who took an active interest in the Cuba Railroad Company, died in 1931. Sir William, the father, was knighted by Queen Victoria. He died September 11, 1915
	The family survivors are a nephew, W. C. C. Van Horne, and a grandniece, Miss Ann Van Horne. The funeral was held privately. Burial is to take place at Joliet, Illinois.

St. Croix Courier
Dec 11/1941
Shiretown Items
A Bit of Local History
A letter from Wilbur J. Heuer, Edgerton, Wisconsin, making some inquiries, regarding an ancestor formerly residing here, was forwarded to me by the recipient, Chester A. Dixon, of Deer Island, with a request that I dig up some information on the matter, if interested. By the help of some good friends I have got together a little story which I thought might be of interest to others besides the inquirer. Mr. Heuer’s letter states: “Grandfather James Douglass was born about 1849 on Minister’s Island off St. Andrews, where he lived until about 9 years of age, spent several years in Saint John , and then migrated to Western Canada, and later to Wisconsin, volunteering as a Canadian in our Civil War, where he held the rank of major. His father, according to legend, owned this island and as a sea captain operated several sailing vessels with that as his base. He lost most of his estate as a result of guaranteeing a large venture in which the then Prime Minister of Canada was an associate.
	For a beginning we shall go back to the year 1779 when two men, named Ephraim Young and John Hanson (latter being the great, great grandfather of D. G. Hanson, the present Collector here) came from Gouldsboro, Maine, and settled on what was then called Chamcook Island. On their way they stopped for a short period on Campobello (Admiral Owen’s records). Hanson had served in the British Provincial Army from 1757 to 1763, and was with Wolfe at the taking of Quebec. He was 41 years old when he came to Chamcook (afterwards called Minister’s Island).
	At that time the population of St. Andrews was two. The place was called Consquamcook or Quanoscumcook by the Indians. This population consisted of two men who lived in a log cabin about where the record office now sits, and their home was on the bank of a small stream which emptied into the harbour at the point where Mr. Jos. Handy’s house is situated. They carried on a fur trade with the Indians. Their names are lost in the mists of the long ago, but they were agents for Brown and Frost of Saint John.
	Mr. Young and Mr. Hanson, on arriving at Chamcook Island, immediately set to work and cleared a plot of ground. They lived there precariously for six years, being both married and having families. This whole island was in 1785 granted to Capt. Osborne by the government of the newly formed province of New Brunswick. On learning that grants were being made Young and Hanson petitioned for the land but were too late. They were paid a fair sum for improvements they had made. They then each bought a lot of land at Bocabec. Hanson’s lot was situated on what is now called the Holt Point’s Road. There he lived the remainder of his life, died and was buried, the little private cemetery being still cared for by his descendants. Young settled farther inland. His son, Isaac, married Sarah, daughter of John Hanson, and their descendants till live there, or in other parts of Charlotte County.
	In 1785 (year of grant) this island was purchased from Capt. Osborne by the Rev. Samuel Andrews, who was for many years a prominent figure in the life of St. Andrews, which had been founded by a group of Loyalists Oct. 3, 1783. Rev. Andrews paid 250 pounds for the island. In 1828 a plot of land on the island (now called Minister’s) was sold to William Douglass by Elisha Andrews, son of the Rev. Samuel. This lot was situated on the north-westside of the island, the boundaries beginning at the bar. The deed is on record, but the acreage is not mentioned. In May 1832 Elisha Andrews sold another 50 acres to William Douglass. In 1838 Douglass mortgaged this property to Neville Parker for 500 pounds sterling. In 1841 the property was sold by the Sherifff “for want of sufficient goods and chattels of said William Douglass to make the several debts and damages aforesaid, did serve and take in execution all that certain piece of land situated on Chamcook or Minister’s Island (so called) being farm on which island William Douglass resides and particularly described in deeds of conveyance thereof from the late Elisha Andrews.” Land conveyed to George D. Street by Sheriff’s deed, who immediately conveyed same to Marshall Andrews, 1841. William Douglass owned lots in St. Andrews and several blocks of land in other part of the country, all of which, records show, was sold for debt before the homestead on the island.
	There was a certain James Douglass, a merchant, living in St. Andrews, about the same time. On June 30, 1830, he sold lots 3 and 4 in Block P, Parr’s Division, to William Kinnear, Saint John. This is the property now owned and occupied by Miss Olive Hosmer as a summer residence. Customs records show that James Douglass did a thriving business.
	I have no doubt that William Douglass was the father of the James Douglass referred to in Mr. Heuer’s letter, but this James must have been born previous to 1849. I regret that I have been unable to learn anything of William Douglass’ history either before or after this period spent on Minister’s Island. But his stay on the island and the losses he incurred seem to bear out the truth of the “legend” referred to in Mr. Heuer’s letter, except that there was no Dominion of Canada at that time and consequently no premier of New Brunswick. I have told quite a long story and have not given the inquirer much information about his ancestry. But I have learned much that is of great interest to myself and hope it will be to the general reader. I doubt if any person now living in St. Andrews knew that for those several years a great part of Minister’s Island did not belong to the Andrews family.



St. Croix Courier
Jan 14/1943
Shiretown Items
Another Improvement
A very generous and much appreciated gift has recently been received from Miss Olive Hosmer, a smooth-running a commodious Lincoln automobile which Miss Hosmer has used during the past few summers here, has been turned over to the fire department to be converted into an A. R. P. service wagon. A body is being constructed with angle iron and Douglass fir plywood, the work being done in a serviceable and attractive manner by Joseph Meers, caretaker at the fire hall. In the center is a place to carry the small pumpers; an attachment at the rear to trail the large pumper; neat enclosed compartments at the side to carry 3500 feet of hose. It is a job of which both the town and the donor may well be proud.

St. Croix Courier
March 1, 1945
Shiretown Items
Correction
In an item last week in this column it was stated that the Scout gymnasium was donated by Miss Van Horne. On good authority I have been told that only the land and the Scout Hall were given by Miss Van Horne, and that the cost of the gymnasium was met by donations from various individuals solicited by Rev. W. Ideson, who was Scoutmaster at that time. Much of the labour also was contributed by local help. 

Montreal Star
Sept 7, 1946
W. Van Horne Dies At Weir
Grandson of CPR Founder in 40th Year
William Cornelius C. Van Horne, grandson of the late Sir William C. Van Horne died last night at Weir. He was in his 40th year.
	Born at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, in 1907 he was the son of the late Richard Benedict Van Horne and of Edith Molson, daughter of the late Dr. William A. Molson, now Mrs. Randolph Bruce, widow of the late Hon. Randolph Bruce, former Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia.
	Educated at private schools and at Lower Canada College, he was an enthusiastic sportsman. He won many trophies at motorboat racing and yachting, and was a member of the Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club. During the war he was at Halifax with the Sea Cadets.
	Interested in various business ventures, he organized the Auburn Motor Sales Company and served as its president for some time. The family home is at 1139 Sherbrooke Street West.
	Mr. Van Horne was twice married. His first wife, the late Audrey Fraser, daughter of William L. Fraser, of Montreal, died some years ago as a result of an automobile accident. There was one daughter, Miss Edith Ann Van Horne, by this marriage. His second wife was the former Margaret M. Hannon, daughter of Matthew S. Harman, of Toronto, and she survives him, as does his daughter and his mother.
	The body will be taken to St. Andrews for burial, but final arrangements have not yet been completed.

Montreal Star
Sept 9/1946
Deaths
Van Horne. At Weir, Quebec, Sept. 6, 1946. William C. C. Van Horne, of Montreal and St. Andrews, New Brunswick, beloved husband of Margaret Mary Hannon. Remains left the Chapel of Jos. C. Wray and Bro., 1234 Mountain St., Sun. afternoon for interment at St. Andrews, New Brunswick.

Rural Cemetery Burial
William C. Van Horne
Age 39
Grandson of Sir William
Lot 171B
Sept 9, 1946

Courier
Sept 11, 1947
St. Andrews, Sept. 11.
Funeral services for William Van Horne, aged 39 years, were held at St. Andrews’ Church on Monday morning when requiem high mass was celebrated. He was buried in the Protestant Rural Cemetery overlooking Passamaquoddy Bay, and Minister’s Island where he spent many summers.
	Only grandson of the late Sir William Van Horne, a founder and president of the CPR, and son of the late Benjamin Van Horne, he had been staying at Weir, Quebec, where he was taken ill and died there on Friday, September 6. The body was brought to St. Andrews by train.
	Relatives attending the funeral at St. Andrews were his wife, his mother, Mrs. Bruce of Montreal, his daughter by his first marriage, Beverley Anne Van Horne and Matthew Hannon of Toronto, a brother-in-law.

January 23, 1950
Lethbridge Herald
Heiress En Route Montreal?
Winnipeg, Jan.23. (CP)
Outdoing Garbo with “I want to be alone,” Beverley Ann Van Horne, great grand-daughter of the late Sir William Van Horne, passed through Winnipeg early today on a plane bound for her home at Montreal. She left Calgary earlier today.
	At least, it is believed the missing Montreal heiress passed through the city, although Trans-0Canada Air Line officials strongly denied her presence aboard flight six. Newspaper men were unconvinced as the company called out a special guard to make sure no reporters got aboard the liner.
	According to the passenger list, the poor little rich girl who ran away from home and another woman may have been on the airship under the name of Barclay.
	Also on the list was Detective Sergeant William Phillips of Montreal, who was sent half-way across the continent to bring her back.
Denials Made
And although some reporters claim they saw Phillips name on the list, the airways’ ramp control chief also denied his presence.
	When shown a picture of the 17-year-old mystery girl, two stewardesses also said she was not on the craft.
	Chief Pilot Larry Brown, however, said “It wouldn’t surprise me a bit if a girl like that was with us.”
	While all this conversation was going on, a girl’s face appeared at one of the plane’s windows, but it quickly disappeared from view as a photographer raised his camera for a “shot.”
	Miss Van Horne has been endeavoring to throw reporters off the track since Sgt. Phillips found her living in a Vancouver rooming house and supporting herself on the money she earned as a dishwasher.
	She had left home Dec. 15 and arrived in Vancouver two days later.
Plans Changed
At Calgary, Sgt. Phillips, who said he guess Miss Van Horne left home because “she was discontented with her life,” told reporters the girl would return to Vancouver. He said so much unfavourable publicity had changed plans to send her back to her grandparents in Montreal. That was after the sergeant escorted a woman, identified as a Miss Bruce, Vancouver juvenile, welfare officer, to a plane bound for Vancouver.
	But several hours later, Sgt. Phillips, Miss Van Horne and a Montreal police woman, who said she was “Miss Therian,” caught a plant for Montreal.
	The departure for the east ended a four-day vigil for Calgary reporters who haunted the hotel where Miss Van Horne and Miss Bruce stayed since their arrival from Vancouver Thursday night. They remained in the room all the time refusing to answer the door and had their meals sent up.
Stops in Toronto
Toronto, Jan.23. (CP)
Sheltered from questioning and prying eyes, Beverley Ann Van Horne, 17-year-old Montreal heiress, stopped in Toronto for a few hours today between planes. Flanked by Montreal detective sergeant, a private detective and a woman companion, the girl was whisked from her Calgary Plane at suburban Malton to an undisclosed point in Toronto. Flight officials said she would catch a plane for Montreal later today. Dressed in an expensive fur coat, Miss Van Horne held her collar up against her face as press cameras clicked.

St. Croix Courier
Aug 23/1951
Miss Olive Hosmer’s gift to New Hospital: Hosmer Memorial laboratory. “Miss Olive Hosmer of Montreal and St. Andrews (Linden Grange) has recently made a handsome gift to the New Charlotte County Hospital in donating the sum of $8,500 for the construction of the laboratory rooms to be known as the Hosmer Memorial laboratory. In addition she has given the sum of $6,000 for new equipment for the laboratory. This equipment has already been purchased, and when the hospital is in operation, it will have one of the most up-to-date and best-equipped small laboratories in Canada. . . . Further evidence of Miss Hosmer’s generosity and interest in the new hospital is her gift last year of $1,000 made during the public subscription campaign.”


August 15, 1952
McLeans Magazine
The Salty Spell of St. Andrews
Ian Sclanders
A musketball discarded by Champlain clinched Canada’s claim to St. Andrews. Since then this New Brunswick haven has lured a Bonaparte, two Fathers of Confederation, a parcel of peers and more millionaires per mile than any town in the land.
	ST. ANDREWS, N.B., has only fourteen hundred year-round residents. But its liquor store is reputed to sell more imported champagne than any other liquor store east of Montreal, and it has a grocer who stocks caviar and pâté de foie gras, a druggist who sells perfume at seventy-five dollars an ounce, and two China dealers who offer dinner sets priced as high as two thousand dollars. The reason is that St. Andrews is the most fashionable resort on Canada’s Atlantic coast.
	In this unusual little town, on a peninsula that juts into blue Passamaquoddy Bay, one of the major industries is barbering the tall cedar hedges which surround the estates of the rich with evergreen elegance. There are miles and miles of these hedges. They block the view at every turn, so when E. P. Taylor, the financier, was selecting a piece of property for a seaside retreat he studied the landscape from an airplane. As he circled over St. Andrews, on a sunny morning, typical "summer folks” were doing typical things.
	Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, in grey flannels and white shirt, was out on his broad lawn directing a team of gardeners. Senator Cairine Wilson, in a mud streaked cotton dress, was pruning rose bushes. At the Old Timers’ Club, H. D. Burns, chairman of the board of the Bank of Nova Scotia, and Lieutenant-Governor D. L. MacLaren of New Brunswick were playing a spirited game of cribbage.
	Miss Olive Hosmer, whose father, the late Charles R. Hosmer, amassed one of this country’s fat fortunes, was out driving in her elderly Rolls Royce. Mrs. R. E. D. Redmond, a daughter of the late Lord Shaughnessy of the CPR, and Lady Davis, widow of Sir Mortimer Davis, were watching the bathers at the beach.
	Noah Timmins, the mining magnate, and Sir James Dunn, the peppery old baronet who controls Algoma Steel and Canada Steamship Lines, were striding through elm-shaded lanes, while G. Blair Gordon (Dominion Textile) and Dr. Gavin Miller, noted Montreal surgeon, were shooting a round of golf. Howard W. Pillow (British American Banknote) and Harry W. Thorp (Murphy Paint) were swapping yams in the back room of Bobby Cockburn's corner drugstore.
	Scores of other upper-rung socialites were disporting themselves at St. Andrews. For St. Andrews, in the summer, is crowded with the kind of people who dress for dinner and describe their mansions as cottages. Year after year they turn up with their butlers, cooks, chauffeurs, limousines, rakish sport cars and yachts. They golf, swim, fish, sail and garden, and go to parties.
	A musketball discarded by Champlain clinched Canada’s claim to St. Andrews. Since then this New Brunswick haven has lured a Bonaparte, two Fathers of Confederation, a parcel of peers and more millionaires per mile than any town in the land. There are parties morning, afternoon and evening, but these are polite and decorous, for most members of the St. Andrews set have reached or passed middle age and were either born with money or have had money long enough to avoid nouveau riche high jinks. They don’t swill champagne. They sip it. Nobody at St. Andrews has ever plunged fully clad into a swimming pool in a gay mad moment, and there hasn’t been a first-rate scandal since a prominent matron, out joy riding with a waiter, was killed in an accident. That was years ago.
	Some vacationists find the place dull. A disappointed New Yorker complained to a desk clerk at the Algonquin—the posh but sedate CPR inn —that St. Andrews is “too damned refined.” But the majority of the summer folks prefer it like that. They frown on tourist traps that might draw a noisy element. When a dude ranch was opened by a promoter from Montreal—with beauteous Broadway cowgirls, Hollywood-style cowboys, and a floor show—they cold-shouldered it out of business in one season.
	They’re so fond of St. Andrews, just the way it is, that they’re trying to keep it as changeless as possible in a changing world, a haven with the gracious manners and standards of yesteryear. They carefully preserve its scenery and traditions, shun modern architecture and fill their big houses with antiques.
	In deference to their wishes the Algonquin, the pivot around which the social life revolves, hasn’t revised its menus noticeably for half a century. It still serves the elaborate kind of meals that have to be digested in an atmosphere of leisure. This hotel, which has two hundred and thirty rooms and two golf courses, didn’t discard the last of its Victorian brass bedsteads until 1951 because veteran guests had grown attached to them.
	Under the New Brunswick Liquor Control Act, no drinks—not even beer—may be served in public places. Bars, cocktail lounges and beer parlors are illegal. The stately Algonquin has ignored this law and provincial authorities have ignored the Algonquin’s well-stocked mahogany bar—an old-fashioned affair with a trapdoor leading to a wine cellar. There’s a rumor, which can’t be confirmed, that the Algonquin management told the N.B. Liquor Control Board once that if the hotel wasn’t allowed to serve drinks it would be closed down, with a loss to New Brunswick of a large and profitable slice of tourist business. Since then, according to the story, the Liquor Control Board has made no complaints. 
	St. Andrews' second hotel, the Commodore, decided that if the Algonquin could operate a bar the Commodore should be able to do the same thing. This worked for a while but, last year, the Commodore's proprietor was arrested and fined five hundred dollars for being responsible for the illegal sale of liquor on premises. Residents of St. Andrews have an idea that the Commodore's bar would have fared better had it been operated on the same lines as the Alqonquin's bar, which is so inconspicuous and quiet that you could hang around the hotel for a week without knowing it was there. (Open to guests only, the bar is located below the lobby and reached by a stairway on the left-hand side of the lobby. Both the stairway and an outside entrance to the bar have no signs indicating where they lead.) 
	St. Andrews, with its tide fiats, wooden jetties, sardine boats, lobster traps, golden sand, red cliffs and green slopes, casts a spell over many people. Field Marshal Lord Alexander, when he was governor-general, liked it so much that he stretched a scheduled stay of a fortnight into a month. David Walker, Scottish soldier and author, had a holiday at St. Andrews when he was in Canada before World War II as aiide to Governor-General Lord Tweedsmuir. Captured at Dunkirk, he dreamed of St. Andrews when he was in a German prison camp and bought a house there when he was freed. His last two novels, Geordie, and The Pillar, were written at St. Andrews. 
	The Rev. Henry Phipps Ross, a United States clergyman with inherited wealth, and Mrs. Ross, were so in love with St. Andrews that they insisted on being buried there. They left three hundred thousand dollars for the establishment of a library and museum at St. Andrews and a like amount for the district hospital. The Waycott trust, which maintains a public-health nurse, and the Harrington trust, which pays for Christmas parcels for the poor, were also set up by bequests from summer folks. Even crusty tycoons regard the town with misty-eyed sentiment. Men like Sir James Dunn provided the funds with which the Old Timers' Club was built at the head of the public wharf. They wanted aged natives to have a cozy spot to meet and talk and play cards. Now they've formed a habit of dropping in themselves to enjoy the companionship of retired mariners and fishermen, with whom they are on first name terms. 
	The summer folks have genuine affection for the natives and often show it with surprising gestures. When John Cadman Norris, St. Andrews' only Negro, was old and infirm an anonymous Montreal industrialist worried about the fact that "Caddy's" home lacked indoor plumbing. He hired a contractor to add an up-to-date bath room to the bungalow. Caddy drove a team of truck horses on weekdays and pumped the organ in the Anglican church on Sundays. When he died in August 1948 the flags on the Algonquin and on the fancy estates were flown at half-mast and the Hon. Marguerite Shaughnessy wrote a touching tribute which was published in the St. Croix Courier, the district weekly newspaper. A dozen millionaires were among those at the funeral. 
	So strong is the charm of St. Andrews that a lot of summer folks put roots down there and think of it as their adopted hometown rather than as a resort. Some of them, like Mrs. Redmond, Miss Shaughnessy, Sir. James and Lady Dunn, and David Walker now remain there all year. They take as much delight as the natives in the local legends and in the colorful characters of the past - characters like Dr. John Calef, Robert Pagan, La Coote, the Rev. Samuel Andrews and Christopher Scott. Calef and Pagan, like the other founders of St. Andrews. were United Empire Loyalists. Exiled from the U. S. after the American Revolution they settled at Penobscot, expecting that Penobscot would remain under the British flag. When Penobscot turned out to be Maine they sawed their houses into sections, moved them to St. Andrews by schooner, and nailed them together again. The year was 1783. Calef, a medical pioneer, inoculated five hundred of his fellow citizens against smallpox soon afterward, and was pleased that only three of them died. St. Andrews was just getting on its feet when Maine raised an outcry about the boundary line. The Treaty of Paris stipulated that the border at this point should be the river where Champlain wintered on an island in 1604. It was generally supposed that this river had been the St. Croix, but Maine contended that it was actually the Magaguadavic, thirty miles to the east. This would have placed St. Andrews within the U. S. But La Coote, a renegade French nobleman who had married an Indian, knew that Champlain had been on Dochets Island, in the St. Croix. He led Robert Pagan - a member of the New Brunswick Assembly, there and the two of them dug up a musket-ball, a metal spoon and a clay pitcher left by Champlain. This evidence kept St. Andrews in Canada.
	Samuel Andrews, an Anglican clergyman who had been persecuted in New England as a Tory, stole the royal coat of arms of Wallingford, Conn., because he didn't want it in the hands of rebels. He had it with him when he arrived at St. Andrews in 1786 and it hangs there today, in All Saints’ Church. Andrews lived on an island which has ever since been called Minister’s Island, and which is joined to St. Andrews by a sandbar that is exposed only at low tide. Every Sunday, with his wife behind him on a pillion, he crossed the bar on horseback to hold services.
	The Presbyterians had no church of their own and Andrews let them use his. Then, at a public dinner, a member of his flock who had imbibed too much Jamaica rum declared that the Presbyterians, being Scottish, were “too mean to build a church of their own.’’ Up sprang a furious Scot, Christopher Scott, from Greenock, sea captain and trader. He announced that the Presbyterians would have a church that would put that of the Anglicans to shame, a church just like that in Greenock—and he would pay for it himself. Greenock Presbyterian Church at St. Andrews, with the green oak of Greenock carved on its white façade, is now as quaint and attractive as any church in Canada.
	St. Andrews flourished in the first half of last century. At one stage its population reached six thousand, which made it one of the important centres in British North America. It had sawmills, shipyards and Canada’s first paper mill. Its fine natural harbor was busy with sailing vessels and it exported fish and lumber to the West Indies and Britain. John Wilson, who owned ships and mills, had a manor house surrounded by a deer park, and several other dwellings were almost as impressive.
	Like neighboring towns in both Maine and New Brunswick, St. Andrews refused to take part in the War of 1812, but the British constructed a series of wooden blockhouses there. Guns that shot twenty-pound balls were mounted on the walls, but none was ever fired and all the balls, much later, were lugged off as souvenirs by the tourists. The main effect of the war of 1812 on St. Andrews was that the community for the next fifty years had a British garrison whose dashing young officers were much admired by the local girls.
Henry Goldsmith, a nephew of poet Oliver, and a poet of sorts himself, drifted into the town in its early days with his wife and six children. He had decided to abandon literature and start a sawmill. He rented a shack for his family and went off to raise money for his enterprise. This took so long that Mrs. Goldsmith and the kids had nothing to eat but wild berries and clams they dug on the sand flats. Then Mrs. Mehetible Calef, the doctor’s wife, took them in. She must have been pretty tired of Goldsmiths by the time Henry reappeared. He had been gone six months. Henry never did get his mill going and he finally packed up his brood and sailed for England.
	Another oddity, whose real identity is still a mystery was Charles Joseph Briscoe. That, at least, was the name he used. He had no visible means of support but was seldom without funds. He rode through the streets of St. Andrews on a white horse, sitting in the saddle with royal dignity, and let it be known that royal blood flowed in his veins. When he died he left instructions that his private papers, which were in sealed envelopes, should be buried with him; then he wanted his grave opened in fifty years and the papers read by officials so that his identity would be revealed. There was great excitement the day the grave was opened, but the papers were so mildewed and faded nobody could decipher them. The only clue was an ivory miniature of King George IV. This prompted the theory that he was a son of George and Mrs. Fitzherbert, who were secretly married.
	St. Andrews hoped to be the chief Atlantic port of British North America and by 1835 John Wilson was proposing a railway to Quebec. He even imported laborers from Ireland to build it but his scheme failed. Saint John and Halifax, picked as the eastern terminals of the transcontinental railway lines, became the ports. Although a branch line was later run into St. Andrews, the town by then had begun to wither and its population was declining.
In the 1860s a number of its large houses were for sale for a song. Two were bought by Sir Charles Tupper and Sir Leonard Tilley, both Fathers of Confederation, as summer places. Tupper and Tilley were the forerunners of the summer folks.
	In 1888, when the future of St. Andrews looked bleak, Boston promoter named Cram organized the St. Andrews Land Company and a forgotten rhymester wrote:
Capitalists from Boston
Have said. "We'll buy the town.”
And millionaires from Calais
Have planked their money down.
	The St. Andrews Land Company, backed, as the verse suggests, by investors in Calais, Me., built The Inn, as the Algonquin was originally called. Then in 1890 two extraordinary met visited St. Andrews. One was William Cornelius Van Home (later Sir William), the other Thomas George Shaughnessy (later Lord Shaughnessy) —the second and third presidents of the CPR. They relaxed in the cool salt breezes of St. Andrews, were enchanted by the scenery, and resolved to make the place their personal playground.
	Van Home purchased Minister’s Island: Shaughnessy bought Fort Tipperary, the quarters of the British garrison. The CPR purchased The Inn, christened it the Algonquin Hotel and tacked two wings onto the building.
	On his island Van Home spent a fortune creating the most flamboyant and luxurious seaside haven in Canada. The mansion there is so big-you could easily get lost in it. The Indian rug in the living room is so heavy that eight strong men are needed to lift it. The granite fireplaces in the main rooms are fifteen or twenty feet wide and at either side of these are ornately carved Italian pillars, covered with gold leaf. In the living room there’s a grand piano fitted with a player attachment—Van Home liked to sit and pump the pedals while he gazed through the windows at his gardens.
	On all the walls there are huge pictures with gilt frames, at least half of them painted by Van Home, one of the most enthusiastic and prolific amateur artists this country ever had. His studio is still there, just as it was when he was alive, with his paints and brushes in a massive oak chest—an Italian antique which bears the date 1642.
	Van Home had boundless energy and seldom slept more than two or three hours. One night when entertaining friends he announced he intended to stay up and paint the moon shining on Passamaquoddy Bay. Next morning when they came down for breakfast the picture, finished and framed, was hanging in the dining room. It’s still there, four feet by five. Scooped out of solid rock on the island shore below a cliff is a swimming pool. 	A stone tower with a circular stairway rises to the top of the cliff. When Van Home died in 1915 his daughter Adeline, a huge jolly woman, summered at St. Andrews until her own death after World War II. Minister’s Island will be inherited by a great granddaughter of Sir William when she comes of age. Meanwhile it is rented each year to Thomas Mathis, a former New Jersey senator, and his brother-in-law Mr. Berry, a former judge, both of Toms River, N.J. They ban the sight-seers whom Adeline had always welcomed.
	The Shaughnessy estate, far more modest than the Van Home, is now the home of the Hon. Marguerite Shaughnessy. Shaughnessy retained part of Fort Tipperary, but tore down the officers’ quarters and barracks and built an impressive residence.
	As for the Algonquin, the hotel which was the pride and joy of Van Home and Shaughnessy, it operates only from June to September and has rarely shown a profit. The original structure was burned forty years ago and was replaced by a much more elaborate and fireproof building, to which there have since been additions.
	The rates at the Algonquin are steep, up to twenty dollars a day. But, at the height of the season, it has to turn business away and, according to the manager, Pat Fitt, the guests stay longer than at any other hotel in Canada. The regulars who come year after year generally remain for six weeks or two months.
	The hotel’s Sunday evening buffet suppers are a St. Andrews institution and draw most of the social set. The wives of the rich appear sparkling with diamonds and decked out in the more expensive creations of Dior, Fath and Schiaparelli.
	Algonquin guests swim in Katy’s Cove, an arm of Passamaquoddy locked in by a dam. There, the notoriously cold water of Passamaquoddy is heated by the sun, and a string orchestra serenades the bathers. Besides the Algonquin and the Commodore, St. Andrews has smaller places like Forest Lodge, a spacious homestead converted into an inn.
The vacation trade is the town’s economic mainstay. The rich employ more than a hundred hedge trimmers, gardeners and handymen, keep the Algonquin humming, and spend so freely that the sales volume of the merchants doubles in July and August. And thousands of tourists who aren’t rich flock to St. Andrew's to have a look at the celebrities and peep through the cedar hedges at the mansions. Most of the notables discourage them with icy stares and no-trespassing signs, but Senator Cairine Wilson likes to see the visitors have fun. She leaves the gates of Clibrig open. Her estate has two miles of drives which wind through rows of tall trees past gardens, orchards and duck ponds.
	The shops of St. Andrews aren’t striking from the outside but, in a way, they are a tourist attraction too. O’Neill’s grocery store, which dates from 1823 and is called the Modem Food Market, is a case in point. It displays delicacies from all parts of the world—Dutch meats, French truffles, Russian caviar, green turtle soup from the West Indies flavored with Spanish wine, orange-blossom honey from Florida, ravioli from Italy, cheeses from half a dozen countries, and everything imaginable to mix or eat with drinks.
	A few doors away at Cockburn’s drugstore there are shelves of costly and exotic perfumes—not the kind usually stocked for a community of fourteen hundred.
	Fraser Keay, the mayor of St. Andrews, and Jack Stickney both have China stores with plates priced up to fifty-five dollars apiece and dinner sets priced up to two thousand dollars. Stickney’s shop was started by a relative who wore, on special occasions, a silver suit. For extra-special occasions, he had a gold suit. Among the summer folks of his day was Charles Bonaparte, great-grandnephew of Napoleon, and they vied with each other in sartorial in splendor. Charles had a white umbrella.
	Another St. Andrews store keeps scores of farm women in funds. It’s the Charlotte County Cottage Craft, an organization run by Kent and Bill Ross. They took it over in 1945 from Miss Grace Helen Mowat, who launched it thirty-five years ago with capital of ten dollars. She revived weaving and other handicrafts among farm wives, supplying them with designs and raw materials and paying them for their finished work. Today it is a thriving enterprise. Grace Mowat, who has had two books published, is one of St. Andrews’ three authors, the others being David Walker and Guy Murchie. St. Andrews also has more than its share of scientists for it’s the site of the chief fisheries biological station on the Canadian Atlantic coast, with a permanent staff of twenty-five biologists.
	Another of the little town’s claims to fame is that it is the biggest lobster shipping centre in North America. Conley’s Lobsters Ltd. founded more than a half a century ago by Edward Conley, who is now in his eighties, buys about six million pounds of live lobsters a year and expresses them as far away as the Pacific coast. Most of the hotels, restaurants and night clubs in Canada and the U.S. serve Conley lobsters.
	In the summer in St. Andrews the natives are too busy catering to vacationists to enjoy the weather or the scenery, but in winter, when the Algonquin and all but a handful of the mansions are shuttered and empty, they relax, and groups like the St. Andrews Music, Art and Drama Club come to life. This club won the award for the best costumes in the 1952 National Drama Festival.
	The natives prefer the winter. “Summer folks,” one of them explains, “are wonderful people. They’re our bread and butter. But the kind we get here can pay for service and want a lot of it —and giving service can tire you out.”
The late Jack Ross, a barber, used to close the season a bit early—unofficially, of course. By mid-August he’d start sitting outside on the steps of his shop, trying to look as though he didn’t know the difference between clippers and a mowing machine. If a stranger asked him when the barber would be in he’d shrug unhappily.
	“I couldn’t say." he’d reply. “That fellow’s so darned unreliable you can’t depend on him at all.” 

St. Croix Courier
July 10, 1952
Senator and Mrs. Mathias and Judge Berry [wife deceased?] of Tom’s River, New Jersey, arrived Sunday to spend the summer on Covenhoven, on Van Horne’s Island.

St. Croix Courier
Aug 20, 1953
Cottage Directory
Senator Mathias, Judge Barry [sic], Coven Hoven, Van Horne’s Estate, Minister’s Island.

St. Croix Courier
July 8/1954
2 Men Drown at Bar Road near St. Andrews
A gravel bar used as a roadway during ebb tide in St. Andrews, and possibly not known too well by visitors, was the scene of a double drowning early Tuesday morning. The road, sometimes covered total by tide water, is known as the Bar Road, leading to Minister’s Island.
	The victims are Daryl W. Morton, 24, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Morton, Sussex, and Albert Francis Boutilier, 30, of Glace Bay, a gunner with the 4th Royal Canadian Horse Artillery Regiment stationed at Camp Utopia. Morton, a lineman for the New Brunswick Telephone Company out of Bathurst, was on the second day of his vacation when the mishap occurred. He had visited a few days with his brother Arnold in St. George.
	It is thought that after the car in which the men were driving became caught in the tide, and they attempted to swim or wade ashore. Hiram Libby, Chamcook, noticed the car first and went by boat to find the vehicle abandoned. This was about 2:15 am. The bodies were recovered mid-morning about eight hours after their car became stalled and submerged. They were found some 300 feet from the car in a shoreward direction after the tide had receded on the flats.
	Coroner Dr. E. A. Stewart, SG, ruled that no inquest would be necessary, St. Andrews detachment RCMP investigated.
	Besides his brother Arnold, SG, who is employed on Deer Island, Mr. Morton is survived by his parents, brother Roy and Robert , Sussex, a sister Joan; his wife and young daughter Deborah.
	The bodies were brought from St. Andrews to Macdonald’s funeral home Marks St. St. Stephen and later sent to their respective homes.

St. Croix Courier
April 28/1955
David Walker to receive hon. doctorate UNew Brunswick.
Entire herd of cattle at Covenhoven to be auctioned off, ending era. Next Thursday will see the sale by auction of the entire herd of dairy cattle at the Covenhoven farm on Minister’s Island and with that will end an institution that began when Sir William Van Horne, brought the first Dutch belted stock direct from Holland to St. Andrews. The Dutch belted have long since disappeared from the scene to be replaced by a high-class herd of Ayrshires. Seventh-seven head of cattle will be sold and this sale will remove a fine milk producing until from this area as well as one of the famous showplaces of Charlotte County.

St. Croix Courier
Nov 19, 1959
James R. Oastler dies in Manitoba. James Rogers Oastler, one-time St. Andrews resident, who was manager of the farm at the Sir William Van Horne estate, has died in East Selkirk, Manitoba, at the age of 88. He was buried in the cemetery here.
	Born in Perry Sound, ON, Mr. Oastler graduated from the Ontario Agricultural College in 1871 and later moved to Manitoba. Subsequently he spent 3 years in Crookston, Minnesota, as livesto9ck manager at the Minnesota Experimental Station.
	He came to St. Andrews in 1905 and remained here until 1912, when he was transferred to East Selkirk to manage the Van Horne farm there.
	Always actively interested in Church work, Mr. Oastler was at one time an elder of Greenock Kirk here. He was also Grandmaster at the Masonic Lodge here.
	He is survived by his wife, two daughters, Marguerite, Mrs. W. W. Buchanan, and Helen, Mrs. Armour Warwick, both of Ottawa, and seven grandchildren.

Courier
Nov 19, 1959
Word has been received here of the death of James Oastler, a former resident of St. Andrews, at East Selkirk, Manitoba. His wife is the former Miss Beatrice Andrews, of Minister’s Island. The funeral took place in East Selkirk and the committal service was at the rural cemetery here.

Telegraph Journal
Dec 17, 1959
Minister’s Island in Passamaquoddy Bay Sold to US Group
New Owners Plan Developing Site for Resort Area
St. Andrews—Minister’s Island, a 400-acre property in Passamaquoddy Bay about one mile from St. Andrews on the mainland, has been sold to a group of United States businessmen from Columbus, Ohio.
	Announcement of the sale was made by the real estate firm of Van Horne Corporation Limited, which said the new owners planned to develop the island as a exclusive resort area. The sale price was not announced.
	The Island was previously owned by Sanzennon Co. Limited, a Quebec corporation controlled by the estate of the late Sir William Van Horne, president and builder of the CPR.
	At present, there are more than a dozen buildings on the property, including the main 26-room residence, complete with 16 fireplaces, many oil paintings and antique furniture collected by Sir William Van Horne. In addition, there is a modern farm supporting 70 head of cattle.
	The new owners plan to develop the island as a resort property to be called Van Horne Island Club Ltd. President of the Club will be Lester Rausch of Columbus, Ohio. Vice-president will be J. C. Van Horne, MP, of Campbellton (no relation to the original owner).
	The main residence will be converted into a guest house, and among other things, it is planned to establish a 9-hole golf course and a landing strip for light aircraft.
	At present the Island is accessible by motorboat or by a causeway extending from the mainland, which can be travelled for 6 hours each day when the tide is out, but which is under water when the tide rises.
	It is understood the farm property will be maintained, and the residential area will be divided into 350 building lots to develop as an exclusive resort area.

Winnipeg Free Press
June 4, 1960 Page 20
Woman, 28, Accused of Murder
St. Jerome, Quebec. (CP)
Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary, 28, the great grand-daughter of Sir William Van Horne, Friday was charged with murder in the rifle-slaying of a man at a drinking party in her Laurentian home May 16. Judge Omer Cote set preliminary hearing for Monday.
	The victim, Clifford Bruce Bridger, 33, was shot with a .22 caliber rifle after he and another man accepted Mrs. Weary’s invitation for a round of drinks in her home at Ste. Adele, 45 miles north of Montreal.
	The twice-married Mrs. Weary’s great-grandfather was the first general manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway. She was divorced from her first husband and is estranged from her second, Martin T. Weary.

Husband in Court
The 30-year-old estranged husband is also before the court, charged with assaulting photographer Marvin L. Aitken, 26, who was with Bridger at the time of the shooting. He faced trial July 19.
	As Mrs. Weary was being led from the courtroom to a cell pending Monday’s hearing, she said: “Isn’t it awful, Martin and I having to appear in the same court. And we aren’t speaking either.”
	At a coroner’s inquest earlier this week, when a jury found Mrs. Weary criminally responsible for Bridger’s death, she testified she fired the shot accidentally.

Says She Slipped
She said she slipped when she went out to the balcony of her home to investigate a noise and the rifle discharged. Mrs. Weary said she had borrowed the rifle for protection against prowlers who had been lurking near the house for some weeks.
	As a 17-year-old before her first marriage, Mrs. Weary was the object of a month-long search after her grandparents in Montreal reported her missing. She had stayed with them after the death of her parents.

Montreal Star
May 17, 1960
Man Killed in Gunplay in Ste. Adele
A young woman is in Montreal General Hospital following a shooting at her Ste. Adele home last night in which a man was killed.
	Detective Inspector Maurice Valiquette of the Provincial Police said Mrs. Beverley Weary, 27, of 52 Montreux Avenue, Ste. Adele, was receiving treatment for shock.
	The dead man has been identified as Clifford Bruce Bridger, 32, of St. Adele, formerly of the Lake St. Denis RCAF base at St. Adolphe de Howard, Que. Detective Sgt. Arthur Gagnon and Michael Deltorquio, who investigated the shooting said it apparently occurred following a social evening with friends at the young woman’s home. They took possession of the weapon, a .22 caliber rifle.
	Insp. Valiquette said three men, including the victim, had been sitting on the verandah, of Mrs. Weary’s home. ˇThe single shot was fired about 11 pm. Coroner Dr. J. Taillon, of St. Jerome, who performed an autopsy at Ste. Adele today, said the bullet had pierced Bridger’s left arm, entered his side, and lodged in his heart.

Montreal Star
June 3, 1960
Murder Charge Laid in Rifle Shooting
William Wardwell
Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary was charged in St. Jerome today with the rifle-murder of Clifford Bruce Bridger, at her Ste. Adele home during a drinking party May 16. The charge appeared to stun the 28-year-old divorcee, who is now estranged from her second husband.
	Defense counsel Fred Kaufman told Judge Omer Cote that “we are distressed by the charge of murder in view of the evidence made at the inquest.” He asked for an early preliminary inquiry Judge Cote set it for Monday and Crown Prosecutor Lucien Thinel, QC, said he saw no reason why it shouldn’t proceed on that date.
	Mrs. Weary and husband Martin Clarence Weary, 30, sat 20 feet apart in the courtroom and both as accused. Weary, however, is free pending trial on a charge of assaulting Marvin L. Aitken, 26-year-old Ste. Adele photographer, at the Weary rented home on Ste. Adele’s Montreux Avenue April 29.
	As she was escorted from the courtroom to a jail cell pending Monday’s hearing Mrs. Weary emitted a semi-hysterical laugh and said: “Isn’t it awful, Martin and I having to appear in the same court. And we aren’t speaking either.”
	Weary’s trial was postponed to July 19 at the suggestion of Mr. Thinel, who told the court Mrs. Weary was a star witness in that case but that it shouldn’t proceed today in view of her plight.
	According to police, Aitken alleges that Weary hit him and threw him out of the house. Aitken was one of the witnesses at the inquest into Bridger’s death. Bridger, who lived in Ste. Adele after serving with the air force at St. Adolphe de Howard, Quebec, was killed by a .22 bullet that struck him in the left arm and heart.
	Mrs. Weary became hysterical after the shooting and spent a week in hospital, most of the time under sedation. Wearing a dark grey suit, white blouse tied at the throat and a feathery little hat, she stood quietly before the judge today except for a startled look when the word “murder” came from the charge read by the court clerk. Prothonotary Jean Charles Marchand. “You are accused of having on or about May 16th, 1960,” he intoned, “illegally caused the death of a human being, namely Clifford Bridger, thereby committing murder.”
	At the preliminary inquiry Monday the Crown’s task will be to make a prima facie case, upon which the court will decide whether to commit in trial and on what count. Bail is rarely granted in murder cases but generally set in manslaughter.
	Mrs. Weary sat impassively for a half hour in the well filled courtroom before her name was called. Her husband’s case was called before hers. He stayed on until she was arraigned, looking at her several times. She gave him two long looks, both as detached as those with which she examined the other spectators and the courtroom furniture.

Montreal Star
June 4, 1960
Woman Remanded in Rifle Shooting
By William Wardwell
Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary was remanded at St. Jerome today to June 13 for judgement on whether she is to be committed for murder or a lesser charge in the rifle slaying of Clifford Bruce Bridger at her Ste. Adele home May 16. Judge Camille de Martigny set the date after a preliminary inquiry into the murder charge, at which one witness was heard. The rest of the evidence—on consent of the prosecution and defense—consists of the depositions of eight witnesses at inquest into the death of Bridger, 33.
	Mrs. Weary, 28, sat quietly through today’s proceeding. The only witness was Marvin L. Aitken, 26, a Ste. Adele photographer, who testified that on May 15 Mrs. Weary asked him to lend her a rifle “to give her a feeling of security in the house.” He testified he met her at the St. Germain Hotel at about 9 pm that day. “We stayed there for a few hours until around 12 or 12:30. We had a few drinks.” He said that afterwards he went to Mrs. Weary’s home with her and that she asked for the rifle while they were chatting. “She was in the mood to talk,” Aitken testified. “I’d been working late the previous few nights. I fell asleep on the chesterfield and woke up at 10 o’clock in the morning. At first I didn’t want to give her the rifle but she insisted. I went home about 11:30 and sent the rifle back by taxi. I wrapped it in heavy brown paper.”
	Aitken testified that he sent along with the unloaded .22 caliber rifle eight or nine cartridges. He said he got a call from her around 3 o’clock that afternoon inviting him over. He stayed on and during the evening a man named Fred Lane turned up with Bridger. “Everybody had some drinks. we had a few beers. We sat around and talked. The conversation was general. The man who came (Bridger) was a stranger. I’d only met him by his first name Bruce.”
	Aitken said there were five or six people in the house and that finally he and Bridger went outside on the balcony for some air because the house was getting pretty smoky.” He said it was around 10 pm when Bridger went inside, to emerge within a few minutes and tell him (Aitken): “Come in and have a drink.”
	Said Aitken, “Just about that time there was a shot. Bridger put his hand on his chest. He staggered and fell against the balcony rail. “I thought he was maybe sick from too much drinking, but when I turned him over I saw the blood. I ran into the kitchen and almost ran into Mrs. Weary.” Aitken was asked by crown prosecutor Lucien Thinel, QC, where the rifle was at that time. He replied that he believed Mrs. Weary had it. He said he asked her “What happened? What did he do?”
	Witness said Mrs. Weary didn’t seem to understand. He said he told her Bridger had been shot and that she said “Don’t be crazy. What are you talking about?” Aitken said he also told Lane what had happened and that he wouldn’t believe it either. “I had to pull him outside by the arm.”
	After Mrs. Weary saw the victim, Aitken said, she became in a state of shock and started to get “a bit hysterical.” He testified he next saw the rifle on the bed in Mrs. Weary’s room. He opened it and removed a spent shell which he put in an ash tray. “I put the rifle out of her sight in a cupboard. Seeing the rifle seemed to affect her.”
	There was no cross-examination of Aitken by defense counsel Joseph Cohen. Fred Kaufman or Emmet Kietars.
	Mr. Cohen contended that Judge de Martigny would be unable to commit on the murder charge. “Your Lordship would have to find an intent to kill or an intent to would with recklessness as to whether death ensued. I believe you will not find a title of evidence of intent.”
	Mr. Cohen contended that from the evidence the incident was more mishap. No motive had come from any of the evidence Bridger was a stranger in the home. The testimony at the inquest was not before the court of preliminary inquiry but we may file it late and we will find it bears out what I say.”
	Prosecutor Thinel said that in law people bear the responsibility for acts they commit. “Events of that day certainly justifies the charge of murder as laid,” he said of Mrs. Weary. “A rifle and shells were delivered. Subsequently a shot was fired and someone was killed. There is a continuity in the events of those two days. Mrs. Weary is estranged from her second husband. She has two children by a first marriage which ended in divorce. Her rented home is on Ste. Adele’s Montreux Street, where she had been living with her children and a housekeeper. She is being held at the St. Jerome jail. Her husband awaits trial next month on a charge of assaulting Aitken at her home in April.

Winnipeg Free Press
June 14, 1960
Reduced Charge for Heiress
St. Jerome, Quebec (CP)
Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary, 28-year-old heiress to a railroad fortune, today was committed for October trial on a reduced charge of manslaughter arising from the May 16 rifle slaying of Clifford Bruce Bridger, 33.
	Judge Camille de Martigny set fail at $5,000 cash and two bonds.
	At an earlier hearing Mrs. Weary had been charged with murder.
	Judge de Martigny said today his review of the evidence disclosed “neither a suspicion nor an iota” of proof or murder.
	Manslaughter carried a maximum penalty of life imprisonment. The next Terrebonne County assizes are scheduled to open October 4.
	Bridger was fatally struck by a .22 caliber rifle bullet after he and two other men had accepted Mrs. Weary’s invitation to drop in for a drink at her home in Ste. Adele, 45 miles north of Montreal.
	Mrs. Weary is the great grand-daughter of the late Sir William Van Horne, first general manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Montreal Star
Nov 16, 1960
Mrs. Weary Trial
Physician Testifies Woman Hysterical Following Shooting
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome—Nov 16—Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary became extremely hysterical when told Clifford Bruce Bridger was dead, her doctor testified today. Dr. Louis Normand Vermette recalled for a court of Queen’s Bench jury events of last May 16 when Bridger was shot with a .22 caliber rifle on a side balcony of Mrs. Weary’s seven-room St. Adele home. He said that Mrs. Weary, who pleaded not guilty in a charge of manslaughter, called him at 10:45 at his office in Ste. Adele and said, “Hurry up, a man is dying.”
	Dr. Vermette said he arrived a few minutes later and established that Bridger, 33, and ex-member of the RCAF, was dead. “I noticed then the normal reaction of a woman in a case of death,” he added. “She became extremely hysterical.” “She kept repeating that this couldn’t happen in her home and kept crying and running about.”
	The doctor said he then gave her a sedative and she fell asleep in a few moments. He added that he returned to Mrs. Weary’s home at 3 am hen called there by provincial homicide detectives.
	Yesterday, the Crown declared it would attempt to prove that Bridger, who is survived by his wife and a child, died as a result of an act of criminal negligence.
	Dr. Jean Marie Roussel, Provincial medical legal expert, testified yesterday that Bridger was killed by a single .22 caliber bullet that punctuated the lungs and aorta—main heart muscle. He said Bridger died “very rapidly” after the shot was fired. The bullet, he added, travelled on a “horizontal plane” through the victim’s left arm and the chest, or “parallel to his shoulders while in a standing position.”
	Dr. Roussel said the rifle, one of the main exhibits before Mr. Justice Georges Reid, in Court of Queen’s Bench, from which the bullet was fired, could not have gone off without exerting “normal pressure” on the trigger. Test, he added, indicated that the weapon could not go off by a sudden jar such as falling on the floor. Crown Prosecutor Raymond Raymond, QC, outlined what he termed a “sad case of culpable homicide.” “The Crown intends to try to prove the accused did not have full control over her faculties,” the night the victim was killed and the in fact quite of lot of liquor was consumed.”
	Mr. Justice Reid rejected two objections from defense lawyers Joseph Cohen, QC, and Fred Kaufman, based on what they called an irregularity in the indictment and in the prior procedures of preliminary hearings and voluntary statement of Mrs. Weary.

Montreal Star
Nov 17, 1960
Thriller-style Statement Describes St. Adele Shooting
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome, Nov. 17
A 2,000 word statement written by Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary, which declares that the shooting of Clifford Bruce Bridger, 33, at her St. Adele home was an accident, was the main evidence before a Court of Queen’s Bench jury here today.
	 A 10-page hand written document, in prose not unlike parts of a paperback detective “thriller, read aloud, climaxed yesterday’s proceedings in the manslaughter trial of the 28-year-old railroad heiress. Mrs. Weary wrote the piece on the bench of her cell at Provincial Police headquarters in Montreal on May 20, two days after Bridger, a member of the RCAF, died on the balcony of her St. Adele home from a .22 cal. bullet during the course of a drinking party.
	The statement, produced by Crown Prosecutor Raymond Raymond, QC, and Fernand Legault, was allowed for the jury’s consideration by Mr. Justice Georges Reid after defense lawyer Joseph Cohen, QC, and Fred Kaufman made no objection.
	Cross examination of Crown witnesses, detectives and police matrons, indicated that Mrs. Weary wrote it voluntarily and in the spirit of one—according to one witness—wanting to “write the story of her life.”
	Mrs. Weary’s story starts with the departure of her husband Martin C. Weary on Jan.1, 1960, and the fact that she then lived along with her two children of her first marriage. She then rented her husband’s room to Marvin R. Aitken, a photographer of St. Adele. She says that Martin Weary forced his way into her house on April 21, knocked her out, and threatened nursemaid, Mrs. Marguerite Paquette, and Aitken. The rest of the statement covers a number of weeks and includes hiring by Mrs. Weary of a private detective as guard, telephone threats received, arrest of her husband on a charge of assault on a warrant sworn out by Aitken and other incidents.
	Among the latter, the loosening of the left front wheel of the car of her lawyer, Paul Gelinas, of St. Agathe, while on his way to her husband’s assault hearing; flat tires on her own car and a broken steering mechanism; flat tires on Mrs. Paquette’s car, and the fact that “I heard prowlers around the house.”
	On a Sunday shortly before the fatal shooting on May 16, Mrs. Weary’s statement reads that she met Aitken (who had by now ceased to be a lodger) “Quite by accident” and that she asked him to come home with her, which he did. When he left the next day, she asked him to send her one of his rifles by taxi. She received the rifle the same morning, loaded it, and put it in her bedroom cupboard and then “drank beer till noon.” Others who came to the house that day, May 16, included Marvin Aitken, Ted (Shady) Lane, her lawyer, Mr. Gelinas, and Mr. Bridger. Mrs. Joyce Elfstrom had been her guest for some time.
	It was “Shady,” she says, who brought Bridger, whom she had never met before and “didn’t know his last name” but who was “intelligent, amicable and had a good sense of humor.” “We made a date to get together again.”
	Her lawyer, who “doesn’t drink,” left the party. She said that while Bridger drank “very stiff” rum and cokes and she and Aitken drank beer, an argument developed between Aitken and Bridger. They left her bedroom for the veranda. She claims that she heard a car drive up and hoped it “wasn’t Joyce’s boyfriend” and took the gun and “went to see.” While going out onto the veranda, wet from rain, in her stocking feet, she slipped and she heard the rifle go off. The next thing she knew, her statement says, is that Aitken told her Bridger had been shot.
	Aitken, 27, photographer now living at 4552 Courtral street, Montreal, a friend of Mrs. Weary’s, testified today that he was sitting five feet from Bridger on the balcony of Mrs. Weary’s home when the victim collapsed. Aitken said he had heard a sound that he realized later must have been a shot although it was “not very loud.” The witness said he couldn’t believe at first that anything serious had happened and he shook Bridger and said “come on, quite fooling.” He said that Bridger had been in a standing position when shot. Aitken said then he rushed in through the kitchen door where he came face to face with Mrs. Weary who had the rifle, which he had loaned her earlier that day because she was afraid of prowlers, in her right hand.
	Aitken said he told Mrs. Weary that “something has happened to Bruce. I think he is shot.” He said Mrs. Weary’s reaction was one of disbelief. She said, “What are you talking about?”

Montreal Star
Nov 18, 1960
Manslaughter Case
Mrs. Weary Trial Witness Recalls Night of Shooting
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome, Nov. 18—The only person who appeared to have had a lot to drink on May 16, the night that Clifford Bruce Bridger was killed by a .22 caliber bullet at the home of Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary in St. Adele, was the victim, Mrs. Weary’s housekeeper testified today.
	The housekeeper, Mrs. Marguerite Paquette, 48, and Bridger, 33, an RCAF radar man at nearby Lac St. Denis, who died of a single bullet through the chest “has many drinks.”
	Testimony of Mrs. Paquette, a servant of Mrs. Weary for three years, backed up previous testimony that Bridger drank “stiff rums” while most of the other guests including Mrs. Weary, restrained their activities during the party, to beer or ale.
	Mrs. Paquette said that shortly before she heard a shot she saw Mrs. Weary carry the rifle by her right hand at the barrel and through the living room. At the time she was watching a television program entitled “History of Amour” and paid little attention. Nor was she surprised she said when she heard the shot. Mrs. Paquette said that Mrs. Weary previously had one or two rifles and sometimes shot out of the rear window into the ground “as there were no houses on that side.” The housekeeper declared she paid little attention to the carrying of the rifle by the accused or the subsequent shot because “my mistress is an intelligent woman” and not apt to do anything unusual.
	Joseph Cohen, QC, acting for the defense, made his first cross examination of a witness today since the trial started on Tuesday when he asked Mrs. Paquette whether Mrs. Weary was left or right-handed. It turned out Mrs. Weary was left-handed. All witnesses have said that Mrs. Weary had the rifle in her right hand a few moments after the shooting. One of yesterday’s witnesses, Mrs. Joyce Elfstrom, 39, said in Court of Queen’s Bench here that Mrs. Weary borrowed the rifle to scare off prowlers. Mrs. Elfstrom, who said she had been spending the weekend at the cottage declared they both had consumed a “few beers” during the day and evening but that the accused “never appeared to be intoxicated.”
	She said she had been on the telephone at the time, around 9 pm, when she heard a noise that she later declared must have been the shot which dropped Bridger, a member of the RCAF who had been posted at a radar station at Lac St. Denis.
	Earlier testimony showed that Bridger was standing in a corner of the verandah, eight feet from the kitchen door, talking to Marvin R. Aitken, 27, former Ste. Adele photographer now living at 4552 Courtral street, Montreal, when the bullet sliced through his heart and lungs in a line parallel to his shoulders. Aitken, who rented a room in the cottage after Mrs. Weary’s husband left her on Jan.1, also testified that he heard a shot but did not connect it at first to the sudden collapse of Bridger. Aitken said it was he who sent the rifle to Mrs. Weary that morning, by taxi on “her insistence.” He also sent along eight or 10 cartridges. 
	After Bridger fell on the floor and he tried to raise him, Aitken said he ran in the kitchen door where he met Mrs. Weary with the rifle in her right hand. The accused showed disbelief when he told her that “Bruce had been shot,” he said. Aitken then said he went to Edward Thomas (Shady) Lane, 36, of Shawbridge, who had brought Bridger to the house, who was chatting in the living room but “he didn’t believe me” He finally pulled Lane by the arm and brought him out to the verandah.
	He said he then called a doctor but later found this already had been done apparently by Mrs. Weary and took an empty shell out of the rifle and put it in a clothes cupboard “since it seemed to upset Mrs. Weary who was hysterical.” Lane, who according to Mrs. Weary’s 3,000 word written declaration “flaked out” twice during the evening, testified that he noticed the accused carrying the rifle around the living room at one point before the shooting but “didn’t pay much attention.”
	Under cross examination by Crown Prosecutors, Fernand Legault, QC, and Raymond Raymond, Lane, who worked in a Ste. Adele store which sells boats and engines, remembered that it was he who sold the rifle to Aitken “about a month before.”
	“Did you notice whether or not the rifle was loaded?” asked Mr. Legault. “I wouldn’t even know if it was loaded by looking at it,” said Lane, “though perhaps I should.” Lane said Bridger was in his store during the afternoon when Mrs. Weary phoned and invited him to the party. While he was talking to other customers on the phone, Bridger “whom Mrs. Weary had never met” got on the phone and the upshot was that he was invited to the house also.”	
	Both Lane and Bridger travelled to the Weary cottage in Bridger’s car. It was only a few moments after the shooting that Lane said he took his coat and left. He walked almost a mile to the store to pick up his truck, he said. In the early hours of May 17, after arrival of police. He was asked to return, he said.
	Mrs. Elfstrom also left somewhat abruptly after the shooting, but this was because her taxi, from Montreal, was waiting, and the housekeeper told her that “I might as well leave since there was nothing more to be done.”	
	She testified that she saw Mrs. Weary tear strips of clothing and attempt to try to put a tourniquet on Bridger’s arm. “We all seemed to think it was only a slight wound,” she said. Mrs. Elfstrom said she stopped at a hotel for a drink and decided to return to the house to see if everything was all right.”
	At the house, she was told to stay there by police. Mrs. Weary’s police statement, written three days later in a call at Provincial Place headquarters, declared that she had been plagued with phone calls and that her car and the cars of her lawyers and friends had been tampered with prior to the shooting.

Montreal Star
November 19, 1960
Mrs. Weary’s Manslaughter Trial
Sabotaging of Autos was Shooting Prelude
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome, Quebec Nov. 19.
Attempt to sabotage the autos of Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary and two of her guests, nine days before the shooting of Clifford Bruce Bridger in Ste. Adele last May 16, climaxed testimony at the manslaughter trial yesterday of the 28-year-old railway heiress. Leopold Piccard, former Ste. Adele chief of police, testified that “somebody had cut the brake oil line” of Mrs. Weary’s car around May 7. Other complaints he had investigated involved loosening of a front wheel of her auto, tampering with steering mechanism and the fact air was let out of tires of two cars, parked opposite her house.
	Mrs. Weary, 28, mother of two young girls of her first husband, and whose second husband Martin C. Weary, left her last Jan.1, is charged with culpable negligence in the death of Bridger, an RCAF radar man, stationed at nearby Lac St. Denis. Evidence before the Court of Queen’s bench jury and Mrs. Justice George Raid is to the effect that Mrs. Weary borrowed a single shot .22 caliber rifle the morning of May 16 because she feared prowlers. Mr. Piccard said hi police records showed that investigations were made concerning a number of “strange cars” driving in the vicinity of Mrs. Weary’s home and that on two occasion she went to a local garage to examine her car. In one case, the brake line had been cut and in another marks on the left front wheel indicated the wheel had been loosened, he said. In other case, the car of her lawyer, Paul Gelinas, of Ste. Agathe had two flat tires. The air had been let out of the tires, he said, on one side,—the side of the car where somebody would be concealed from Mrs. Weary’s house. Another investigation, he said, was identical except that it involved the car of the son of Mrs. Weary’s 58-year-old housekeeper, Mrs. Marguerite Paquette. Despite investigations no one was arrested, said former chief. The defense, yesterday, by Joseph Cohen, QC, and Fred Kaufman, after three days . . . “no questions” and . . . somnolence, suddenly came . . . life and established that . . . Weary was a left hander.
	Previously, all eye-witnesses declared that Mrs. Weary held the rifle in her right hand . . inside the kitchen door of . . . Lakeside duplex, moments after Bridger was shot. This development . . . Crown Prosecutor Raymond Raymond and Fernand Legault, QC, into a huddle, but nothing . . . before came in cross examination of . . . to throw light on whatever significance it had. Mrs. Weary’s 3,000 word statement to police said she tripped on the sill of the kitchen door and slipped on the wet verandah while carrying the loaded rifle. She grabbed at the swing door on her left for support when the rifle is alleged to have gone off. All previous evidence placed Bridger eight feet to the left of the kitchen door, (left of the kitchen going from inside out into the veranda.

Montreal Star
Nov 21, 1960
Judge Turns Down bid for Directed Verdict
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome, Nov. 21
A defense motion that the Court of Queen’s Bench here give a directed verdict to the jury hearing the manslaughter trial of Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary was turned down today. The motion came from Joseph Cohen, QC, aided by Fred Kaufman after the Crown declared the case closed before Mr. Justice Georges Reid.
	The Court adjourned until 10:15 am tomorrow when the Crown will address the Jury, followed by the defence. Mr. Justice Reid will then make his remarks.
	While Mr. Cohen argued in law in support of his motion, the jury retired from the Courtroom, which is customary. The court freed the 12 talesmen until tomorrow on their usual oath that they will not discuss the case with anyone save their fellow jurors. Mrs. Weary is charged with criminal negligence in the rifle slaying of Clifford Bridger, 34, RCAF radar man at Lac St. Denis. The incident occurred during a drinking party at Mrs. Weary's lakeside home in Ste. Adele last May 16. The Crown has contended that Mrs. Weary did not have full control of her faculties as a result of drinking when Bridger was shot while standing on her balcony. The defense claims the shooting was an accident, plain and simple. Mr. Cohen said his motion, one rarely invoked, arises from the Common Law and is “not a motion of non-suit.” IN effect it would have meant that the Court direct the jury to find the accused not guilty.
	All Crown witnesses have testified since the trial started last Tuesday that Mrs. Weary was normal and perhaps “gay and pepped up” the night of the shooting. Mrs. Weary’s own statement given to police says she felt “somewhat mellow” and sleepy from a “few beers.” At the close of today’s session the defense declared that it would call no witnesses. Crown prosecutors Fernand Legault, QC, and Raymond Raymond noted they would address the jury first tomorrow.

Montreal Star
November 22, 1960
Mrs. Weary Trial Nears Completion
By Brian Upton
St., Jerome, Nov. 22
The jury is expected to start weighing evidence later today after six full days of testimony in the manslaughter trial of Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary in connection with the rifle slaying of an RCAF radar man in her Ste. Adele house May 16. Mrs. Justice Georges Reid will charge the jury this afternoon. Both the Crown, led by Raymond Raymond and Fernand Legault QC, and the defense represented by Joseph Cohen QC and Fred Kaufman ended lengthy addresses shortly before 1 pm. Mr. Raymond asked the jury to bring in a verdict of guilty because the charge that of “wanton misconduct” was provided. There was criminal negligence, he said, by the fact Mrs. Weary carried a loaded cocked rifle around in a house full of people. “This showed reckless disregard for the safety of the lives of others, he said, and resulted in the death of Clifford Bruce Bridger, and RCAF member station at Lac St. Denis near Morin Heights.
	 Mrs. Raymond said it was immaterial whether the accused was drunk or sober or as to exactly how the gun went off. He said what was important was that she had a gun in her house in the first place despite the fact that Ste. Adele has a police force of three men equipped with a radio car and there were three male guests in the house. Mr. Raymond’s reference was to the claim Mrs. Weary had made in a statement to the police that she feared prowlers and that shortly before Bridger was shot she thought she heard a noise and went out to look with the gun in her hands. what was strange, he said, was that none of the other guests in the house appeared to have been disturbed by whatever noise Mrs. Weary said she had heard.

Montreal Star
Nov 23, 1960
Jury find Mrs. Weary Not Guilty
By Brian Upton
St. Jerome, Nov. 23
A verdict of not guilty of manslaughter was brought in at 11:07 am today by a 12-man jury in Court of Queen’s Bench in the case of Mrs. Beverley Ann Weary, 28. The verdict was handed down by foreman Guy Kirby after he and the other jurymen deliberated for seven hours yesterday. They came to a unanimous decision at 10:30 am today after spending the night in a local hotel. Mrs. Weary, wearing a black beaver hat and trim charcoal grey suit and white scarf did not change her expression when she heard the decision. She maintained the same look of composure she has had throughout the seven-day trial. After thanking the jury for their work, Mr. Justice Reid declared: “I now liberate the accused.”
	The jurymen from the Terrebonne district appeared to be hopelessly deadlocked here at 11:30 o’clock last night after deliberating almost steadily from 4:35. Mrs. Weary was charged with criminal negligence in the rifle slaying of Clifford Bruce Bridger last May 16 during the course of a drinking party in her Ste. Adele home. the Crown contended she was guilty because she walked through her house moments before the fatality with a loaded and cocked .22 caliber rifle. The defence claimed Ms. Weary, because of previous unnerving events, has sufficient reason for having the gun and was acting normally until the “unfortunate accident.”
	Evidence during the trial which started last Thursday showed that Bridger . . . RCAF radarman, originally of Alberta, was as stranger to the accused and a casual guest brought by a friend of Mrs. Weary’s the night he was killed. Mrs. Justice George Reid told the jury in an hour and 40 minutes address that he did not believe parts of the statement by Mrs. Weary nor parts of the testimony of witnesses. Reading at length from Mrs. Weary’s 3,000 word statement to police, the judge recalled her earlier trouble with prowlers and alleged threats from her estranged husband and tampering with her car and the cars of her lawyer and another guest. On the Saturday evening previous to the accident he said Mrs. Weary and Mrs. Joyce Elfstrom, 39, slept in the Livingroom because they were nervous. Yet the same night she goes out alone and by chance meets Marvin R. Aitken, Ste. Adele photographer, who came home with her and spent the night on the sofa. The next day she borrowed the rifle from Aitken and that evening Bridger was killed. Mr. Justice Reid said he did not believe the testimony a Ste. Agathe doctor who had pronounced Bridger dead, that he did not smell beer on Mrs. Weary’s breath. Nor could he accept, he said, testimony of other witnesses that “everything was normal” when Mrs. Joyce Elfstrom wandered about dressed in only a towel.
	The judge noted discrepancies in Aitken’s testimony and the statement of Mrs. Weary. Aitken said he had no argument with Bridger, but Mrs. Weary said they argued and then went outside. The judge said he also found implausible the explanations of Mr. Weary that she slipped going out the kitchen door onto a balcony where the rifle was fired. Recalling evidence that the bullet went through Bridger on a line parallel with his shoulder while in a standing position, the court suggested the bullet “must have started from the rifle at a parallel angle,” which would not be the case in a fall where the bullet would go up at an angle. He questioned why Mrs. Weary should have removed the rifle from the closet when she heard noises, possibly of prowlers, outside. There was a man in the house and two men on the balcony, he noted. “So why go outside if you’re afraid?”
	The judge also noted that none of the other guests had heard any unusual noises. The Crown, led by Raymond Raymond and Fernand Legault, QC, urged a guilty verdict on grounds the accused showed “wanton misconduct” or criminal negligence in handling the rifle. This was because she carried a “loaded, cocked rifle around a house full of people,” said Mr. Raymond, “showing reckless disregard for the lives of others.” He said it was immaterial whether she was drunk or sober. The question was, he said, was it necessary to have the rifle in the first place, especially when Ste. Adele had a police force and Mrs. Weary had no reason to be afraid whence there were men in the house.
	Mr. Cohen said the Crown failed to prove the charge—“complete abandonment of common sense in committing the act.” Mrs. Weary’s immediate action was to call a doctor and try to apply two tourniquets which was hardly the attitude of one being irresponsible. The accumulation of unnerving events prior to the shooting including threats from Mrs. Weary’s estranged husband, tampering with the brakes and steering of her car and other cars was reason enough for her to borrow the rifle, he said. “She had also heard prowlers and called police,” he added. “Her husband threatened he would break her bones and make sure she was crippled and ruined for life,” Mr. Cohen said. The cumulative effect was to build a frame of mind of a state of persecution and sabotage, he added. Mrs. Cohen said the Crown “skated over” its original intention to prove Mrs. Weary was drunk after evidence of Crown witnesses amounted to a complete denial of this. Her sobriety was proven by her actions immediately after the accident, he added. “These actions speak louder than even the testimony of the witnesses.” Mr. Cohen said it was pure and simple accident that Mrs. Weary tripped on the weather stripping of the kitchen door and the rifle went off. The maid and her children had often tripped on the same doorstep, he recalled.

St. Croix Courier
Dec 29/1966
Loan Not Paid: Old Van Horne Estate May be Auctioned Off.
The greatest single auction in the history of New Brunswick may be in the offing for Charlotte County if the provincial government proceeds with its plans to put on the public block the famous Van Horne estate of Minister’s Island.
	A mortgage sale notice which appears in the Courier this week outlines government intentions to auction off the estate including “all good, chattels and personal property, paintings, furniture, furnishings and objects d’art.
	The action is being taken because the present owner of the estate, “Van Horne Island Club Ltd.” Has failed to meet its payments on New Brunswick government backed loans. The company is composed of well-to-do businessmen from Columbus, Ohio, who purchased the estate with plans to create a “playboys’ playground.”
	Agent for the sale was T. C. Van Horne, now leader of the New Brunswick PC Party. Amount of money involved has not yet been learned but it is believed to be between $50,000 and $60,000. the expansive estate was sold in 1960 to the American syndicate which had visions of establishing an exclusive colony limited to those who would build expensive summer homes. Plans, however, did not materialize and while starts were made on a golf course and a private runway for airplanes neither project was completed.
	It has also been learned that several men hired to work on the estate have not been paid for their efforts. According to the mortgage notice, an auction will be held in front of the St. Andrews Court House at 2 pm Jan.31. the notice specifies that the estate may be sold as single parcel or the land divided and sold separately.
	After the sale begins, the notice continues, the auction may be moved to the island where the goods, chattels and personal property of the Van Horne family may be sold.
	If this is the case, collectors of antiques and old furniture will converge for the auction. Sir William Van Horne, the man who built the CPR, established the estate and furnished it with the most expensive furniture and art objects. Most are still in the two-story manor house, Covenhoven. 
	The Charlotte County Historical Society, who has long urged that the estate be designated a national monument, has indicated its concern at the impending public sale. The society fears that if the state is broken up many treasures will be lost forever.
	Sir William spent a fortune on the summer home which after the turn of the century and the completion of the nation-wide railways became a center of social activity. Sir William died in 1915 and his widow passed away in 1929. The . . . [rest missing]

Mortgage Sale notice “outlines government intentions to auction off the estate including ‘all goods, chattels and personal property, paintings, furniture, furnishings and objects d’art.’” Present owner Van Horne Island Club Limited failed to meet payments on New Brunswick backed loans. Company composed of well-to-do businessmen from Ohio, “who purchased the estate with plans to create a ‘playboy’s playground.’” Agent for sale T. C. Van Horne, New Brunswick PC Party. Believed to be $50,000 TO $60,000 purchase price. Sold in 1960 to syndicate. Hoped to spark erection of upscale summer homes. Starts only made on golf course and airstrip. Auction to be held on Jan.31, St. Andrews Courthouse—outside. Auction may then move to island. “If this is the case, collectors of antiques and old furniture will converge for the auction. . . . Most [of his original furnishings] are still in the two-story manor house, Covenhoven.”
	Charlotte County Historical Society has long urged that estate be designated national monument. Fears treasures will be lost forever if estate broken up. S
	Sir William died 1915; widow 1929
	Adelaide 1942, then Mrs. Martin Weary of St. Adele, Quebec, who sold it in 1960.

St. Croix Courier
Feb 2/1967
Island Estate Sale Halted by Agreement. 
The threatened public sale of Minister’s Island and the estate of the late Sir William Van Horne was called off late last week ending fears that the property would be broken up.
	The sale was cancelled late Friday afternoon after lengthy negotiations between a Saint John law firm, representing the New Brunswick government, and Gordon Nicholson, QC, St. Stephen, acting for the owners, a syndicate of businessmen from Columbus, Ohio.
	The public auction, which was to be held in St. Andrews on Tuesday of this week, would have put on the block many of the personal possessions of the man who built the CPR.
	The provincial government ordered the sale after the US syndicate, Van Horne Island Club Ltd., defaulted on payments on a mortgage obtained with government backing. It has been learned also that St. Andrews employees of the company had not been paid for their services. In announcing the cancellation, Ronald Lister, acting for the government, told the Courier that the US company met “all requirements and conditions.” He would not elaborate on the statement.
	In could not be learned whether the company is to proceed with its plans to turn the island into a rich man’s playground. The estate contains a large manor house, tennis courts, swimming pool and the company has embarked on the building of a landing strip and a golf course.

Time Magazine
Nov 6, 1972
Sir William’s Legacy
Jointly administered by Canada and the US, the Campobello Island retreat of Franklin Roosevelt in New Brunswick’s Passamaquoddy Bay attracts 100,000 visitors each year. The tourist ferry from St. Andrews passes within sight of another, almost forgotten landmark, Covenhoven, the 500-acre island estate of Sir William Van Horne, the builder of the Canadian Pacific Railway. For all of the Federal Government’s new interest in preserving Canadiana, Covenhoven has been overlooked. Now Norman Langdon, a Maine Real estate developer, plans to carve the island into lots for well-to-do vacationers.
	That would hardly have appealed to Sir William, who first bought land on the island in 1889 [sic] “to get away from the world.” Despite that resolve, Covenhoven scarcely became a hideaway. IN its prime at the turn of the century, it was a showpiece of Victorian elegance and a social Mecca. Indulging his fondness for big houses—“fat and bulgy like myself”—Van Horne built a baronial 40 room mansion and staffed it with 28 servants. Scattered about the rest of the summer estate were barns, silos, a windmill, stables, vineyards, greenhouses and flourishing gardens—all designed by the owner himself.
	A major source of pride for Van Horne: the 60 head of white and black Dutch Belted cattle he had spotted on a trip through his native Illinois and had shipped to Covenhoven.
	When Van Horne died in 1915 at the age of 72, his spinster daughter Lucy Adeline [sic] took over Covenhoven and preserved it in its original state until her own death in 1941. The property remained in the Van Horne estate until 1959 when it was bought by an Ohio syndicate that planned to build a golf course on the island and turn it into a private club. But that venture foundered and last year New Brunswick’s then-Minister of Tourism, Charlie Van Horne (who is no kin to the railroader) took an option on the island for a provincial park. He failed, however, to convince the rest of the New Brunswick government that the property was worth the $400,000 price tag. Enter Langdon, who bought the estate last April for $325,000 and renamed it “Harbour Farm.” [Langdon denied having told the purchase price to Time]
	Despite its somewhat uninspired new name, Covenhoven seems safe from a tacky development. The many chimneyed sandstone and shingled house is in splendid condition, due in large part to Langdon’s careful renovation. The oriental rugs Van Horne collected on his travels abroad grace several of the cavernous rooms. A huge mahogany billiard table squats in the center of one high-ceilinged room. In the massive living room, where Stanford White columns frame a gargantuan fireplace, a 300-year-old hand-carved cabinet still hold the paints and brushes of the master of the house, who was an avid landscapist.
	A soft-spoken New Englander, Langdon plans to keep the house and 150 acres for himself. The rest will be divided up into 40 or 50 five- to seven-acre beachfront lots—with a starting price of $25,000. Says the new owner, who believes it would cost $1,000,000 to build Covenhoven today: “We don’t want somebody coming up here and building a bomb. We’re very much concerned about the image of the island. There aren’t many places like this.”

Courier
Nov 23/1972
Covenhoven, Minister’s Island bought by American. Covenhoven is now Harbour Farm.
Norman Langdon, a 39-year-old American has purchased the former estate of Sir William Van Horne, the famous builder of the CPR. Mr. Langdon purchased the estate in April and has offered to sell approximately 40 lots, each 5-8 acres in size, with a 300-foot shore frontage.
	The island is approximately one mile long and two-thirds of a mile wide.
	The largest building on the island is the 40-room Van Horne mansion. Architects have stated that this edifice could not be reproduced for less than one million dollars. In addition to the mansion there is a small farm, a bath house, stable, garage and windmill. Mr. Langdon intends to retain the mansion plus the surrounding 100 acres and 1 mile of shore frontage for his personal use. After the various lots are purchased approximately 120 acres will remain open land, free for all individuals to use.
	Norman Langdon was born in Connecticut and attended Brown university. He left after two years there. He told the Courier, “I thought I knew more than they did. Ten years later I found out I didn’t.”
	He took up residence in Maine in 1964. In addition to his island holdings he has investments in a shopping center near Ellsworth and a Holiday Inn. He intends to spend the winter on Minister’s Island, in the mansion. The 39-year-old developer said his investment in the island is much like playing Russian roulette. “I have laid my cards on the table. Now I will just want and see what happens.”
	Actually, Langdon is doing little waiting. He is up at five each morning assisting the hired help. Since coming to the island, a small road network has been built and intensive renovations have been done to the buildings. The mansion itself had deteriorated badly and Langdon has found it necessary to renovate almost every room in the house. This winter only half of the mansion will be heated.
	The cost of each lot will be 25,000 dollars and the minimum worth of each home must be 20,000 dollars. The land cannot be sub-divided. Any houses which border open land are subject to approval by Langdon. Langdon whose hobbies are nature, art and the sea, or more specifically reading, sailing and fishing, has taken much care to see that the islands’ beauty is retained. He feels that a causeway would allow too much traffic and so has decided to leave the single entrance as it is. That is access by car will only be possible at low tide when the road is uncovered. All power lines are to be placed underground. The newly built roads were constructed with a minimum of tree loss. A herd of deer and a small herd of Scottish cattle inhabit the island. Langdon hopes that the herds will increase.
	Langdon says that the advantages of the island are numerous. Thanks to Van Horne’s Dutch heritage the land has taken on a European flavour. The harbour is deep and well-protected. The island offers almost complete seclusion, especially at high tide. There is much animal life, especially songbirds.
	The vegetation on the island is under the watchful eye of Bill Clark, the witty son on Harry Clark, Van Horne’s personal gardener. Clark delights in telling the history of the island and is an added assurance that the area will not be marred by a tourist invasion.
	The name of Langdon’s Real Estate organization is the North Atlantic land and Cattle Company. However he says “we only have four cattle.” When pressed to release the actual price of the complete estate, Langdon declined and expressed disturbance that Time magazine reported he paid 325,000 dollars for the estate. He denies ever giving the magazine a price.
	The feeling of many people in St. Andrews seems to be that it is a pity the island has again fallen into American hands. Some people expressed disappointment the Government did not acquire the island and establish a provincial park. They feel that the character of the island may well be destroyed.
	However, Norman Langdon appears deeply interested in developing the island slowly and carefully. He has not yet settled any requests for property but it is being made available to Canadian and American citizens. Langdon believe that man destroys that which he loves and feels the beauty of the Island must be retained at all costs.

Courier
Nov 23/1972
Minister’s Island—Monument to Giant
Minister’s Island in St. Andrews was first occupied by a Church of England Minister who rode horseback each Sunday to the Sunday service. IN the 1890’s the man who has been called America’s greatest gift to Canada, Sir William Van Horne, bought a portion of the island and built a magnificent mansion. By 1929 the entire island had become part of the Van Horne estate. Originally intended to be a retreat from society for Sir William it actually became a Mecca for friends and acquaintances of the industrial giant.
	Harry Clark, Van Horne’s gardener, created a virtual Garden of Eden. He, like Van Horne, demanded perfection. Peaches, often weighing two pounds, and grapes were grown. Cattle, a Scottish breed, roamed the hillsides. The island was completely self-sufficient [not true]. Eggs and cream were exported to Montreal during the winter season. [interesting—the farm served as supermarket even in winter] 
	When Sir William visited the Island, with his wife and children, he would bring a special coach car, with his riding horses. The car occupied a personal siding in St. Andrews. He would generally arrive on the 15th of June and leave in October. 
	Despite the important place that Sir William Van Horne occupied in the building of Canada many Charlotte citizens seem unaware of the character of the man.
	This article will present a brief history of the dogmatic, energetic man who build the CP railroad.
	The most famous photograph in the Canadian Railroad history, the driving of the last spike, shows Sir William Van Horne, wearing a flowing white beard standing in the center. [!] This moment was the culmination of almost superhuman effort exerted by Van Horne and his associates. Against great physical odds, the railroad had been built but history has shown that without Van Horne’s indomitable will it may not have been, and as a result BC may never have become a part of Canada.
	This great man was born in 1843, at Chelsea, in Wills County, Illinois, the son of an impoverished lawyer. At the age of fourteen he worked in a telegraph office—sweeping out the station, tending the lamps. But within three months he became a licensed telegraph operator. Previously he had been forced to leave school for drawing caricatures of the teachers. His mischievous nature was not quieted however. At the train station he wired a steel plate in sight of his office to give passing yardmen a mild but startling electric shock and was fired when the local superintendent received the Van Horne hotfoot. In later years he was to carry out many pranks. When a member of the CPR Board of Directors accompanied him across the Rockies, Van Horne ordered the train stopped so the gentleman could see the Indian statues. Actually they were only a pile of leftover rocks from building the railway. But while the gentleman was peering about the statues Van Horne started the train and the gentleman was left nearly stranded.
	After a succession of training positions, Van Horne was promoted in 1870 to superintendent of telegraphs for the Chicago and Alton. In 1866 he had married Lucy Adeline Hurd. From this union came one son, Richard, and a daughter Lucy Adeline. Another son died while very young.
	When Donald Smith, George Smith and James Hill incorporated the Canadian Pacific Railway Company in 1881, Smith said, “Van Horne is the only man for the construction job—he’s the best equipped mentally, and every other way,” after interviewing him the others agreed.
	Arriving in Winnipeg on Dec. 31st, 1881, Van Horne faced the toughest construction job in North America. He was assigned to build 2900 miles of track across a barely explored continent. Millions of dollars had already been spent but less than 300 miles of railway had been built.
	The British engineers on the project resented the intrusion of the “fat Yankee with the big cigar subtlety of a starved wolfhound chasing a herd of sheep.”
	Van Horne promised to lay 500 miles of track in 1882. Only a hundred had been built the year before. And while snow was still on the . . . Winnipeg Sun, “but so does a buzz saw.”
	When the Blackfeet Indians tore up the tracks in night raids Van Horne presented a lifetime CPR pass to Crowfoot, their Chief, and warned him not to steal any more rails if he wanted to live to use it.
	With 417 miles of track operating at the end of 1882, Van Horne faced the Rockies. He chose the Kicking Horse Pass and once drove a cab across a swaying trestle when the engineer refused to. When the engineer jumped in the cab after realizing that Van Horne was actually going to drive the train across the dangerous trestle, Van Horne said, “We’ll have a double funeral—at my expense, of course.”
	Before the Rockies were conquered Van Horne turned his energies to the Lake Superior section. Waiving an easier route through the US he laid tracks across two hundred miles through muskeg, quicksand, matted swamps, and stunted spruce forests. It was termed an “engineering impossibility,” and men retired from the Board of Directors to demonstrate their belief in the plan’s foolishness, but like everything else Van Horne attempted, it was done. [Canadian Sardine Company excepted]
	Van Horne often faced creditors but always left them saying “Go sell your boots and buy CPR stocks.” When Sir John A. MacDonald refused to give another penny to the scheme Van Horne shipped a contingent of soldiers to Winnipeg, by rail, to halt the Louis Riel Rebellion. The effort was successful and Van Horne received his loan.
	Donald Smith laid the last spike at 9:22 am on Nov. 7, 1885. It had originally been planned to bring a British dignitary for the occasion and a special spike had been made in England. When the plan was cancelled, Van Horne, an avid collector, procured the spike for his collection.
	The famous photograph shows a very sombre Van Horne, but he was obviously pleased. In less than five years he had created a nation-wide ribbon of steel. Always a gambler he bet a group of newspapermen that he could travel from Winnipeg to the Rocky foothills—840 miles from dawn to dusk. He won his bet by making the trip on June 21st, the longest day of the year.
	Completion of the railway meant that Van Horne could devote all of his time to integrating the vast network. He built grain elevators, organized a tourist campaign, even suggested drilling for oil. He was told it was foolishness.
	He gained a reputation for possessing a psychic sense. One evening he was tramping up and down the Sudbury station platform, waiting for his train to start. He was bundled into his furs beyond recognition. As he passed the caboose, he overheard the brakeman boasting about he sleep he got on his run. When he reached Montreal, Van Horne discovered the negligent trainman’s name and despatched a telegram to the train’s conductor: “Go into the caboose and you find John Rogers asleep. Wake him and show him this telegram—Van Horne.” The frightened brakeman told and retold the story so effectively that CPR train crews from then on did all their dozing off the job.
	After resigning from the CPR, during a mild recession in 1899, Van Horne devoted his interests to building a railway in Cuba and when the trains in Cuba had nothing to carry he bought a plantation. Only two ventures ever failed. One was a gold-mining operation in BC, and the other was a $200,000 dollar investment in a fish cannery near St. Andrews.
	Sir William was a big man in every way. He was tall and massively built and in early life became somewhat corpulent. He had a tremendous appetite. While playing poker, which he considered an education, he would eat crackers with black caviar.
	In later years he was ordered by his doctor to smoke only four cigars a day. He had been accustomed to smoking almost constantly so he solved the problem by purchasing large Cuban cigars. He puffed only four a day, but each one lasted four hours.
	Van Horne’s most ambition and best-loved personal project was his summer home on Minister’s Island. Here he built a farm and raised cows, pigs and sheep. He won many prizes at exhibitions. He refused to eat peaches until they fell from the tree so nets were placed under the limbs to keep them from becoming bruised. Van Horne’s serious interest in Art occupied most of his spare time. He painted in his studio on top of a specially constructed outlook tower at Covenhoven, the name he gave his estate. Van Horne’s study was hung with 15th Century ship models. Velvet wall hangings provided the backdrop for El Grecos, Renoirs and Rembrandts. “The purchase of a picture is like the selection of a wife,” he said. “Never buy one that you don’t fall in love with.”
	He developed his own style of painting, and this often marred his works. His best painting was of the St. Croix River. It is a beautiful sea and cloud composition called “Moonlight on the St. Croix River.”
	At his death in 1915, the estate passed into the hands of his wife and two children. While at times since the many buildings on Minister’s Island have fallen into disrepair, they remain a monument to a man of tremendous energy and capabilities. IN later life Sir William said that he wished he could have lived for 500 years. But a friend said of him that he had “done everything, been everywhere, and met everybody.”
	Shortly before his death, Van Horne summarized for a Montreal friend the philosophy which had guided his remarkable life. “I eat all I can, I drink all I can, I smoke all I can and I don’t give a damn for anything.” A very crude philosophy for a great man. We will not soon see the like of him again.
	

Atlantic Advocate?
February, 1974
A New Kind of Bustle for Minister’s Island
Heather MacDonald
So an era of Canadian history fell in Montreal last fall to the merciless roar of the bulldozer!
	And had Sir William Van Horne, the dynamic force behind the construction of the CPR been there, no doubt some of the language he lavished on his workers in years past would have dismissed any ideas anyone every had of touching his home. But to the ever-engulfing city, even history succumbs. A pity, for the man’s character often becomes enshrined in the home in which he lives. But such evidence of Sir William’s tastes and character has by no means disappeared from the Canadian scene with the demolition of the Montreal residence. . . .
	Minister’s Island was purchased in April 1972 [sic] by an American from Corea, Maine, who refers to his profession as the “land business.” Norman Langdon, a boyish 40, says he went to Brown University for two years, thought he knew more than they did, and found out 10 years later he didn’t. But he says he learned more that way, it just took him longer.
	This isn’t new to him. He has bought, restored and sold other island properties along the coast of Maine. But they were “on a much small scale,” he says. He speaks of Minister’s Island and Van Horne’s estate, which he renamed “Harbour Farm,” with a degree of sentimentality. “I saw this house three years ago Christmas when I was looking through old magazines. There was an aerial picture of the whole island. I was in the land business at the time and the article mentioned developing it into a club. I’d never heard about it, so I decided to look into it. It was still here and they’d never done anything with it. When I first saw it, I figured I had to have it, and I ended up getting it!”
	The island had been purchased by a group of ten American businessmen around 1959. Their initial aim was to develop the island into a club where families could come for vacations. Prior to this, it had been rented every summer for 10 years by two Americans, following the death of Adaline Van Horne, Sir William’s daughter. . . .
	Van Horne’s sea-girt refuge from the world has undergone many changes through the years, not to mention the many Langdon himself has made. “I had laid it out and was going to sell some 35 sites,” says Langdon. “I sold a few, then had mixed feelings about it and I tried to buy them back. They didn’t want to sell. I didn’t know but that I might try to keep the whole thing,” he says. 


	FROM PAGE 16
“I don’t need this big house, but I like it. It’s something you can relate to, it’s real; it’s something that’s tangible, and besides people, there’s not much in this world you can relate to. You get into big cities and things like that, and it’s just day to day emotions I guess,” he says.
	“I might sell the other lots. If someone wants to buy them, they are there, and they are for sale at this point.”
	Langdon is aware of the island’s historic value, and he says he can’t understand why the provincial or federal government did not buy it. “It seems they don’t have much interest in this kind of stuff until it’s too late. It is funny, because they talk about Americans owning this island, and Van Horne owned it and he was an American! They’ve always owned it!”
	Besides Sir William’s 40-roomed home, the Minister’s house, and the gardener’s cottage, are stables, a carriage house, the milk house, a bath house, the windmill that pumped their water supply, and the enormous barn that sheltered Van Horne’s herd of Dutch belted cattle. The barn stands empty today, its interior in “perfect shape” says Langdon, but its exterior is receiving a complete facelift. The only livestock roaming the farmland today are five highland cows which Langdon brought from Sydney, New Brunswick, and “the one that doesn’t belong,” he adds.
	The cattle, with unrestricted freedom, have been accustomed in the past to take excursions to the mainland when the tide is out, and “the one that doesn’t belong,” a sad, white-faced calf, is the unfortunate result of one of these trips. “I’d like to have a bunch of them,” says Langdon, “but they seem to be driving some people crazy.”
	In addition to the work on the buildings, he has also rebuilt about three miles of the existing road on the island. “The original road came through the hedge along the shore, but we’ve blocked it off with stones. In the winter you can’t plough it because there is no place to put the snow, and two cars can’t pass on it.”
	Minister’s Island is undoubtedly the love of Maritimers who have for year roamed . . . of the hundreds of summer visitors to St. Andrews. The curious atmosphere surrounding the island often brings visitors peering up to the windows, but Langdon hasn’t restricted the island to the public. “There are times I’d like to,” he says. “It gets to be a real drag, and if we ever restrict it, it will be because there are always a few who spoil it for others. You would like to think you are being nice by not restricting it.”
	He adds, “If I were going to be here a lot, and live, here, I wouldn’t want people peering in my windows. If you were going to have a place like this, I would think one of the reasons would be for the privacy.” 
	Sir William’s home, the focus of a lot of work, was badly in need of it when Langdon purchased the island. “What had happened,” says Langdon, “was the asbestos roof had leaked in about 20 places and the water had gotten in upstairs and taken the plaster down. It was in the rugs and furniture, and it was quite a mess. In another two or three years you couldn’t have afforded to fix it. We’ve put a new roof on it and redecorated about 70 percent of the house,” he says. Who is we “we?” “Well, myself.”
	“The basic stuff here was good,” he stresses. “The house was completely furnished, and I had a pretty good-sized house in Maine that I . . . . Langdon described the original décor as simply “dull and sombre.”
	Now entirely void of any window covering, the house is a light, airy mixture of the old and new. The walls in most of the rooms are a basic white, the woodwork and trim vary from dusky blues, reds and yellows to wine shades. 
	His concern wanders to the actual preservation of the estate and he says, “You know, I’ve had a lot of people look at this place and say, ‘I’d like to buy this land, but I’d tear down the house, bulldoze it, and build one of my own!’
	“There have been a number of them,” he says. “I wanted to fix up the barn because I like it and I think it adds to the island. Someone said to me, ‘Why don’t you tear it down? What do you want that old thing for?’
	“If you tear down the barn, and the house, you might as well move away because there isn’t much left!”
	The bath house, a stone tower built on the shore just below the “big house,” is unused today. In the centre of the upper story is a large circular fireplace around which the bathers used to warm themselves after a dip, in the chilly waters of the bay. It’s copper hood has been stolen, one of the few articles lost by theft during the years when the island was unoccupied.
	“It would make a great guest house,” says Langdon. “But you just don’t need it with this house!”
	The bath house has a full basement with a number of change cubicles and . . . At low tide, traces of the pool, used in Van Horne’s day, are still evident. It was dammed up with boulders to hold the water as the tide went out and made for a warmer ‘swimming hole’ than the cool Bay of Fundy Waters.
	The Minister’s House is in the process of getting an internal overhaul. “I like that house,” says Langdon. “It has a lot of character and in fact I like it better than the ‘big House’ in some ways.”
	Would he ever consider living in it instead?
	“I’ve thought about it, but I’d have to give it some real soul-searching because of me being me. If I do that, this whole thing changes prospective completely!”
	The main project was restoring the buildings on the island, and he has no plans for building any more. “I’ve got it where it belongs. It was getting it there that was expensive.”
	The Dutch architectural features of the barn and some of the other buildings are even more evident in the stone windmill that stands in the center of the circular drive, directly behind the “big house.” The windmill is unused today, but in Van Horne’s day pumped the water supply for the house.
	The only building left untouched in the boarder’s house near the barn. In days past, it housed the families of the workers. It will, in time, be restored, says Langdon.
	“What I want to do is finish up the work, then all I need is somebody to take care of the grounds. I’ve done most of the work, probably more than I figured on doing, and I can’t keep pouring money into it.”
	Despite the number of years the island lay unattended, thefts were almost nil. An amazing fact considering that the carriage house alone holds an antique dealer’s dream. Among the four carriages are high leather-seated buggies and Surreys, reminiscent of the days when a Sunday drive down an empty lane was the highlight of a week’s activities.
	Langdon intends to preserve these.
	If there is anyone around St. Andrews closely associated with Minister’s Island and the Van Horne era, it is Bill Clark, whose father was the gardener in those days, and raised his nine children in the gardener’s cottage. Bill himself raised his own four children there and lived in that same cottage until eight years ago when he moved to the mainland. “You should talk to Bill,” Langdon told me. “He loves to talk about this place. He was born in the gardener’s cottage and his father was operated on on the kitchen table because they couldn’t get him to the mainland.” 
	“Those nine kids went to school off and on and it was quite a hassle,” says Langdon. “In the winter this place has its problems.”
	But Bill won’t share his memories with everyone. “The Van Horne’s,” he says, “would come the end of June and stay until October, Lady Van Horne was a real lady!”
	The one problem about the island, which is often regarded as a blessing too, is the tides which govern everything from when they can get off the pick up the mail and groceries in St. Andrews, to getting back on in time so they won’t be stranded on the mainland. There are stories to be told about the tides alone!
	Langdon adds, “I’m sure there is a lot of history to the island if you could dig it out. All you get are bits and pieces of stories which I’m sure are wildly distorted.”
	One of the most interesting, and real stories, concerns the Persian rug on the living room floor in the Big House. Langdon described the dimensions of the living room as “about the size of a two-bedroom ranch house. The ceiling is 14 feet high. On one side of the rug is a hole, now discreetly covered with a basket. The story goes that the houseboy was cleaning an urn and didn’t think to do it outside. The acid spilled, eating a hole in the rug, and gobbling up a bit of history as well. “We haven’t really cleaned it,” says Langdon. “We just vacuumed it, and it’s been lying there for at least 78 years. They used to drag it across the lawn to clean it, and that took about eight men.”
	Ruth and Alistair Cameron now live in the gardener’s cottage, which was subject to a decorative overhaul prior to their moving in last spring. “I’m not here all the time and you are better off with someone on the island. You can’t leave a big place like this unoccupied,” says Langdon. Cameron, Woodstock New Brunswick’s former postmaster, enjoying an early retirement, now rarely leaves the island domain except for short trips or to look for the frequently straying highland cattle. But the Big House isn’t empty in Langdon’s either. Keith Clark, one of the young men involved in the restoration work has been living in the house which is predominantly ruled over by Langdon’s three-year-old St. Bernard dog Charlie Brown, the island’s most non-historic and probably most appealing phenomenon. Charlie’s job is watchdog, getting visitors, getting in the way, and getting used to the two cats which have been recently added to the ménage. So there is a different kind of bustle to the life on the island these days!
	Sir William might even be proud of the great strides taken to preserve his home; a big task well on the way to a successful completion. As Langdon says, “It’s like anything of this size. To a lot of people this isn’t big, but to me it is. Many times when you start something, you think it is going to ‘get you,’ believe me, and it almost ‘got me’ two or three times. But I’ve got beyond that. I finally got a hold on it.”
	“I’ve put a lot of myself into it!”
	What has been accomplished on Minister’s Island shows ample evidence of the imagination, the sense of history and the intense drive of the man who has brought it about. Sir William might well have aproved of him too!

Courier
Nov 24/1976
Shiretown Proposes Park for Minister’s Island
Rose Haughn
A proposal to acquire Minister’s Island as a national park was put forth at the November meeting of the St. Andrews Town Council. A motion introduced by Councillor David Scarratt, seconded by Councillor Mary Saunders, that “the Town of St. Andrews formally ask the Federal and Provincial governments to acquire Minister’s Island for national purposes.”	

Atlantic Advocate
January, 1977
Art and Van Horne
Elizabeth Hiscott
Canadians have another change to see and preserve an historic art treasure, to honor a . . . to develop this county and to show whether or not they believe . . . who dare to be different and who accomplish what other fear to attempt deserve to be remembered.
	Sir William Van Horne, industrial tycoon and driving force behind the creation of one of the world’s greatest transportation systems, the CPR, was also a painter. And he left at least fifteen oil on canvas works which are for sale as a unit by the Robert Manuge Art Gallery in Halifax.
	These paintings were purchased through an American art dealer from Norman Langdon, who bought the Van Horne summer home on Minister’s Island, St. Andrews. They vary in quality and a few a more historically than artistically significant. But most are academically good, aesthetically compelling and superb in composition. A couple are magnificent in their portrayal of the natural world.
	The paintings, restored by artist Dusan Kadlec of Purcell’s Cove Road, Halifax County, are valued at more than $200,000. Mr. Manuge hopes they will remain in Canada, preferably in New Brunswick where Van Horne lived and painted, or perhaps in offices of the CPR.
	But Manuge is an art dealer and he “will sell to the first party who comes up with the money.” He has done what he can to interest Canadians—the federal and New Brunswick governments and others—and now he awaits results.
	Last fall a special exhibition of the paintings was held at the Manuge Gallery followed by a reception at the Halifax Club. The guest speaker, Pierre Berton, read biographical notes on Van Horne, taken from the book “The Life and Work of Sir William Cornelius Van Horne,” written by Walter Vaughan. Berton had written of the American born railway baron in his books “The National Dream” and “The Last Spike.”
	Some first general reactions to the painting, observed among the hundreds of reception guests, were those of surprise that the painter of such beautiful pictures was self-taught; and wonder at the fact that Van Horne had, while supervising the construction of the 5,000-mile-long railway, managed to find time and energy to paint.
	But Van Horne was a European renaissance type of man who seemed to live each day as if it were the beginning of a new era of achievement. Besides being a railway baron and artist, he was many things—autocrat, honest man who deplored inefficiency and lack of courage, passionate lover of nature, practical joker, knowledgeable art collector, amateur geologist, plant and animal breeder, architectural designer and much more—a genius with unbounded energy.
	In his paintings of landscapes and seascapes depicting Canadian scenes from New Brunswick to the Rockies, his creative use of light, shade and color produced effects not unlike those seen in the work of French impressionists. Dominant colors are greens, reds, orange, rust, gold and rose. Those in the seascapes are mostly cool blue, dark green, white and stormy grey.
	His perspective is so true and forms so realistic that if one stands in front of “Autumn Woods and Fields,” it seems possible to step onto that overgrown path and walk beneath the soft foliage of the trees. These painting are the works of a man who knew nature’s physical forms, colors and character intimately.
	The most captivating picture is a 48 by 34 inch painting of Mount Cheops in the Canadian Rockies, the bare rock peak of which evokes the memory of its namesake, the largest of the great pyramids on the Nile. This picture is magnificent, with swirling grey mist enveloping shadowy spruce trees beneath the majestic mountain, which is touched on one side with creamy sunlight and on the other with blue shade. It is a picture of contrasts light and dark, diffuse and sharp, warm and cool, material and ethereal—and, in total composition, powerful—a good symbol of Van Horne, the man.
	The names of paintings such as “Path Around the Cliff,” “Passamaquoddy Bay,” “Okanogan Valley,” “Foothills of the Rockies,” and “Covenhoven Birches,” are those of some of the places which served as escapes for a lover of nature whose ears were too often assailed by the clang of steel on steel and the clamor of a colonial society pushing its way into the future.
	Some of the paintings which range in size from 17 by 24 inches to 38 by 66 inches, and which date from 1898 to 1910, are signed with the initials “WCVH,” while a few are signed backwards—“enroh nav.”
	According to his biographer, Walter Vaughan, Van Horne’s art hobby began at the age of three when he found a piece of slate in a creek near his home in Illinois. With it he drew pictures of children and animals, and, when it ran out, his father sharpened a piece of lead pipe to a drawing point. With that he decorated the white-washed walls of their home. Later, in school, his pastime was caricaturing friends and teachers.
	As a boy he practised art by copying illustrations from magazines. At thirteen he staged a show, for neighbors, of panoramic view of London drawn on the back of a roll of wallpaper. With the roll mounted on wheels an attached to a hand crank he was able to gradually unwind his show, describing the scenes as they passed.
	At fourteen his formal schooling ended when he quite after being severely punished for caricaturing the principal. That year he was also fired from his job as telegrapher with the Illinois Central Railway Company for carrying out a practical joke. He had run a wire form the office to an appropriately placed steel plate in the yard and watched through the window as people who stepped upon it received a shock. The last person shocked was the superintendent who fired him. He later held, with different companies, a series of jobs ranging from telegrapher to superintendent of a railway branch line at the age of twenty-eight. He became known for his ability to put a dying railway business back in a paying position in a short time.
	After he came to Canada in 1881, he did most of his painting at night by candlelight. Vaughan wrote that the artist, Percy Woodcock, who sometimes shared Van Horne’s studio with him, noted that Van Horne painted as birds sing, naturally and enjoyably. “It was a form of relief to his creative faculties that were continually seeking an outlet. In his studio his railway work was put entirely behind him.”
	Vaughan also noted that “Van Horne was a man who could lose himself for a long interval in silent contemplation in a charming landscape, who would rouse a companion from sleep on his railway car, “Saskatchewan,” to look at a beautiful lake or a hill bathed in moonlight.
	As Van Horne travelled extensively in many countries he collected works of most of the world’s greatest painters. Though he had samples of every school of art, he admired most he Dutch and Spanish masters. He also collected pottery (mostly Japanese). After establishing the CP steamship service to the Orient he received many gifts of pottery from officials and friends in that country.
	He collected a fine library of books on art and artists and became one of the most knowledgeable art collectors in the world. Said Vaughan: “Art for him was more than passion; it was a necessity.”
	In the late 1880s, Van Horne bought the greater part of Minister’s Island in Passamaquoddy Bay, where he built a spacious, self-designed summer home with a gallery for his art. His 600-acre property, which he landscaped himself, was accessible only twice day at low tide as the water covered the road the rest of the time. Friends moved into the area and St. Andrews became a summer resort.
	In 1890 he bought a grey stone house fronting on Sherbrooke St. in Montreal in which he built a splendid gallery. That historic house was torn down not long ago.
	It was in 1895 that Van Horne accepted British knighthood which he had twice refused in the previous five years. And it seems that Canadian memories were always short. As early as 1915, George T. Blackstock of Toronto, who was a friend and counsellor to Van Horne from 1885 to 1892, wrote that Canadians today have no realization of the work he did or of what they owe him. “He was a Napoleonic master of men and the fertility of his genius and resource were boundless, as were the skill and force with which he brought his conceptions to realization.”
	Dusan Kadlec, after restoring the paintings, commented that, though the works vary in quality, the best are superb. “They were done by a very artistically learned man, a great man, and it is a pity that we have so few of them.” Kadlec was moved by the scope of the man’s vision. “He had an inner quality. . . . He looked at things in a special way and interpreted what he saw in a powerful manner. . and he was a genius in composition.” He added that Van Horne had a great deal of knowledge in the use of oil paint and he varnished his paintings properly which resulted in retention of the freshness of the colors.
	In regard to the Van Horne Paintings he offers for sale, Robert Manuge said: “I don’t think such a rare treasure, created by a great Canadian, is available for purchase anywhere else. This is not a suit of his clothes or a hat; this is a remarkable achievement in excellence by a world-renowned figure whose zeal matched that of any of the French Impressionists. Manuge, 51, a “country boy” from South Brook, Cumberland, County, became a sophisticated blazer of new trails for Nova Scotia. When he was executive vice-president of Nova Scotia’s Industrial Estates Limited, he was the key figure in the transactions which ended with Michelin Tire Company investing $100 million in the province. He is a self-confessed autocrat with the courage to stand behind his own convictions.
	Recently he turned his twenty-year hobby of art collecting into a full-time business. He had obtained many fine works of art while travelling through other countries on business and today owns painting worth about a million dollars. They adorn every available wall space in his elegant Halifax home—from the rec-room to the bedrooms and even in the bathroom.
	He has donated many paintings to Nova Scotia—to the government and to art, educational and other institutions. One of his main goals in life is to convince Nova Scotians that they should collect art. He has been successful to some degree as he can name several industrialists and financiers whom, he says, he inspired to build private collections. He hopes that these paintings will eventually be bequeathed to Nova Scotia. Manuge, who enjoyed drawing in elementary school and loved walking alone among the trees near his home, felt a deprivation of art in his early life. When, at twenty-six he went to work in Montreal, near the Museum of Art, and became friends with artists such as Lismer, Jackson, Varley and Harris, he found these Canadian artists “lonesome and ignored.” “It was not just my exposure, in Montreal, to original art and artists, but to our great French culture that inspired my interest in art,” he said in an interview. “I was stimulated by the French people who, as a whole, seemed to be as concerned with the arts as with the basic requirements of life such as food, clothing and lodging. They were concerned with all forms of art—visual and performing—and coupled with their interest in the arts was their joy de vivre.
	He added that Nova Scotians have not been exposed enough to original art and asked, “what might our boys and girls achieve if they were?” Speaking as an art collector and dealer but also like a very successful entrepreneur remembering post achievements, he said: “It pains me today that so many people in art and in business are so willing to accept mediocrity to ‘not rock the boat’ . . . creative entrepreneurs are not being allowed to emerge . . and too many people are willing to accept excuses.”
	When he was a member of the board of the Nova Scotia Art Gallery, Manuge began a campaign to retain for Nova Scotia the work of art “The Painted Room” in Karsdale, Annapolis County. But the art went to Ottawa. Manuge resigned from the board. And today the Nova Scotia government is trying to get this art back.
	Perhaps the New Brunswick government may follow a similar scenario in future if they allow the Van Horne paintings to be bought by someone outside the province. Perhaps the greatest need Van Horne once saw in Canada may still exits. Commenting on a political issue in a letter to a friend, he said: “What this country needs more than anything else is a fool-killer.”

?
Historical Value of Island
Known Prehistory Coming . . .?
1977
While the historical value of Minister’s Island is well established with the existence of CPR builder Sir William Van Horne’s estate and other small settlements, the implications of its pre-historic significance are just recently being realized, provincial archaeologist Chris Turnbull says.
	Ancient house foundations and a nearby mass burial site on the south shore of the 500 acre island shed light on the culture and lifestyles of a past civilization there, and also relate to pre-historic finds in other parts of North America, he said in an interview.
	The mass grave, which has evidence of containing three to 12 people, is believed to date back as far as 500 BC. The only other ancient graves found so far in the province are on the Augustine site in the Miramichi Basin.
	The house foundations are believed to date back to 500-1000 AD, and they are the only evidence of ancient dwelling foundations existing in New Brunswick.
	The sites are unique in themselves, Turnbull said, but they are also valuable because of their relationship to other finds. The sites were first studied in 1962 by Richard Pearson from the National Museum, but reports exist that indicate Dr. Baird from the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, DC, first discovered them in 1869. Field work conducted by Dr. David Sanger in 1970 unearthed the finds and he has been studying and analyzing the evidence there.
	As the analysis continues, the significance of the site is starting to be appreciated more, Turnbull said. With the increasing interest in the potential and value of the sites, he expects excavations on the island to resume soon in an attempt to uncover further and more detailed information on the civilization. Human bones, preserved . . . by the shell structure of the island soil, and artefacts like stone knives and crude utensils indicate a lot about the ancient culture, Turnbull said. The house foundations are sunk into the ground, a fact archaeologists are somewhat at a loss to fully explain. Was it a practical measure designed to provide extra warmth and protection from the elements in the cold winter months, or simply a style of the times—a per-historic version of the split-level?	
	The answer is not yet known but Turnbull says he doubt they were sunk for warmth since house remnants discovered in cold and barren parts of Labrador do not have the lowered foundations.
	Bones of immature deer and ducks that would be on the island only during the winter months suggest that the inhabitants, possibly Passamaquoddy Indians, lived there year-round. It is believed the Indians went on hunting expeditions in small groups and used the dwelling as a base. Such finds as moose and beaver shows the people’s dependence on these animals for food. 
	The design of the mass grave is believed to have been a . . . ceremonial burial site, seems to have a strong connection with the Augustinian burial mound near the Red Barn? Reserve in the Miramichi Basin, Turnbull said. This fact has special significance, because finds in the two sites show a most different culture in every aspect except for the similarity in the way they buried their dead. Both the Minister’s Island grave and the Augustine grave, which contain evidence of about 20 persons have close relationship with burial bounds as far away as the Ohio Valley.
	Ancient graves in the Ohio Valley are more elaborate than the two in this province, and they date even further back in time, probably to 1000 BC. Despite certain differences, there is a definite connection, Turnbull maintains.
	The significance of their similarities and contrasts are not yet clear. “Are we just seeing part of a spectrum?” he asked. That is just one more question archaeologists have to contend with. But he said the relationship indicates that a greater amount of communication and travel existed in North American at that time than is generally believed.
	The Atlantic region is “one of the last areas of North America to be explored seriously” by archaeologists, Turnbull said. Therefore, it is probably there is much more to be found here.
	
Telegraph Journal
March 3, 1977
Important Canadian Auction
At Covenhoven
The Lavish Summer Residence of the Late Railroad Pioneer Sir William Van Horne
On Minister’s Island
St. Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada
An exhibition of all items to be sold will be held on Thursday March 10th with the first Auction Session March 12 and the Second Session March 13th, 1977
Upon arrival in St. Andrews, you will follow posted Auction signs to a designated parking station. Here you will board a bus to be driven to this scenic and historic Island, crossing the floor of the ocean at low tide to Covenhoven.
	The auction will include many valuable items as well as memorabilia for the collector. It could be described as rare, unique, magnificent, historic and interesting. Certainly, a one in a lifetime event. It gives me great pleasure to personally recommend it.
	You will find many items from Sir William’s private collection as well as furnishings depicting a Dutch heritage. Sir William, a painter himself, made close friends with artists around the world. Two examples of seascapes by William Hope R. C.A. and John Hammond R. C.A. will be among the varied works of art to be auctioned. There are oils, water colours, engravings, etchings and prints by other Canadian artists as well as a modern mural “the Last Spike” oil on canvas; an original Early Burgundian style cupboard dated 1642 heads the list of furniture, it’s truly artistry in wood elaborately carved, a collection of oriental pottery as collected by Sir William; many Model Ships from his collection; a rare mahogany Pool Table with a scoreboard, it’s a period piece of furniture, framed rules custom designed over head lights and all other accessories made in London c. 1890; mounted Canadian elk and buffalo heads as well as a Bleacher Bench covered with oriental Saddle Bags, all these from the Pool Room; a Steinway baby grand piano with a unique player attachment; an antique Grandfather Tall Case clock; other Mantel Clocks; Captain’s Chairs; tiffany Type lamps, two chamber sets, one in Minton; Noted Books including “History of Nations” by Henry Cabot Lodge; all firedogs from the many fireplaces, brass and copper, including a large very old Syrup Kettle; Sleighs; two special carriages, a three-seater and a Boston made Landau Coach; a marine shipper’s desk; sea chests and marine items; lantern; bells; book cases; secretaries stands; tables; a set of elaborately figural carved chairs; an early maple rope bed circa 1830; a pair of Victorian brass beds circa 1890; lots of wicker ware; topographical maps; oriental rugs, original Van Horne’s, Primitives; a rare Queen Anne Windsor chair.

This sale will also include modern office furniture and an IBM selectric typewriter and appliances.

A catalogue is available giving complete details regarding the three-day event. The price is 2.00. Write or phone for a copy. Reserve bids may be placed.

Important timetable for the three days—please read carefully.
Thursday March 10th—Exhibition preview. Buses will start leaving at approx. 8:15 am through ‘til 10:30 am. The last bus off the island before the incoming tide will be approx. 12 noon. The first evening bus will leave for the island at approx. 6:30 pm and the last bus off will be at approx. 11:30 pm. This will allow a morning and evening viewing.

The Public Auction Saturday March 12th—the last bus will leave for the island at approx. 2 pm. Sale time is 1 pm.

The Public Auction Sunday March 13th—the last bus will leave for the island at approx. 2:30 pm. Sale time is 2:00 pm.

Please remember “Time and Tide Waits for No Man.” This sale by order of the present owner, Mr. Norman Langdon.

R. L. Bond, Auctioneer
Hampton, New Brunswick
Note: Accommodation may be found in Saint John, St. Andrews, St. Stephen or Pennfield. Also Calais Maine all within easy driving distance of St. Andrews. Car rentals available in most centres.

Gleaner
March 10, 1977
St. Andrews Gives Up on Minister’s Island
Town council here decided Wednesday “not to do anything militant or against the law” to protest the selling of items from a home on nearby Minister’s Island, once owned by Sir William Van Horne, builder of the CPR, Mayor John Boone says.
	Boone said in an interview following a council meeting that he was disappointed by the council decision, a reversal of determination expressed at meeting here Monday to block the sale.
	The mayor said he would personally take a picket sign to meet buyers going across the bar, “but it looks like I’ll be there alone.”
	Earlier he said he wanted the bar blocked off Thursday during an exhibition of the items to be sold and again on Saturday and Sunday when the auction is to take place. He said following the meeting that he would not block the bar now because he does not have the backing of council. Townspeople gave verbal encouragement to the fight to block the sale, he said, but he did not expect others to join him in the protest.
	Boone said council would place letters in buses that are to shuttle buyers back and forth for the sale asking that those who purchase Van Horne items loan them permanently to the island if it is bought by the New Brunswick government. Dr. George MacBeath, deputy director of historical resources for the New Brunswick government, said in an interview Wednesday that the province was “in a delicate stage of negotiations” concerning purchase of the property and he would not comment further.
	He also said the province would be represented at the auction but he would not say how many items it was interested in buying or how much it was prepared to spend. He deplored extensive news coverage of the sale because “it will drive up the price.”
	Auctioneer Russell Bond said the mayor’s dispute with the provincial government was due to a communication failure of the government because the province did intend to buy all the Van Horne artefacts it wanted. He said not all the 725 pieces to be auctioned were connected with Van Horne and not all were of historical significance.
	Bond also said the province would buy the island and now was negotiating for the best-possible price.
	Owner Norman Langdon, a United States businessman who bought the island in 1970 from a financially troubled US corporation, said he has subdivided the island and was looking for buyers for all of it.
	The US corporation had bought the 500-acre island from the Van Horne estate in the late 1950’s and attempted during the 1960s to turn it into a luxurious private club.
	In 1965 and 1967 the corporation fell behind in payments to the New Brunswick government—holder of the mortgage on the island—and the property was twice advertised for sale. Both times the payments were made before a sale was negotiated.
	Boone said people here had been pressing for government acquisition of the island for the past 25 years and “why they didn’t foreclose on the mortgage at that time is beyond me.”
	Bill Clarke, 72, retired chief gardener for the Van Horne’s and the subsequent corporate owners of the island, said it has deteriorated since the Van Horne family left it in the 1930’s, about 15 years after Sir William’s death.

Courier?
March 11, 1977
Owner of Van Horne Residence: Would only Demolish as Last Resort
Present owner Norman Langdon says he would only have the former summer residence of the late Sir William Van Horne on Minister’s Island here demolished “as a last resort.” “That decision has not been made at all,” the American businessman said in an interview Thursday night during an exhibition of the contents of the building which go on the auction block Saturday and Sunday.
	Mr. Langdon’s statements were in contrast to those made earlier by St. Andrews Mayor E. John Boone. Mr. Boone claims that Mr. Langdon, who owns most of Minister’s Island and the 20 buildings on it, would have the main house demolished as soon as its contents are sold. Van Horne, the builder of the CPR, had the buildings rebuilt early in the century and they are regarded by man as historical monuments.
	Although Mr. Langdon said that tearing down the main structure—a 28-room sandstone and wood mansion—“is a possibility,” the decision to do so would not be until “sometime down the road in the future.”
	That alternative would arise only if “some other arrangements could not be made,” Mr. Langdon, 43, added. The businessman has had the property subdivided but has met with little success in selling the land parcels. He says, one of the main purposes of holding the auction, is to attract people as groups who would be interested in buying the island wholesale. Mr. Boone, who has been pressing he province to purchase the property and restore it as a historical site and tourist attraction, says he will start raising cash in eight or 10 days if the province does not move to acquire the property.
	The 37-year-old store owner and commercial fisherman said he would use $3,000 or $4,000 of his own money to finance a cross-Canada trip to solicit funds through television appearances and talks to universities and service clubs. He would also approach school children if necessary. “I don’t think I’d have any problem raising the money.”
	Once the property was obtained, he said it could be operated in a number of ways—possibly by turning it over to the provincial government.
	Mr. Boone said his telephone rang all day Thursday with people calling from all parts of Canada and from Maine to express support for his fight to save the island for public use. Mr. Boone said Mr. Langdon told him the buildings would be demolished for economic reasons.
	Mr. Langdon had put a new roof on Covenhoven, the main house, and it and other buildings were in good shape, Boone said.
	Mr. Boone said he was around the bar . . . while potential buyers travelled across Thursday for a preview exhibition of items to be auctioned. Auctioneer Russell Bond said about 350 people went to the exhibition during the first low tide and more were expected late in the day when the tide dropped again allowing buses to get back and forth.
	The mayor did not picket buses carrying the potential buyers who attended the preview but he said he would be on a picket line Saturday and Sunday. Several children and three or four adults from this town of 1,650 had promised to join the picket line, he said, but they would not attempt to block traffic on the bar or interfere with the sale. He had earlier urged town council to block access to the bar in an attempt to prevent the sale but council voted Wednesday to take no militant action.
	
Courier
March 9/1977
Van Horne Auction this Weekend. Landmark May be Lost.
Furnishings to be auctioned off and owner of Island, Norman Langdon of Ellsworth will tear down house. Hatfield says money to purchase house not available at provincial level. (get details)

Telegraph Journal
March 14, 1977
Steve Belding
A private antique collector from Toronto who paid the highest price for a single item at an action of furnishings from the summer home once owned by Sir William Van Horne, said Sunday that he had made an “arrangement” with the provincial government to keep the piece in New Brunswick. Michael McPherson paid $10,500 for an eight-foot, intricately carved, 17th century cupboard at the sale on Minister’s Island. “I am not at liberty to say what kind of arrangement I’ve made with the province. I didn’t make any profit on the deal. The cupboard is now in the government’s hands,” Mr. McPherson said.
	He said he had feared the cupboard along with other pieces at the auction might be bought by buyers from outside Canada and New Brunswick in particular. “. . . I was trying to protect these things. I feel very sorry . . . letting them go. I hope New Brunswick will buy the . . . and set it up as a national historic monument,” he said. He said he was “not out to make any financial gain” and would negotiate further with the province to turn over most of the other . . . purchased. He said he had spent about $30,000 at the auction. “I saw them destroy a beautiful old home in Montreal not too long ago and I could see the same thing happening here. I’ve long admired Sir William Van Horne. We have to protect the things that are important to our heritage.”
	Norman Langdon, the 43-year-old American who purchased the estate, which rests on Minister’s Island here, in 1971, confirmed Mr. McPherson’s arrangement with the province on the cupboard. “I understand the government now owns the cupboard. I believe it’s true.”
	Richard Phillips, a specialist with the provincial historical Resources Administration, would neither confirm nor deny the deal. Mr. Phillips was in charge of bidding on behalf of the Province Sunday. A total of 725 items were auctioned off during the two-day sale here. About 300 serious bidders took part in the event. Hundreds of other curiosity seekers also shuttled back and forth across to the pastoral 500-acre island.
	Interference from protestors who wished to prevent the auction of furnishings from the summer home once owned by Sir William Van Horne didn’t prevent a successful sale, auctioneer Russell Bond said. As many as 12 picketers were beside the road leading to Minister’s Island Saturday and Mayor E. John Boone of St. Andrews and one youth met early buses carrying prospective buyers to the island home Sunday. They were protesting the sale of the items and were critical of the government for not buying the island and the mansion and its contents to preserve them for the province.
	The protestors carried signs but didn’t interfere with the traffic on either day of the two-day sale. Mr. Bond said opponents of the sale had ripped down posters and filled buses which travelled over a sand bar that at low tide gives access to the nearby island, with people who took up space meant to be used by buyers.
	The buses could get to the island for a two-to-three-hour period twice daily. Private cars weren’t allowed to use the route because of private one-land roads on the island and a problem with mud and parking.
	Other major items sold, in addition to the cupboard bought by Mr. McPherson and sold to the province, were a seascape by painter William Hope of St. Andrews for $4,200, a painting of boats in Saint John Harbour by John Hammond for $4,500 and a pool table bought by the province for $2,700.
	The province also bought a Jacobean dining room ensemble for $2,160, a Turkish rug for $1,000 and a Windsor chair for $1,000, in addition to many other items.
	Mr. Langdon refused to say how much the sale brought in but observers who kept a rough tally estimated the sale brought in between $50,000 and $60,000 each day.
	Mr. Bond was critical of the people of St. Andrews for not being represented at the bidding on major items. Miss Alice Caughey, a long-time resident of the town had not had the opportunity to raise money for some of the items, particularly the Renaissance cupboard, some paintings by Van Horne and some of the rugs. She said no attempt was made because the town was told the province would purchase those items.
	Mr. Langdon, who was not present Saturday, but returned on Sunday out of “curiosity,” said the most significant thing about the auction was the exposure it had attracted across the country. Many of the bidders on hand were from other eastern Canadian provinces and the US. “You couldn’t buy all the publicity,” he said.
	The result is, Mr. Langdon said, that people and groups are now more interested and aware of Minister’s Island than ever before. He said two groups expressed an interest in purchasing the whole island Sunday. “I don’t take any serious until they show me the money and the contract,” Mr. Langdon said. However he added, it would only take serious “third party” involved to drive the price of the island up. “What’s to prevent the island from going to somebody else? If you want something you have to go out and get it.”

Telegraph Journal
March 14, 1977
“I Have $25 . . . Who’ll Make it $30?”
Amidst the low din of conversation in the crowded, stuffy drawing room, the amplified voice of auctioneer Russell Bond scarcely took a break.
	Sitting on a bar chair which was parked on a table at the front of the room, the slight, grey-haired and balding man didn’t let up on his techniques of goading the bidders to their maximum efforts. “And now ladies and gentlemen, we have a unique brace back window chair,” Mr. Bond would say as his assistants displayed the antiques in the crowd before him. “Circa 1900. A reproduction and very expensive. Probably (constructed of) maple . . . Are you there at $25?” . . .
	Antique furniture, paintings, sketches, artefacts of all kinds went on the auction block. Most of them were sold for under $100, many in the hundreds of dollars range and a few in the thousands of dollars range. The most sought-after items were those left over from the Van Horne era. These were marked with an asterisk in the 725-item catalogue. The auction was unique because once you were there you couldn’t leave. The only accessible route to the island is across and sand bar during low tide. The auction on both days began when the tide was nearly in. It drew to a close as the bar was clearing again.
	Bidders in attendance included many antique dealers from all over Eastern Canada, a few from the United States, representatives of the province’s Historical Resources Administration and individual collectors. Dealers interviewed felt the object objects were going pretty well at retail prices. J. R. Plester, an antique dealer from London, ON, said the prices were too high for him to make a profit by buying and reselling. Besides the purchase price, Mr. Plester would have the added expense of shipping what he bought back to Ontario.
	“I bid on a number of things,” he said in an interview as the auction was in progress. It’s too expensive unless you are a collector.”
	Another antique dealer, Sandra Thorne, the owner of Fenwick’s House on Antiques in Sussex, said, “It’s a good auction. I don’t think anybody is paying too much for anything.”
	She said there was a fair amount of politicking in progress among the bidders. “You’ll find that at any auction where things of historical value are on the block.” A case in point of this “politicking” involves the purchase by Syd Maskey of Rothesay. Mr. Maskey had the highest bid of $4,200 for an oil painting by William Hope, which was the top price on Saturday. Bidding started at $2,000 before Mr. Maskey, a general contractor, salted away the painting with his offer.
	A little later, Mr. Maskey said a number of people had approached him with the information that Historical Resources Administration representatives were “upset” at him for bidding against them on the painting. An HRA group attended the auction to buy historical objects for the provincial government.
	Mr. Maskey said if he had known he was bidding against the HRA, “I would have thought twice about it (upping the price).” However, he was disturbed at the fact that nobody knew for certain what bidding numbers the HRA was using. “I think they should identify themselves. How do we know he is not an American businessman? What is he (the HRA bidder) afraid of?”
	One of the bidding numbers held by an HRA employee was 10X on Saturday, including an expensive Jacobean dining set. 10X paid $610 for an extension dining table, $1,050 for a set of eight carved oak chairs and $500 for a carved oak sideboard. Although auctioned off as three separate items, all were included in the same ensemble descending from the Van Horne estate. 
	Richard Philips was the holder of Bidding Card 10X.
	Mr. Philips said he was an employee of the HRA and was bidding on behalf of the government. Referring to the way the government representatives were bidding Saturday, Mr. Philips said in an interview Sunday, “The secrecy wasn’t accomplishing anything for us.”
	He said Charles Fo St. Stephen, the curator for the King’s Landing historical site near Fredericton, headed the government delegation Saturday. But Mr. Philips headed the government representatives Sunday. He said there were two other assisting him.
	Mr. Philips declined to say what the government bidders’ budget was. He said he was operating under “suggested limits on each item and a basis for changing that (limit) was based on a criterion established by our superiors.” He did not elaborate.
	Mr. Maskey said that these kinds of proceedings were not uncommon at auctions and was generally not alarmed.
	One of the individual collectors in attendance was Richard Hire of St. Stephen. “The sale is a great opportunity to pick up items at more than a respectable figure,” he said. “I follow them as a hobby.”
	Mr. Hire, whose purchases included antique toy truck and a cavalry resourt, said the bidding was at the “peak retail price” of what you would pay for the items in a shop.”
	
Telegraph Journal
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Government Urged: Purchase Minister’s Island
Leland McGaw (PC Charlotte West) urged the government Wednesday to purchase Minister’s Island
Mr. McGaw said the property, which contains the estate of Sir William Van Horne, construction boss of the CPR, “is now available, and I cannot too strongly recommend to the government that it be purchased, restored to its former condition, and developed as an historic site under provincial control.”
	“Anyone who has seen this property would agree that this is well worth doing, both from the point of view of preserving our heritage and attracting tourists.”
	Education Minister Charles Gallagher said outside the House Wednesday that his department, which included the historical resources administration, was “very interested” in the island but would not say whether a purchase was being considered.”
	Mr. McGaw devoted much of his speech to discussion of the fishing industry . . .

Gleaner
March 9, 1977
Van Horne Home Goes to Auction
The entire contents of a 50-room summer home on nearby Minister’s Island formerly owned by Sir William Van Horne is to go on the auction block during the weekend, auctioneer Russell Bond of Hampton says.
	Bond said an exhibition of the articles, about 60 percent owned by the railway builder, will be on display in buildings on the 500-acre island Thursday. Potential buyers and the public will be allowed on the privately owned island for the exhibition.
	The exhibition was to give buyers a chance to preview the items on sale and to try to cut down on visits to the island from curious people who had no intention of buying while the sale is under way, he said.
	Inquiries had been received from potential buyers in eastern Canada, New England and New York, Bond said, and at least 200 from outside the province were expected. The New Brunswick government and the New Brunswick Museum were also expected to be represented at the sale. He said 725 items would be sold including 25 or 30 etchings and about 20 model ships. Van Horne . . . owned the entire island and used it as his summer home. The property remained in Van Horne family hands after Sir William’s death in 1915 and was sold to a United States syndicate in the early 1930s [sic].
	Bond says it was allowed to deteriorate while owned by the syndicate until it was purchased by United States businessman Norman Langdon in 1970. Langdon said in an interview that he pumped a considerable amount of money into restoration of the property and he now hoped to sell it all.
	The island . . . has been subdivided, he said and the main purpose of the weekend sale was to attract attention of potential buyers for the island. He would not estimate the value of the pieces to be auctioned.

T. Journal
March 12, 1977
Town Council Against Sale
The town council here opposes the auction of 725 items from the former property of Sir William Van Horne . . . . Council voted Tuesday to make a meaningful protest if the government of New Brunswick does not intervene before the sale, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday. The council wants the estate on the 500-acre island preserved as a national historic site, deputy mayor Mary Saunders said.
	
Gleaner
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“Plenty of Backing” Says Boone
Mayor E. John Boone says he will have “plenty of backing” if the Nb government does not step in and purchase Minister’s Island here.
	“You would think I am exaggerating if I told you how many calls I’ve received in the past two days,” Mayor Boone said in an interview Friday.
	“If the province let us down, but I don’t believe they will, I have the names of several people who will offer support,” he said. Calls for assistance in saving the former summer residence and contents of the late Sir William Van Horne on Minister’s Island, Mayor Boone said, have come from all parts of Canada and the United States.
	An auction sale of the contents of the mansion that dominates the island is slated for today and Sunday. Mr. Boone has been pressing the province to purchase the property and restore it as an historical site and tourist attraction. In the legislature Friday Education Minister Charles Gallagher repeated that the province was very interested in the auction. However, he would not say whether representatives of his department would be at the auction. The mayor said he would be on a picket line protesting the auction today and Sunday. “We’re not going to make a big fuss though. We don’t want to jeopardize any possible move by the government to purchase the island.”
	He said he and four other adults, along with several school children, would man the picket line, handing out letters of protest signed by himself and members of the St. Andrews town council.
	
Courier
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Two Canadians buy Minister’s Island. Toronto Art Collector Michael McPherson and Antigonish Radiologist Alexander George.

Courier
March 16, 1977
Langdon Eager To Sell
“I don’t think the auction will make any difference in the provincial government’s attitude toward buying the island,” said Norman Langdon in an interview on Tuesday. Mr. Langdon has been owner of Minister’s Island since 1974.
	“I’ve spent three and a half years of my life on this island and I can get as enthused about Van Horne as anyone, but I’ve finally reached the conclusion that I’m not in the museum business.”
	Mr. Langdon said that since he has been in residence in the house he has allowed many curiosity seekers to tour the place. However, the expense and effort of keeping the house in constantly perfect condition proved to be overwhelming. Two and a half years ago, Mr. Langdon was approached by the provincial government who wanted to purchase the Island. Since then, Mr. Langdon said he has had a number of talks with the government and they have never lived up to the timetables they set up. “But somebody told me that government never acts ‘til it’s too late. Now I don’t believe anything until I see the bucks on the table.”
	In July, Mr. Langdon spoke with Premier Hatfield concerning the ways the government could go about purchasing the Island. There are three people besides Norman Langdon who own portions of the Island. They all got together and zoned the land, creating a large green area of most of the fields, which is to be used jointly by all the owners as recreational land. According to the zoning, it is impossible for any commercial enterprises to be on the Island. It can be used only for private residential use.
	If the provincial government buys, it will have to buy Mr. Langdon’s share for his asking price which is rumoured to be $1.3 million. Then the government will have to negotiate for the other three plots. Mr. Langdon felt the other owners would be willing to sell for the right price. He mentioned that those owners are still in love with their pieces of land and not eager to give them up.
	When Mr. Langdon bough the former William Cornelius Van Horne summer home, the roof leaked and water had been dripping on valuable rugs and prints for some time. Fixing the roof was the first job he had to do on the big house, and he has been working on the house and other buildings around the estate for virtually all the three-and-one-half years.
	When Mr. Langdon was asked about the Van Horne paintings which are now owned by a Halifax collector, he said that he approached the New Brunswick Museum about purchasing the collection. The Museum was not interested in buying the paintings.
	“If there is any way I can be of assistance in helping the government do what they want to do, I am available. I will not stand in the way,” he added.
	“The longer they wait, the more it’s going to cost.” When asked the cost of the island he said, “Because of my involvement with interested parties, I cannot break confidences and discuss price.”
	When Mr. Langdon first bought the island, he bought it with the intention of eventually selling for a profit. Then he went through a period of loving the place so much that he didn’t want to sell. “I’m the biggest dreamer of them all, but I’ve decided I have to sell it now.”
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Council Backed Off
An emergency meeting of the St. Andrews town Council was held Wednesday night to decide what action the council would take regarding the weekend auction of furnishings from the former William Van Horne estate on Minister’s Island.
	The council concluded the only action it was collectively willing to take was to distribute leaflets to people going over to the Island on Saturday and Sunday to purchase objects from the estate.	
	At the Wednesday meeting, council members learned that it was inadvisable for them to take a more militant approach to stopping the auction. There had originally been talk of putting a culvert in the Bar Road on Saturday, thus blocking people from getting to the auction.
	Council learned that representatives from Historical Resources would be present at the auction to bid on the items offered for sale that actually had been possessions of Van Horne and his family. According to Historical Resources, only ten percent of the items for sale are of significant historical value. It was suggested that council offer Historical Resources monetary aid toward the purchase of the Van Horne furnishing in case Historical Resources representatives found their budget depleted before important items came up for bid. However, this proposal was defeated.
	At the regular Monday night council meeting, Mayor Boone was directed by council to call government and foundation officials concerning the auction and the possibilities of stopping it. Mayor Boone reported, “I was pleased that I got return calls from everyone except Premier Hatfield.” However, Mr. Boone did hear from Win Hackett, executive secretary to the premier. Mr. Hackett said that the province is actively pursuing the possibility of purchasing the island.
	According to Mr. Boone, Pierre Berton was willing to have his name used in relation to any stand the town might take toward the blockage of the sale of artefacts from the Van Horne house. Mayor Boone said, “I’m disappointed about council’s attitude. If we find in 10 days or so that the government has been bullshitting us and is not prepared to buy the island, then we should become militant. Government has been dillydallying around at all levels, and we are dillydallying around now. Here is a founder of confederation and this council is doing nothing. This province is being torn apart, North against South, and this is a man who put the country together. What are we doing?”
	The leaflet handed to people on their way to the auction on Saturday and Sunday stated: “The Mayor and Council of the Town of St. Andrews wish to record their distress that appropriate arrangements have not been yet made to secure for the people of Canada a fitting national monument to Sir William Van Horne, one of the builders of the Canadian Nation. In the meantime, we would encourage prospective purchasers of Van Horne memorabilia to agree to pledge their purchase on a permanent basis to this historic site. We hope that such expressions of support for a National monument will further encourage higher levels of government to actively pursue the wishes of so many people at the local and national level.”

Gleaner
March 12, 1977
Editorial?
Action Needed
Today there is a tremendous emphasis on preserving our heritage with the view to establishing our roots. No doubt the successful television version of Alex Haley’s “Roots” has aided the cause of those who wish to maintain a museum of the past for contemporary generations. “Roots,” however, has only been an aid, for historical groups and heritage societies have always been active. 
	In the light of New Brunswick’s historical past and the efforts that numerous individuals have made to restructuring it, citizens can be surprised and perhaps shocked that the provincial government has not moved to purchase the summer residence of the late Sir William Van Horne on Minister’s Island. William Van Horne was one of Canada’s distinguished pioneers. Many may quibble with his character or his personality, nevertheless, his New Brunswick residence should become a public building. In fact, the whole property could well serve as a resort area. Now that the effects, many of which were extremely valuable have been disposed of, surely the government can see the wisdom in purchase of the property.
	It is true government officials had the opportunity to purchase the complete premises “for a song” years ago. At a much higher price, it is still a bargain today. The current administration has spent countless millions on industries which leave no tangible symbol except vacated buildings. To purchase the Van Horne property and establish it a public summer resort would be clear evidence of concrete action by the present government. Not only that, but a nominal tourist fee would also enable the property to return money to the public coffers. How about it? Is anyone listening in the halls of government?

Courier 
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Two Canadians Buy Minister’s Island
New Brunswick Keeps Some Items
At the Van Horne estate auction this past weekend, the provincial government through the Department of Historical Resources purchased most of the items of historical importance.
	An oak Spanish cupboard built in 1642, was purchased by a Toronto dealer and later handed over to the provincial government. The dealer, Michael McPherson, paid $10,500 for the item.
	In pre-auction speculation on Saturday, a representative from Historical Resources felt that the whole auction would bring $50,000, no more. However, by the end of the auction Sunday the total figure was closer to $100,000. He calculated that less than 10 percent of the items had been there in Van Horne’s day. The same Historical Resources representative said that the pool table, one of the items the government successfully bid on, would either go for a song or for a pile of money.
	No one knew who was in the crowd and how much money they were willing to spend. The government paid $2,700 for the pool table and they probably consider it a steal.
	A painting by William Hope was also purchased by the government for $4,200. Hope was a protégé of Sir William. The studio on the town side of the bar leading to the island was built by Van Horne to accommodate his artist friend, Hope.
	The provincial government also purchased a painting by John Hammond, the Jacobean dining room ensemble, a Turkish rug, Windsor chair and other items. Most of the oriental rugs in the house had been purchased before the sale by a private party.
	Three hundred people attended the auction, a large number of them from New Brunswick. Others attending travelled from Texas, Georgia, Halifax, Toronto, and Montreal. The event was highly publicized in the media.
	
New Brunswick Decision This Week—Boone
Courier? 1977
A decision by the province on the purchase of Minister’s Island here should be known by the “end of the week,” says Mayor E. John Boone of St. Andrews
	Mayor Boone said in an interview that a government official had assured him a decision would be made at the end of this week at the latest. He declined to name the official. . . . An auction of artefacts from the Horne era contained in the 28-room mansion that dominate the island estate, took place Saturday and Sunday. American businessman Norman Langdon currently owns most of the island property. Mayor Boone and St. Andrews town council opposed the auction. The mayor and about one dozen other persons manned a demonstration group on the weekend that carried placards and handed out a prepared statement opposing the auction.
	The statement, signed by the mayor and members of the town council, expressed concern that arrangement to purchase the island turn it into a national monument had not been made. It encouraged prospective buyers of Van Horne memorabilia to agree to pledge that they will subsequently loan their purchases on a permanent basis “for this historic site.”
	Mayor Boone had planned to blockade the auction but changed his mind last week, when the government said it would look into purchasing the island for historical reasons. He said the low key demonstration was in line with a government request to “keep it down.” He said the government was in a very delicate stage of negotiations with Mr. Langdon,” in discussing purchasing the 500 acre estate.”
	He said it was “meaningful” that government had responded to the wishes of the town. Support for the mayor’s cause came in from throughout North America. “You would think I was exaggerating if I told how much support I’ve received,” he said. He had said last week that he would look into purchasing the estate with public support and restore it an national historic monument. Now it appears the government may be in, he said. “We await the government decision on buying the island,” Mr. Boone said.

Telegraph Journal
March ? 1977
Former Gardener—Favors Government Purchase of Island
Steve Belding, Staff Writer
Nobody feels any more strongly that Minister’s Island here should be purchased by the provincial government and renovated into a historical site than W. J. (Bill) Clarke. But he’s a little dubious about the fuss the town of St. Andrews has been kicking up about the matter lately. “I think it’s a little late,” the 72-year-old former head gardener of Minister’s Island said in an interview. “They should have done it quite a few years ago.” 
Mr. Clarke was referring specifically to a demonstration by a group of citizens opposing a public auction on the 500 acre island last weekend and outcries against it last week by the town council of St. Andrews.
A talkative, friendly man, Mr. Clarke was at the scene of the auction in a drawing room of the main mansion of the former summer estate of national figure Sir William Van Horne. He watched as one antique and artefact after another went on the auction block—items that he’d been close to in the past and which had been part of the distinct character of the rambling, Dutch-flavoured structure which is called Covenhoven.
Again he was not overly saddened by the spectacle. Last weekend’s sale was only the final in series of sales which has seen Minister’s Island stripped of its once grand personality. “Most of the stuff has long since gone.” 
	The Clarke family has quite a tradition of its own on the island. Bill’s father Harry became its head gardener in 1898. When his father died in 1931, Bill took over the job which he maintained until 1974. Then he had a heart attack and was forced to withdraw at least partially from the scene. Bill grew up on the island. He was one of nine children in the family, which lived in a six-bedroom, one-level house on the western shore of the island. When he became head gardener, he raised his own family for four in the same house. When the former owners of the island fell into precarious financial straits about 12 years ago, he said, he decided to move because of the uncertainty. But he didn’t go far away. Today, Mr. Clarke’s own house in on the Bar Road just up the road from the natural causeway which connects Minister’s Island to the mainland when the tide is out.
	The interior contents of the buildings on Minister’s Island are no longer present. Gone are the fine gardens, flower beds, lily pond, the well-groomed paths along the shore and through the woods, and the glass vineries which he remembers so vividly. “At one time we had seven different vineries in one house and six in another,” Mr. Clarke says. 
	Five buildings have also been torn down.
	When the island was still in the Van Horne estate, Mr. Clarke said, he had a crew of seven in the warm months and three in the winter. There was another separate crew to look after the farm. Upwards of 20 people would be employed to maintain the estate during peak times he said. “During Van Horne’s time, the place was well-kept. The place was polluted with people (tourists),” Mr. Clarke said. “We used to meet all kinds of people.”
	The Van Horne era, were the good years which have passed, however.
	Sir William bought the island around the turn of the century, about 15 years after he spearheaded the building of he CPR. He purchased it from the estate of Rev. Samuel Andrews, the first minister in St. Andrews. Mr. Andrews had been given a grant to the property in 1786 and gave the island its name. The property stayed in the Van Horne estate until the late 1950’s when it was bought by a Untied States corporation which soon fell into financial difficulty. Then there were not enough funds to properly maintain the grounds and the farm, Mr. Clarke said.
	In 1965 and 1967, the corporation fell behind in payments to the New Brunswick government which held the mortgage on the island. Twice the property was advertised for sale, but both times the payments were made before a sale was negotiated. Norman Langdon, who currently owns most of the island, purchased it from the corporation in late 1971. When the future of the island became uncertain, Mr. Clarke said, the former employees began to clear out. Before long, there were only himself and his sons left to work on the island and its condition was allowed to deteriorate. “It (Minister’s Island) was left to the mercy of the world,” Mr. Clarke says. “Then the government asked me to look after it.”
	Mr. Clarke maintains a high respect for Mr. Langdon who has done extensive renovation to Covenhoven. “That’s a whole lot more than any of the others did.”
Although officially, Mr. Clarke is no longer the gardener at Minister’s Island, he still keeps his hand in. Wherever Mr. Langdon or his young gardener Wade Veinotte have any questions, “they come to me,” Mr. Clarke says.
Mr. Langdon currently has the island up for sale again. And there has been a public outcry from St. Andrews for the provincial government to buy it. Protestors against the auction, have also requested successful bidders to loan their purchases to the back to the former Van Horne estate should it be bought by the government and restore it as a historical site and a tourist attraction. “They should give it to the people,” Mr. Clarke says.

Island Now Historic Site
March 30? 1977
The New Brunswick government declared the former summer residence of Sir William Van Horne a protected historic site Wednesday, but one of the new owners of Minister’s Island says the government may be too late.
	Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, said Wednesday most of the island’s artefacts are long gone, carted off by the estimated 300 persons who attended a weekend auction. He said the only artefacts of real value that he had purchased, a set of chests dating from 1782, had already been offered to the government. The rest was shipped off the island just after last weekend’s auction, he said, and are now in Antigonish.
	Education Minister Charles Gallagher said in the legislature Wednesday the government’s declaration prohibits the owners of the Island near St. Andrews from excavating on the island or removing “any historical or anthropological object” without a permit. The Minister’s announcement followed the sale of the 500 acre island and 24 room home of Van Horne, the builder of the CPR, earlier this week by Norman Langdon, a Maine businessman, to Dr. George and a Toronto mining contractor, Mike McPherson.	
	Dr. George told The Times the government’s surprise declaration Wednesday amounts to “little more than expropriation” but that he and his partner will “talk with the government.”
	He said they wouldn’t enter the talks with “a chip on our shoulder” but that they would expect a “pretty good explanation” of the move from the government.
	George said he is not resigned to selling the island to New Brunswick. “I never give upon anything,” but if the legislation proved to be something that “restricts our utilization of the property, then it’s not much use to us.”
	He said the attitude of both himself and his partner will depend on what directions the negotiations wit the government take. “We’ll talk first and see what happens.”
	However, if the government decided to take the property, “They will be obliged to compensate us for what we paid for it.” George declined to say what the purchase price was.
	Describing the island as a “very beautiful piece of property,” George said he and McPherson bought the island in “good faith” and were surprised by the government’s sudden “aggressive” move. “We’re not that enthusiastic about it.” They had planned to make it a working farm.
	The government had five or six years to negotiate the sale of the property, he said and now they suddenly turn around in two or three days. Gallagher said Wednesday the sale of the property surprised the government because it had been negotiating with Langdon for several weeks for the island’s purchase. The province, he noted, had bought “a significant portion” of the home’s artefacts during the auction. . . .

Barometer
March 9, 1978
Guy Pothier
Van Horne: Builder, hero, artist
Until just a few years ago the name of Sir William Van Horne was unknown to all but railway buffs and students of 19th century history.
	The nationalism of the last decade has brought a great number of Canadian historical figures out of obscurity, one of them Van Horne, chief engineer, builder and later president of the CPR. We are, of course, indebted to Pierre Berton for reintroducing us to this true giant from our past.
	Any reader of Berton will know that Van Horne was a man of many parts: railway engineer, construction boss, transportation executive, promoter of utilities and high technology industries, gourmet, drinker, prestidigitator, card player, connoisseur, art patron and painter.	
	Van Horne was clearly a man of immense practical skill, organizational ability, physical dexterity, energy curiosity and resource. He seemed to combine the roles of cavalryman, field commander, military engineer and supply officer. But his closes associates were the leading figures of Montreal finance around the turn of the century.	
	He worked with George Stephen and Lord Strathcona on the CPR. Towards the end of his life, he knew and advised those rising young Maritimers, James Dunn and Max Aitken, later Lord Beaverbrook. He was not, however, much interested in pure finance or speculation. He became disdainful of politicians. And he remained indifferent to larger intellectual matters. His interests were in projects requiring technical knowledge and organizational skill.
	There were two things that Van Horne did supremely well. Each by itself would make him a significant figure in Canadian history, worthy of study and emulation. Though they appear disparate at first sight, they reflect the same personality. One, by now very well known, was the building and operation of railways. The other, known only to specialists, was Van Horne’s role as art collector, patron and painter.
	Scholars have acknowledged Van Horne’s importance in the history of Canadian painting, but it is an aspect of his career that has never been fully investigated, documented or chronicled. One man, at least, is trying to dispel this ignorance. Robert Manuge, the Halifax art dealer, not only believes that Van Horne was an important collector and patron, he is prepared to make high claims for Van Horne as a painter. He offers tangible evidence of his convictions. He has just acquired 21 of these paintings from an American dealer, Victor Beal, who in turn bought them from the owner of the Van Horne summer house on Minister’s Island, off the New Brunswick coast. Manuge is anxious to ensure the preservation of the paintings as a group for public display somewhere in Canada. By buying the paintings himself, Manuge has at least temporarily interrupted their passage from dealer to dealer, and prevented their possible dispersal into various private and public collections. He wants the Canadian government to acquire them.
	Manuge speaks about Van Horne with a sense of mission and obviously relishes his role as rescuer of an historically important group of Canadian paintings. To him, Van Horne is a great national figure, “a hero Canadians from all parts of the country can share.”
	It disturbs him both that we don’t celebrate our historical figures and that we have so few truly national heroes. “Even Laurier and Macdonald, if you mention them to some people, they will still say, “Oh, he’s just a Liberal, he’s just a Conservative!”
	This man of deep regional loyalties wants to establish and promote truly national heroes. And Van Horne, aside from all his other accomplishments, does stand outside political battles and regional squabbling. But Manuge is frustrated that the Van Horne story is not more widely known, and that governments have remained indifferent to the fate of his paintings.
	Even the briefest glimpse at these paintings, temporarily hanging in the City Club in downtown Halifax, confirms Van Horne’s claims to serious consideration as a painter. Most of the canvases are large, several feet in either dimension. Almost all are landscapes and, with one exception they depict Canadian scenes. There are not portraits, still life’s or genre paintings. There is one cartoon and one or two pencil sketches.
	While their range of genre or subject seems limited, Van Horne’s paintings have considerable variety in style, technique, and influence. They show great technical accomplishment and powers of assimilation rather than a distinctive, powerful artistic personality. Among his chief influences were the Canadian painters whose work he commissioned for the CPR, and whom he took along with him on his inspection tours of the systems
	His paintings are fully thought out, carefully drafted and finely executed. His mastery of line and color is remarkable. What seems most striking and original in his painting, however, is his feeling for natural objects and phenomena. They show careful, sensitive renditions of foliage, terrain, water and sky, but not animals or people. They also reveal an attention to color, shape and texture that inevitably recalls the impressionists.
	Just as Van Horne sometimes seems on the brink of impressionism, so does he anticipate a fresh, unstereotyped attitude towards the Canadian landscape. His paintings do not go to extremes. They are neither overly domesticated nor marked by an excessively titanic view of nature. They suggest a view of nature at once untamed and virginal.
	As a collector, Van Horne was pre-eminent. Russell Harper, the author of the standard work Painting in Canada, states flatly that Van Horne recognized the promise of James Wilson Morrice, the early 20th century Montreal painter who, uniquely among Canadians of the period, made a secure place for himself in the enormously rich Paris art world of that time.
	Even as late as 1910, Van Horne maintained his interest in contemporary developments in the arts. He was apparently the one Montreal collector willing to acquire post-impressionists. He also possessed a highly important collection of Japanese and Chinese porcelain. His notes and sketches of this collection are held in the Montreal Museum of Fine Art, but under the most restricted circulation.	
	 Robert Manuge himself owns about 85 pieces from this collection. One detail about Van Horne’s porcelains tells something about his virtuosity and dispatch. When he made sketches of his pieces, he set himself a time limit of 20 minutes. The display of his drafting talents recalls the famous story of the evening when he stayed up overnight at his summer home to surprise his awakening guests with a painting of the moonlit scene they had so admired the night before.
	William Van Horne offers an almost unparalled example of intelligent, informed connoisseurship and practice of the arts by a man of action, a precursor of Winston Churchill. Both in his professional career and his most consuming avocation, the US born Van Horne appears as the prototypical Canadian figure. Legend and anecdote suggest a blunt, swashbuckling American frontiersman and tycoon. The actual achievement shows an organized, energetic figure, a builder and administrator who pursed his enthusiasm for art with systematic zeal and fine discernment. Finally, he is revealed as an enormously gifted, highly sensitive painter.
	
Telegraph Journal
March 22, 1977
Van Horne Lives Again as You Stroll His Island
Alistair Cameron
Editor’s Note: Van Horne and his summer home on Minister’s Island, St. Andrews, have been much in the news in recent days because of the sale of the house and its contents. The following is an account of the property by Alistair Cameron, who with his wife resided in the Gardener’s Cottage from April 1973 until may 1975. A retired postmaster of Woodstock, Nb, Mr. Cameron wrote this account during those two years. 
(sentimental voyage)

March 23, 1977
Auction clears Van Horne estate of priceless artefacts but province claims Mansion
The province of New Brunswick has declared Minister’s Island near St. Andrews to be a protected site under the Historic Sites Protection Act.
	Charles Gallagher, the minister for historical resources, said this step was taken to ensure the preservation of the Island as a unique part of the heritage of New Brunswickers.
	“With known occupation of the Island beginning around 750 BC, continuing through the pre-Loyalist periods, the Van Horne era and up to the present, Minister’s Island represents a significant element of our heritage.”
	A senior official of the historical resources administration had been carrying out negations with the Island’s major owner, Norman Langdon . . . province. “I am therefore both surprised and disappointed that Minister’s Island was sold to a third party. It is however the Government’s intention to negotiations, in good faith, for the purchase of the Island from the new owners.”
	Protected status under the Historic Sites Protection Act, means that “No person shall excavate or alter in any way a protected site or remove or cause to be removed therefrom any historical or anthropological object unless he is the holder of a permit.” In order to apply for a permit, the applicant must first publish notice of his intentions in two consecutive issues of the Royal Gazette. . . .

St. Croix Courier
March, 1977
Michael O’Rourke, a representative with Historical Resources, said on Monday that people who bought items at the Minister’s Island auction are free to pick up their possessions. The fact that the buildings on Minister’s Island were declared historical sites under the Historic Sites protection Act will not prevent people from obtaining their possessions. When asked why the Government declared the Island an Historic site last Tuesday, Mr. O’Rourke commented that the provincial government had been negotiating in good faith with Mr. Langdon toward purchasing the Island when on Monday afternoon Historic Resources learned a portion of the land had been sold to Michael McPherson and Dr. George. Confusion resulted from the sale and in order to protect the Island, it was immediately declared an Historic site.
	The declaration means that no alterations may be made to the buildings by the new owners without permission of the Department of Historic Resources. The province is actively negotiating with the new owners of the land to purchase it. If it is bought by the government, it will be under the jurisdiction of Historic Resources with possible involvement by other government departments.

March 22, 1977
Rev. Charles J. Mersereau
Bath, New Brunswick
(the man said by Clarke to have bought the big carpet)
Sir,
More and more one becomes convinced that the government is the enemy of the people. There are so many betrayals. One such betrayal took place in 1959.
	At that time the Van Horne Property on Minister’s Island was offered for sale for $50,000. The province of New Brunswick had the opportunity of purchasing it for practically nothing. The government leaders deliberately ignored the opportunity.
	The 500 acre island included the main mansion with 28 rooms and twenty other buildings—stables, barns, boat-houses, three dwelling houses, greenhouses, a hunting chalet, a conservatory, the historic Andrews’ stone house (dated 1786), residence of the first Anglican minister, a stone tower overlooking the sea, a swimming pool cut out of the solid coastal rock, bathing houses and an air strip. The main barn alone had cost $50,000 and had been newly roofed.
	Included with the buildings were all the furnishings even to the silver, the linen and the dishes. The fabulous oriental rugs, fitted to each room were imported from the orient via Canadian Pacific steamships. Sir William’s collection of oil . . . are now valued at $300,000 and are the property of an art collector in Halifax. Among the outstanding features of the Main Mansion are the two pillars on each side of the fireplace in the main drawing room. They came from an early Renaissance baldachin. Sir William outbid the German Kaiser at the auction at which they were sold.
	The landscaping of the gardens would cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, and the scenic roads all around the island which provide vistas of breath-taking beauty would cost further hundreds of thousands of dollars. The Island could have become Canada’s most beautiful provincial park.
	In 1959 five American businessmen from Ohio, decided to purchase the property through a Real Estate Agent, Mr. Charles Van Horne, MP of Campbellton (no relative of the Island’s owners). At this junction, I telephoned the owner, Mrs. Ann (Van Horne) Beattie in Montreal, and asked her if she could postpone the sale until I informed the provincial government. She said the Royal Trust company would allow her only a three-day delay, and when I telephoned the trust officer Mr. Louis Roy, in Montreal, he confirmed this postponement of three days.
	I immediately telephoned the Premier, Hon. Hugh John Flemming, and described the urgency of an immediate decision. He held a session with the cabinet and the treasury board on the next day, and then informed me of their negative verdict. Even the Charlotte County member of the Cabinet voted against the purchase saying he considered this a business venture for private enterprise only. At that time an expenditure of $300,000 was being invested in the Oak Bay causeway Park. Such a small feature compared to the Minister’s Island.
	I now come to the scandalous part of the affair. The Province of New Brunswick provided the $50,000 loan to the Ohio businessmen enabling them to negotiate the purchase! New Brunswick financially backed their mortgage! Four years ago the Royal Gazette documented their reimbursement of this amount, when these men resold the property to Norman Langdon, the present owner.
	I sympathize with Mayor Boone of St. Andrews in his efforts to have the province purchase the Island and its furnishings. It is unfortunate that in 1959 there were so few public-spirited citizens such as he in St. Andrews. There was no concerted effort to protect the sale at that time. St. Andrews was lethargic and allowed this magnificent property to go out of local hands. The town fathers of that period had a project of their own to further the picnic site at the upper end of town. This minute effort was allowed to distract them from the much worthier project of Minister’s Island.
	St. Andrews has missed many such opportunities including the million-dollar offer of Lady Davis to develop Chamcook Mountain and it surrounding lakes as a memorial Park in honor of her husband. Another lost opportunity was Mrs. Eidlitz’s generous offer to donate her estate for a much greater development than the present Sunbury Shores. The town miffed it on these two occasions.
	The province spent two million dollars or more to purchase and renovate the Algonquin Hotel. What is the hotel in comparison with the magnificent Minister’s Island? Really, peanuts. Ten million dollars was spent on King’s landing, and this project does not compare with the already established Minister’s Island, with its unsurpassable beauty, and its already operable buildings!
	The recent auction sale saw one cabinet alone sell for $10,500. The one piece represents one fifth of the entire cost of Minister’s Island in 1959. What fools we were to have allowed the politicians “to sell us down the river” in 1959. They did not then seem to care that the citizens of New Brunswick were losing a priceless historical heritage.

Telegraph Journal
April 1, 1977
Talks Scheduled to Resume Tuesday
Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, one of the current owners of Minister’s Island near St. Andrews, says he and his partner should know sometime today whether it will be worth their while to meet with provincial government officials next week to negotiate the sale of the 500-acre island.
	A meeting has been lined up between the two parties Tuesday in Fredericton. Dr. Alexander, a 51-year-old radiologist, said in an interview Thursday, there’ll be no point in attending the meeting personally “unless something definite” can be arranged out of the session.
	In a surprise move two weeks ago, Dr. Alexander and Michael McPherson of Toronto purchased most of the island from its former owner Norman Langdon following an auction of the contents of the main residence of the estate, which was formerly owned by national figure Sir William Van Horne.
	The government had previously been negotiating with Mr. Langdon for the purchase of the property, which is regarded to have historical significance in view of its connection to Van Horne who was instrumental in the construction of the CPR.
	When Dr. Alexander and Mr. McPherson bought the island, the provincial government immediately approached them about selling it. The government has also declared the property as protected historic sites to insure against any further sale.
	Dr. Alexander said he and Mr. McPherson, a former business partner, own the land jointly and are represented by the same lawyer in their dealing with the provincial government. Just who is to represent New Brunswick at the Tuesday meeting is of great concern to the current owners. “We’re not going to go there and sit and talk to somebody who can’t make any decisions,” Dr. Alexander said.
	The deal with Mr. Langdon was finalized March 14—the day after the auction. Two days later, Dr. Alexander said, he and his partner met with a provincial government . . . Dr. Alexander said as for Tuesday he hopes the situation is “clarified as far as what the details are and what we’re talking about.”
	“We’re very interested in knowing if this is a ploy or whether they (the government) have some specific plans. If they don’t have any plans for the island, maybe this is some game. We’re not too sure.”
	The government has never directly stated to the current owners that it is seriously interested in buying the island and developing it as a historical site and tourist attraction, Dr. Alexander said.
	Lawyers of both parties are mulling over the technicalities of the property and jockeying the position of each side, Dr. Alexander said. He said his lawyer should be able to indicate today whether the Tuesday meeting would be worth the expense of travelling for both him and Mr. McPherson.
	Meanwhile, Dr. George MacBeath of Fredericton, the deputy head of the Historical Resources Administration, said in an interview Thursday he thought the government had made it quite clear to the present owners that it was sincerely interested in buying the island. He also denied that the official who previously met with the two owners didn’t have any authority to make decisions. “That’s not so,” Mr. MacBeath said. “The person had all the necessary authority.”
	Dr. Alexander would not divulge their asking price for the island—“ little more than we paid for it,” he said.
	How much did they pay for it?
	“Considerably more than the government was willing to offer.”
	Neither of the current owners went to the auction with the preconceived idea of buying the island, Dr. Alexander said. It just “happened.”
	“We were attracted to it because it was a valuable piece of land.”
	The co-owner said they were willing to sell the entire island or portions of it. Dr. Alexander said he didn’t feel the . . .
	
Island Talks to Go Ahead
April? 1977
The Antigonish radiologist who is part-owner of Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews, says he and his partner will abide by legal advice they received Friday and attend a meeting with provincial government officials next week to discuss the sale of the pastoral 500-acre package of land.
	“The lawyer phoned and said he had made arrangement,” Dr Alexander George, 51, said in an interview Friday. “We hope for a fruitful meeting. The government claims it wants to have a fruitful relationship.” In statements he made Thursday Dr. George had been dubious about attending the session. He had said he doubted the government’s sincerity in its bid to purchase the island, which is regarded to have historical significance. The session is to get under way at 2 pm in Fredericton. . . . A Toronto based law firm representing Dr. George and Michael McPherson, a Toronto mining contractor, who purchased the island jointly on March 14 from an American businessman, has been in communication with a lawyer representing the province about the proposed sale, Dr. George said. He said the lawyers cleared up a few points Friday and their counsel “advised us to attend the meeting.”

Telegraph Journal
Island Deal Near?
April 6? 1977
One of the owners of Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews, said he and his partner expect word sometime today on an “exciting proposal” that was made Tuesday to the provincial government involving a sale of all or a portion of the 500-acre island. “They’re quite interested” in the proposal, Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, said in an interview Tuesday after meeting with government officials. . . . The meeting between the government and the owners was set up last week. Dr. George wouldn’t say who personally represented the province. He said they were members of the provincial Historical Resources Administration which comes under the jurisdiction of the department of education. . . .

Telegraph Journal
April 7? 1977
Government Attitude Annoys Island Owner
Provincial government officials did not respond Wednesday to three proposals made by the co-owners of Minister’s Island involving the sale of all or part of the island, Michael McPherson of Toronto, one of the owners, said Wednesday.
	Mr. McPherson said in an interview the next three or four days could be “critical” if the government wants to buy the land because the co-owners are considering other offers relating to the sale of the island. Mr. McPherson said the proposals were made at a meeting held here Tuesday. He said a government negotiator told the men he would try to get the proposals before the provincial cabinet at their regular meeting held Wednesday. However, by late Wednesday afternoon, Mr. McPherson said neither co-owner Dr. Alexander George, an Antigonish, NS radiologist, or himself had heard anything from the government.
	A spokesman for the Historical Resources Administration, the government agency that sent a representative to the meeting, declined to comment on whether the proposals were considered by cabinet. Mr. McPherson, a mining contractor, said one of the proposals would have involved the sale of the entire 500-acre island to the government. That proposal would have given the government control over the former summer residence of Sir William Van Horne, the man who was responsible for the construction of the CPR.
	The men proposed a second offer that would have allowed the government to buy the home and 100 acres of land.
	The third proposal, which Mr. McPherson said he personally favored, would have involved the sale of 63 percent of the land to the government. If that proposal was accepted, the government would have become the owner of about 335 acres of land.
	Mr. McPherson declined to provide details about the financial arrangements involving the three proposals. “I will say that one proposal would have cost the government far less than we paid for the island,” he said. “We made one offer that I don’t see how the government could afford to turn down.”
	Mr. McPherson criticized the government negotiator. “We didn’t know his facts about the island,” Mr. McPherson said. “He looked at the proposals but made no counter offers.”
	Meanwhile, Mr. McPherson said he is considering several other offers related to the use of the island but he declined to elaborate on the matter except to say that one offer originated from outside Canada. However, Mr. McPherson said he is restricted in what activities can take place on the island because the government expropriated it as an historic site meaning, among other things, that no development can take place there.
	“I don’t think they (government officials) really want the island,” he said.
	Mr. McPherson said he is very upset about the government’s attitude. Mr. McPherson said he was heading to Toronto last night. “I won’t be coming back here to discuss the matter with government officials unless they come up with a serious proposal,” he said. “They (government officials) will have to come to me if they have a proposal to make but I’m not holding my breath.”

Globe and Mail
April 9, 1977
Government is Blackmailing Us, Owner of Van Horne Island Says
Toronto art collector Michael McPherson, part owner of Minister’s Island, says the New Brunswick government “is blackmailing us in a sense” to try to get the island for very little money. The province has been under public pressure to buy the island, former summer home of CPR railway builder Sir William Van Horne. However, “I don’t think the government wants the island,” Mr. McPherson said.
	After McPherson and Antigonish radiologist Alexander George bought the island for an estimate $1 million from former owner Norman Langdon, a realtor from Ellsworth, Maine, the province put the island under the Historical Protections Act.
	This meant that the new owners could not change anything on the island without the consent of Historical Resources Minister Charles Gallagher. Mr. McPherson said this is unconstitutional and that he is investigation the possibility of legally challenging the legislation. He and Dr. George went to Fredericton earlier this week, at the Government’s request, to negotiate sale of the island to the province. But Mr. McPherson said they were unable to see Mr. Gallagher or to reach him by telephone. They dealt instead with a lawyer and research and development director Michael O’Rourke.
	The owners presented three proposals to the government men, but received no counter proposal, Mr. McPherson said. “I think they want to offer less than $1 million for the whole thing. Wed be lucky to break even.” Earlier, the Government offered the former owner about $500,000 for the island. Mr. Langdon paid about $400,000 for the island and spent about $300,000 for repairs to Covenhoven, the Van Horne mansion.
	In 1963, the New Brunswick government could have bought the island for $81,000. 
	Mr. O’Rourke refused to comment on the province’s possible purchase of Ministers Island. But he said he would be responding to the owners’ proposals sometime next week.
	Mr. McPherson said offers to buy the island have been received from at least two private developers, and if the New Brunswick government wants to respond, it will have to do so by next Tuesday. He said that any further meetings with Government will have to be held in Toronto. Mr. McPherson also said that the New Brunswick government spent about $50,000 on items it said were part of the Van Horne collection, sold by auction in March.

Telegraph Journal
April 11, 1977
Sir, Most Canadians deplore our lack of national fervor. We careless tear down monuments which we could revere. We relegate to oblivion any heroes which we could emulate. But things are changing. Canadians are demanding that their heritage no longer be destroyed and that the exploits of our early citizens be recounted with pride. The main residence of Sir William Van Horne on Sherbrooke St. in Montreal was torn down earlier in this decade. However, as evidence that times have changed, the 50-room summer home of Canada’s railway builder on Minister’s Island near St. Andrews, New Brunswick, is back, in Canadian hands. And it will not be demolished. The 500-acre island, only accessible by a quarter-mile sandbar at low tide three hours per day, will become a shrine to our national dream of a transcontinental nation. Not only should we preserve monuments to our collective strivings and growing pains as a nation, but we should be constantly seeking to unearth the stories of heroes and heroines which our lack of nationalism has buried . . . [important point]
—John Lang, District School Supervisor, Lecturer in a course in Canadian history in which Ann Brennan is a student, Perth-Andover, New Brunswick

T. Journal
April 15, 1977
Island Talks: “Difference of several $100,000”
Larry Grossman, Staff Writer
Although the provincial government still wants to purchase Minister’s Island from its co-owners, officials are not optimistic a deal can be worked out in the near future. T. Michael O’Rourke, director of research and development for the historical resources administration, said Thursday.
	Mr. O’Rourke said in an interview there is a difference of several $100,000 between what the government is willing to pay for the historic site and the price that the co-owners are asking for the island.
	Mr. O’Rourke, who is the man responsible for negotiating with the co-owners, said he was forced to turn down three proposals made by co-owners Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and Michael McPherson of Toronto at a meeting held here last week because the sale price was too steep.
	However, Dr. George said in a telephone interview from his home Thursday the government did not negotiate during the session. “They (government officials) made no concrete proposal. They simply told us how much money they would spend and they said the government is only willing to purchase the entire island. If they want to buy the island, they have to pay a fair price for it,” he added.
	Mr. O’Rourke said he did make a counterproposal for the purchase of the entire island but it was turned down. “We think it was a fair offer,” he said. “Their (the co-owners) price was unrealistic.”
	Neither Mr. O’Rourke or Dr. George would say how much money was attached to the various proposals that were discussed at the meeting. Mr. O’Rourke said as far as the government is concerned, the co-owners will have to make a new proposal if negotiations are to resume for the purchase of the 500 acre island located near St. Andrews.
	Asked if the co-owners would make other proposals to the government, Dr. George said “that’s hilarious. For what purpose would we approach them again if they are not even willing to negotiate?” Dr. George, a radiologist, said both he and Mr. McPherson, a mining contractor, are discussing the sale of the island with several other groups.
	“I am not at liberty to discuss the details of these negotiations right now,” he said, adding that the men feel no obligation to continue discussions with the provincial government. In a surprise move, the men purchased the island from a Maine businessman in March. The island contains the former summer home of Sir William Van Horne, who was in charge of constructing the CPR.
	The sale of the island followed an auction of the contents of the house at which Mr. O’Rourke said the government purchased 95 auction items for a total of $30,000. He said since it doesn’t appear that an agreement will be worked . . .
	“We (government officials) had left the articles on the island in the hope that we would be able to purchase the site,” he . . . . “Since the purchase doesn’t appear likely in the near future, we are going to put the articles in storage.” Asked what will happen to the articles, Mr. O’Rourke said . . . .

Gleaner
April 20, 1977
Sir, Minister’s Island at high tide, the Minister’s Peninsula at low tide, are dear to the hearts of the people of south-western New Brunswick. It is a significant to all of the people of Canada as the last remaining significant relic of Sir William Van Horne who forged the twin bands of steel across the swamps, over the Prairies and through the mountains, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, to enable a united Canada. (British Columbia’s condition for Confederation—the railroad must arrive)
	It is time again for men and women of vision and determination. That which Van Horne enabled is now threatened with destruction by those of determination but little vision. History teaches us that civilizations that ignore their past have little future. As Santayana said, “Those that ignore the mistakes of the past are doomed to repeat them.” Minister’s Island has been offered to the Crown in the past. Nothing has happened but an escalation of price. The Van Horne relics from Minister’s Island have been scattered by public auction. There is no effective public outcry. What of the future if so little value is placed on the past?
	A dreadful specter looms—Quebec separating—the Maritimes, emotionally and politically loyal to Canada, but economically unviable—the West, rich in natural resources, port and productivity, with an increasingly powerful separatist party. This can but must not happen. This will not happen, but only if all Canadians do their part, both as governments and individuals.
	What, you say, does Minister’s Island have to do with this? That question is best answered by another question. If we cannot honor the memory of the engineer who physically enabled a politically united Canada, what of our future?
	The next question: how would government acquisition help to preserve Canadian unity? The answer is that it would not; the purchase itself would do nothing. It would depend on what was done after purchase. What should then be done? The island physically should be preserved in its natural state for the enjoyment of all nature lovers. The manor house and its landscaped ground should become a festival of cultural and educational activities and a French-English exchange center dedication to Canadian unity. Let there be action.
—Gordon Higgins, MD
Joe’s Point Road, St. Andrews

April 23, 1977
Minister’s Island: Some Observations
Dear Sir,
I wish to express a personal view of government attempt to purchase Minister’s Island. It is my understanding that:
1. For some months the Government of New Brunswick was discussing the purchase of the Island from the recent former owner.
2. A public auction of the Van Horne artefacts was held.
3. Another party attending the auction suddenly bought the Island.
Certain deductions can be made from the above:
1. That the former owner was completely frustrated or dissatisfied with Government action.
2. That the new owners acted precipitously.
The writer does not question the legality of the sale and purchase, nor can he comment on the terms of any resale to Government. In the business world it is not uncommon for a third party to move in an outbid. However, to do this with the representatives of the people, in a highly emotional area, is another matter.
	The BNA act clearly gives the provinces control over land (in a sense the Crown never sells land, only the rights to land if the rents [taxes] are paid).
	The Crown owns all land from the high water mark—the beaches, bars, etc. The powers of government are great.
1.1.	The island can be reassessed and taxed at a new rate.
2.	Any new buildings must meet certain standards of quality and size.
3.	Any new subdividing must be built on within two years.
4.	More radical powers: the Bar road can be proclaimed a natural beach part and all vehicles prohibited.
5.	The Island can be expropriated for a park.
One would hope that commons sense prevails. The essentials of the situation as this writer sees it are as follows:
1.1.	The manor house and a surrounding area become public property.
2.	As presumably there would be no realty fee, this could be pro-rated to the owners.
3.	As the manor house itself is a major improvement, this be given consideration.
4.	That the remainder of the island be developed . . . restraints of zoning, quality . . . time.
Gordon Higgins,
Joe’s Point,St. Andrews

Courier
May 4/1977
Shiretown Coins are Collector’s Items. “This year’s dated nickel-copper addition features an engraving of the Algonquin Hotel.” (First issued 1976; proved popular. 7,500 minted. Same sizes as standard Canadian coin dollar. Photo. First had blockhouse on reverse.

Courier
Courier
May 11/1977
Minister’s Island Price Up. Owners plan to sell off top of island as luxury home lots. Envisage conference center. Barn would be fabulous place for theatre—Shakespeare or Shaw. Furniture purchased by McPherson at auction purchased by province. Owners have jacked price dramatically last few months.

May 11/1977
Minister’s Island Price Up. 
In a telephone interview May 5, Michael McPherson, one of the new owners of Minister’s Island, said, “I don’t know if the provincial government is sincere in their bid to purchase the island. I think they have a specific number of dollars and cents to spend and they don’t have enough allotted for the island.
	Mr. McPherson pointed out that it was the Historical Resources department which approached him about selling the property. “We intended to keep the property and sell the top part of the island off as luxury home lots,” the same plan that former owner Norman Langdon embarked upon. Mr. McPherson referred to the island zoning plan compiled several years ago by Mr. Langdon and lot owners. The plan, registered with Fredericton, protects the land from commercial enterprises.
	The move by Historical Resources to declare the Island a historic site has added unforeseen complications to Mr. McPherson’s and Dr. George’s plans for the island. “We can’t even dig for a garden if we want to with permission.”
	According to the office of Historical Resources, in order for any new building to be constructed on the island, the Provincial Archaeologist must study the site for its archaeological importance. Then the minister in charge of Historical Affairs may issue a permit to build
	Besides lot sales, what are some of the other plans for the island?
	Mr. McPherson did not elaborate extensively. However, he mentioned that the barn is a “fabulous place for theatre,” perhaps Shakespeare or Shaw. He envisions the Island as a conference center where either multinational conference or company union negotiations could take place, a substitute for the posh Canadian city hotels now hosting such events. He concluded that the atmosphere on the island would be more conducive to effective conferences than the facilities usually engaged.
	As far as Mr. McPherson understands the furniture he purchased at the auction and which was subsequently acquired by the Province of New Brunswick will remain in the former Van Horne residence on the island.
	Michael O’Rourke of the Historical Resources deputy minister’s office confirmed on Monday that the province intends to remove the belongings from the island within the next few weeks unless negotiations between the present owners and the government improve.
	The problem in the negotiations is money, according to Mr. O’Rourke. He said the province has made the present owners a firm offer. He would not state the amount. However, he did state that the difference between the province’s firm offer and the owners’ price is “several hundreds of thousands of dollars.” Mr. O’Rourke confirmed that the price has taken a drastic increase within the last few months.
	
Island Price Said Too High
? 1977
Efforts by the New Brunswick Government to buy the former island estate of Sir William Van Horne . . . continue to be unsuccessful, the minister in charge of the historical resources administration told the legislature Thursday. Charles Gallagher, also education minister, said the price the new owners of Minister’s Island are asking is more than 50 percent higher than the price established by an appraiser and almost agreed to by the previous owner. Gallagher did not disclose the price.
	The ownership of the island changed hands in March. The new owners are Michael McPherson of Toronto and Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, NS.
	Gallagher said the island . . . “is one of the most significant historical locations in the province.”
	This was especially true in view of the discovery by the administration in the last few months of gravesites on the 500 acre island dating back to 500 BC.
	There were also “the remains of house foundations dating around 1000 BC and extensive evidence of the pre-loyalist and Loyalist eras.”
	The province purchased “the majority of artefacts directly attributable to Van Horne” at an auction in March.

Telegraph Journal
May 26, 1977
Artefacts Remain on Minister’s Island
Education Minister Charles Gallagher explained Wednesday that his department was prevented from removing artefacts from Minister’s Island Tuesday because it had not complied with provisions of a restriction which the government itself had applied to the island. 
	Mr. Gallagher was commenting on the situation, which flared up Tuesday, in the question period in the provincial legislature. Hours earlier Wednesday two moving trucks had unloaded their contents of artefacts which the government had purchased in an auction on March 12, 13 at the main residence of the island which is considered to have historical significance. Norbert Theriault (L.-Bay du Vin) had asked Mr. Gallagher as to the whereabouts of the artefacts and “what happened” to them. Mr. Gallagher said the Historic Sites Protection Act, which the government had placed on the 500-acre estate, provides that any items leaving the site must first be advertised in the Royal Gazette for two issues before a permit is granted for the removal by the Historical Resource Administration which comes under the jurisdiction of the education department.
	The act was imposed on the island following the auction and after the island was reported to have been sold by Maine businessman Norman Langdon to Michael McPherson of Toronto and Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish. Tuesday’s events unfurled in the wake of a dispute between the new owners and the provincial government over the sale of the lands. The movers arrived on the scene Tuesday morning and loaded up the artefacts. When Mr. McPherson, a mining contractor, was informed of what was happening, he phoned the St. Andrews RCMP, read them the act claiming the government would be violating it if the artefacts were moved and threatened legal action. Later that day, Mr. Gallagher order the men to leave the trucks on the island for the night and have them unloaded yesterday morning. “The new owners evidently felt that Historic Resources Administration should apply through the Royal Gazette and in view of the fact that it was a law we put through ourselves we wanted to abide by it . . .” Mr. Gallagher continued.
	He said that if the items, for which the government is believed to have paid around $20,000 for, should become a burden for the new owners, “we are of course prepared to give notification that we wish to remove them and then do so.”
	Meanwhile, on Minister’s Island . . . the movers “were pretty ugly about” having to unload the articles. That’s the way caretaker Wade Veinotte described the mood of the crew in the morning. He lives on the island with his wife and had contacted Mr. McPherson Tuesday about the happenings. In a press release issued by Mr. Gallagher, he said the talks between the government and the new owners have broken down because their demands were far in excess of what the government felt was a reasonable price.
	Considerable public pressure has been applied to the government to purchase the island and have it restored as a historical site and tourist attraction. . . . Mr. Gallagher said the government has proposed a price of $805,000 which has been rejected by Dr. George and Mr. McPherson. The said the co-owners have made three counter proposals—one, that the entire island be sold for $1,400,000—two, that the main residence and 102 acre lot go for $805,000—and three, the sale of the main residence and the 102-acre lot—in addition to nine adjacent lots to be deeded over to the other provinces for the use of those province’s provincial leaders.
	The counter proposals were made several weeks ago, Mr. Gallagher said, while the government’s original offer of $805,000 for the whole property had been agreed to by former owner Mr. Langdon with whom the government had also been trying to negotiate a sale.
	However, Mr. McPherson said Tuesday that $805,000 would amount to less than what he and Dr. George were to pay for the property which they had purchased.
	
Gleaner
May 26, 1977
Minister’s Island Artefacts May be Removed . . .
The government plans to leave provincially owned artefacts on Minister’s Island for the time being but . . . remove them later, Education Minister Charles Gallagher said . . . . developed Tuesday when the government sent a truck to the privately-owned island to pick up items purchased by the government at an auction in March. The caretaker contacted one of the island’s owners in Toronto, who in turn phoned the RCMP in St. Andrews to object to the removal of the items. RCMP went to the scene and eventually Gallagher, minister responsible for the province’s historical resources administration, instructed that the artefacts be left on the island.
	Gallagher explained in the legislature that the confusion was over the province’s Historical Protection Act. The Island has been declared a historical site under provisions of the legislation. However, the province failed to advertise in the Royal Gazette its intentions to remove the items and Gallagher said the government did not want to contravene the spirit of its own legislation. Should the artefacts, including a cupboard purchased for more than $10,000, become a “burden” to the owners, Gallagher said the province would remove them later after giving proper notification. The island includes the estate of the late Sir William Van Horne and is considered of significant historic value. The province has been negotiation with the owners to purchase the island, but the parties are far apart on a price.
	Education Minister Charles Gallagher said Wednesday the New Brunswick government isn’t prepared to pay the asking price for Minister’s Island, and that negotiations with the owners of the history-laden island have broken down. He said in a prepared release the island’s owners have named a selling price of $1.4 million for the island and its buildings, and that the government has offered $805,000, based on appraisals of the island’s worth. . . . Mr. Gallagher said the government was prepared to buy the island from its US owner for $805,000 at the time of its sale to the two Canadian businessmen. The government has been under pressure for years to buy the island for its historical value, but only recently decided to negotiate for it.
	
Telegraph Journal?
May? 1977
Artefact Move Stalled by RCMP
By Steven Belding, Staff Writer
Two moving trucks which were loaded Tuesday with artefacts which the provincial government had purchased here last March were left on nearby Minister’s Island here last night, the caretaker of the island said. “It was quite a day, who knows what will happen next,” was the way young Wade Veinotte described the latest turn of events in the New Brunswick government’s controversial dealings with the owners of the pastoral 500-acre estate which is considered to be of historical significance.
	Mr. Veinotte, 20, said the trucks have been ordered by Education Minister Charles Gallagher to be unloaded this morning with the artefacts left on the island. The confusion has arisen from apparent actions taken by co-owner Michael McPherson of Toronto in connection with restrictions which the government has placed on the development of Minister’s Island.
	The caretaker, who lives on the island with his wife, said the two Allied Van Lines trucks arrived on the scene around 10 am. Tuesday morning along with “six or seven” men—two of whom were employees of the provincial government. Mr. Veinotte said he called Mr. McPherson in Toronto to inform him of what was happening. Mr. McPherson, in turn, called the RCMP in St. Andrews who later arrived on the scene. When the trucks were all loaded, Mr. Veinotte said, “the men were ordered to leave the trucks on the island and unload them in the morning. He said a government official representing Mr. Gallagher called his home with the information. . . . RCMP which does not permit anyone to remove any artefacts of historical nature off the island. It also disallows any excavation to be on the land, Mr. McPherson said.
	The Toronto mining contractor and his partner, Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, negotiated a sale of Minister’s Island from Maine businessman Norman Langdon in March. The negotiations with Mr. Langdon followed a sale of the contents of the main residence. Mr. McPherson, Dr. George and representatives of the Historical Resources Administration, which comes under the jurisdiction of the provincial education department, were among the bidders who bought artefacts at the sale.
	At the time of the sale the provincial government had been under some public pressure to buy Minister’s Island from Mr. Langdon and have it restored as a historical site and tourist attraction. The land, at one time, comprised the summer residence of Sir William Van Horne. 
	When the sale of the island was announced by Mr. Langdon, the government immediately began talks with the new co-owners which have since broken down. It also . . . Under the act, he said no item of historical value could be removed from the island at least until two consecutive ads were placed in the Canada Gazette by the party which was going to remove the item. He said this was not done by the government. Mr. McPherson said he called the RCMP and “told them (the movers) to get off the island.” He said he read the act to the RCMP.”
	Mr. Veinotte said the RCMP stayed only for a short time on the island Tuesday morning to check if the men had a permit to remove the artefacts. “They didn’t have any,” he said.
	A spokesman for the St. Andrews RCMP said he would not comment on the situation. He said all communication would have to come from Mr. Gallagher. The education minister was unavailable for comment last night. Dr. George MacBeath, the deputy minister in charge of the Historical Resources Administration, said a statement would be released by the government today but would offer no other comment. 
	Mr. McPherson said the . . . price of $500,000 but later went as high as $805,000. He said the government was only interested in buying all of the island. However, he said the land he and his partner purchased from . . . include three lots. He said they have succeeded in purchasing one of the three but there are still about 20 acres owned by Americans.
	Mr. McPherson said the price offered by the government amounted to less than what they paid for the island. He would not divulge the asking price.
	He said the restrictions left on the land by the government left he and Dr. George in a precarious position. He said it was difficult to find another buyer. As far as developing it goes, he said, “we can’t even dig a garden.”
	Lawyers were currently assessing the situation on behalf of the two owners, Mr. McPherson said. If need be, he said, he would personally fly in from Toronto to settle the matter. “We’ll probably take legal action on general principle,” he said.
	Among the items considered to be of historical significance that were left in the main residence after the auction were a Burgundian cupboard which was sold for $10,500 during the auction and a Tiffany lamp which went for $275.00. . . . Mr. McPherson had the high bid for the cupboard but he said he had made an agreement with government officials to . . .
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Program showing St. Andrews Heritage Buildings to air on CBC TV at 10:30 June 5. Work of Marion Cummings. Photo.
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Island offer confirmed. 1.4 million.
Minister’s Island was offered to the province for $1.4 million, it was confirmed Monday by one of the two owners, Michael McPherson of Toronto. He and Dr. George of Antigonish bought the island earlier this year.
	An alternate proposal offered by McPherson is that the province buy the 102-acre lot which goes with the main house and 80 percent of the buildings for $805,000. The 102-acre proposal involves a plan that each province buy a lot on the island, averaging between four and seven acres. It is suggested that the provinces build on the lots, creating a “national conference place.” Mr. McPherson commented, “I’m a complete nationalist.” He envisions the island as a place where the provinces can resolve their differences.
	Mr. McPherson revealed that approximately two weeks ago, he purchased the “Old Minister’s House,” the first building one sees upon reaching the island. It’s purchase means that there is now only one other person owning lots on the island and McPherson says, “It can be gotten.”
	However, as of March, the asking price for the parcel was $200,000. Mr. McPherson believes the minister’s house was built around 1771. He is presently discussing the possibility of testing the Historic Sites Act through starting renovations on the building. He plans to return it to the original design which included a front porch and a back wing, according to the research. Mr. McPherson, who has previous experience renovating buildings, (his own home is an 1823 farm house,) says the stucco on the front of the minister’s house would have to be sandblasted off, white paint removed, and the shingles replaced with appropriate ones. From his part renovating experiences, he knows where to find old wainscoting and authentic period woods. “It’s exciting for us,” he said.
	The owners have a budget of over a million for renovations and refurnishing the buildings. Mr. McPherson said that he and his colleague could refurnish the main house in authentic period furniture, which they now have a line on. Michael O’Rourke confirmed on Monday that he province is not interested in Mr. McPherson’s 100-acre purchase proposal for Minister’s Island.
	Mr. O’Rourke, executive director of research and development branch of Historical Resources was contacted at his office in Fredericton. An aspect of the plan not mentioned by Mr. McPherson which concerned Historical Resources involved changing the name of the island to Prime Minister’s Island. Mr. O’Rourke felt the name change would “make a mockery of the island,” and showed a disregard for the history of the area. He said there is no indication that the other provinces would be interested in purchasing lots on the island. He felt even if the economic circumstances were better, they wouldn’t want land on the island. The greatest motive behind the province’s negative stand on the proposal is that “We still want the entire island.”
	Mr. O’Rourke said, “We are still hopeful we will be able to buy the island at the price we are interested in.” He indicated that the owners have made favourable overtures to the government within the past few weeks. However, he does not expect further developments immediately.
	Assuming that the province eventually purchases the island, they intend to make it a “people place.” It will be open to the public and feature cultural/historical activities highlighting the historical heritage of the island. The provincial government has approached the National Historic Sites Board about declaring Minister’s Island a National Historic Site. Mr. O’Rourke said the board will meet about the proposal within the next few weeks and the province will know the outcome of the meeting later in the summer. If the Island is declared a National Historic Site, Parks Canada will then participate in the planning and development of the island.

Undated
1977
. . . Or Remove Restrictions
Businessman Norman Langdon, who says he’s still the actual owner of Minister’s Island, says if the provincial government doesn’t want to purchase the 500-acre parcel of land it should remove the restrictions which it has place on it. “If they don’t want it, they should take the damn act off.”
	He was referring to the Historical Protection Sites Act which the government has imposed on Minister’s Island which does not permit the removal of any artefacts from the island and any excavation to be done on the land. These restrictions leave the owner of the property in a precarious position as far as developing it is concerned, he said.
	Mr. Langdon said it was obvious the government was not acting “in good faith” in its negotiations towards purchasing the land which indicates it has no real interest in buying it. The owner is a third property involved in a heated controversy between partners Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and Michael McPherson of Toronto and the provincial government. Mr. McPherson and Dr. George are in the process of buying the island from Mr. Langdon and are in turn trying to negotiate a sale with the government. A heated controversy between the new potential co-owners and provincial government has developed since the announcement was made last March that they were negotiating a sale with Mr. Langdon. The American says he has been talking with . . . government in hopes of getting the two sides . . . an agreement on terms of sale.
	Mr. Langdon said it would be foolishness on the part of government to expect the co-owners to sell the land at the $805,000 price tag which the government has offered when they are paying him “roughly $200,000” more for the land.
	The province has been brought under some pressure from the public to buy the island for its historical significance. It was the summer residence of famed 19th century railway builder Sir William Van Horne.
	The situation came to a head when an auction was staged on the main residence of the former Van Horne estate on March 12 and 13. Shortly after that it was announced that Mr. Langdon was selling the property to the two newcomers. The government through the Historical Resources administration had been talking with Mr. Langdon about buying the island. When the sale was announced it resumed talks with Mr. McPherson and Dr. George—negotiations which have stalemated.
	Shortly after the auction the Historical Sites Act was imposed by the provincial government on Minister’s Island.
	

. . . To Move Artefacts . . . Cause Inconvenience
1977
At the time the contents of the Van Horne house were auctioned, during the march 12, 13 weekend, the government was considering a proposal worked out with Langdon by a senior official of the historical resources department, Gallagher said. Because the island is of great heritage value to New Brunswick, the minister said he was “surprised and disappointed to learn Mr. Langdon had chosen to sell his share of the island to a third party.”
	The proposal agreed to by Langdon, which called for a purchase price for the entire island of $805,000, was approved by the government shortly after the sale to McPherson and George, the minister said. [New Brunswick]
	“However, when this figure was proposed to the new owners, the response was a counteroffer in excess of our proposal by several hundreds of thousands of dollars,” Gallagher said. “Since our offer was based upon an independent appraisal as well as the provincial assessment, we had felt, and continue to feel, our offer to be reasonable.”
	The counter proposals, made several weeks ago by the newcomers, include:
—the entire island for $1,400,000.
—the Van Horne house and one 102-acre lot for $805,000
—the Van Horne house and 102-acre lot plus nine adjacent lots which would be deeded over to the other provinces’ political leaders. This particular proposal also included the suggestion of changing the name of the site to “Prime Minister’s Island,” Gallagher said.
	Because of the stalemate in negotiations, and the likelihood of government acquisition of the island, Gallagher authorized removal of government purchased artefacts from the island. Gallagher said he believed custody of the province’s property would be a considerable burden to the owners, but this does not seem to be the case, and he has instructed his officials to place the artefacts back in the house under the care of the owners. The act does not specify whether or not the minister must himself apply for a permit to remove objects of historical significance that were purchased with public funds and are being held in trust for the people of New Brunswick. . . .
	
Courier 
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Mr. Gallagher said he can’t confirm or deny if the government is negotiating with the remaining three owners but said the government is interested in buying the whole island. In his statement Mr. Gallagher said the “agreement represents an important step in the province’s effort to acquire this provincial historical resource and during the coming months we will continue our efforts to acquire the three outstanding lots.”
	The government proclaimed the island a protected provincial historical site about two weeks after a two-day auction in the 28-room residence of Mr. Van Horne in March in which 725 furnishings and artefacts were sold. The government also bought a large number of articles in the auction.
	The act prohibits the owners from excavating on the island, or removing any historical or anthropological objects without a permit. The government tried to remove the articles it bought at the auction but forgot about the . . . the government to get a permit first and were restrained from moving the articles. . . .
	One of the two Canadians . . . previously entered into an agree with Mr. Langdon and then were trying to sell it to the government, Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, claimed in an interview last night that any agreement the government reaches with Mr. Langdon would be “subject to litigation.” Dr. George refused to say anything further.
	The other partner of Dr. George in the deal with Mr. Langdon was Michael McPherson of Toronto. Mr. Langdon, however said in an interview that the deal with Dr. George and Mr. McPherson was never “consummated.” In an interview last night Education Minister Charles Gallagher, who is also responsible for the historical resources administration, said when he “okayed the agreement last week.” He said the price was about three quarter of the $800,000 being asked when the negotiations started about four months ago.
	The minister emphasized that he doesn’t know the final price on which the agreement was reached though he said about a week ago “it looked as if the negotiations were finalized.” Mr. Gallagher also said this time the owner himself approached the government on July 1 and said “he was in a position to sell the island to us (the government). We didn’t haggle with the gentleman at all. He wanted to bargain in good faith.”
	Previously the government was negotiating with Dr. George and Mr. McPherson. They were asking for $805,000; the government was offering them $200,000. In a separate interview last night Mr. Langdon said that at that time the two Canadians had entered into an agreement with him to buy the whole of the island but the sale was never consummated. He said he doesn’t know why they didn’t go ahead with the purchase of the island.
	“I was prepared to sell it to them. It was not on my part that the sale didn’t materialize. They didn’t follow through,” said Mr. Langdon. Dr. George, in a telephone interview, seemed upset on learning of the agreement and said “I haven’t heard a damn word about it.”
	He accused the government of “playing some kind of surreptitious game—that’s the kind of game they (government) play. If they have bought the island I think it’s beautiful,” he said in a brusque manner and hung up. Under the agreement the government acquired nine of the 10? . 

Bugle?
July 20, 1977
It’s still too early to know if Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews and former resident of CPR founder Sir William Van Horne, will become a provincial park, but the New Brunswick government has taken steps to assure that at least the major part of the historic island will be the property of the people of the province.
	After years of negotiating and bickering, it is reported that the New Brunswick government has entered into an option agreement to purchase the major part of the 500-acre island, including the Van Horne residence and related buildings.
	The agreement was reached with Norman Langdon of Ellsworth, Maine, the owner. Dr. Alexander George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and Michael McPherson of Toronto, had previously announced they had acquired the island and they had some negotiations with the government. However, it appears they had only an option on the major part and the option expired without a clear purchase. The two maintain they do have clear title to other pieces of property on Minister’s Island, including Parson Andrews’ house, a brick dwelling built in or around 1790. “Providing all conditions in the agreement are met, the purchase will be completed in August,” the government release stated in announcing the purchase of the property. It is believed the government will obtain clear title to nine of the ten buildings on the island and about 92 percent of the property.
	Restoring he Van Horne mansion would pose a problem for the government as much of its furniture was sold at an auction this year. The government did buy some of the contents of the mansion but reportedly has only enough to furnish two or three rooms.

Courier
July 27, 1977
Island Sold
The Province has reportedly made arrangements with Norman Langdon of Ellsworth, Maine, to purchase Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews. The planned purchase, at an estimated $600,000, would give the Province all of the island with the exception of two or three lots sold off by Mr. Langdon as part of a planned development. The proposed sale to the Province apparently negated an agreement between Mr. Langdon and would-be purchasers Dr. George of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, and Michael McPherson of ? Langdon said the deal had never been consummated and therefore he is free to deal with the Province. Meanwhile, Dr. George said litigation is almost certain if Mr. Langdon tries to sell the property out from under the two Canadians. The Province would acquire better than 90 percent of the island and nine of the 10 buildings. 

Axiom Magazine
Undated but between 1977 and 1979
Donald Cameron MacKay
“The Tycoon as Artist”
Sir William Cornelius Van Horne, builder extraordinaire, the man who created the Canadian Pacific Railway, was apparently a person possessed of a driving ambition towards success in many fields. Not only did he get into the business of art—amassing one of the first significant private collections in Canada—it turns out that he was no mean artist himself.
	The evidence is present in a collection of fifteen extant paintings, known to be by Van Horne and currently held by Manuge Galleries in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Owner Robert Manuge, who is offering the collection for sale, boasts that it is a “rare treasure, an incredible achievement in excellence . . . by a great Canadian.” Others have praised the painting as showing “genius in composition.”
	Van Horne was born in 1843 in Chelsea, Illinois and was descended from a sturdy line of Dutch ancestors. His father, Cornelius Covenhoven Van Horne, a respected lawyer, died in 1851 leaving 11-year-old William, his mother and four younger siblings in straitened circumstances. The youngster stayed in school until he was fourteen but showed aptitude for little else besides drawing and reading. After he was punished for producing a caricature of the headmaster, young William “dropped out” and went to work as a telegraph messenger boy. During many evenings he copied illustrations from magazines and once reproduced the entire text and illustrations from a massive work on fossils. While he was learning on the job to be an expert telegraphic he also studied all aspects of railroading—enabling him to fill in as dispatcher, accountant, timekeeper, cashier and even as locomotive engineer. By the time he was twenty-eight Van Horne had become the general superintendent of an entire railway line.
	His introduction of methods and systems revolutionized railroading and his success led to the invitation to take over the operation of the CPR. His subsequent triumphs in railway and business affairs have been well studied but little has been written about his contributions to the art world and about his own artistic progress.
	Although it is recognized that from boyhood Van Horne showed unique talents in drawing, until recently, his paintings were generally regarded as the works of an amateur. To be sure, he never attended an art school and, thus, missed formal training. But insofar as the definition of amateur stands as “one who works for love of his profession rather than for profit” Van Horne created in a thoroughly professional manner.
	After the tycoon has mastered the executive problems of directing the new railway he started publicizing the magnificent country through which its trains ran. Van Horne sought out important Canadian artists studied their works and commissioned them to travel across the continent by CPR. By virtue of his strong friendships and continuous contact with the artists he broadened his own knowledge of painting. At times artists travelled with him in his private car and through conversation and observation of their methods he learned quickly what it takes many art students years to master.
	Van Horne commissioned many notables, including William Brymner, John A. Hammond, Thomas Mower Martin, Lucius O’Brien, George Horne Russell. He brought Mower Martin, Bell-Smith and others to “Covenhoven” in St. Andrews on Minister’s Island in New Brunswick and went with them on sketching trips along the coast.
	At the same time VH started acquiring painting by old and modern masters. Consistent with the tastes of the time he began with Anton Mauve and the brother Maris, but soon expanded his collection to include fine examples of European schools. When the CPR extended its lines by the addition of Pacific Steamships VH built up a choice collection of Oriental art. Never forgetting his Canadian friends he continued to purchase their works and to convince other persons of wealth to do the same.
	VH’s own paintings must unquestionably be judged alongside those of his Canadian contemporaries. And in comparison they stand up extraordinarily well. They cannot, of course, be properly criticized in comparison with later artists like the Group of Seven whose forms of expression were not developed until after VH died. 
	At present the only known work by VH in a public collection is a painting of the Dosco Steel Works, (Sydney) which hangs in the Montreal Museum of Fine Art. 
	In 1976 (not 1977?) Robert Manuge completed the purchase of a choice selection of fifteen Van Hornes from Norman Langdon who had acquired “Covenhoven” on Minister’s Island. In subject matter they range from a breezy marine of sailing crafts on the Bay of Fundy, “Covenhoven Birches,” through broad vistas of the prairies and foot-hills to the heights of the Rockies. Many are large canvasses, the scope of which presents a challenge to the most competent artist. In atmospheric color, composition and textural quality the Van Horne painting meet this challenge in fine spirit.

Courier Weekend
June 23, 1979
Rescue Attempted on Minister’s Island
Dorothy Johnson
There is good evidence that people lived on Minister’s Island near St. Andrews 10,500 years ago, and a group of students on a Young Canada Works program sponsored by the university of New Brunswick are now attempting to preserve evidence of early settlements.
	Albert Fergensen, leader of one of the ‘rescue groups,’ explained that the major threat to artefacts on the island is erosion. He said that erosion in this area is two to four times greater than in other parts of the world because of the high tides and about one and half meters of solid have eroded from the banks of the inland in the past two years.
	One reason for the interest in saving parts of the island from erosion is the evidence of house structures. Fergensen said this is the farthest north that evidence of houses has been found. Artefacts being found are mostly from the ceramic period, which began 2400 years ago when people began making pots.
	The sites are being dug with trowels to make the banks straight. As this is being done, the soil that is removed is sifted to remove any artefacts. The soil profile is plotted on a graph, drawn and photographed. Fergensen said both the horizontal and vertical arrangements of artefacts are important; how old they are is determined partially by vertical placement and the distribution of the ancient people is determined by the horizontal placement.	
	After the ground is straightened, fibre will be placed between it and a wall to keep the soil from eroding further. In other areas, only a wire wall has been built and the soil has been eroded out while the rocks remained inside the wall. The fibre is being used experimentally to keep the soil intact.
	Fergensen explained that the eight students working on the island are not  participating in a formal archaeological dig but in a resume operation to reduce erosion so others will be able to study the sites at a later time. The site the students are now working on is an experimental area. It will be checked periodically to see how this type of erosion protection works.
	Five students are now working on one site while three more are looking at other sites to see what time period they are and how fast they are eroding. There are six or seven sites that may eventually undergo rescue operations. 
	Weapons made of stone and bone have been found. They have been preserved because the calcium in the shells buried with them have leached the acid, that would have decomposed the bone, out of the soil.
	Evidence has been found that people lived on the island year round: the skeletal remains of animals that were killed and the seasonality of clams consumed. In other areas of the Maritime Provinces, the early settlers lived on the island in the summer and came ashore during the winter months.
	The students have been working on the island three weeks and will be there until the end of July. They are staying in the servants quarters of the old former home of Sir William Van Horne. The students are working with the Maritime Committee of Archaeological Cooperation. They are federally funded.

Courier
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Probing Passamaquoddy’s past.
Editor’s Note: The following article was submitted to the Charlotte County Historical Society by David Sanger of the Department of Anthropology, the University of Maine at Orono. With an archaeological dig now under way on Minister’s Island, the article is particular timely. In the coming weeks the newspaper will be reprinting other articles prepared for the CCHS.
	Charlotte County Prehistory, by David Sanger
	Charlotte County, during the decade from 1960 to 1970, was the scene of more continuous prehistoric archaeological research than any other county in the Maritimes. Consequently, we are in a position of knowing more about the prehistory of this County, although it should be pointed out that this is a relative statement, because no area in the Maritime Provinces can claim to have a fully documented prehistoric past. In this paper I will trace the outlines of prehistory in a chronological fashion starting, as is the custom in archaeology, with the earliest and working toward the Historic Period, which is taken to be AD 1600. A time span of nearly 11,000 years or 97 percent of man’s occupation of the Maritimes is encompassed by the prehistoric period. Incredible as it may seem, this portion of man’s history has received scant attention due to the emphasis on the culture history of the lately arrived Europeans. As an anthropologist, I maintain that man’s cultural record is equally valid and worthwhile documenting regardless of his culture or his ethnic background. It is to be hoped that the lengthy and rich Indian history will receive a far greater share of scholars’ attention than it has been heretofore accorded.
	Located in the south-western corner of New Brunswick Charlotte County offered two major ecological areas, or eco-systems, of great significant to the prehistoric Indian populations. One was the rich littoral eco-system revolving around Passamaquoddy Bay. Here the Indians learned to exploit rich shellfish stocks and so acquire a bountiful stage food supply and built up a larger population than in the interior eco-system. Supplementing the shellfish were beaver, moose, deer, caribou, seal, birds, fish and vegetable foods. All was hunted and gathered in its wild state, so far as is known, the prehistoric Indians of the area practised no agriculture or domestication except for the dog.	
	The interior eco-system centered on the St. Croix River and the lakes and streams in its watershed. Here the terrestrial mammals shared the merit with seasonally anadromous fish such as gaspereau and salmon, and with fish that were constantly available such as tout. Birds and vegetable foods we also utilized.
	Population estimates are extremely difficult to achieve with even minimal accuracy, but judging b y the sheer numbers of sites, I estimate that the coastal eco-system supported a much greater population identity, especially in the last two thousand years of the record. It might be well to anticipate an objection at this point. On the basis of historical records anthropologists have been accustomed to thinking of he Indian as moving regularly from coast to interior on a seasonal basis. As we shall see, he evidence from the archaeology does not support this kind of transhumance; there are clear indications that people resided on the coast in all seasons. This does not mean, of course, that the Indians never went inland for hunting or fishing. It does suggest that the historic picture is over-simplified, and I suspect that the very early fur trade on the coast had a great deal to do with the seasonal movements observed by the Europeans.
	We begin our survey of the prehistory with a brief historical resume of the important research activities. The first work of note in Charlotte County seems to have been that of S. F. Baird whose investigations were recorded in 1881 in a paper titled “Notes on Certain Aboriginal Shell Mounds on the Coast of New Brunswick and New England.” Baird noted the numbers and size of some of the middens which ranged from Oak Bay to Grand Manan.
	A year after Baird’s publication some members of the Natural History Society of New Brunswick conducted a most interesting excavation at Phil’s Beach near the outlet of the Bocabec River. Although there was nothing unusual about the excavation, the report read by G. F. Matthew, and later published in 1884, was far ahead of the questions he asked of the date. While generations of succeeding archaeologists became involved with describing the exotica, and excavating in romantic, far-off lands, Mathew approached the site like the naturalist he was, with a curiosity and sense of problem that would do justice to many practising professional archaeologists. Mathew saw the Phil’s beach site in its total environmental setting, and poised penetrating questions concerning the way of life, or culture, of the inhabitants. He must also be credited with the discovery of semi-subterranean houses, a feature ‘re-discovered’ in 1970. Space does not permit a more detailed description of Mathew’s analysis, but all archaeologists and interested laymen would do well to study this report by the Saint John Customs officials.
	In his 1899 work Ganong reviewed known historic and pre-historic sites around Passamaquoddy Bay and up the St. Croix and Magaguadavic Rivers without doing any actual excavating. Following World War II the R. S. Peabody Foundation for Archaeology, located in Andover, Massachusetts, sent out crews to investigate sites in our area. In the mid 1950’s a crew under the direction of D. A. Byers excavated at the Holt’s Point site. Save for a brief note on some etched pebbles by Fowler (1966) no report of the work is available.
	In the early 1960’s Richard Pearson, then a student at Yale University, dug in sites around Passamaquoddy Bay as part of a program of archaeology designed to cover the Maritimes. Working for the National Museum of Canada, Pearson conducted excavations at three sites, Sandy Point, Minister’s Island, and Indian Point. Lack of time and manpower limited Pearson to ‘test’ excavations, and beyond a few artefacts and some useful radiocarbon dates, little information was derived. A summary account of that field work has recently been published.
	Over the years there have also been sporadic diggings by amateurs and occasional sorties by professionals who have left us no record of their activities.
	In 1967 a large-scale program of excavation in which I have been involved was initiated. Backed by ample funding from the National Museums of Canada and the Province of New Brunswick, the most recent Passamaquoddy Bay Program has been able to systematically survey and test all of the known sites in the northern half of the Bay. Work in the offshore island has only jus begun and preliminary surveys are planned for the near future. The program to date has also examined some of the lakes and rivers draining into Passamaquoddy Bay. Sites are plentiful in Spednik and Magaguadavic lakes and, although these are not in our area, the information will be incorporated. The survey and excavations between 1967 and 1972 has resulted in the location of more than 50 sites, the excavation of 8 and the recovery of more than 5000 classifiable specimens. Some of the analysis has been completed but a great deal of integration and interpretation remains. The discussion in follow outlines the extent of knowledge arranged chronologically by periods of time. The chronology, while approximate, is derived from over a dozen radiocarbon dates currently on file.
	Early Period:
	The Early Period (11,000 to 6,000 years ago), which would include Paleo-Indian, is not represented in the County and plays no part in the current discussion. The land was available to Indians of this period as H. Borne (1971) has indicated. It is possible that intensive research in areas such as the Pennfield Plain may someday turn up the characteristic fluted points diagnostic of this period.
	Middle Period:
	The Middle Period may be said to begin around 6,000 years ago with the presence of Laurentian tradition people in the interior lakes on the St. Croix drainage system. Characteristic of the Laurentian Tradition in this are large, side-notched and stemmed projectile points, ground stone adze blades of both the gouge and flat bit varieties, ground slate points, plummets, red-ochre smeared burials of the Moosehead complex, and area adaptations of the interior lake resources. A variant, perhaps only seasonal, may have made its livelihood on the coast hunting sea mammals. So far as we now know, these people did not place the reliance on the shellfish which characterized the later inhabitants. Unfortunately, no traces of coastal marine mammal hunters have turned up I the Bay area. Possibly, the rising sea levels have obliterated the older middle-period sites and we may never find them, but may not have searched hard enough. Our site surveys to date have been oriented towards located late-period sites with adjacent shell middens that make them easier to identify.
	Late Period
	The Late Period starts around 3,000 years ago and continues to the early 17th century when the Historic Period begins. It is characterized by shell midden sites along the coast and apparently by a de-population of the interior lakes area. The heavy dependence on shellfish as a source of protein represents a re-orientation to the local resources. The soft-shell clam is by far the dominant species, with only inconsequential amounts of the mussel and other shellfish. Deer and beaver are the most prominent land mammal remains. In lesser amounts are moose, caribou, bear, and seals. Limited quantities of bird and fish remains are found.
	It is not possible to be precise about the starting date for this coastal adaptation pattern, but I doubt that it came about slowly through along trial and error procedure. More likely, it was introduced full blown from areas to the south where the initial experimentation took place. Ritchie has demonstrated the presence of the shellfish utilization patter by 4,000 years ago in Massachusetts, and there are sufficient similarities in artefact forms, mainly projectile points, to suspect the introduction of this way of life to Passamaquoddy Bay at least 3000 years ago. We do not have sufficient data to speculate on whether the new concepts arrived via the movement of new people into the area, or whether indigenous populations adopted the techniques transmitted by diffusion of ideas. It is possible that both occurred. Archaeologists have called this culture the Susquehanna tradition.	
	From about 2000 years to the Historic period we have far more information concerning the life ways of the Passamaquoddy Bay inhabitants. About this time ceramics were introduced. The earliest specimens excavated share many attributes with the Point Peninsula wares such as the dentate and rockered dentate some pseudo scallop motifs, and later, cord wrapped stick impressed pottery. Ion contrast with some areas to the west where the Iroquois Traditions developed pottery in the east seems to have consumed less emphasis and to have degenerated both in quality and quantity by the Historic Period.
	Projective points change through time from the primitive stemmed point, to those with wide corner notches, to specimens with narrow corner and side-notching. A larger array of cutting and scraping tools is found but surprisingly few stone piercing or drilling implements. Among the Indians’ organic tools the beaver incisor tooth heads the list of numbers. These ubiquitous artefacts can be groped according . . . in which they were hafted. Some were left in the lower jaw which was snapped at he chin; others were removed from the jaw and hafted in handles of wood or antler. Harpoons, bone points, awls, and needles are among the organic artefacts.
	From sites dated between 200 years and about 800 years old we have evidence of semi-subterranean houses, a dwelling type in which part of the house is below the ground surface level. These are oval to round pits averaging three meters on the long axis by about 2.5 meters across. A conical structure resembling the Historic Period wigwam was pitched over the depression which ranged from more than 50 cm to less than 15 deep. We have no information concerning the covering of the dwelling. Inside, there were one or more hearths. The house are situated behind the midden areas unless later occupants have filled the depressions with shells and other garbage from their activities. By plotting distributions of artefact recovered in sites with houses of this type it appears that a great deal of the manufacturing occurred within, and little took place in the midden regions. In those later sites, where semi-subterranean houses are not present, the artefact distributions I more random, although there is still some patterning in evidence.
	The semi-subterranean house form may be associated with a practice of wintering on the coast. Analysis of the faunal remains strongly suggests year-around habitation. Bird remains which can be sensitive seasonal reflections, indicate some fall through spring occupation. More research is needed to fully document the correlation of the house and winter residence, but the association of the dwellings and deer killed in the late fall or winter was determined in the 1972 seasons.
	Towards the termination of the Late Period there are indications of a scarcity of deer in the Passamaquoddy Bay region, perhaps an anticipation of the Historic Period when deer were very scarce until the mid-19th century. This shortage, which may be linked with a worsening of the climate at that time, may have influence the duel coastal-inland pattern noted in historic times.
	An interesting observation resulting from our work is the apparent abandonment of he New Brunswick parts of the St. Croix River region by AD 800 and a movement eastward to the Digdeguash Harbor area. Grant has documented the rate substantial rise in sea levels in the bay of Fundy, and has arrived at an average rate of rise of one foot per century. Apparently the rising sea not only flooded the traditional sits of habitation and clam gathering rounds, but also force the Indians to move to new site again and again after relatively brief occupancy of each new site. They depended on dense populations of clams an clams require silty-sandy inter-tidal beaches. When sea levels rise and erosion of the land occurs, beach slopes may increase in pitch until the slope is too great to allow the deposition of the find sands required for survival of extensive clam populations. Coarse sand and gravel replaces the muddy, and whelks replace the clams. When clam beds diminished in the Indians’ home areas, they abandoned them and moved to new areas. Where clams were abundant. For example, Sandy Point and the shore of the Eidlitz property on the St. Croix River have extensive shell middens radiocarbon dated at around AD 50 and AD 660 respectively. But today a tribe would have difficulty in surviving if it depended on clams at either of these sites.
	In reviewing our knowledge of the prehistory of Charlotte County it is fair, I think to say that we have a fairly clear concept of the events of the last 2000 years, and more than a hint about the 3000 years previous to that. Beyond that the trail grows cold.
	At this time one of the most pressing questions is why there was no clam fishing until about 2000 years ago. We have a rough idea of the direction from which the new technique of subsistence on clams was derived, but why should the Indians of Charlotte County and adjacent Maine have been so slow in adopting this efficient way of life? Perhaps it was not available to them due to a combination of events which controlled the density of the soft-shelled clams stocks. Ecological questions like this and other must be solved before ewe can proceed very far in our cultural interpretations.
	In a broader sense the research in Charlotte County is of general anthropological interest because it is primarily the story of man’s adaptation to the ea. Archaeologists have long pondered the theoretical questions of how man came to depend on animals and plants through processes we optimistically call domestication, but the profession has largely ignored the process through which man adapted himself to life on the sea shore. What I am suggesting here, of course is that archaeology must go beyond the recovery of artefacts, beyond the reconstruction of history for its own sake, and into the realm of documenting and explaining the evolution of man as he has adapted himself and his culture to a variety of environments in this world. As our date from the prehistory of Charlotte County allows us to make every increasingly firm statements about events of the past, and as our colleagues provide more sophisticated environmental information, w e can use the prehistory of our area to generate and to test hypotheses abut man and his development in a maritime setting.

Atlantic Insight
1979
The Great Railway Bazaar
When he wasn’t busy pushing railways through seemingly impossible mountain passes and quicksand, Sir William Van Horne relaxed by taking brush in hand and painting landscapes. Once, in an incredible three-month burst of creativity, one of the builders and second president of the CPR bashed off a painting a day. Literally hundreds of canvasses, his own and those of established painters of the 15th, 16th, and 17th centuries which he collected, cluttered the walls of Van Horne’s 40 room summer mansion, Covenhoven, on the 500 acre Minister’s Island, just off the New Brunswick coast near St. Andrews. Now a Halifax art dealer, Robert Manuge, is threatening to ship 21 of Van Horne’s paintings off to auction in England. The trouble is, Manuge seems to be one of the few in the Maritimes who cares what happens to the US born pioneer’s works.	
	Two years ago the New Brunswick government paid $745,000 for Covenhoven . . . and Minister’s Island with the idea of someday making it a historic park. The government told Manuge that it wants only four or five of his Van Horne works—not 21 paintings at the original asking price of $210,000. So Manuge knocked his quote down to $105,000, which he estimates it cost him to retrieve the collection from a US dealer and have three European artists do repairs and restoration of both the paintings and their once-elegant gilded frames. But he insists that all 21 paintings should remain in one collection. The New Brunswick government has demurred. “We’re dealing with tax money and we have to act responsibly,” says Dr. George MacBeath, deputy head of the province’s Historical Resources Administration. Replies the fast-talking Manuge: “I’ve spent three intensive years trying to convince Ottawa and New Brunswick to take these paintings and I must say they haven’t been cooperative. I’ve found them to be a conservative, slow-moving lot.”
	Accordingly, Manuge has obtained export permits to ship his Van Horne collection to Surrey, England, for the annual York International Railway Festival and Auction of Railwayana in October. Manuge, never hesitant to too his own whistle, figures the railway buffs will queue up to bid on the paintings—if not for their artistic value, then as desirable memorabilia of one of the world’s great track layers. Unimpressed, the Nb government says it has a line on other Van Horne paintings which would make the province, as one official put it, not “completely dependent on Mr. Manuge.”
	
	
Gleaner
July 26, 1979
Price Lowered for Paintings
Manuge Galleries Limited of Halifax yesterday offered to sell a collection of 21 paintings by Canadian Pacific Railway builder Sir William Van Horne to the province of New Brunswick for $105,000 half the original asking price of $210,000. The offer was telegrammed to Premier Richard Hatfield, who was not available for comment on the yesterday.
	George MacBeath, deputy head of the New Brunswick government’s historical resources department and involved in negotiations along with the premier for the purchase of the painting over the past two years, said he was aware that telegram had been sent to the premier. “It will have to be checked into,” Dr. MacBeath said. “I would expect the Premier to comment on it.”
	Dr. MacBeath had earlier said the original offer made by the art gallery’s chairman Robert Manuge was not acceptable to the province. He said the province was interested in only two or three of the paintings for which Mr. Manuge was asking $100,000. Mr. Manuge made it clear that he did not to break up the collection. He had made it clear that the paintings, in his view, have “great historical and aesthetic value to Canada” and that he would like to see the collection remain in Canada and more particularly in New Brunswick where Sir William resided for many years.
	In 1977, the province bought the summer home at St. Andrews, known as Covenhoven, where Sir William resided for a number of years and it is now protected under the Historical Properties Act. Robert Percival of Saint John, curator of art, head, New Brunswick Museum, said in an interview yesterday that most of the paintings were done in the 1820’s [sic] and most are of New Brunswick landscapes. “Van Horne was what you would call a Sunday painter,” said Mr. Percival. “The paintings have historic value but very little creative value.” Tuesday he told a CBC interviewer that a reasonable offer for the collection would be about half of what Mr. Manuge was seeking. When told that such an offer had been made, Mr. Percival said: “In view of the length of time the collection has been on the market without making a sale, I think Mr. Manuge is afraid of being stuck with it.”
	He said the paintings had little or no value outside New Brunswick because Van Horne is not known as a painter. “The National Art Gallery wouldn’t be interested in them even if they were offered for free and yet Mr. Manuge is asking the kind of money you would only pay for a Group of Seven paint collection.”
	Mr. Percival acted for the province as an appraiser of the Van Horne works and he said the province is interested in some of the paintings but not the entire collection. Mr. Manuge had the paintings appraised by an independent appraiser in Nova Scotia, Dr. Donald Cameron Mackay, retired principal of the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, and he valued 17 of the paintings at $178,000 in January, 1977.
	Because Mr. Manuge’s efforts to have the paintings retained in Canada have been “unavailing” he applied for and yesterday received an export permit	to ship the collection to the York International Railway Festival and Auction of Railwayana to take place Oct. 16-20 at the York Railway Festival and Auction in Surrey, England. The sponsors of the event have said they are prepared to pay the shipping cost of the collection, an expense of “several thousand dollars,” according to a spokesman for Mr. Manuge.
	“My interest is to see the collection kept intact and remain in Canada,” Mr. Manuge said earlier. But he said if he can’t sell the collection here he will consider offers in England where he maintains he could get considerably more for the collection.

Chronicle Herald?
Aug 24, 1979
Imperial Oil purchases Van Art Collection
Imperial Oil said Thursday that it has bought a collection of 21 paintings by Canadian railway builder Sir William Van Horne. The company would not say how much it paid for the collection. A representative of the United Nations was seeking the paintings to sell this fall at a British art auction to raise money for international relief programs for children.
	The paintings were sold to Imperial Oil by Robert Manuge, owner of Manuge Galleries Ltd. In Halifax. “Imperial will offer to donate a number of paintings, which the government of New Brunswick has expressed an interest in acquiring, to that province,” the Imperial statement said. “Other paintings will be offered to communities across Canada that have historical links with VH and about three will be retained for display in Imperial’s permanent collection of Canadian art.”
	Trevor Housser, corporate relations manager for the company in the Atlantic region, said Imperial felt that the collection was historically significant because it reflected an important and unique era in Canadian development. “Imperial was not engaged in any competitive bidding for these paintings against other Canadian interests,” Housser said. “We decided to purchase the collection only after it became clear that there was an imminent risk of . . . (get rest of this article)

Telegraph Journal
Sept 21, 1979
Province Presented with Van Horne Painting
Jo Ann Claus
The first of “at least five” of the 21 Van Horne painting in the Sir William Van Horne collection from Minister’s Island returned home Thursday. D. D. Lougheed, senior vice-president of Esso Resources presented the painting on behalf of Imperial Oil to the Province.
	“Sunburst Over Minister’s Island”, a work painted by Sir William Van Horne sometime in the last decade of the 19th Century is valuable more as history than as art. In accepting the gift for the province, Premier Hatfield said these paintings reveal a valuable dimension to Van Horne, a sensitivity “that needs to be considered in understanding the full man and what he accomplished.” Hatfield said it was unusual for a man who worked as hard as Van Horne did and “lived as hard as he did, and he was a very hard living man, to indulge in creative activity of this kind at that time. He was clearly a man who didn’t just try to push aside mountains.”
	Imperial Oil’s management had similar thoughts when purchasing the collection. As Mr. Lougheed said, “The company decided that given the man’s position as Canada’s master railway builder, as well as an amateur painter of some note, that it would be appropriate if these works of art remained in Canada.”
	Imperial Oil’s plan for the breaking up of the collection have not been completed. One possibility is a tour of the entire collection before it is dispersed into various public institutions in the regions depicted in the paintings. In addition to others intended for New Brunswick, some painting will go to Western Canada, to the corporate offices of Imperial Oil and others to the East. 
	Premier Hatfield had no doubt where this painting and the others from the collection will eventually be hung. “I assure you these paintings will find their way to a home on Minister’s Island. Since we’ve lost his house in Montreal, his home on Minister’s Island is the only living museum that can be erected to his memory. The part of the island where the barn and the house are will be restored as close as possible to the way it was when he was there.”
	The premier said the New Brunswick Historical Resources Branch now has most of the important pieces to refurnish the house. Other items will be found from the CPR if possible to create “a living monument.”
	The premier said that ownership of the island has to be straightened out before actual plans for restoration of the Van Horne house can begin. There is still one private property not owned by the New Brunswick government. When ownership is clear, Premier Hatfield said he intends to go to the CPR as well as to the Federal government for the project.
	“We do not think it’s worthwhile that you contribute these painting to other parts of Canada as well as New Brunswick especially in Western Canada because Van Horne deserves a great deal of credit for making Western Canada such an im . . . (rest missing)

Courier
Oct. 10/1979
Van Horne painting donated to St. Andrews library. Orig. to senator Robert MacKay at Clibrig, 1906. Birches. Presented to library in 1978. Restored by Fred Ross.

Courier
June 8/1977
Island offer confirmed. 1.4 million.

St. Croix Courier
April 9/1980
Tide Brings Tragedy. Drowning deaths of a party of summer people August 1913 on Bar. 
Editor’s Note: the following story is provided by the Charlotte County Historical society and was written by the late Harry Martin. It tells the story of the tragic deaths of four people crossing the bar from Minister’s Island in 1913.
	William Van Horne, a citizen of the United States, and a railway genius, was requested in 1881 to preside over the destiny of the New Canadian Pacific Railway venture. History has proved that he was still a genius in superintending the building of the three thousand miles of railway from Montreal to Vancouver, BC, in record time. As an illustration, it is reported that when they were unable to get any more steel for building some of the bridges through the Rockies, rather than delay the completion of the railway, he sent his men into the forests to get great timbers instead of the steel, so that the railway could be completed, which it was by 1886. It has been stated that when one of the locomotive engineers refused to take the locomotive over a newly built bridge, Mr. Van Horne got in the cab of the engine and took it over himself.
	In later years, when Mr. Van Horne was looking for a suitable location for his summer residence, he bought a site, called Minister’s Island off the coast of New Brunswick, in Passamaquoddy Bay. This he developed into a beautiful summer home, with lovely surroundings, which were greatly admired by their visitors, and summer tourists who were permitted to come to the island, to see the many attractions. Besides the wonderful flower gardens around the summer home, which was named Covenhoven, nearly a mile of flower bordered driveway led to the other end of the island. Here there were unusually beautiful and spotless farm buildings, with their wonderful spotted horses, and the famous Dutch Belted cattle, and the men who tended them in clean light-colored uniforms.
	The rear of the island toward the open bay, was used as a wonderful farm, which employed a number of young men from the mainland, to care for and harvest the various crops which were being grown there. Minister’s Island is unique in that, though it is a mile offshore, and an average of twenty seven foot tides comes and goes, leaving a highway at low tide, which is uncovered for only two to three hours during each tide. As this tide is an hour later than it was the day before, it often causes a timing problem. This unusual formation of the sea floor, was pictured in one of Mr. Ripley’s “Believe it or not” series a number of years ago; and was referred to, as an “Auto Road on the Ocean’s Bed.”
	During the low tide period it is perfectly safe to travel on this bar. A rather steep descent is made from the shore on either end of this “auto road” which is an almost level surface of hard packed sea gravel. It is slightly undulating and winding, the latter being mainly due to the large rocks and ledges which project here and there. Scarcely any sea ooze or mud is in evidence, just an occasional pile of seaweed left by the receding tide. All about is a wonderful display of mostly white crustaceous sea life. This growth covers part of all the large rocks and ledges, making the surroundings a fairyland of beautiful forms. The air is filled with that heavy penetrating sea odor, which is coming from the mossy dripping rocks about us. After the traveler has gone about halfway out along the bar, we can realize that a stranger might be seized with a slight feeling of apprehension, since the island is still far ahead, and the mainland a long way back. If it is windy the white capped waves rush toward our path, seemingly to flood us before we can reach safety.
	Travel to and fro from the island has to be done by boat, when the bar is not clear of water. However, often risks were taken in crossing, even after the incoming tide had begun to wash over the bar. After the tide has risen to the bar level, it continues to rise with startling rapidity; it will sweep up past the island at both ends of it, and close in from both sides of the bar. As soon as the water starts running over the bar, with the rapidly rising tide up the bar, and a wind causing large wave and strong currents, which may sweep the traveler to his death, if he has allowed himself to be a few minutes late in making the crossing.
	One of the worst of these tragedies occurred in August 1913. The details of this were told by a lone survivor. In the early years no automobiles were allowed on the island, but many fine horses were used there. Usually a pair of brown and white spotted horses were hitched to the family carriage and driven by an experienced coachman. On this particular day a group of people, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dalton, their daughter Jane and her fiancé George Keyser, all of whom had been spending several days at Covenhoven, wanted to catch a train in St. Andrews, two miles away.
	This day the driver was a young man, John Douglass, who also was a visitor at this home, and offered to drive them to the station. He was not experienced, however, in observing the movements of the tide. He drove up the island road to near the end of the bar. Although the tide was rising rapidly over the bar, he started down the steep approach. An older resident of the island shouted a warning from the hill above “Hey there, young man, you better stay where you are. You’ll never make it. You’ll all get drowned.” The driver paused a moment and glanced toward the old timer with a look of disbelief, then drove on.
	The old timer was quickly joined by two others, young men, who also were convinced that these people were going to almost certain death. All three followed down past the trees which skirted the island, to get a clearer view of the bar. “We ought to have stopped them somehow,” said the older of the group. “Yes,” replied the other, “But what can you do? They just wouldn’t listen to us.”
	“There’s our boat over there tied to a tree,” said the youngest. “Hadn’t we better go and get it into the water?” 
	“That’s no place to put a boat right now, since the tide has started rushing past those big rocks and ledges,” remarked the older man. “We’d just be risking our own lives, if we were to go near that bar now, and besides they may make it.”
	In the meantime the driver had reined the horses down the steep shore drive, and out onto the now flooded bar. “Do you think it really is safe Frank?” asked Mrs. Dalton, turning to her husband, as the horses started splashing into the water. Douglass the driver overheard the question and interrupted before Mr. Dalton could reply: “Don’t be afraid Mrs. Dalton. We can get through all right.”
	Mr. Dalton smiled and replied, “We’re trusting you John.”
	All went well for dome distance, the horses placing their feet cautiously, and sniffing down at the water. The treacherous tide however, was about to play its old game of surprise. Sweeping up around the island, aided by a fair wind, the water rose at an alarming rate. This tended to confuse the horses and the driver, and to make it worse, in some of the low places the horses were getting almost beyond their depth. The drive looked back toward the island, but saw that he would never be able to turn the horses around in that confusion of rushing water, and rocks, with such a cumbersome carriage. 
	The sense of imminent danger, which seized the driver changed his voice. This seemed to be detected by the horses, and finding themselves getting beyond their depth, and hearing screams from the women in the carriage, began to plunge and try to swim. The driver had now lost all control. The terrified horses, tangled in the harness, swung around off the bar into the deep water, dragging the heavy carriage after them. It immediately sank, leaving the occupants to struggle helplessly in the swirling water.
	Hearing cries for help from Mrs. Dalton, Douglass who was a good swimmer, tried to save her, for she could not swim. He grasped her firmly and headed toward a large rock, which projected out of the water. However, when he neared the rock, the current around it was too much for him; both he and his helpless burden were swept past the rock. At this instant, Mrs. Dalton found herself sinking, and hysterically seized Douglass around the neck in a vice-like grip. This apparently drew his head under the water. He struggled to free himself, but could not, he drew in water and in a few moments they sank together. Mr. Dalton and Jane were soon drawn down by a powerful under current.
	George Keyser managed to keep from going under for a minute or two. Just then he caught sight of some trees on the mainland, and started swimming in that direction, and found that a rather strong current was helping him in that direction. After several minutes of swimming he realized that his strength was giving out.
	The anxious watchers back on the shore saw the horses make that fateful swing off the bar into the deep water. The outcome of this was all too evident to them. Madly they dashed over to where the boat was tied, jerked the painter free and pushed it down the beach to the edge of the water. Out of breath, the older man gasped: “Jump in, we’ll see if we can reach any of them in time.”
	But the odds were against them. Doggedly they pulled the oars with all their strength. In spite of the side sweep of that rushing, relentless tide they fought on. After a while they were out to where they had last seen the carriage. The water was now becoming more smooth as it flowed full and deep over the bar. They rested on their oars briefly to catch their breath, and anxiously scanned the water all round for any possible trace of a survivor. Suddenly the youngest man, who had stood up in the boat for a better view, called out, “There’s something floating away over there.”
	“Let’s get over there quick,” called the older man, now trembling with over exertion. As they got nearer they saw that it was a man. A few more frantic sweeps of the oars brought the alongside. Reaching over they dragged the unconscious man into the boat. It was George Deyser [Dreyer?] who had almost reached the shore, but his strength had given out. He had already gone under once.
	After a few more minutes of search, the two younger men turned the boat toward the shore. Meanwhile, the older man had laid George face down on the planking in the bottom of the boat, and worked over him to get the water out of his lungs. As soon as they got to shore, they quickly picked him up and laid him on a smooth place on the beach, so as to continue the first aid treatment. They were soon rewarded by signs of returning consciousness. After a while he sat up and made inquiry about the rest of the party. He was heart broken to know that the was the only survivor.
	The following day the bodies of Mr. Dalton and Jane were washed up on the shore of the mainland. That of Mrs. Dalton was never recovered. After several days the remains of John Douglass were found six miles away under a wharf at Eastport, Maine. The body had been very badly disfigured by small sharks or other sea creatures.
	The wreckage of the carriage and the dead bodies of the horses, still tangled in the harness, were located at low tide quite near the bar. A tragic happening, due to failure to heed “the voice of experience.”
	
Courier
May 28/1980
Sir William raises a glass. The Sir William’s Lounge, the newest facility at the Algonquin Hotel, opened Friday evening when Honourable Harold Fanjoy declared it officially open on behalf of the province.” Open year-round; built from storerooms on ground floor.

St. Croix Courier
Jan 21/1981
Have a dinner chez Van Horne. Minister’s Island could be owned entirely by year’s end and turned into a provincial park. 10 acres and share of common ground remain in private hands.

St. Croix Courier
May 26/1982
A promise that Minister’s Island would be completely owned by the province within weeks, and an announcement that a date has been set for a signing to recognize St. Croix Island as an international site were made by Premier Richard Hatfield as he spoke at the St. Andrews Chamber of Commerce Dinner opening at the Algonquin Hotel for it summer season on Friday. “One of the joys and privileges I have had as Premier I hope will be recognized this year,” Hatfield said as he announced the province is close to owning the whole of Minister’s Island. “We are within days or weeks, I hope, of owning the whole island,” he said. Hatfield added that the Sir William Van Horne home on the island is the only “piece” of the Van Horne heritage left, as his Montreal home has been demolished.
ON Sept. 12 and 13, the signing will take place to make St. Croix Island a jointly-administered historic site, Hatfield said. A bill is now before the US Congress to make the island a historic site and Hatfield said he hopes it will be passed by the end of June. He told the dinner guests he has visited all of the senators, congressmen and members of the Department of the Interior, lobbying for the passage of the bill protecting the island. The agreement between the two countries would mean a financial commitment of $50,000 a year each, to prevent erosion of the banks of the island. Hatfield said the province is “prepared to pay a reasonable price” for the lot of land on Minister’s Island still not provincially owned but added, “we are not prepared to be taken though.”
Nothing can be done on the island until it is entirely owned by the province. Hatfield reminded the crowd. He said eventually though the island sill be exploited “to educate people of the greatness of the man, [Van Horne] and the greatness of our heritage.”
Hatfield described a visit he made to the island. He recalled the large rocking chair on the porch and other large pieces of furniture in the house. “I can remember thinking this really was the dimension of the man,” the Premier said [this may have been Addie’s chair, however], also mentioning a painting which Van Horne had done for his only son.
Thanks to Imperial Oil, all of the Van Horne paintings that are available will be returned to the province and will eventually hang once again in the house, Hatfield said. Hatfield asked St. Andrews residents to “appreciate and realize what this town has.”
He said the challenge for residents is to ensure “100 years from now there is as much here as there is today. In the name of God don’t take it for granted,” the Premier said. 
 
St. Croix Courier
Dec 15/1982
Public Access limited to Minister’s Island.
The New Brunswick government’s recent purchase of the remainder of Minister’s Island will mean restricted public access to the historic site, said an official of the Department of Historical Resources.
	“We’re going to protect the place,” said David Myles, Historical Site Officer with the provincial program. The province completed negotiations with two landowners Dec. 7 for the purchase of the remaining 10 privately held acres on the island, located one mile northeast of St. Andrews.
	The province purchased the two plots from Michael McPherson of Ontario and Doctor Alexander George of Nova Scotia, who acquired the land in the same 1977 auction at which the province bought the rest of the island’s property. The island, once the summer home of Canadian railroad magnate Sir William Van Horne and his family, has a history of human habitation which has been traced as far back as 500 BC.
	In 1977 it was declared by the provincial government to be an historic site.
	In addition to anthropological sites, the island also contains some loyalist-style buildings and the Van Horne family estate. Myles said he was not aware what the province had paid for the island, located near the sand bar connecting the island to the mainland, but confirmed the former owners had asked $200,000 for their property. He said expropriation had not bee contemplated during the course of negotiations because “it would have been too messy and too expensive.”
	Myles said access to the island, which can be reached by car across a sand bar at low tide at certain times of the year, would have to be limited because his department does not have the funding or the staff to properly develop the island.
	The island has been studied several times by Parks Canada officials, he said, who have repeatedly recommended usage of the island be restricted until the property can be preserved.
	Vandalism and reckless use of the property have been a problem in the past, Myles said. “When they held the auction over there (at the Van Horne estate), people stole the doorknobs right out of the house.”
	There were complaints of continued deer hunting on the island this fall, after it was declared to be a Wildlife Refuge by the provincial government. He said his department has “had no problems with people going over there” to the island, but they would not be able to deal with “freewheeling access.”
	He said there are no firm plans at present for the development of the island as an historic site and tourist attraction, and the department would have to hire a consultant to make proposals on the island’s future before development funds could be sought.
	
Courier Weekend
Aug 27, 1983
Island Development “Still Years Away,” Official
Although the provincial government now owns all of Minister’s Island, it will still be years before the island is developed, according to an official of the provincial Department of Historical Resources.
	After many years of negotiating, Ralph Whitehead said the government purchased the approximately 10 percent of the island, located off the northeast side of this town. The government was unable to buy the portion, which includes the right of way to the island, when the 90 percent of the island was purchased six years ago.
	Obtaining the last portion cost approximately $75,000, Whitehead said. In 1977 the government paid $750,000 for the larger sections.
	Calling the situation of the island development “the same old story year after year,” Whitehead said development will not take place “until somebody opens up the purse strings.”
	He said he expects the money will eventually come from the provincial rather than the federal government. . . . The house was originally constructed as a small cottage in the late 1880s and was continuously expanded until completion around 1911. 
	The final parts of the home were designed by renowned Canadian architect of the day, Edward Maxwell, who also designed approximately 10 other homes in St. Andrews at the turn of the century.
	At the moment, the Department of Historical Resources is “having the place mothballed” until the development funds are released, Whitehead said. Last summer, the stone chimneys on the main house were repaired, and the stone windmill is being repaired this summer, he said.
	Since the government has owned the island, it has been off-limits to the local people who were used to picnicking on the island beaches. This summer, however, Osprey Travel and Promotions Ltd. Of St. Andrews has been permitted to conduct mini-bus tours of the island, Whitehead said.
	The tours, he said, include inside views of some of the buildings on the island. Jean Williamson of Osprey Travel said so far her company has only conducted two tours of the island, but hope to do more next summer.


Courier
Feb 24, 1984
Public input requested into Minister’s Island future
Elaine Bateman
What shape Minister’s Island development should take will be discussed by local residents at a meeting here Sunday afternoon. While actual development of the historic provincially-owned island is not imminent, the organizers of the meeting feel public input is a natural next-step in the preparation of a draft master plan for island development.
	The master plan is part of a training session for provincial and federal parks rangers but in January their master plan was presented to a 10-member local citizens advisory group for reaction and Sunday’s meeting is to allow for broader-based input, explained David Palmer, one of the meeting’s organizers.
	The people from the provincial Department of Tourism’s historical resources branch will attend as well as John Turanski, a project leader with the Maritime Forest Ranger School, Palmer said. Public comment Sunday will be directed toward an as yet hypothetical development but a federal and provincial park is in the future for the island and local opinions registered now could affect the eventual planning process.
	Palmer said anyone from Charlotte County is welcome to attend the meeting to be held Sunday Feb. 26 at 2 pm at Sunbury Shores Arts and Nature Center on Water Street.

Courier
Feb 29, 1984
Group wants say in Minister’s Island Plan
It was not a wild-eyed citizen’s group intent on forming strict plans for Minister’s Island who met at Sunbury Shoes here on Sunday afternoon to discuss local involvement into the Island, but it was a group of people concerned with the future of an historic landmark in their midst.
	The group, which has been meeting informally since November, called the Sunday meeting to see whether others shared their concern for the island, said Chairperson David Palmer. Although the gallery was not overcrowded, 18 people had interrupted their Sunday afternoon to meet.
	“We don’t have any idea what is going to become of Minister’s Island,” Palmer said, adding the group feels it is important to this area that local input should occur. A group of people putting their heads together might bring out a viable proposal which would appeal to governments and would also serve the local interest, Palmer said.
	“As I see it, this is a sort of lobbying group,” Dick Wilbur told the group. “I think it is imperative that this part of New Brunswick get its act together,” he added. “We want to see this thing become more than an academic exercise.” In October, a group of parks personnel from both provincial and federal parks throughout the country met in St. Andrews for a Parks Canada training session. The exercise question was what should be done with the island. The conclusions of the training session have been studied by the informal St. Andrews group and Palmer said on Sunday it does fit in with the group’s feelings about island development.
	Wilbur explained the proposals suggest the wooded northern end of the island remain a wilderness area to be used by scout groups interested in wilderness camping. The middle of the island developed by William Van Horne, the founder of the CP Railways, should be brought back as a farm. In the 1960s an airstrip was built in the central part of the island, but most feel it does not fit with the overall plan. “I think the general agreement is that the air strip should go,” Wilbur said.
	Both the citizens’ group and the Parks Canada exercise proposal suggest thee be no vehicles allowed on the island with either a ferry or a bus taking visitors across the bar. “It would not take very much to get the farm back,” he said. The glass has been replaced in one of the greenhouses Van Horne had built, Wilbur said. The farm could be a 12-month operation., he added.
	The third area, where the Van Horne home is, could be a centre for the performing arts, Wilbur suggested.
	Local businessman Ian MacKay suggested the group design an administrative framework to insure continuing local input into the island. The administration, in addition to local people, would include representatives from the various provincial and federal governments which have an interest in the island. The “corporation” as he called it, would have quarterly meetings for the shareholders, the public at large and at the meetings plans and budgets for development would be approved.
	Although there were some differing view expressed by members of the audience as to how the island should be developed, the consensus was that people are interested in insuring local involvement.
	As a next step, at the invitation of Mayor Bev Lawrence, the group will present ideas to council at a special meeting. Lawrence told the group that its important to have the support of the municipal government when working with other levels of government.
	Walter Kozak, a town councillor, suggested the group set up a meeting with federal and provincial authorities outlining the concerns and the concept of a joint administrative framework. It is expected that meeting will be arranged.
	
Telegraph Journal
March 10, 1984
St. Andrews Supports Tourist Scheme
Town Council has decided to lend it support to a citizens’ advisory group which would like to see the development of Minister’s Island as a cultural center and tourist attraction. At a special session, spokesman for the group, Dick Wilbur, explained the work which has been carried out to date. It all began, he said, about two years ago when the group involved with Ballet East wanted to make use of the Island as a cultural centre.
	At that time, he said, their plans were to hold two music camps on the island so they approached the Historical Resources branch of the provincial government, custodian of the island, for permission. The department was unable to let the group knows decision before the deadline at the end of October, so the camps will not be held there this summer. Mr. Wilbur said a local equestrian group made a similar request and it will be holding an equestrian school on the island this summer.
	Mr. Wilbur said it seems evident that the provincial government is fairly receptive to the idea of making the island a cultural and performing arts center. Also, he said, the New Brunswick Federation of Agriculture would like to reactivate the farm on the island to use as a model farm. With this in mind, he said he was asked to put together a group of local citizens to see what they would like done with the island.
	The group has studied a draft master plan prepared by the federal-provincial parks officers course Maritime Ranger School in October, 1983, which outlines various proposals to develop the island. If such developments is carried out, Mr. Wilbur said the group would like to see a citizens’ group look after the island, rather than it be a strictly parks operation. “We realize it is government owned, but fee the people who are most concerned about it are those closes to it and they have had the closest association with the island,” he said. This group, which would be made up of interested people with representatives from council, would then make presentations to the provincial and federal authorities.
	Mr. Wilbur said that 1985 will be the National Parks centennial and it is seeking worthwhile heritage and conservation projects to support. Minister’s Island is a tailor-made project for them, he added.
	What the group would like to see, said Mr. Wilbur, is the island have some public use while still maintaining its heritage and present conditions. On no account, he said, would they like to see general vehicular traffic on the island.
	While they cannot lost sight of the fact that the island is Crown property, Mr. Wilbur said if a citizens’ group is involved it would be able to tap private resources for contributions to the island’s development. . . . At present there is no public use of the island.
	The purpose of the draft plan was to protect the island’s significant historical resources and unique natural features and to encourage public understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of these resources.
	If developed the island would enhance the area’s tourism potential and would provide benefits for the local economy. The development would provide, through interpretation and education, appreciation of the natural and cultural resources of the island and surrounding area.
	
Courier Weekend
March 10, 1984
Council supports group concerned with Island
Town council here agreed Thursday night to support a group interested in developing Minister’s Island. Speaking at a special council meeting, dick Wilbur, representing the group interested in Minister’s Island, said the group would like to see the island used as a cultural center and also restored as a model farm.
	“We’d like to see a citizen’s group look after the island instead of the government. We realize it is a government island, but government is the people, Wilbur said.
	The Minister’s Island group thinks a private group should run the island because they could tap private resources the government could not, have much less overhead and still be able to receive crown money, Wilbur said. In October 1983 provincial and federal parks personnel from all over Canada met in St. Andrews for a Parks Canada training session. They were given an exercise to see what should be done with Minister’s Island. May of the conclusions the training session came up with are in line with the thinking of the citizen’s group, Wilbur said.
	The training session suggested the middle of the island developed by William Van Horne should be restored as a farm using the equipment of 1910, when Van Horne was on the island.
	Part of the island should also be used as a cultural center, Wilbur said. Two music camps—one from Rothesay and one from Saint Mary’s University in Nova Scotia—looked at the island as a potential place to hold music camps this summer and a submission was made to the New Brunswick government. However, the music camps needed to know by October and the government did not respond quickly enough, so the music camps will not be runs this summer, Wilbur said. However, the government responded favourably to the idea of establishing the island as a cultural center, he said.
	Among the other suggestions, the Parks Canada training session said there should be no public access to the island by car, but only by bus and ferry. An airstrip built on the island in the 1960s should be removed, and visitors to the island should be able to see the farm activity without interfering with the farm’s activities.
	Wilbur said a suggestion that the Van Horne home on the island be furnished with period furniture would be too expensive and almost impossible, as most of the furniture was auctioned away. Instead, the citizen’s group suggested that there should be a short-term goal to furnish the house so that it is serviceable.
	“Our goal is to get the island into public use while maintaining it as a heritage centre in its present condition,” Wilbur said.
	The citizen’s group representative said the group would have proposals prepared to submit to the National parks Centennial Committee before the committee’s April 1 deadline concerned with renovating the island. As part of its centennial celebrations, National Parks is sponsoring projects that provide a natural heritage legacy and could fund a great deal of the island’s renovations, Wilbur said.
	Two St. Andrews council members, Chris Flemming and Walter Kozak, agreed to sit on the citizen’s advisory group to represent the views of the council.
		

Courier Weekend
March 10, 1984
Permission to use Minister’s Island not granted
[see cartoon “prepare to repel public boarders” this date]
No groups have yet received permission to use facilities on government-owned Minister’s Island, according to Ralph Whitehead, the director of historic sites for the provincial department of historical and cultural resources.
	Rumors had been circulating around St. Andrews that the Algonquin Hotel was seeking permission to hold one of the hotel’s annual summer festivals, Hawaiian Night on the island. Whitehead said as far as he was aware, no such application has been received.
	“If they had applied, it has not filtered down to my level,” Whitehead said. As well, it was thought that the area pony club had been granted permission to hold a clinic on the island this summer. Whitehead said while the club has asked for permission, the permission has not yet been granted.
	Whitehead said there had been a proposal to hold a music camp on the island. However, after the Fire Marshall surveyed the buildings, the former home of William Van Horne, it became evident that the cost of placing adequate fire protection devices made music camp use of the building unfeasible.
	“It’s going to take a fair number of dollars to put things (fire protection equipment) back in order,” Whitehead said. He said there had been fire hydrants around the buildings which will be put back in service eventually.
	Whitehead said that although the province would like to make the island accessible to visitors, at the moment there is too much danger and risk of fire for people to be allowed on the island. 
The province completed its purchase of the entire island last year. Last summer, as part of the repair program which will continue each summer until the final plans for the island are set and funded, the province upgraded the telephone cable which runs to the island underground on the bar. He said the windmill was also repaired. This summer, should funds for repairs be included in the department’s budget, the coach house will get a new roof and sill work on the main barn may begin.
“We are trying to maintain what we have,” Whitehead said. As to what the island will finally become, Whitehead said there are, as yet, no firm plans. “Three are some discussions about it,” he offered and agreed federal government involvement in the plans is a possibility.” I don’t think it’s an outlandish guess to say five years, “before plans for the Island are set, I hope it’s sooner.”
Whitehead he encourages local groups, such as the newly formed citizen’s committee on island development. He said such groups “can be helpful to people like myself.” They are also good for the community because it gives people an opportunity to be involved. He said after all, the island is owned by the people and will benefit them.
	
Courier
Oct 3, 1984
Grandiose Schemes for Minister’s Island
Elaine Bateman, Managing Editor
A group calling themselves the St. Andrews Marine Center Corp. have some grandiose plans for Minister’s Island including a 200 unit condominium, a fisheries wharf and motels and a bridge to connect it all to the mainland. Malcolm THorne, of Malcolm THorne Associates of Ottawa, and two men described as “American financiers” presented their proposals to the departments of tourism and historical and cultural resources and St. Andrews town manager and mayor two weeks ago.
	David Miles, historic site supervisor with the Department of Historic and Cultural Resources, said the group have envisioned “a marine center” and want to purchase or lease about 250 acres or half of the provincially owned island to develop an exclusive year-round resort area.
	Miles said representatives of his department and the tourism department met with the men in Fredericton Oct. 17. The initial inquiry was channelled through the Saint John Fundy Region Development Corporation.
	“They want to develop the island for boating, mainly for New England tourists. They want to build motels, condos, a fisheries wharf and perhaps build a bridge to the island or run a ferry back and forth,” he said.
	“It’s quite an expensive proposition,” he commented.
	Not only is it an expensive proposition, but not exactly what residents of St. Andrews had in mind for the island which contains the summer estate of railroad entrepreneur Sir William Van Horne. Word of the “fancy” development ideas for the island prompted members of the local Civic Trust to call a meeting Friday with Ralph Whitehead, the director of historic sites for the department of cultural and historical resources, according to the group’s president Chris Flemming. “We first of all wanted to know whether the government had made any commitments,” Flemming said. “And we were uncertain whether anyone is taking a role in representing local interests in the island.”
	Although a citizens group concerned with the future development of the island had been active earlier this year, Flemming said it was decided at Friday’s meeting that a broader-based group should be formed to deal with the latest development proposal.
	“Then, we may develop a specific proposal of our own to send to Fredericton,” he said. “We would like to put together a group of ideas on what we would like to see done with the island. I think we do have a unity of opinion here on what we’d like to see done with the island,” he said. “It should be protected. The island is fragile ecologically and it is the last remaining vestige of Sir William Van Horne in the country.”
	The Civic Trust plans to hold a meeting to form a committee to deal with proposals for the island at the St. Andrews Courthouse on November 14.
	St. Andrews Town Manager Keith Robichaud said when the developers met with him in the town office Oct. 16 they were primarily interested in obtaining all the information they could on the municipality from development plans to fire protection. “they indicated they were looking at sites all along the Eastern seaboard and that St. Andrews was just one of them,” he said. Robichaud said he felt the proposals were too premature at this stage for any comment. 
	According to Miles, the outcome of the meeting with the government department was that the potential developers would return more precise development plans to government by the firs of this week. So far, nothing has materialized.
	Miles said he was under the impression the developers had a marine centre plans and were shipping for a place to put it. “I think they had already decide what they were going to do and then they found the island,” he said.
	The provincial government is open to proposals for the island, Miles said, but the final say on the fate of the island rests with the Premier. “The premier has taken a very personal interest in the island and nothing can take place without his blessing,” Miles said.
	The provincial government completed its purchase of the entire island last summer but have no firm plans for its future, said historic sites director Whitehead. “We have no time frame,” he said. “We’ve done some very preliminary thinking on development. For instance, it may become a day use park.”
	The province expends about $25,000 a year maintaining the island buildings and a caretaker. Attempts to contact Malcolm THorne for comment on his development plans were unsuccessful.

Courier Weekend
Nov 17, 1984
Respond to island plans, form local committee
About 40 concerned area residents agreed to form the Minister’s Island Advisory committee Wednesday night after two hours’ active discussion on the future development of the island.
	The committee’s formation is the result of local concern over tentative plans for private development of the island, including condominiums for 100 families, a wharf and marina, a motel and a school. Ottawa-based entrepreneur Malcolm THorne and two American backers approached the government on the matter a month ago. Chris Flemming, president of the St. Andrews Civic Trust Corporation, and Dick Wilbur, member of a citizen’s group concerned with the island’s future, formed earlier this year, co-chaired the meeting. Wilbur voiced his concerns over seeing the island fall into private hands. “It should be a facility developed for the people of Charlotte county,” he said. Various organizations have shown interest in the offshore property—for a music camp, ballet camp, and the regional arm of the Canadian Pony club were interested in using the barn facilities of the Van Horne estate as the base for an equestrian school, said Wilbur.
	Resident Douglass Howe reminded the group that the music camp field is quite competitive and already well served by Mount Allison University’s summer programs. Concern was also expressed for the island’s fragile ecology and its historical significance. In particular, the preservation of the Sir William Van Horne estate received specific mention, and one resident explained that without heat in the house during winter, the plaster has begun to decompose and along with it some of the residence’s painted frescoes.
	Resident Mel Turner advised the group not to turn away from the idea of some combination of public and private resources, saying he did not think it wise to shy away from something before it was fully understood. He also pointed out the considerable finances needed to develop and restore the island and its architecture, and the vast amounts of wealth available from private sources.
	Turner’s view gathered support from within the group.
[rest of article missing]

Quoddy Tides
Dec 24, 1984
Barbara Raynor
. . . the various buildings on the island were connected by carriage roads. These were flanked on either side by low stone walls and at one time, although sadly this has now disappeared, thee was a huge cedar arch with the name “Covenhoven” at the entrance to the road leading to the main house.
	On top of each of the pillars along the wall there were huge concrete flower pots—one can still be seen on the avenue leading to the main house. There also used to be slower beds on either side of the avenue and these were always filled with flowers just before Sir William arrived for his summer visits.
	Covenhoven is an imposing mansion, which Sir William designed himself [sic] and contains 12 bedrooms, 11 baths and 12 fireplaces. A verandah extends along he front of the house with a brick walk—traces of which can still be seen—leading on to the spacious lawns where the family enjoyed bowling and croquet. The sandstone for the pillars of the verandah came from the island itself.
	 Nearby, is the stone building which housed a plant to produce carbide gas. Carbide pellets were dropped into water and the resulting gas was piped into the house to be used for light and cooking, before electricity arrived on the island.
	Water on the island came from artesian wells and Sir William had a windmill constructed near the main house to pump water to the various buildings on the estate.
	Not far from the main house is the gardener’s cottage, which is kept in a good state of repair, since caretaker, Wade Veinotte sometimes stays there during the summer.
	The greenhouses, which are surprisingly well-preserved, were used to supply the family with their own produce. They were equipped with a solar heating system and one contained only peach trees. Since Sir William would only eat fallen peaches, the threes all had nets underneath to catch the fallen fruit.
	 A later addition was the stone garage used to house Sir William’s cars and his daughter, Adeline, known as Miss Addie, had a Model-T Ford with special doors since she was rather wide.
	Inside the house now seems cold and empty with little furniture left and peeling paint, but one can imagine the lavish entertaining which went on during the summer months when the Van Hornes were there.
	The previous owner of the estate, Norman Langdon, who purchased the island in 1972, auctioned off most of the estate’s furnishing in 1977.
	One of the few items that were left is a 300 year old hard carved cabinet where Sir William stored his paints and brushes. Unfortunately, the cabinet is locked and the key cannot be found. [so cabinet there in 1984]
	The one room which still remains intact is the games room. The billiard table was one of he few items saved from the auction. The cues and score board still adorn the wall with the only other decorations a huge buffalo head over the fireplace and a deer head on another wall.
	Upstairs in one of the children’s bedrooms is a mural Sir William painted himself on the wall for his grandson, William Cornelius Covenhoven Van Horne, on the occasion of his third birthday. The paint is peeling in the room and the delft tile of the fireplace is cracking. In a closet is an old bassinette—another item which escaped the auction.
	On the third storey is the play room where the remains of a train set together with a few other odd toys are still laid out on the floor. In another empty room, a few old croquet sets and bowling balls can be found a remainder of those summers long ago when the house was a bustling summer home.
	Sir William used to paint in the round stone tower he had constructed on the southern point of the island overlooking Passamaquoddy Bay. Inside there is a staircase leading down to changing rooms below. From here, visitors cold take a stone walk to Sir William’s “swimming pool.” This was a rectangular shaped hole carved out of the sandstone, which would fill with water at high tide, then the water would remain in the “pool” after the tide went out, and be warmed by the sun so guests could take a dip.
	Following the death of her parents, Miss Addie maintained the island for many years and during the depression years it was one of the mainstays of the local economy, providing jobs for about 40 people.
	Miss Addie died in 1941 and the island was eventually sold in 1961 to an Ohio syndicate who planned to turn the island into a club. However, the only thing which came of these plans was the construction of an airstrip—parts of which can still be seen today.
	Then, in 1971, the province’s first Minister of tourism, Charles Van Horne (no relation) acquired an option on the property but was unable to persuade his Cabinet colleague to buy the island for $400,000.
	Mr. Langdon then bought the estate in April 1972 for $325,000 and renamed in Harbour Farm. He planed to keep the house and 150 acres himself and divide the rest into beachfront lots. He carried out major repairs and rebuilt some of the old carriage roads, then in 1977, approached the provincial government after spending nearly $300,000 on renovations. While the government showed some interest after several unproductive meetings, Mr. Langdon decided to sell off most of the estate’s contents.
	Among the many who attended that sale were Canadians Alexander George and Michael McPherson, who decided to buy the island from Mr. Langdon. Three days later, the government placed the island and its contents under the Historic Sites Protection Act, but by then most of the furnishings had been sold. This was what saved Sir William’s billiard table, as it had been auctioned off but the buyers had been unable to get it off the island in time. [this doesn’t sound right]
	The provincial government finally became the owners of the entire island in 1982, as a couple of pieces of property had to be bought back from separate purchaser who had bought from Mr. Langdon. Little has been done with it since then.
	Osprey Travel of St. Andrews, run by Jeannie Williamson and Ardeth Holmes, have been given permission to take people over to the island for tours and about 60 people visited it this summer. Mrs. Williamson said many people drive over the bar during the summer but are turned away by Mr. Veinotte, who explains that the only way to have a tour of the island is through Osprey Travel and some people are not prepared to pay for this. She wished the Federal Government and Canadian Pacific would organize a joint venture with the province to preserve this island and its history, since it is the last trace of Sir William left in Canada. When one considers what a hub of activity the island was in the Van Hornes time, it is sad to see nothing being done to preserve this historic setting. Recent announcements that a group of developers want to carry out development on the island which includes plans for 100 condominiums have those who love the island worried.
	In view of this, a Minister’s Island Advisory Committee was formed at a public meeting in St. Andrews on November 14. Some people would like to see the island used for summer music camps and eventually become a performing arts center, while others would like to see the remaining buildings preserved and the island made into a provincial park or historic site.
	Deterioration has already taken place in the buildings and much of the contents have already gone, so it is time for some action now before this last vestige of the memory Sir William Van Horne falls into decay.
	

St. Croix Courier
April 17/1985
Minister’s Island Part of New Brunswick Tourism scheme. 
Ottawa businessman Malcolm Thorne says his investor group is not limiting itself to the development of Minister’s Island but is interested in helping to ‘open up’ southern New Brunswick.
	Thorne is acting managing director of the Ottawa-based S. A. Marine Centre Corporation, a group of entrepreneurs who have submitted plans for a residential development on the historic island in Passamaquoddy Bay.
	So far the plans include permanent and/or tourist accommodation, a marina, and restoration of the Sir William Van Horne estate. “Our plan doesn’t limit itself to the development of Minister’s Island. It’s a regional development implementation plan, involving thousands of acres,” he explained. Thorne has requested a Tuesday meeting with St. Andrews mayor Bev Lawrence and Town Manager Keith Robichaud. The corporation now has an office in St. John, and intends to establish another, probably in St. Andrews.
	“It’s all frankly a dream at this point but if people are encourage to dream, it may happen,” Thorne acknowledged. The developer says there’s a “general notion of support” for their preliminary plans from the provincial government, who is interested in privately funded projects. The premier, who has final work in the matter, has read the various submissions, but has not yet responded, Thorne added.
	Between $250,000 and $300,000 has already been spent to prepare proposals and conduct macros and micro-economic studies on the plans’ regional impact. The research shows the development would have a “tremendous” effect on building and other trades in the area, as well as “long-term financial impacts” for the region in general, said Thorne.
	Thorne, originally a Saint John native, says they are anxious to establish their Charlotte County office and maximize local content in the possible multi-million dollar projects. “We’re earnestly trying to encourage public participation. It’s not only needed. It’s welcome,” he explained.
	If the plans get off the ground, the corporation intends to expand its board of directors with about seven representatives from the local region, Thorne said when he contracted the Courier Monday to arrange an information meeting. The group’s present plans also make provision for a railway museum, executive cottages “for conferences of minds and piece of mind,” and possibly an arts school and amphitheater. The feasibility of the latter would be decided in conjunction with regional theatre groups, he added.
	The project blueprints also take pains to preserve the character and present state of the island as much as possible, said Thorne, explaining that no private vehicles, only service vehicles will be allowed on the Island, and as few trees as possible will be cut.
	The condominium and resort facility is expected to cost $45 million and the whole project will be built in phases over a 30 year period. Resort accommodations might best be managed in affiliation with the Algonquin Hotel, he added.
	The corporation is considering time-sharing condos to encourage year-round residency, a marine equipped with haul-up and storage facilities, and adjacent boardwalk and shops, he said.
	The plans don’t include campgrounds which are provided adequately on the mainland, and Thorne says the development would not be in direct competition with local restaurateurs. Public access to the island would not be impeded, he said.
	Although the proposed project will be largely privately funded, Thorne says they must be realistic and expect some measure of government support for a project of this scope. However too much government involvement is “less than desirable” he added.
	One main problem for the investors is the lack of good transportation link-ups between New Brunswick and the US. Not only is nature uncooperative with fog and tricky waters in the Bay of Fundy, but the Airline route between Bangor and New Brunswick discourages tourists, says Thorne. A good highway from Bangor to southern New Brunswick is necessary in order to open up this part of the province, says the Ottawa entrepreneur. If there’s a fall off in tourism by 25 percent, people should consider this, he said.
	If Canada and the United States, with the good rapport now enjoyed by the two governments, could get together to improve the Bangor-New Brunswick route, the province would be much better off, he said.
	Thorne also pointed out that it’s one thing to have improvements made to thss airport, but unless commercial airlines can land here, the present improvements are apt to have limited benefit, he projected. 
	Thorne’s three associated are Dr. Steven Wyman, a former mayor of Saint John, leading Canadian economist Michael McCracken of InfoMetrica, John Bobak, founder of Computer Innovations Ltd., and Philadelphia businessman and chemical engineer, Mark Gagano.

Courier
Sept 11/ 1985
Minister’s Island, a Panorama of 3,000 Years of History
Carol Ann Nicholson
Minister’s Island. In these two words there lies a panorama of 3000 years of Canadian history. This a history that was in the making when the Egyptians were building the pyramids, that was taking place when the Roman Empire began to grow, that was continuing when the Greeks were building the Parthenon.	
	People were living and working on Minister’s Island when William the Conqueror fought the Battle of Hastings, and when Europe saw the first of the Crusades.
	And there is more.
	Minister’s Island had an influx of settlers even before the Loyalists arrived, namely one John Hanson and his family of 13, descendants of whom are still living in New Brunswick.
	Tell that to the visitors.
	And of course, in 1885 Sir William Van Horne visited New Brunswick as the President of the CPR and was genuinely charmed by the beauty of Passamaquoddy Bay and its protecting island, particularly Minister’s Island. On a subsequent trip he purchased the larger part of the Island and made it his summer home.
	Today, one of the special things that a border person can do to learn about Minister’s Island is to talk to Bill Clarke of St. Andrews, who was born on, brought up on, and who spent his working life on the Island.
	Dapper, sincere, enthusiastic with eyes that truly twinkle, and with a knowledge of his heritage that would frighten the memory bank of a computer, Bill Clarke vividly spins and weaves the history of Van Horne, his family and the island’s history. He makes it come alive.
	This is all material one can subtly toss into the conversation the next time an outside talks about the slow pace of life on the border. Talk about our heritage, the length of our history. Talk about Minister’s Island. And if the visitors demand proof, give it to them.
	Archaeological investigations conducted in 1961, 1970 and 1981 have unearthed at least two sites, one from the Aceramic Period, about 500 BC, and the other from the Ceramic Period, about 1,000 AD.
	The earlier of these sites, located near the present location of the Van Horne residence, reveals a grave pit about 2,000 years old. It is one of two from this very early and interesting period of Maritimes prehistory.
	The other site, located towards the beach area, contains the remains of four house foundations, possibly more. The Passamaquoddy Bay area is the only setting in the Maritimes to show evidence of house features.
	Archeologists found deposits of shell, charcoal, artefacts and fire-cracked rock, as well as evidence of bird and mammal bones, small fish and sea urchin spines.
	This location represents an occupation of people using pottery and subsisting off local and maritime land resources. Because of the shell midden and house foundations, these sites are the best understood archeologically in the Maritimes.

St. Croix Courier
Sept 18/1985
How the Island Became “The Minister’s”
Gossip and legend say: 
. . . that John Hanson arrived in St. Andrews and settled happily into life on Minister’s Island in 1775. He cleared land, erected buildings, and after 10 years he was there to greet the Loyalists and other refugees arriving from Castine, Maine.
	This made life much more pleasant for Mr. Hanson and he enjoyed his neighbors—having now the opportunity to convivially while away the lonely winter evenings with good comradeship, a little playing of the old cards and the occasional imbibing of spirits.
	One of the new settlers to the area was the Reverend Samuel Andrews the Anglican Minister who was to look after the spiritual interests of the settlers. Ah—but so the story goes—like Ahab of Old, the Reverend Andrews cast an evil eye which fell on his neighbor’s vineyard, the Hanson homestead. He fell in love with the Island. Why not, the native people of generations past had loved the area, and 100 years later Sir William Cornelius Van Horne would fall under the same spell. Try as he would, however, the Rev. Andrews consistently failed to get the Hansons to agree to sell their claim to the Island.
Another newcomer to the area was Capt. Samuel Osborne, in St. Andrews with his sloop of war to protect the settlers. One fine evening Captain Osborne invited some friends, including the Rev. Mr. Andrews and John Hanson aboard his sloop of war for a fine dinner. It was a very fine dinner, indeed. In such company, the champagne flowed freely. So freely, in fact, that John Hanson was carried home unconscious. The next day he awoke with a raging headache. It was nothing to the headache and rage he felt the following day, however. This was when Captain Osborne produced a document signed and witnessed, which conveyed all Hanson’s right and title of the Island to Osborne, in consideration for the miserly sum of 20 pounds. Shortly afterwards, the property was reconveyed by Captain Osborne to the Reverend Mr. Andrews.
	Hanson, his wife and family of 13 refused to be driven off the Island, however. The family claimed that Mrs. Hanson had not been consulted in the matter nor had her signature been obtained, therefore making the document illegal. Now this was long before the days of Nellie McClung, Emilene Pankhurst and the Suffragettes or GerMaine Greer, and unfortunately for Mrs. Hanson, her signature was not required and the property did indeed pass to Mr. Andrews. Hanson was a hardly individual, however, and his family was stubborn. they still refused to be driven off the Island. Accordingly, so it is related, Captain Osborne found it necessary for his sloop of war to conduct target practice in the area. Oddly enough, the bombardment of the cannon was always aimed in the direction of the Hanson Home on Minister’s Island. Life certainly became so intolerable that the family had to evacuate. On leaving his island, tears in his eyes, and clutching his few possessions, John Hanson was heard to exclaim: ‘Deerfield Massacre, Fort Ticonderoga, Crown Point and the bloody Plains of Abraham are nothing to this. I thought I could at least trust my Parson.’
	When his sad case was presented to the government, his was permitted to take up land on the Bocabec River, where he ended his days. the Rev. Andrews, meanwhile, lived long and happily on his Island, as did his descendants. Around 1790, he built a neat stone cottage, referred to as the ‘Minister’s House,’ which remains to this day. It was at this time that the name of the Island changed from Chamcook to Minister’s Island. 
	For the next 100 years the land was peaceful, pastoral, quiet with deer, unmowed grss, a bit of pasture and a few cows, and overgrown with huge, beautiful sea roses. And then, suddenly, in 1885-6 everything became the center of attraction for one of the most active, industrious and dynamic men in Canada. This was a man about whom the residents of Charlotte County did a lot of jabbering, chattering, prattling, clacking and bibble-babbling. yes, there was a lot of gossip about Sir William Van Cornelius Van Horne. There were many things to tell the visitors from Ontario, or Montreal, or Boston or Bar Harbour. But then again, that is a little gossip for another day.

The Citizen
June 23, 1987
The Decaying Beauty and History of Minister’s Island Near St. Andrews
No trespassing signs, like the one of the tree in front of this cottage, dominate trees and buildings on Minister’s Island. See page 20. [rest of article missing]


Courier
Nov 20, 1990
Minister’s Island, A Personal Vision of the Future
Carol Ann Nicholson
Lane McIntosh is a Fredericton newscaster who is determined to do something to save Minister’s Island. “In Montreal, there is a Van Horne bagel factory, a Van Horne Shopping Center, and a Van Horne Avenue,” he says. “Here, when you say Van Horne people think you are referring to Charlie Van Horne the colourful political who led the provincial PC party during the late sixties or early seventies.
	MacIntosh is a single-handed promoting something called “the Minister’s Island Project,” and has been making media appearances and giving interview in an effort to raise the profile of the historic 500 acre island.
	He says he visited St. Andrews in the summer of 1980 with a film crew from the provincial historical resources administration [is this the film referred to by Michael O’Rourke?] and promptly fell in love with Minister’s Island. “It appealed to my sense of history and romance,” he says. “I also remembered being in Montreal in 1972 when the Van Horne house was demolished there and remembered the sadness everyone felt at loving such an important part of Canadian history.”
	MacIntosh says when he saw Minister’s Island he knew it was one the most remarkable spots in North America. “On March 9, when the government announced a call for proposals to evaluate and develop the concept of Minister’s Island as a tourism related project, I decided to really get involved and increase the efforts I have been making to promote this special part of our history,” he states.
	MacIntosh’s proposal is to integrate the concepts of Minister’s Island as a tourist designation area and its resources as a showcase for the latest advances in the field of environmental technology and sustainable development. “This idea is still in a very formative stage,” he admits, “But I think it is possible to create an international center demonstrating organic farming, wind power, solar power, tidal power, botanical garden, and ecological pursuits.”
	MacIntosh says he believes tourism will be one of the most important industries in New Brunswick during the 1990s and he is convinced the link between tourism, Minister’s Island and its history, and the ecological draw will be a success.
	“Here in the Maritimes we have what they are looking for in other area,” he states emphatically. “There are some 55 million people out there looking for green landscape. We have if. If we market ours properly, if we husband and protect our renewable resources, we can still capitalize on them.”
	According to Macintosh, the Van Horne Center or Minister’s Island Project would raise the image of greenness and the environment. It would synthesize the efforts of business leaders and environmentalists so they could cooperate in a single venture.
	“I think the timing is excellent to take a place like Minister’s Island and show how environmental technology can be applied to business,” he says. “It would attract industrialists. It would attract business. It would attract environmentalists. We may not have much money in the province,” he continues, “but we do have imagination and creativity and that is what would make a far-sighed vision like successful.”
	MacIntosh says Sir William Van Horne made an important contribution to the development of Canada through his involvement with the growth of the CPR.
	“Perhaps, if his legacy, Minister’s Island, is developed properly,” says MacIntosh, “Van Horne can make another important contribution in terms of the environment, research, and the economic welfare of the area.”

Telegraph Journal
May 11, 1993
Stephanie Brown
Minister’s Island will be open to the pedestrian public during the tourist season, town council announced Monday night at its monthly meeting. The island will be open only to make the public aware of this additional attraction, and no formal plans have been made for the island’s development. Councillor Walter Kozak said proposals from individuals or small groups interested in accessing the island for tourism promotion have been received.
	According to Minister of Supply and Services Laureen Jarrett, the province put an ad in the newspapers for the proposals, and four have been received. “We are looking at the viability of those now,” she said in the legislature May 5. “we are opening the island up for the public and small tourist events in order to make people are of the facility.”
	There is a beautiful mansion on the Island, and one of the rooms will be prepared for outside meetings,” she added. Jarrett said there were no plans for a $21 million renovation scheme for the island as mentioned in the legislature, which include the expansion of the mansion into a 50-room facility.
	

T. Journal
July 30, 1993
Hundreds Flock to Island to Glimpse Van Horne History
Stephanie Brown
Minister’s Island has been visited by roughly 700 people in the two weeks the island has formally been open to the public. As many as 90 people ventured to the island on one tour.
	People are welcome to access through the island at scheduled tour times with their own transportation, or take HMS escorted tours to the island. The basic tour includes driving over the bar (ocean floor) to the island, visiting Covenhoven, the former summer home of the Van Horne family, the bathhouse with its tidal swimming pool, the livestock barn, and the view from Chaisse’s Hill.
	Sir William Van Horne was the man who, as the tour pamphlet reads, “was able to almost single-handedly lay down thousands of miles of twisted steel, uniting the nation from seaboard to seaboard, during the 1880’s.”
	Van Horne’s first commercial connection with railways was in 1857 when at an early age he was hired as a telegrapher with the Illinois Central Railway Company. IN 1879 he became general superintendent with the large Chicago Alton Railway in 1879. On the last day of the year in 1881, Van Horne was chosen to head the construction of a $100 million plus coast to coast railway line, and moved to Winnipeg to begin the building of the CPR.
	Over the next two years, the railway had been pushed even through the Rockies, and was far ahead of schedule. In 1888, Van Horne became CPR president, and was royall rewarded with a knighthood in 1894.
	In the meantime, in 1890, William Van Horne was on a tour of New Brunswick’s rail system when he was overcome with the beauty of the island and Passamaquoddy Bay. He then purchased the island, and constructed a 50-room summer home, named Covenhoven after his father, to where he boarded his family, friends and all of his servants onto a train, after wintering in Montreal. He completed the island simple beauty with flower meadows, trees and shrubs.
	The Van Hornes continued to summer in St. Andrews, even after Sir William’s death, until 1941, when his daughter Adeline passed away. The province purchased the island in 1977, the same year the entire island was declared a Protected Historic Site.
	Ray Bishop, involved with the island’s publicity and opening to the public, says visitors and town residents should check the St. Andrews tourist Welcome Center for complete tour listings and information. . . . All tour participants must remain together. No smoking is allowed on the island, nor household pets. Removal of any plants or disturbing any wildlife is forbidden. There are no picnic or food service facilities on the island, and no alcoholic beverages are permitted.

Developer Studying Minister’s Island
Fredericton Gleaner
Nov 13, 1993
Sandy Morgan
Premier Frank McKenna announced to a group of community leaders in St. Andrews, plans a developer has proposed for Minister’s Island. Once the summer residence of Sir William Van Horne, Minister’s Island is now owned by the Province and its once magnificent buildings and gardens have fallen into a state of disrepair. Mr. McKenna was visiting St. Andrews yesterday as part of his cross-province, pre-election tour. “We have a major proposal in front of us for Minister’s Island,” said Mr. McKenna, “from very responsible people with a history of successful development.”
	He added that the company, that he did not name, also proposed the making a video and writing a book, “which would do for Minister’s Island, what Anne of Green Gables has done for PEI,” he said. He said the developer estimated “there would be 400,000 visitors to the island each year. It has impacts, both negative and positive and it’s something you’re going to have to think about.”
	Premier McKenna added the proposal represented a $35 million investment of both private and public funds, “but we aren’t going to spend a nickel unless the people of St. Andrews want it.”
	
St. Croix Courier
Nov 23/1993
Premier drops Island bomb. The Province has received and is studying a major proposal to purchase and develop Minister’s Island. See A-2.
The province has received and is studying a major proposal to purchase and develop Minister’s Island. premier Frank McKenna dropped the bombshell while attending a meeting of business and community leaders in St. Andrews last week. He told them the proposal comes from a very responsible people with a history of successful development in other places, but he refused to reveal who the developers are or where they are located. According to the premier, the total package is $35 million and would be a combination of public and private money. He says the developers feel they can attract 400,000 people to the St. Andrews area each year. Major facts of the proposal, as revealed by McKenna, include: purchase of the land on Ministers Island; rebuilding the historic gardens made famous by Sir William Van Horne; creating a working, historic farm; purchasing back the antique furniture which was on the island in previous days, presumably the furniture in Covenhoven, Van Horne’s home, together with Van Horne paintings; development of a major health spa, including sea baths;; development of a health food restaurant; turning part of Covenhoven into a bed and breakfast. McKenna told the group the province would not spend a nickel on the development unless the people of St. Andrews want it, and he stressed he believes the developers are very serious about the proposal. 
	He wants to know if the development has community base support because moves on the proposal are going ahead very quickly. Mayor Ray Peterson says she was surprised by McKenna’s comments which came following a presentation to the premier by Ray Bishop of the Minister’s Island Advisory Committee. In the brief which Bishop gave to the premier, the committee asked the government not to sell the island because of its positive economic impact on the area in the future. Peterson wondered if Ministers Island should be brought within the St. Andrews municipal boundaries in view of the proposal but did not get a response from the premier on her question. 
	“We are always interested in plans which benefit the town,’ Peterson says, “And I know everybody in this town has been really working to bring it alive, to made it vibrant again. This includes things like our heritage developments, the Regional Economic Conference, the wharf project.
	“I don’t know who the developers are or where the money is coming from but there are rumours it is North American in origin.”
	Bishop says the position of the Ministers Island Advisory Committee is to wait until they have more information. “I presume we will get this when we have the meeting on Dec. 8 in Fredericton with the departments of Supply and Services, Tourism and Heritage,” he states. “We need more details on the proposal but our initial feeling is we want to approach it with a positive rather than negative reaction.”
	Bishop says his understanding is the proposal is just that. “What we know now is this us just in the proposal stages. Six years ago the Canadian Pacific had a proposal for 32 million. Now there is this new proposal but we need details. Do they plan to act soon? When will the government announce the money? When will the details come out? We all have a lot of interest in this but we need to know the coast and what the development means. We also need to know more about the numbers which would be attracted to the area. I think 400,000 people is a large group and unless there are facilities for them we could all be trampled to death. We’ll just wait and see.”


Telegraph Journal
Jan 11, 1994
Ontario Real Estate Magnate Set to Develop Minister’s Island
Developer, facing huge lawsuit in Ontario, ready to invest $35 million
Mike Woloschuk
The secret investor who wants to spend $35 million developing Ministers Island into a tourist attraction is none other than Bruce McLaughlin, the man often credited with personally Mississauga, ON.
	He is also the man the Ontario Securities Commission is suing, alleging he withdrew millions of dollars from one of his companies that had thousands of investors.
	McLaughlin told the Telegraph Journal Monday that his company, Brumac Corp, is seeking an agreement in principle from the government of Premier Frank McKenna to develop the island. “We’re at a sensitive stage of negotiations right now,” said McLaughlin. “The political decision-making is well advanced. We’re just waiting for an answer.”
	Premier McKenna referred to the proposed development at a meeting with St. Andrews town council six weeks ago, but refused to name the man who made the proposal. “He said that someone had proposed investing $35 million to develop the site—but he didn’t say who,” said St. Andrews Mayor Ray Peterson. McLaughlin’s name has reMained a secret—until now.
	“It looks like win, win, win proposition for everybody,” said the 67-year-old real estate investor in a telephone interview from a Toronto hotel room. “We’ve met a great many businesspeople in the area and everyone seems to be pleased to see this historical site become a heritage attraction.” . . . McLaughlin would not say precisely what his plans for the island are, but suggested a historical museum, artists’ colony and craft industries as potential pieces of the development. At this point, hotels and bed and breakfast are not part of the conceptual plan, he stressed. “There is enough accommodation in the area,” he said. “No extra accommodation is warranted.”
	The McKenna cabinet is expected to discuss McLaughlin’s proposal at their Jan.20 meeting . . . the site could begin this year and the doors to visitors could swing open by July 1, 1995. McLaughlin said he will be looking for “a lot of community input” when it comes down to deciding exactly what type of development will go on the island. “We’re basically a community builder and we’re looking to become good community citizens in the Maritimes,” he said.
	McLaughlin’s former development company, SB McLaughlin Ltd., was instrumental in creating the 1970s building boom in Mississauga and was heavily backed by Bronfman-owned Edper.
	Apart from building numerous office buildings and homes, McLaughlin also built Square One, a 1.1 million square foot shopping mall in Mississauga which was, until a few years ago, the largest shopping center in Canada. But McLaughlin’s high-rolling ways have also landed him in, or near, some pretty rough water. The Ontario Securities Commission has brought a lawsuit against McLaughlin on behalf of thousands of minority shareholders in Mascan, McLaughlin’s real estate company that controlled Square One.
	The commission alleges that he brought Mascan to the brink of bankruptcy from 1979 to 1983 by withdrawing about $28 million in company funds for personal purposes. McLaughlin sold Mascan in 1983. the lawsuit has yet to come to trial.
	And last year, McLaughlin lost his 17 million percent stake in the $180 million remake of Montreal’s historic Mount Royal Hotel, when it was sold at a Sheriff’s sale for $32 million.
	
Telegraph Journal
Jan 19, 1998
Minister’s Island Developer Broke
Assets have been frozen by Ontario Securities Commission pending $28 million lawsuit
Michael Woloschuk
The Ontario real estate tycoon who wants to spend $25 million turning Minister’s Island into a resort area may have some difficulty financing the project—mainly because he has no money. S. Bruce McLaughlin confirmed last week that he is the “secret developer” premier McKenna had said was willing to drop millions on the project. But yesterday, the Telegraph Journal learned that McLaughlin’s assets have been frozen because he failed to post a $15 million security deposit in a multi-million dollar lawsuit the Ontario securities Commission has launched against him.
	“The issue is how he could find funding to proceed with this project,” said Thomas Lockwood, a Toronto lawyer representing the commission. “We say we have all his assets frozen. He would or should not have any personal assets.” The legal action was begun in 1984, when minority shareholders in Mascan Corp., a real estate development company in which McLaughlin was the majority shareholder, complained to the OSC that McLaughlin had bilked them out of millions of dollars. The minority shareholders allege that McLaughlin brought Mascan to the brink of bankruptcy from 1979 to 1983 by withdrawing about $28 million in company funds for personal purposes. The OSC hired Clarkson co. Ltd to investigate the allegations and to prepare a report—which later convince the OSC that there were grounds for a lawsuit to recover the . . . . investigate and produced a mammoth report,” said Lockwood. “It’s 10 or 15 thousand pages long and details the transgressions of McLaughlin. On the basis of that report we said he took funds from the company.
	Lockwood characterized the 10-year-long case against McLaughlin as “a complex, difficult matter that’s ongoing.” Although it began as a $28 million lawsuit, interest on the original amount has the OSC now seeking $75 million from McLaughlin on behalf of the minority shareholders. Lockwood said he expects the train to begin sometime this year. Under the Ontario Securities Act, the OSC has the power to investigate fiduciary claims, freeze orders on assets and bring cases to trail, Lockwood said. McLaughlin’s $35 million proposal to turn Sir William Van Horne’s 1903 summer mansion and grounds into a tourist attraction is expected to be discussed at a cabinet meeting Thursday.
	Premier McKenna has kept mum on the project since early December, when he announced to St. Andrews Mayor Ray Peterson that he had secret developer who was interested in the site. Neither Premier McKenna nor McLaughlin could be reached for comment yesterday, but last week McLaughlin said that work would begin this year, with doors swinging open to tourist by July 1995. Meanwhile, Lockwood said that the OSC has its eyes firmly fixed on Premier McKenna’s Thursday Cabinet meeting. “Obviously whatever happens is of significance to us,” he said.
	

Courier
St. Croix Courier
Feb 1, 1994
Government Awaits Island Development
Carol Ann Nicholson
The province is waiting for offers to develop Minister’s Island, according to government sources. “We haven’t revealed any proposals yet but we are open to them and to ways and means to develop the area,” says Maurice Lavigne, manager of communications and promotions for Economic Development and Tourism.
	While the province waits, however, the Friends of Minister’s Island are making plans for activities this summer. Chair Ray Bishop says his committee is ignoring what is known as the “McLaughlin proposal” and is planning for the future in its own way. “Locally, we have an offer to run the island as we did last year—tours of the island and the potential for a community picnic are examples,” he explains. “IN the Van Horne days people were invited to visit the island in the summer and the community get-together we had last year was very successful.”
	“We are working together as a group, trying to determine the possibilities and the man hours involved, to see how ell we can set things up. What we want to do in the long run is to get the island open and keep it open.”
	Bishop says Friends realizes there’s not a lot of money from government to spend and the committee is happy filling the role it sees for itself. “What we can do is positive. We think we have a commitment to have it open and we hope to handle that as a committee.”
	While Friends plans it summer agenda, rumors continue to circulate about a real estate tycoon who wants to spend $25 million turning Minister’s Island into a resort area. When in Charlotte County in the fall, Premier Frank McKenna attended a meeting in St. Andrews and told Mayor Ray Peterson and business and municipal leaders that the province was talking to a developer interested in taking over the Island, McKenna refused to reveal the name or location of the developer, however.
	The Premier did say the province had background investigations made on the developer and he was satisfied with the results in terms of experience and past performance. Two weeks ago an Ontario real estate tycoon, S. Bruce McLaughlin, confirmed he was the “secret developer” mentioned by McKenna. Confusion mounts with the revelation that McLaughlin’s assets have been frozen because he failed to post a $15 million security deposit in a multi-million dollar lawsuit the Ontario and Securities Commission has launched against him. The legal action was begun in 1984 when minority shareholders in Mascan Corp, a real estate development company in which McLaughlin was the majority shareholder, complained to the Securities Commission about McLaughlin’s conduct, alleging he withdrew millions in company funds for personal purposes. A subsequent investigation of the allegations, ordered by the Securities Commission, showed there were grounds for a lawsuit to recover the funds. . . .

Courier Weekend
July 22, 1994
Minister’s Island attracts Tour-Goers
Carol-Ann Nicholson
It’s just a short drive across the ocean floor on the bar at low tide and then you are at Covenhoven, the summer residence of the builder of the Canadian Pacific Railway, Sir William Van Horne. And this week, for the first time in recorded history, Minister’s Island and Covenhoven, built in the 1890s, opened to the public. On a guided tour you can visit the site of the baronial estate and follow the paths trod by Sir William Van Horne and his family. You’ll see the giant billiard table, imported from London, at which guests spent their evenings, view some of Van Horne’s paintings, see the nursery which he painted for his grandson, even visit the bathhouse with the tidal swimming pool at the bottom of the garden. The tour includes a visit to the Minister’s cottage, a stone crofter’s cottage supposedly built by Parson Samuel Andrews in the 1790s. A little further up the road is the huge barn which Van Horne used to house his prized herd of Dutch belted cattle. The mansion itself contains 50 rooms, 17 of which are bedrooms and a grand drawing room as large as many of today’s homes. Minister’s Island is operated by the Minister’s Island Advisory committee for the Province of New Brunswick.

Courier Weekend
Minister’s Island reveals Historic People and Heritage
Carol-Ann Nicholson
July 29, 1994
Minister’s Island has a unique and varied history, one of the most important in Canada in terms of the richness of the people who have found it a haven over the centuries.
	When the Greeks were building the Parthenon, aboriginal visitors sauntered along its shore. The remains of their house habitations and shell middens have been the focus of archaeological digs on several occasions.
	Later, John Hanson and his family fled to the quiet island following the fall of Fort Ticonderoga in the 1760s.
	Hanson was there to welcome the United Empire Loyalists when they came to St. Andrews following the American Revolution. One of the Loyalists, Rev. Samuel Andrews, found the island so pleasant he constructed a crofter’s cottage on it in the 1790s.
	A century later, while visiting the area for the CPR, the island’s most famous resident, Sir William Van Horne, saw the 500 acre island and instantly fell in love with it. [not true]
	Van Horne acquired the land in 1890 and built a magnificent baronial estate as a summer home for his family. He called it Covenhoven.
	This private railroad car journeyed from Montreal on the weekends, stopping at the private railway station on the Bar Road where Van Horne disembarked. On the island he developed magnificent gardens, nurtured a prize herd of Cutch-belted cattle, constructed an unusual bathhouse near a tidal pool where he entertained . . . [rest missing] [this article shows arrow-head and other stone-age artefacts from the Island, courtesy Historical Resources, and pictures both inside and out of the Big House—Nicholson Collection? Check]
	

Telegraph Journal
March 3, 1998
Province has two new historic sites
New Brunswick has two new National Historic Sites. Secretary of States (Parks) Any Mitchell included Minister’s Island at St. Andrews and the Canadian Nation train station in Edmunston among 19 new sites he designated under the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada.

Minister’s Island Historic Site
St. Andrews, New Brunswick
Undated—prob Courier
Only a short drive across the ocean floor at low tide and you will arrive at the summer residence of that visionary railway builder Sir William Van Horne. There are a lot of stories about how the title to Minister’s Island was attained, but around the year 1890 Van Horne became its owner and there he constructed a summer home. As he was the driving force behind the construction of the railway from sea to sea, his pockets were bulging. What better place to splurge than on his favourite Island?
	The home was named Covenhoven after his father. The house was grand and constructed of sandstone cut from the shore. It contains fifty rooms, seventeen of which were bedrooms, the grand drawing room is about the size of most homes today. There were also servants quarters and a massive diningroom as well as a billiard room where a magnificent six by twelve table still remains today.
	The quarried beach stone also was sued to build a circular bathhouse, where Sir William spent many hours drawing and painting, his favourite hobby. He actually became quite an accomplished painter and several of his works are on display at the National Art Gallery in Ottawa and in the New Brunswick Heritage collection in Fredericton.
	From that era, and still standing on the island, is the huge livestock barn that housed many thoroughbred horses and a prize herd of Dutch belted cattle. Also included in this massive structure was a huge hay loft and two large silos, a creamery where white-coated workers prepared the milk and butter for consumption. Heated greenhouses grew mushrooms, exotic plants, peach trees and grape vines. When Sir William was living in Montreal, fresh milk, butter fruits and vegetables were sent to him by rail from his own siding at the end of the bar.
	Water was supplied by the windmill (along with help from kerosene fired engine) near the big house, water to the home was taken from a large underground storage tank. At the turn of the century, on a remote island, the Van Horne family certainly enjoyed many conveniences that were uncommon during that time. They were basically self-sufficient.
	Today, there are still eleven buildings standing on this beautiful island, including the home of the first Anglican Minister to St. Andrews, loyalist Parson Andrews, whose own stone house (c. 1790) still stands.
	A hundred years later, the magic and the mystery remain.
	Come and enjoy this picture perfect island between June and mid-October where you can enjoy guided tours of the property. If you have your own vehicle, you can visit Covenhoven, Sir William’s former summer cottage; the bathhouse with its tidal swimming pool, the livestock barn and the spectacular view of Shea’s hill.
	This mystical island is located in Chamcook. Just follow the Bar road, near the historic seaside town of St. Andrews, one of the many attractions along the Fundy Coast Drive.


